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Association 



     
June 3rd, 2020 

 
Honorable Gil Cedillo 
Honorable Marqueece Harris Dawson 
Honorable Paul Krekorian 
Housing Committee, City of Los Angeles 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Re: Support 6-4-2020 Agenda Item 13 Mortgage Assistance Program 
 

Dear Chair Cedillo and Councilmembers Harris Dawson and Krekorian:  
  
On behalf of the California Apartment Association (CAA), I am writing to support Item 13, a 
mortgage assistance program to help Independent Rental owners. Any effort to create direct 
financial assistance to those in need must be explored and expanded. It is the most effective 
solution. 

Housing providers are facing extreme financial pressure due to the shutdown correlated to this 
pandemic. Not only are operators facing loss of income due the eviction moratorium, they are 
facing skyrocketing maintenance and utility costs due the Stay at Home Orders. Independent 
rental owners provide affordable housing and every effort should be made to help those who 
are facing economic stress due to this emergency. It should be reviewed how these funds can 
be distributed efficiently and quickly while being used as a direct subsidy to the rental 
operators who are facing challenges.  

Housing providers understand they have a pivotal role to play during this pandemic. Let’s find a 
consistent, equitable approach that will help the entire community, including small businesses 
and housing providers get through this difficult time while maintaining their health, their homes 
and their financial security. Thank you for your consideration during these uncertain times.  

    
Sincerely,  
  
Beverly Kenworthy, Vice President 
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Danielle Leidner-Peretz 
Director, Government Affairs & 
External Relations 
danielle@aagla.org 
 
213.384.4131; Ext. 309 

 
        June 3, 2020 
        Via Electronic Mail 
 
City of Los Angeles Housing Committee 
City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Room 1010 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
Re: 20-0594: Development of a COVID-19 Anti-Displacement Fund, To Implement a Mom and Pop Mortgage 
Assistance Program (Agenda Item 13) 

 
Dear Housing Committee Members: 
 

At tomorrow’s Housing Committee meeting, the Housing Committee will consider the development of 
a Mom and Pop Mortgage Assistance Program.  The Apartment Association of Greater Los Angeles (AAGLA) 
appreciates and supports the Council’s recognition of the financial impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
the City’s small rental housing providers and the need to seek ways to support owners during these uncertain 
and challenging times.   

 
Throughout the pandemic, AAGLA has consistently urged the Council to take a comprehensive and 

balanced approach in recognition of the detrimental impact of COVID-19 on rental housing providers and 
renters, all of whom need support during these difficult times.  Housing providers have seen significant 
reductions in rental revenue while simultaneously experiencing increased essential operating and 
maintenance costs. As the Committee reviews this proposal, we encourage the Committee to consider ways 
to assist small owners, which as noted in the motion are providing “much of the affordable housing stock in 
LA.”  Further, that funding resources be used in the provision of direct financial subsidizes to help alleviate 
owners’ financial obligations which will ultimately serve in the City’s preservation of much needed affordable 
housing. 

 
During the continuation of the pandemic, it is essential that we all work together to develop effective 

and balanced solutions that serve to assist all those impacted, prevent further economic instability, and 
facilitate the rebound ahead. Thank you for your time and consideration of these matters. If you have any 
questions, please call me at (213) 384-4131; Ext. 309 or contact me via electronic mail at danielle@aagla.org. 

 
 
Very truly yours, 
 

Danielle Leidner-Peretz 

 
Danielle Leidner-Peretz  

mailto:danielle@aagla.org
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Name: Alexander Ferrer
Date Submitted: 06/04/2020 11:31 AM
Council File No: 20-0594 
Comments for Public Posting:  This is an important motion that will provide crucial protections

for small landlords. It is important, however, that these funds be
tied to protections for tenants in these buildings receiving
mortgage assistance, ensuring that a landlord could not take the
cash and still evict tenants who are unable to pay the rent.
Mortgage assistance should be contingent on rent forgiveness.
Additionally, property owners receiving such funds should be
subject to provisions ensuring that in the event they decide to sell
these properties, that the tenants or mission driven non-profit
housing organizations have the first right of purchase. 
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Date Submitted: 06/04/2020 11:41 AM
Council File No: 20-0594 
Comments for Public Posting:  Now more than ever it is imperative that we protect housing for

our most vulnerable community members. Although this motion
seeks to protect at-risk residents by providing relief for small
landlords, there are many questions that are left unanswered. The
motion as written does not detail specifics on programming or
offers recommended funding amounts. Additionally, the process
for applicant evaluation for eligibility and other requirements are
not clear. Funding for this program is also questionable as it is
unclear whether this will come from the city’s budget or if there is
planned outsourcing. Should this motion pass, tenant protections
must be expanded to protect against any form of tenant
harassment following the State of Emergency. If the city is truly
committed to protecting its most vulnerable community members
against economic-ruin, displacement, and gentrification,
programming associated with this motion must find ways to
integrate tenant first right to purchase for any properties that
receive property assistance through this fund. 


