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May 4, 2020 

 
Mayor Eric Garcetti 
City of Los Angeles 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
RE: Opposition to 2019/20 Open Budget Termination of the Wildlife Pilot Study (CF 20-0600) 

Dear Mayor Garcetti, 

Citizens for Los Angeles Wildlife (CLAW) understands that the City of Los Angeles is forced to make 
difficult financial decisions during these unprecedented times as it prepares an emergency budget. 
However, we believe that it would be a travesty to remove funding for LA’s Wildlife Pilot Study when 
a draft ordinance is only a few months away. We are deeply concerned that the City will make a 
mistake in this instance, prioritizing temporary economics over permanent environmental 
protections. 

We have no time to lose. For the past six years, the Wildlife Pilot Study has supported the long-term 
goals of sustainability for the City of Los Angeles, which include the protection of habitat for wildlife, 
threatened species such as the CA mountain lion, and the health of local ecosystems for the well-
being of Angelenos and beyond. CLAW, with a citizenry of 5,000 supporters, has been working closely 
with several City Council offices and the Planning Department for the better part of a decade to 
protect our Santa Monica Mountain habitats. These habitats are within a rare biodiversity hotspot 
that is home to diverse species including internationally celebrated P-22 mountain lion. When the 
City Council unanimously voted for this ordinance in 2012, Los Angeles was lauded nationally for its 
leadership in urban wilderness conservation. The Los Angeles Times editorial board has praised the 
move and there has been zero opposition. Last year, for the first time, the City hired an ecologist to 
lend scientific analysis to the Planning Department and to work across departments to permanently 
protect our fragile land. However, while we wait for the completion of the Wildlife Pilot Study, every 
new development approval threatens to permanently sever miles of habitat connectivity.   

In April 2020, our regional mountain lions gained candidacy for protection under the California 
Endangered Species Act. Scientists, CA State officials, and the public have reached a consensus that 
our iconic mountain lions deserve candidacy as they are facing extirpation from the Santa Monica and  
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San Gabriel Mountains. In our City, with input from residents, staff, and the scientific community, the 
Wildlife Pilot Study is near the finish line of becoming frontline protection for these cougars and their 
habitat in the heart of Los Angeles. 

Ironically, while the Green New Deal is a great step towards curbing future human impact on our 
environment, our City is currently woefully underequipped to conserve the dwindling habitat and 
threatened environment of today. One valuable benefit of an implemented Wildlife Pilot Study is that 
the protected “wildlife corridors” serve to broaden and mitigate with buffer zones to help protect 
hillside homes from wildfires while also protecting connective habitat for our local fauna. This 
protection of environment, life, and property is but one example of the urgency and imminent need 
to continue to fund the Wildlife Pilot Study. 

To pull funding for the Wildlife Pilot Study would contradict the City’s goals for a ‘prosperous, livable, 
safe and well-run’ city as heralded in the 2019/20 open budget for the City of Los Angeles, and runs 
contrary to related work and investments currently supported on both city and state levels. This 
Wildlife Pilot Study must continue to be an important priority, even in times of crisis, because it 
implements the City’s immediate goals for the health and sustainability of the people, wildlife, and 
ecosystems of Los Angeles.  

CLAW urges you to continue funding the Wildlife Pilot Study. We cannot afford to make short term 
decisions that will set back Los Angeles by a decade in the long term. 

Sincerely, 

 
Tony Tucci, Chair 

Cc: City Council President Nury Martinez 
 Councilmember Paul Krekorian (CD2) 
 Councilmember Bob Blumenfield (CD3) 
 Councilmember David Ryu (CD4) 
 Councilmember Paul Koretz (CD5) 
 Councilmember Curren Price (CD9) 
 Councilmember Mike Bonin (CD11) 

 
 
 
 
