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May 8, 2020 
 
Mayor Eric Garcetti 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 N Spring St, Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Mayor Garcetti and members of the Los Angeles City Council: 
 
We, the undersigned 43 organizations, are sending this letter to urge you to protect funds for the 
Climate Emergency Mobilization Office, the Climate Emergency Commission, and a process of 
deep engagement with frontline communities to shape our environmental and climate policies. 
We applaud the bold leadership our City’s elected officials have shown in the midst of this 
unprecedented public health and economic crisis, especially your efforts to protect workers, 
tenants, immigrants, and other especially vulnerable populations. We know you face difficult 
choices every day that impact the well-being of Angelenos, including how to manage a budget 
deficit provoked by pandemic-induced economic shutdown. 
 
We also appreciate your aspiration to be forward-thinking in your response, and your recognition 
that we will create a “new normal” when we finally get past this crisis rather than going back to 
the “old normal” we left behind six weeks ago. That “new normal” must include preparing our 
city for inevitable crises of the future -- both other pandemics predicted to be more common1 and 
the impacts of climate change, which in the long term could be more severe than COVID-19.  
 
It’s precisely for this reason that we request that funding for the Climate Emergency 
Mobilization Office (CEMO), the Climate Emergency Commission (CEC), and Community 
Assemblies be fully protected in the 2020-21 budget.  
 
As the name implies, the Office and Commission aim to guide a city-wide mobilization to reduce 
greenhouse gases at a pace and scale consistent with the latest scientific assessment of climate 
change -- an urgency unchanged by COVID-19. Such a mobilization will consciously engage our 
city’s low income communities of color, where higher rates of toxic exposure and less access to 
healthcare and good-paying jobs make them especially vulnerable to both pandemics and climate 
change. It will help ensure that policies to transition LA to a sustainable energy economy serve 
rather than harm these communities  -- while also protecting workers displaced from the current, 
dirty, fossil fuel-based economy. In response to this unprecedented crisis, the CEMO, CEC 
and Community Assemblies can and should play a critical role in the design and 
implementation of structural rebuild of our economy with health, equity and sustainability 

 
1 https://www.wsj.com/articles/viral-outbreaks-once-rare-become-part-of-the-global-landscape-
11583455309  



at the core -- including coordinating efforts to advocate and deploy federal and state 
stimulus funds to that end. 
 
COVID-safe community engagement must shape a just and sustainable recovery. Funding 
originally intended for Community Assemblies should be used instead for a broad community 
engagement process conducted under COVID-safe public health protocols to shape this just and 
sustainable recovery plan. This process should partner with community organizations capable of 
reaching disadvantaged communities in the midst of this crisis. Even under these challenging 
conditions, community assemblies can build community investment, ownership and connection 
to our resilience plans - which can serve us in any type of emergency.  
 
With a genuine crisis of leadership at the federal level, LA has the opportunity to continue 
leading on climate by offering a model of deep democracy and bold vision for the rest of the 
country and the world. We support Councilmember Koretz’s motion (#20-0482) to classify as 
essential emergency services any efforts to reduce greenhouse gas and toxic emissions.  
Consistent with that, we look forward to working with the Mayor, the City Council President, 
and the Budget and Finance Committee to secure these funds. Thank you in advance for your 
time and consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Darryl Molina Sarmiento 
Executive Director, Communities for a Better Environment  
 
Nancy Halpern Ibrahim 
Executive Director, Esperanza Community Housing Corporation 
 
Martha Dina Arguello,  
Executive Director, Physicians for Social Responsibility-Los Angeles 
 
Laura Muraida 
Director of Research and Communications, Strategic Concepts in Organizing and Policy 
Education (SCOPE) 
 
Rabeya Sen 
Steering Committee Member, United Neighbors In Defense Against Displacement (UNIDAD) 
 
Lydia Ponce 
American Indian Movement  
 



Eric Romann 
Coalition Coordinator, Stand Together Against Neighborhood Drilling (STAND-L.A.) 
 
Cynthia Strathmann 
Executive Director, SAJE (Strategic Actions for a Just Economy) 
 
Edgar Campos 
Executive Director, TRUST South L.A. 
 
