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June 15, 2020  
 
Honorable Nury Martinez, Council President & 
Members of the Los Angeles City Council 
 
RE: SUPPORT THE “TELECOMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE ENTERPRISE FUND”  

MOTION.    June 15, 2020 - City Council Agenda Item No. 20-0600-S43 
 
Dear President Martinez & Council Members,  
 
On behalf of Verizon, I want to express our full support for the “Telecommunications Infrastructure Enterprise Fund” 
motion presented by Councilmembers Paul Krekorian and Mitch O’Farrell.  The current COVID-19 crisis and ongoing 
“Safer At Home” orders have significantly increased the need for reliable high speed network connectivity. Wireless 
connections have empowered Angelenos to telecommute, engage in remote learning, communicate with health care 
workers, and most importantly, reach first responders when in need.  

Allowing essential communications providers like Verizon to pre-pay permitting costs to the Bureau of Street Lighting 
and the Bureau of Engineering for fiscal year 2020-2021 would accelerate critical technology infrastructure 
deployment at a time when Angelenos need it the most. We are prepared to meet the increased demand for wireless 
connectivity and are eager to partner with the City of Los Angeles to achieve this shared goal. 
 
Since the beginning of the crisis, Verizon has supported the spirit of the national “Keep America Connected” pledge.  
We have also taken strides to bridge the digital divide and support our local communities during this unprecedented 
time. Through Verizon’s partnership with the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD), we have been able to 
provide unlimited wireless connectivity to 150,000 students who do not have access to internet at home. This program 
has now been expanded to assist school districts across California. 
 
Verizon has strived to be a good corporate citizen throughout Los Angeles and in its response to COVID-19 assistance. 
In addition to our partnership with LAUSD, we tripled the data allowance provided for the more than 15 Verizon 
Innovative Learning schools across the district.  We also immediately engaged with a variety of local non-profits to 
provide funding for needed food and other assistance in response to COVID-19.  Among the organizations we have 
contributed to are the Mid-Valley YMCA, YMCA-Boyle Heights, Labor Community Services, LA Food Bank, Urban 
Partners LA, LA Promise Fund and others.   

As essential workers, communications professionals continue to maintain and expand the technology infrastructure 
that contributes to bolstering the region’s economy and supporting jobs and revenues to city budgets.  We welcome 
the opportunity to expand and accelerate technology infrastructure across the city to further assist in protecting the 
health, safety and well-being of the community during the crisis and support the region’s economic recovery. Thank 
you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely,  

 
Randal Hernandez 
Executive Director, External Affairs 
Randal.hernandez@verizon.com 