CLAW is a public benefit non-profit 501(c)(3) environmental organization that works to protect and restore the 
environments of wildlife of Los Angeles and California from dwindling open spaces. Our mission is to promote, 
educate and protect the fundamental importance of wildlife, wildlife habitats and wildlife corridors everywhere. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name:
Date Submitted: 06/04/2020 09:22 PM
Council File No: 20-0600-S13 
Comments for Public Posting:  See attached 



 

 

 
 
May 10, 2020 
 
Council Members  
City of Los Angeles 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
RE: Our opposition to Budget Scale-back of Wildlife Pilot Study (CF 20-0600) 

Honorable Council President Nury Martinez and Members:  

The challenges of balancing the City budget during these unprecedented COVID times require 

tough choices. Friends of Griffith Park believes that removing funding for the Los Angeles 

Wildlife Pilot Study would be a groundless error in judgement and a decision not easily forgiven 

by Los Angelenos who wholehearted supported the pilot study.  

As clearly stated in the memo to the Budget and Finance Committee one year ago, May 7, 2019 

“… this proposal is viewed as a priority for the City,” per Director of Planning, Vincent Bertoni. 

Today, even under severe financial hardship, it remains a priority.     

There is little doubt that the health of our ecosystems and vitality of our biodiversity are major 

factors and driving forces toward economic prosperity. While P-22 is an icon around which 

citizens have rallied for wildlife, it is also well recognized that the City is far behind other 

jurisdictions in regulation and incentives to create sustainability of natural resources that bless 

us. The City is already playing “catch up.”  

For example: 

 Ridgeline development remains unregulated in the City’s hillsides, while the County has 

been protecting them for over a decade and a half. 

 Fencing is regulated by height only, not by permeability. Worse, razor and barbed 

fencing is allowed even in hillside residential up to eight feet, while planning code in 

many other cities reflects its hazards to wildlife. 

 Lighting disturbances that affect wildlife are unregulated, and there is little leadership 

by City departments toward their own best practices. 



 

 

 Stronger measures for the City’s Protected Tree Ordinance are sorely needed. Wider 

protection and mitigation measures are apparent in the planning code of surrounding 

municipalities, while motions to strengthen City native tree protection remain in limbo. 

 Even the most potent of the anticoagulant rodenticides are not only unregulated in the 

City, but they are still being used within our city parks. Hopefully, the State will close this 

gap for us by acting on AB 1788 in 2020. 

 Most importantly, accommodations for wildlife connectivity through thoughtful and 

enlightened concepts, some which can be applied with little or no marginal costs by 

developers, are non-existent in our planning code. The City ranks fairly low (level 2 of 4) 

when applying the “effective mesh size” measure for connectivity, part of the Singapore 

Index, as reported in the Department of Sanitation 2018 Biodiversity Report.   

 

As of last week, the mountain lions of the Santa Monica Mountains, along with other 

subpopulations, are now candidates for listing under the California Endangered Species Act. As 

such, they are currently afforded the same full protection as permanently listed species. Now is 

an opportune time for the City to show leadership and responsibility, giving this majestic 

species a fighting chance against an extinction vortex occurrence.  

Friends of Griffith Park maintains that the City cannot afford to abandon the Wildlife Pilot 

Study, especially since the team is only months away from having a draft ordinance. We 

encourage you to pull no funds away from this initiative which will pay back the City in so many 

ways. 

 

Sincerely, 

   
 
Gerry Hans 
President 
 
 
Friends of Griffith Park promotes the enlightened stewardship of Griffith Park so it can survive and thrive well 

beyond the 21st century. Through advocacy, support, education and service, Friends of Griffith Park works to 

preserve Griffith Park as L.A.’s signature green and open space, place of free recreation, and linchpin in the 
survival of Southern California’s native ecosystems. 
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Angeles Chapter  
3250 Wilshire Blvd. #1106 

Los Angeles, CA 90010-1513 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
To: Mayor Eric Garcetti, Council President Nury Martinez, and the Los Angeles City Council: 
 
Regarding: CF#20-0482 (Motion) & CF#20-0600 (Budget file) 