Rudy Espinoza 
Executive Director, Inclusive Action for the City 
 
Alexandra Suh 
Executive Director, KIWA (Koreatown Immigrant Workers Alliance) 
 
Tori Kjer 
Executive Director, Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust 
 
Laura Raymond 
Director, Alliance For Community Transit - Los Angeles 
 
Agustin Cabrera 
RePower LA Director, Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy 
 
Anna Cummins 
Co-Founder and Deputy Director, The 5 Gyres Institute  
 
Joel Simonds 
Executive Director, Jewish Center for Justice 
 
Bill Przylucki 
Executive Director, People Organized for Westside Renewal 
 
David Levitus 
Executive Director, LA Forward 
 
Jim Mangia 
President & CEO, St. John's Well Child and Family Center 
 
Benjamin Torres 



President/CEO, CDTech 
 
Michael Doshi 
Director of Partnerships, Algalita Marine Research & Education 
 
Byron Cortez 
Lead Organizer, March And Rally Los Angeles 
 
David Monkawa 
Member, Progressive Asian Network for Action 
 
Jack Eidt 
Co-Founder, SoCal 350 Climate Action 
 
Jim Stewart 
Coordinator, Earth Day Los Angeles 
 
Martha Camacho Rodriguez 
Educator/Director, Social Eco Education (SEE-LA) 
 
Nicole Levin 
Hub Facilitation Coordinator, Sunrise Movement Los Angeles 
 
Ozzy Simpson 
Hub Coordinator, Sunrise Movement Sequoyah 
 
Cedric Nelms 
CEO/Chairman of the Board, Helping Hands Community Resource Center 
 
Jasmin Vargas 
Senior Organizer, Food and Water Action 
 
Molly Basler 
President, Green Dream Campaign 
 
Rosa Romero 
Director, Urban & Environmental Policy Institute at Occidental College 
 
Kaya Allan Sugerman 
Illegal Toxic Threats Program Director, Center for Environmental Health 



 
Andrea Leon-Grossmann 
Director of Climate Action, Azul 
 
Barbara Lott-Holland 
The Labor Community Strategy Center 
 
Ben Goloff 
Climate Campaigner, Center for Biological Diversity 
 
Erica Barrios 
Southern California Regional VP, SEIU CIR  
 
Greg Spiegel 
Director of Strategic Initiatives, Inner City Law Center 
 
Sherry Lear 
Co-Organizer, 350 South Bay Los Angeles 
 
Sarah Erlich 
Staff Attorney, Public Counsel 
 
Oliver Buie 
Angeles Mesa Presbyterian Church 
 
Julia Shannon 
Steering Committee Member, Democratic Socialists of America - Los Angeles 
 
Caroline Henderson 
Greenpeace USA 
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Angeles Chapter  
3250 Wilshire Blvd. #1106 

Los Angeles, CA 90010-1513 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
To: Mayor Eric Garcetti, Council President Nury Martinez, and the Los Angeles City Council: 
 
Regarding: CF#20-0482 (Motion) & CF#20-0600 (Budget file) 

 
The Angeles Chapter of the Sierra Club appreciates the efforts made by the Mayor and the City of Los 
Angeles to establish an Office of Climate Emergency Mobilization.  We strongly support the action 
proposed by Councilmember Paul Koretz in Council File, CF#20-0482,  (Koretz, Climate as Essential 
Services). The motion states that “the City Council direct the Emergency Management Department to 
include in its list of essential emergency City services which shall continue during the COV1D-19 crisis all 
efforts consistent with City policy to reduce greenhouse gas and toxic emissions, including but not 
limited to, building renewable energy projects, electrifying our buildings and transportation network, 
enforcing the reduction of plastic pollution, planting trees, protecting wildlife habitat connectivity, 
recycling and reducing food and other waste, expanding clean mobility alternatives, and other such 
efforts.” 

COVID-19 has had an unprecedented impact on the residents of the City of Los Angeles, but we will 
recover from its hardships. While the City is moving to  protect its residents, other forces have been 
working to reduce environmental regulations.  The federal government is making concessions offered to 
fossil fuel providers, rollbacks in the protections afforded by the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, and 
reductions to motor vehicle fuel standards all under the guise of Covid-19 response. These actions are 
setbacks in our efforts for a more sustainable society for all residents.  Failure to act now in the Climate 
Emergency will result in more long-lasting misery for the people of Los Angeles, particularly those in 
traditionally underserved communities. 

