
Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Doug Smith
Date Submitted: 06/12/2020 09:40 AM
Council File No: 20-0616 
Comments for Public Posting:  On behalf of the LA Street Vendor Campaign, please see the

attached letter in response to agenda items 5 (CF 13-1493-S10)
and 6 (CF 20-0616) on the June 12 Public Works Committee
agenda, including recommendations to support LA street vendors
during the COVID-19 emergency and recovery. Thank you for
your consideration of this important issue. 



June 11, 2020 

 

City Council, Public Works Committee 

City of Los Angeles 

200 N. Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Delivered via electronic mail 

 

RE: Agenda items 5 (CF 13-1493-S10) and 6 (CF 20-0615) --  LA Street Vendor Campaign 

response to the StreetsLA Status Report on Sidewalk and Park Vending Program, the 

proposed sidewalk dining program, and recommendations to support LA street vendors. 

 

Dear Honorable Councilmembers, 

 

The LA Street Vendor Campaign (LASVC) writes in response to the StreetsLA Status Report on 

Sidewalk and Park Vending Program (Status Report), the accompanying Report from the Board of Public 

Works (Board Report), as well as the amending motion relative to a sidewalk dining program (Buscaino-

Bonin-Price motion). These items are scheduled to be heard by your Committee on June 12, 2020 

(Agenda Items 5 and 6). We appreciate this opportunity to draw your attention to certain challenges not 

addressed in the Status Report, and to provide recommendations on immediate actions the City should 

take to protect thousands of low-income entrepreneurs who are being devastated by the impacts of the 

COVID-19 public health emergency and corresponding economic turmoil. 

 

The LASVC is a citywide coalition of community-based organizations, labor unions, and thousands of 

street vendors who have been working for years to advance and protect the rights of low-income vendors. 

Our coalition, and the worker-led movement to legalize street vending in California, has always been led 

by those most impacted: low-income vendors. The perspectives and recommendations in this letter are the 

result of many years of directly engaging vendor leaders to collectively develop a policy and 

implementation platform that is rooted in the deep experiential knowledge of LA’s vending community. 

 

I. The Status Report does not describe enormous challenges facing street vendors and fails 

to adequately address the significant structural and bureaucratic barriers preventing 

more street vendors from successfully accessing opportunity in Los Angeles. 

 

While the Status Report notes certain challenges to city departments in implementing the sidewalk 

vending program, a full account of the challenges faced by low-income street vendors is missing. To fill 

these gaps, we would like to draw your attention to the following issues. 

 

To date, the City has not prioritized vendors during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

The unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic has affected our city in devastating and immeasurable ways. 

Thousands of families have lost loved ones, tens of thousands have lost work, businesses have been 

shuttered, and family and community support networks have been disrupted. The City has been forced to 

make many difficult decisions, and has adopted many important programs to address this crisis. But when 

it comes to the City’s efforts to stabilize our small business economy, street vendors have largely been 

excluded. 



Perhaps the most glaring example occurred March 17, when Los Angeles City Council considered a 

number of motions and proposals concerning local small businesses impacted by the newly adopted stay-

at-home orders. While great ideas to support essential and non-essential brick and mortar businesses were 

discussed, street vendors received a very different treatment. Instead of emergency support, Council 

passed a motion1 that called for increased enforcement against street vendors, originally presented as a 

“blanket moratorium” on vending, without any corresponding financial relief to this mostly immigrant 

subsistence earning workforce.2 

 

Following the City’s action, on April 30th, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (DPH) 

announced that it would begin asking unpermitted sidewalk vendors to cease operations in Los Angeles 

County.  Alarmingly, the DPH also announced that public health inspectors would begin notifying law 

enforcement about vendors lacking permits and begin issuing criminal citations, which could result in 

vendors being charged with misdemeanors and fined up to $1,000. The DPH further urged the public to 

stop patronizing sidewalk vendors, and invited the public to report non-compliant vendors via email and 

social media. The consequences of criminalization for a largely low-income and undocumented 

immigrant workforce are well-documented and unconscionably severe.  