 
The Angeles Chapter of the Sierra Club appreciates the efforts made by the Mayor and the City of Los 
Angeles to establish an Office of Climate Emergency Mobilization.  We strongly support the action 
proposed by Councilmember Paul Koretz in Council File, CF#20-0482,  (Koretz, Climate as Essential 
Services). The motion states that “the City Council direct the Emergency Management Department to 
include in its list of essential emergency City services which shall continue during the COV1D-19 crisis all 
efforts consistent with City policy to reduce greenhouse gas and toxic emissions, including but not 
limited to, building renewable energy projects, electrifying our buildings and transportation network, 
enforcing the reduction of plastic pollution, planting trees, protecting wildlife habitat connectivity, 
recycling and reducing food and other waste, expanding clean mobility alternatives, and other such 
efforts.” 

COVID-19 has had an unprecedented impact on the residents of the City of Los Angeles, but we will 
recover from its hardships. While the City is moving to  protect its residents, other forces have been 
working to reduce environmental regulations.  The federal government is making concessions offered to 
fossil fuel providers, rollbacks in the protections afforded by the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, and 
reductions to motor vehicle fuel standards all under the guise of Covid-19 response. These actions are 
setbacks in our efforts for a more sustainable society for all residents.  Failure to act now in the Climate 
Emergency will result in more long-lasting misery for the people of Los Angeles, particularly those in 
traditionally underserved communities. 

Although we recognize that the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have had an unforeseen effect on the 
City’s budget planning, we oppose cuts to climate change programs. The City of Los Angeles can provide 
leadership in the near-term health crisis as well as the longer-term climate crisis. We should restore 
funding for the Office of Climate Emergency Mobilization ($500k), including the Climate Emergency 
Commission ($200k), and the Community Assemblies and pilot projects ($300k) for a total of $1 
million to the proposed budget.  The Climate Emergency Department is critical to engaging our City’s 
frontline communities to shape a just and sustainable recovery that builds a healthier and more resilient 
future for Angelenos. In addition, please reinstate the four staffers working on the Planning 
Department’s Wildlife Connectivity project. These portions of the overall budget can bring enormous 
short and long-term benefits to the people of Los Angeles, particularly to low income communities of 
color that are being disproportionately impacted by climate change and the COVID-18 pandemic.  

Failure to address the Climate Emergency as part of plans to emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic is not 
an option.  The Sierra Club Angeles Chapter strongly supports the motion by Councilmember Koretz to 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-0482


include climate issues as essential services.  We urge the restoration of funding for these initiatives to 
the 2020-2021 proposed budget. 

Thank you for putting the people’s health and security in the forefront of your planning for today and 
the future.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sharon Lee Koch 

Chair, Executive Committee 

Angeles Chapter 

Sierra Club 
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Mayor Eric Garcetti 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
May 7, 2020 
 
Re: Council Files 20-0482 (climate as essential services) and 20-0600 (proposed budget) 
 
Dear Mayor Garcetti and the City Council: 
 
If there is any lesson many of us in the Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance have learned over the course of the 
coronavirus pandemic, it is that we have to be forward-thinking and prepare for what we know will come; we ignore 
predicted crises at our peril. In that vein, we object to the proposed budget as described in Council File 20-0600, and we 
support Council File 20-0482, to classify as essential emergency services any efforts to reduce greenhouse gas and toxic 
emissions. 
 
Unfortunately, the climate crisis will not wait on hold while we address the impacts of the coronavirus pandemic, and 
although we expect to see some cuts to climate mitigation programs in order to close the budget gap caused by the 
projected drop in revenue and unexpected costs due to the pandemic, those programs should not be eliminated; we do 
not want you to repeat the mistake made by the Trump administration in disbanding the Office of Global Health Security 
and Biodefense prior to the pandemic. 
 