Although we recognize that the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have had an unforeseen effect on the 
City’s budget planning, we oppose cuts to climate change programs. The City of Los Angeles can provide 
leadership in the near-term health crisis as well as the longer-term climate crisis. We should restore 
funding for the Office of Climate Emergency Mobilization ($500k), including the Climate Emergency 
Commission ($200k), and the Community Assemblies and pilot projects ($300k) for a total of $1 
million to the proposed budget.  The Climate Emergency Department is critical to engaging our City’s 
frontline communities to shape a just and sustainable recovery that builds a healthier and more resilient 
future for Angelenos. In addition, please reinstate the four staffers working on the Planning 
Department’s Wildlife Connectivity project. These portions of the overall budget can bring enormous 
short and long-term benefits to the people of Los Angeles, particularly to low income communities of 
color that are being disproportionately impacted by climate change and the COVID-18 pandemic.  

Failure to address the Climate Emergency as part of plans to emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic is not 
an option.  The Sierra Club Angeles Chapter strongly supports the motion by Councilmember Koretz to 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-0482


include climate issues as essential services.  We urge the restoration of funding for these initiatives to 
the 2020-2021 proposed budget. 

Thank you for putting the people’s health and security in the forefront of your planning for today and 
the future.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sharon Lee Koch 

Chair, Executive Committee 

Angeles Chapter 

Sierra Club 
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Mayor Eric Garcetti 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
May 7, 2020 
 
Re: Council Files 20-0482 (climate as essential services) and 20-0600 (proposed budget) 
 
Dear Mayor Garcetti and the City Council: 
 
If there is any lesson many of us in the Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance have learned over the course of the 
coronavirus pandemic, it is that we have to be forward-thinking and prepare for what we know will come; we ignore 
predicted crises at our peril. In that vein, we object to the proposed budget as described in Council File 20-0600, and we 
support Council File 20-0482, to classify as essential emergency services any efforts to reduce greenhouse gas and toxic 
emissions. 
 
Unfortunately, the climate crisis will not wait on hold while we address the impacts of the coronavirus pandemic, and 
although we expect to see some cuts to climate mitigation programs in order to close the budget gap caused by the 
projected drop in revenue and unexpected costs due to the pandemic, those programs should not be eliminated; we do 
not want you to repeat the mistake made by the Trump administration in disbanding the Office of Global Health Security 
and Biodefense prior to the pandemic. 
 
Specifically, our concerns include: 

 the elimination of the Office of Climate Emergency Mobilization, the Climate Emergency Commission, and 
Community Assemblies (all of which were just about to launch, and which would have engaged low-income 
communities, who are particularly vulnerable to the climate crisis as well as this pandemic, in a just transition to 
a sustainable economy) 

 the elimination of the Wildlife Pilot Study, which protects habitat connectivity 
 reductions in funding for protection and maintenance of existing mature trees throughout the city—now more 

than ever, we need to protect the lungs of Los Angeles 
 
We have known about and felt the effects of the escalating climate crisis for many years—each year breaking new 
records with more extreme weather and wildfires. Although the speed at which we are experiencing the impacts of 
these two crises is different, make no mistake that the climate crisis is causing increasing numbers of human deaths. To 
continue to react to short-term threats while postponing, or outright ignoring, whole-system issues is near-sighted and 
dangerous. Far better would be to treat the immediate crisis as a part of our overall strategy for dealing with the larger 
one that we know will be a multi-generational, global endeavor. 
 
This is a painful time, but we do not want to return to the way things were; we want to do better. And this budget is, at 
the end of the day, a statement of our values. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steering Board Members of the Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance 

 
    Shelley Billik     Don Dwiggins     Lisa Hart             Ernesto Hidalgo              Loraine Lundquist 
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Surfrider Foundation May 18, 2020 
Los Angeles Chapter 
2902 Lincoln Blvd 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
 
Mayor Eric Garcetti 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 N Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
 

RE: SUPPORT FOR MOTIONS (CF#20-0482 and CF#20-0600) 
 
 
Dear Mayor Garcetti and members of the Los Angeles City Council: 
 
The Surfrider Foundation has been advocating for the health of coastal ecosystems 
and the communities therein for 35 years. On behalf of over ten thousand members 
and supporters in the Los Angeles metropolitan area we submit this letter to urge 
you to protect funds for the Climate Emergency Mobilization Office, the Climate 
Emergency Commission, and ensure a process of deep engagement with frontline 
communities to shape our environmental and climate policies.  
 