 

Shortly after the “Safer at Home” order was imposed, the City and County took quick action to help many 

restaurants make up for lost revenue and meet community needs by selling groceries –something that 

typically requires a separate license.  After initially shutting down restaurants operating without a grocery 

permit, the County3 quickly promulgated new guidelines allowing restaurants to temporarily sell groceries 

without permits, provided they followed new guidelines (which amounted to a bullet-point list).4  

Conversely, the County has not provided the same accommodations for vendors who are also serving 

essential needs in their communities. This is especially frustrating for the numerous vendors who have 

sought to obtain County health permits over the years, only to be told there is absolutely no flexibility in 

the rigid requirements and restrictions. It is clear that the City and County can be nimble and creative in 

the midst of an emergency, but with respect to street vending, have chosen to double down on 

enforcement and criminalization instead.  

 

Since the stay at home orders went into effect, the vast majority of vendors have complied with City and 

County directives to cease operations, in order to protect personal and public health. But this means they 

have stopped making an income. They cannot pay rent, they struggle to put food on the table, and they 

stare down the threat (or reality) of homelessness on a daily basis. The majority of vendors who are 

undocumented immigrants have been largely excluded from federal relief programs.  Despite this reality, 

meaningful City support has not materialized. 

 

                                                           
1 http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0147-s27_Mot.pdf 
2 Brittny Mejia and Emily Alpert Reyes, “Can Tacos Stand Against Coronavirus? L.A. Street Vendors Struggle 

Under Lockdown,” LA Times, March 18, 2020. https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-03-18/coronavirus-

street-vendors-taco-stands 
3 Supervisor Hahn, who brought an emergency motion on the issue, told ABC 7 Eyewitness News: “Instead of just 

shutting them down, I wanted to find a way that we could find a compromise that would work for everybody while 

we keep people safe.”  https://abc7.com/la-county-covid-coronavirus-health/6068403/.  Mayor Eric Garcetti also 

weighed in, declaring that he thought regulations should be relaxed during an emergency. 
4 https://la.eater.com/2020/4/2/21203572/los-angeles-county-restaurants-sell-groceries-takeout-health-department-

coronavirus 

http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0147-s27_Mot.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-03-18/coronavirus-street-vendors-taco-stands
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-03-18/coronavirus-street-vendors-taco-stands


To fill this gap, the LASVC has created a fund to provide emergency basic income to vendors who are 

unable to work and excluded from other safety net programs.5  To date, we have raised over $375,000, 

resulting in more than 700 vendors receiving $400 cash cards. We are proud of this work and grateful to 

the many generous donors who have contributed to the fund, but we are also keenly aware that this is not 

enough. We are also disappointed that our collective organizations have devoted hundreds of hours to 

create and implement a program the government should have been leading. 

 

A glimmer of home comes in the form of a motion introduced by Councilmembers Rodriguez, Cedillo 

and Price on June 9, 2020, which proposes an allocation of $5 million from the City’s CARES Act 

funding to support sidewalk vendors in accessing the equipment needed to comply with DPH 

requirements. We hope this proposal is approved and implemented as soon as possible to begin including 

vendors in our recovery.  

 

The City’s permitting structure is cost-prohibitive for very low-income entrepreneurs 

 

In November 2019, the City Council set the Vending Permit fee at $291 annually for the first six months 

of 2020. Originally, the annual permit fee was slated to rise to $541 on July 1. This would be the highest 

permit fee in the region,6 and the 2nd highest in the entire country. For one point of comparison, the 

annual licensing fee to practice law in the state of California, a profession that commands an average 

salary of over $168,000/year, is $544 – a mere $3 more than the City is asking subsistence-earning 

sidewalk vendors to pay. This places a significant, if not insurmountable, burden on the low-income 

vendor population.7 Moreover, the flat fee does not take into account the wide diversity of vending 

practices among the thousands of vendors across the city,8 and is incompatible with a family business 

model.9 

 

We appreciate Councilmembers Price and O’Farrell’s efforts to delay the implementation of the higher 

fee for an additional year – to July, 2021. However, as outlined below, vendors have been devastated by 

the COVID-19 crisis and struggling just to survive. We urge the Council to now take the additional steps 

of refunding all permit fees paid and creating a no-fee permit until 6 months after the emergency period 

ends. 