Specifically, our concerns include: 

 the elimination of the Office of Climate Emergency Mobilization, the Climate Emergency Commission, and 
Community Assemblies (all of which were just about to launch, and which would have engaged low-income 
communities, who are particularly vulnerable to the climate crisis as well as this pandemic, in a just transition to 
a sustainable economy) 

 the elimination of the Wildlife Pilot Study, which protects habitat connectivity 
 reductions in funding for protection and maintenance of existing mature trees throughout the city—now more 

than ever, we need to protect the lungs of Los Angeles 
 
We have known about and felt the effects of the escalating climate crisis for many years—each year breaking new 
records with more extreme weather and wildfires. Although the speed at which we are experiencing the impacts of 
these two crises is different, make no mistake that the climate crisis is causing increasing numbers of human deaths. To 
continue to react to short-term threats while postponing, or outright ignoring, whole-system issues is near-sighted and 
dangerous. Far better would be to treat the immediate crisis as a part of our overall strategy for dealing with the larger 
one that we know will be a multi-generational, global endeavor. 
 
This is a painful time, but we do not want to return to the way things were; we want to do better. And this budget is, at 
the end of the day, a statement of our values. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steering Board Members of the Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance 

 
    Shelley Billik     Don Dwiggins     Lisa Hart             Ernesto Hidalgo              Loraine Lundquist 
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Council File "CF#20-00600 
RE:  Reinstate wildlife program, intent to support the county’s identification of SEA. 
 
Dear Mayor Garcetti and Director Bertoni: 
 
Hollywoodland tract 6450 represents  190 acres of residential property and  440 plus acres of 
open space given to the city’s Griffith Park in 1944.  County maps show Hollywoodland 
residential surrounded by SEA and VSFHZ (Very Severe Fire Hazard Zone).  We are in full 
support of the wildlife program and its intent to support the county’s identification of SEA 
and substantiate the environmental review process for hillside projects.    
 
The county identified the SEA’s area in the 1970’s and included its review in county 
projects.   The first attempt to implement the SEA on a citywide level was City Planning’s 2019 
Wildlife Pilot Program.  If it is discontinued there is a possibility it can be legally 
challenged.  This is especially true when the environmental process  is questioned.  During 
hillside project review there are requirements for  mitigation of negative environmental effects, 
specifically in the 6 exception categories ( location, cumulative impacts, significant effect, scenic 
highway, hazardous waste sites and history resources). For example, most projects in 
Hollywoodland qualifies for a class 32 exemption and one of those criteria is: 
 c.  The project site has no value as habitat for endangered, rare or threatened species 
How is this approved if we do not have a read.  Currently there is nothing in the process to 
substantiate this.  A hole in your environmental project clearance.  Purposeful or just neglect? 
 
Leadership that understands citizens,  property owners  rights,  zoning and  commitment to the 
environment should not hesitate to protect sensitive, irreplaceable  hillside communities like 
ours.  Please reinstate the wildlife program.   
 
Thank you  
Respectfully, 
 
 
Christine Mills O’Brien 
Hollywoodland Homeowners Assoc. 
Hollywoodland Gifted Park 
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May 8, 2020 

Sent via email  

Los Angeles City Council 

200 N. Spring Street 

City Hall - Room 360 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

CityClerk@lacity.org 

 

Re: Opposition to 2019/20 Open Budget Termination of the Wildlife Pilot Study (CF 20-

0600) 

 

Dear Los Angeles City Councilmembers:  

 

 As the authors of the Petition to List the Southern California/Central Coast Evolutionarily 

Significant Unit (ESU) of Mountain Lions as Threatened under the California Endangered 

Species Act (CESA), we strongly oppose the removal of the Wildlife Pilot Study from the Fiscal 

Year 2020-21 Budget Proposal. Eliminating the Wildlife Pilot Study would undermine the City’s 

efforts to protect local mountain lions and other wildlife and contradict Mayor Garcetti’s 

commitment to a Green New Deal. 

 

Background on the Center 

 

 The Center for Biological Diversity (“Center”) is a non-profit, public interest 

environmental organization dedicated to the protection of native species and their habitats 

through science, policy, and environmental law. The Center has over 1.7 million members and 

online activists throughout California and the United States. The Center and its members have 

worked for many years to protect imperiled plants and wildlife, open space, air and water quality, 

and overall quality of life for people in Los Angeles. 