We understand that times are difficult. The coronavirus pandemic has presented the 
City of Los Angeles with the greatest social and economic challenges it has faced in 
modern history. With thousands of businesses shuttered and nearly a million jobs 
lost, the coronavirus has infected over 37,000 Angelenos and killed 1,821 as of today, 
Monday, May 18th. While the effort to address this public health crisis is paramount, 
our collective work to meet the demands of the climate emergency remains as 
essential and urgent as ever. 
 
Local, state and federal authorities have all been caught off guard and unprepared 
to respond swiftly and efficiently to the widespread disruptions of the coronavirus. If 



the City of Los Angeles abandons its duty to act aggressively on climate we are 
guaranteed to find ourselves ill-equipped to deal with the cycle of natural, social and 
economic disasters that could make the disruptions associated with Covid-19 seem 
quaint by comparison. As such, it is critical that the City pass Councilmember 
Koretz’s motions (CF#20-0482 and CF#20-0600) to ensure that the Climate 
Emergency Mobilization Office and Climate Emergency Commission be included 
and fully funded in the City’s essential emergency services so that we can continue 
to address the ongoing threat of climate change. 
 
Let us be clear: the climate crisis is a public health crisis powered by the fossil fuel 
industry which continues to deny the impacts of an extractive economy that is 
devastating everything from frontline communities to global marine ecosystems. 
The impacts of the coronavirus pandemic and the sicknesses brought on by our 
fossil fuel economy are all too easy to link. Front and fenceline communities afflicted 
with increased rates of chronic respiratory illness, cardiovascular disease and cancer 
from living beneath the shadow of neighborhood oil and gas operations are the 
same communities being hit the hardest by Covid-19 . Meanwhile, global emissions 1

continue to carbon-load the atmosphere, increasing the frequency and intensity of 
so-called natural disasters, fueling everything from severe droughts to ocean 
acidification. At a time when the world is suffering the impacts of a global pandemic, 
it comes as no surprise that industry is using the coronavirus to undermine local, 
state and federal regulations that serve to protect our air and water, putting more 
and more Americans at risk at a time when our elected officials should be doing 
everything in their power to safeguard public health.  The plastics industry too is 2

using this crisis as an opportunity to fearmonger, working to roll back plastic 
pollution laws, flood traumatized communities with single-use disposables and 
enshrine their fossil-fuel baked products into state and national health codes .  3

 
The City of Los Angeles has made important strides to tackle greenhouse gas and 
toxic emissions, increase energy efficiency, reduce waste and the impacts of plastic 
pollution, restore natural ecosystems, address environmental injustices and build a 
framework for resilient communities throughout the greater metropolitan area. At a 
time when a global pandemic is further underscoring deep social inequalities and 
with Los Angeles established as a national leader in combating climate change it 
would be ethically irresponsible for the Mayor and City Council to shirk its duty to 
address it head-on. The future savings for acting on climate need to be underscored 
as well. By funding the CEMO the City of Los Angeles stands to save significantly on 
everything from energy and water to infrastructure and health care. By continuing 

1 Amid COVID-19, the Trump administration sets dangerous air pollution standards - EDF 
2 Trump dismantles environmental protections under cover of coronavirus - The Guardian 
3 In Coronavirus, Industry Industry Sees Chance to Undo Plastic Bag Bans - The New York Times 

http://blogs.edf.org/health/2020/05/11/pm-standards-houston-analysis/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/may/10/trump-environmental-blitzkrieg-coronavirus
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/climate/plastic-bag-ban-virus.html


to invest time and resources into the CEMO we can expect to save at least six dollars 
for every dollar we spend on building climate resilience.  4

 
We applaud the bold leadership our City’s elected officials have shown in the midst 
of this unprecedented public health and economic crisis, especially your efforts to 
protect workers, tenants, immigrants, and other especially vulnerable populations. 
We know you face difficult choices every day that impact the well-being of 
Angelenos, including how to manage a budget deficit provoked by 
pandemic-induced economic shutdown. Together we must do everything in our 
power to beat back the spread of coronavirus and protect the health and well-being 
of all our communities, and there is no more essential service than working to meet 
the demands of the climate crisis and ensure a just and livable planet for future 
generations.  
 
Thank you for your service and consideration in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Graham Hamilton 
Surfrider Foundation 
Los Angeles Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 For Every Dollar Invested in Climate-Resilient Infrastructure Six Dollars Are Saved, Secretary-General 
Says in Message for Disaster Risk Reduction Day - United Nations Report 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19807.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19807.doc.htm