 

Local mountain lions are at risk of extinction due to lack of connectivity. 

 

 As you may know, local mountain lions are at risk of extinction, and extensive research 

indicates that existing highway and development networks have separated the state’s mountain 

lion population into multiple isolated populations, which has led to high levels of inbreeding and 

poor genetic health (Ernest et al. 2014; Riley et al. 2014; Vickers et al. 2015; Gustafson et al. 

2018; Benson et al. 2019). Low genetic diversity combined with high human-caused mortalities 

(e.g., from car strikes, depredation kills, rodenticide poisoning, and poaching) threaten the long-

term survival of several populations, particularly smaller populations in Southern California and 

along the Central Coast.   

 

 According to Gustafson et al. (2018), mountain lions in the Santa Ana and Santa Monica 

mountains have the lowest genetic diversity of any mountain lion populations in the U.S., aside 

from endangered Florida panthers. Lack of connectivity is the primary driver of these 

mailto:CityClerk@lacity.org
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/species/mammals/California-mountain-lion/pdfs/CESA-petition-for-Southern-California-Central-Coast-Mountain-Lions.pdf


populations’ demise. If nothing is done to improve connectivity and reduce human-caused 

mortalities, these populations could become extinct within 50 years (Benson et al. 2019). 

Mountain lions in the Santa Cruz Mountains are showing similar trends of genetic isolation and 

inbreeding (Gustafson et al. 2018; Saremi et al. 2019).  

 

There is broad public support for wildlife connectivity and local mountain lions. 

 

 Given the perilous situation of local mountain lions, the California Fish and Game 

Commission voted on April 16, 2020 to grant Southern California and Central Coast mountain 

lions candidate species status under the California Endangered Species Act. The unanimous vote 

came after nearly one hundred organizations signed a letter supporting the vote, thousands of 

community members wrote to the commission, and the editorial board of the Los Angeles Times 

wrote in favor of the listing, as did former State Senator and chair of the Senate Natural 

Resources and Water Committee, Fran Pavley. City Councilmembers Paul Koretz, David Ryu, 

and Bob Blumenfield also introduced a resolution supporting the listing of mountain lions and 

acknowledging that functioning and healthy ecosystems are essential to the continued health and 

well-being of Angelenos and human beings around the world. 

 

Safeguarding wildlife connectivity and mountain lions requires immediate city action. 

 

 Ensuring wildlife connectivity for mountain lions and other species will take sustained 

action at the local level. This is particularly true because local government generally has land use 

authority. Neighboring Ventura County recently adopted a first-of-its-kind wildlife connectivity 

ordinance to help ensure that local land use decisions do not impair connectivity for local 

wildlife. The City of L.A. can and should be a leader on this issue and continue to fund the 

Wildlife Pilot Study. Ending the Wildlife Pilot Study now would undermine the City’s role as a 

leader in promoting healthy ecosystems and communities. 

 

We understand the City must make difficult financial decisions during these challenging 

times. However, shortchanging local wildlife – which are critical to the health of both our 

communities and ecosystems – is foolish and counterproductive. We urge you to include the 

Wildlife Pilot Study in next year’s budget. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Dr. Tiffany Yap, D.Env/PhD 

Senior Scientist, Wildlife Corridor Advocate 

Center for Biological Diversity 

1212 Broadway, Suite 800 

Oakland, California 94612 

Telephone: (510) 847-5838 

tyap@biologicaldiversity.org 

 

 

 

 

 

J.P. Rose 

Staff Attorney 

Center for Biological Diversity 

660 S. Figueroa Street, Suite 1000 

Los Angeles, California 90017 

Telephone: (213) 785-5406 

jrose@biologicaldiversity.org 

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/species/mammals/California-mountain-lion/pdfs/coalition-letter-to-Fish-and-Game-Commission-4-10-2020.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-04-15/mountain-lions-protection-freeways-rat-poison-property-owners
https://calmatters.org/commentary/its-time-to-protect-californias-mountain-lions/
mailto:tyap@biologicaldiversity.org
mailto:jrose@biologicaldiversity.org
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May 8, 2020 

Mayor Eric Garcetti 
200 N Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
 
RE: Opposition to 2019/2020 Open Budget Termination of the Wildlife Pilot Study (Council File 20-0600) 
 
Dear Mayor Garcetti, 
 
On behalf of the California Chapter of The Nature Conservancy (Conservancy), thank you for the opportunity 
to comment on the Wildlife Pilot Study (Council File 20-0600). The Conservancy recognizes that the City of 
Los Angeles is forced to make difficult financial decisions during these unprecedented times as it prepares an 
emergency budget. However, we believe that it would be detrimental to the health of our human and natural 
communities in the region to remove funding for Los Angeles’ Wildlife Pilot Study, when a draft ordinance 
related to this study will soon be introduced as the culmination of years of investment to make Los Angeles 
more resilient, especially to the ongoing climate-driven crises we are experiencing. We are deeply concerned 
that without this Wildlife Pilot Study, the City will not be on track to adopt permanent environmental 
protections and investments in habitat connectivity, which better prepare our region for disasters including 
wildfire, flood, and sea-level rise.  
 
The Nature Conservancy is an international non-profit organization dedicated to conserving the lands and 
waters on which all life depends. Our on-the-ground work is carried out in all 50 states and in more than 79 
countries and is supported by one million members. To date, we have helped conserve more than 120 million 
acres (including 1.2 million acres in California) and 5,000 river miles around the world. We have been 
engaged in the protection and management of natural resources across the U.S. for many years. The 
foundation of the Conservancy’s work is our commitment to using the most up-to-date conservation science 
information and methodologies to guide decision-making. Our tools and methods have been widely adopted 
by other organizations and agencies that engage in natural resource conservation and ecosystem restoration.  
 
The Conservancy commends the City for actively evaluating options for protecting and enhancing 
biodiversity, habitat connectivity, and wildlife corridors in Los Angeles, which is located in a Mediterranean-
climate region. Mediterranean-climate regions cover only 2.2 percent of Earth’s land surface, yet they contain 
20 percent of all known plant species, have high levels of endemism, and are found in only five places on 
Earth.  Unfortunately, Mediterranean ecosystems are also among the most threatened. More than 41 percent of 
the Mediterranean biome has been converted to farmland and urban uses, and only 5 percent of its natural area 
has been protected. In Greater Los Angeles, the valleys have been developed for residential, commercial and 
industrial use and many natural riparian corridors have been channelized. However, the Conservancy found 
through our analyses that research grade occurrence data exists for over 2,281 unique plants, animals, and 
other living organisms within the urbanized portions of Greater Los Angeles, and even the most densely 
urbanized neighborhoods contain hundreds of species. We have mapped out where nature-based solutions for 
stormwater management could provide multiple benefits, not just for water quality and storage, but also for 
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biodiversity and human well-being. Despite extensive development, some of the region’s biological diversity 
and important ecological values remain, as do opportunities for habitat enhancement and ecological 
restoration that will benefit nature and people. Our current work on the ground includes a nature-based 
stormwater capture and habitat enhancement project at the Bowtie Parcel near the Los Angeles River, where 
we are working with California State Parks to demonstrate how investment in major infrastructure projects 
can meet multiple needs and address important challenges facing our local communities. We believe that this 
work will become increasingly important for all urban areas as we seek new ways to address both existing and 
emerging crises. The Conservancy strongly supports other studies and projects that restore habitat to support 
biodiversity in this region, including the Wildlife Pilot Study. 
 
The Conservancy has provided input to the biodiversity working group since 2015 and has participated in the 
stakeholder process to raise the profile of biodiversity and wildlife connectivity in Greater Los Angeles. The 
Conservancy strongly supports a program to protect, restore, and enhance biodiversity in Greater Los 
Angeles. The Conservancy has also contributed to the City of Los Angeles Sustainable City pLAn, 
championing a biodiversity strategy. The Wildlife Pilot Study recognizes the need for habitat connectivity 
across the region, and the Conservancy strongly supports the implementation of this study in Los Angeles. To 
protect, enhance, and restore biodiversity, it must be integrated across City departments, into strategies, and 
into practices and prioritized in the budget.  
 
To support the goals of the Wildlife Pilot Study, the Conservancy and our partners in the conservation 
community have developed a vision and plan for incorporating nature-based solutions into infrastructure 
projects and avoiding status quo gray infrastructure design, which includes our joint effort with the Natural 
History Museum called Biodiversity Analysis in Los Angeles (BAILA). BAILA is a spatially explicit science 
analysis that is flexible enough to allow for its application in a variety of urban planning efforts (i.e. 
stormwater, transportation, energy, or land-use planning, public health, or environmental justice planning). 
The Conservancy has engaged a range of stakeholders in the production of the BAILA methodology and 
products, and has shared these with other stakeholders to build consensus for the vision with the support of a 
National Park Service RTCA Technical Assistance Grant.  
 
The Conservancy has been working closely with local, state, and federal government for many years to 
protect our natural resources, particularly by supporting Los Angeles County Measures A (Parks and Open 
Space) and W (Safe Clean Water Program), California Propositions 1 and 68, the Water Resources 
Development Act, Land and Water Conservation Fund, San Gabriel Mountains Foothills and Rivers 
Protection Act, and Rim of the Valley. When the City Council unanimously voted for the Wildlife Pilot Study 
ordinance in 2012, Los Angeles was lauded nationally for its leadership in urban wilderness conservation. The 
Los Angeles Times editorial board has praised the move, and there has been zero opposition. Last year, for the 
first time, the City hired an ecologist to lend scientific analysis to the Planning Department and to work across 
departments to permanently protect our fragile land. In April 2020, our regional mountain lions gained 
candidacy for protection under the California Endangered Species Act. Scientists, California State officials, 
and the public have reached a consensus that our iconic mountain lions deserve candidacy as they are facing 
extirpation from the Santa Monica and San Gabriel Mountains. With input from residents, staff, and the 
scientific community, the Wildlife Pilot Study is near the finish line of becoming frontline protection for these 
cougars and their habitat in the heart of Los Angeles. While the Green New Deal is a great step towards 
curbing future human impact on our environment, the City is currently underequipped to conserve the 
dwindling habitat and threatened environment of today. One valuable benefit of an implemented Wildlife 
Pilot Study is that the protected wildlife corridors serve to broaden and mitigate with buffer zones to help 
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protect hillside homes from wildfires, while also protecting connective habitat for our local fauna. This 
protection of environment, life, and property is but one example of the urgency and imminent need to 
continue to fund the Wildlife Pilot Study. 
 
To pull funding for the Wildlife Pilot Study would contradict the City’s goals for a ‘prosperous, livable, safe 
and well-run’ city as heralded in the 2019/20 open budget for the City of Los Angeles and runs contrary to 
related work and investments currently supported on city, state, and federal levels. The Wildlife Pilot Study 
must continue to be an important priority, even in times of crisis, because it implements the City’s immediate 
goals for the health and sustainability of the people, wildlife, and ecosystems of Los Angeles. If anything, 
now is the time to expand the study citywide and support and inter-departmental approach to both funding and 
implementation of this important work. This could not only spread budgetary concerns across multiple 
funding sources but also broaden and increase impact. 
 
In closing, the Conservancy opposes the termination of the Wildlife Pilot Study in the City Budget. We look 
forward to supporting the City of Los Angeles as planning and implementation hopefully continues. Thank 
you again for the opportunity to provide comments. Please direct questions to Shona Ganguly, External 
Affairs Advisor, at sganguly@tnc.org or please call 213-787-9415. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jill Sourial 
Urban Conservation Program Director 
The Nature Conservancy 
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