 

                                                           
5 https://www.inclusiveaction.org/covid19response 
6 For example, Santa Monica has an annual permit fee of $157.96; Pasadena has an annual permit fee of $142; and 

Glendale has an annual permit fee of $295. 
7 LASVC member organizations provided financial literacy support to more than 275 low income street vendors in 

the past three years, and have found their average income is $15,875. Charging $541 annually for only the vending 

permit would be prohibitive, preventing them from entering the formal economy and countering the initial intent of 

the Program the City thoughtfully imagined in November 2018. 
8 Many vendors are seniors on fixed incomes, part-time business operators, and/or low-income workers. For 

example, one LA-based vendor is an elderly woman who lives with her son and his family, contributes her entire 

Social Security check to the household income to help cover rent and other family expenses, and vends a few times a 

month to cover her own basic necessities. A $541 annual permit fee is an infeasible expense for a low-income and/or 

fixed-income individual who relies on the modest income of part-time vending to cover basic needs. 
9 The vending permit requirement is also specific to each individual worker instead of a fee per each business 

operation. This requires family business operations to pay for two or more permits at the full price, further 

exacerbating the financial stress the City is putting on family budgets. The City should only require a single permit 

for a single business, just as it does for the City Business Tax Registration Certificate, which only requires a single 

license for each business. 

https://www.inclusiveaction.org/covid19response


Refunding and waiving permit fees is vital, considering the enormous costs that vendors face just to 

operate their business. In fact, the City vending permit fee is only one of several fees and costs that a 

vendor may incur in order to fully legalize their business. The following is just a sample of additional fees 

and costs that a food vendor may incur on the pathway to formalizing their business: 

● $772 Annual fee for a County Health Department Permit 

● $742 one-time cost for Plan Check, consisting of an inspection of a vendor’s cart 

● $100 fee for a Food Manager’s Permit (renewed every five years) 

● $15,000 approximate cost for a Health Department compliant cart on the market 

● $6,000 annual lease for commissary space 

In reality, many vendors are facing costs of more than $20,000 before they can even apply for a city 

vending permit.  

 

So while we appreciate the recommendation in the Status Report to defer permit fees and extend permit 

expiration dates, this is simply not enough in our current crisis. Most vendors have been unable to work 

for several months. Any savings they may have cobbled together has vanished, going directly to food and 

rent, or other necessities for survival. Charging vendors - many of whom are facing down the prospect of 

homelessness or are already homeless - hundreds of dollars in order to work is counterproductive and 

wholly inconsistent with the economic recovery framework our City needs.  

 

Significant bureaucratic hurdles prevent most vendors from accessing the permit program. 

 

The Status Report claims that “the implementation and marketplace for vendors has been significantly 

disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic.” This is certainly true. But the truth is, most vendors were unable 

to navigate the morass of jurisdictional overlap and bureaucratic hurdles before the pandemic struck.  

 

City regulations require vendors to obtain three other permits in order to issue a city vending permit: (1) a 

City Business Tax Registration Certificate (BTRC): (2) a California Seller’s Permit; and (3) a County 

Health Permit (if a food vendor). In order to obtain a Seller’s Permit and a City Business Tax Registration 

Certificate (“City Business License”), many vendors must first acquire an Individual Taxpayer 

Identification Number (ITIN), which requires filing an application with the Internal Revenue Service 

(IRS) in conjunction with filing a tax return. This is a challenging process for many vendors who are wary 

of government paperwork and unaccustomed to bureaucratic procedures. While there are free ITIN 

services available for individuals, most commonly through the federal Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

(VITA) program only during tax season, these services are not commonly available at the business source 

centers, where vendors are currently directed to go to receive support with the licensing process. Further, 

in order to apply for an ITIN, applicants must submit original forms of identification in the mail, 

effectively disabling them from moving forward with any other part of the process because they will not 

have a government issued identification card available to them during the four to six week filing period. 

 

Perhaps the biggest obstacle, however, is the inaccessibility of the County health permitting process. As 

noted above, the costs are astronomical. This is due, in part, to the outdated nature of the County’s health 

regulations for mobile food facilities, which have been largely developed for food trucks and do not 

adequately account for small scale sidewalk vending operations. As just one example, there is no existing 

cart for hot food vendors that is compliant with both the City of LA sidewalk vending requirements as 

well as County DPH regulations. The size regulations in the City of LA are dictated by the size of 

sidewalks, ADA requirements, and the park requirements for carts to be no larger than 3 feet wide by 8 

feet long. For hot foods, no cart exists currently that meets these size constraints. 



 

These challenges are well-known among DPH and the cart manufacturing industry. Prior to the COVID-

19 pandemic, conversations between City staff, DPH officials, County departments, and the cart 

manufacturing industry had begun. However, these conversations were proceeding far too slowly to meet 

the needs of LA’s street vendor economy, and these conversations have ceased entirely as a result of the 

pandemic. A just recovery from COVID-19 requires prioritizing and expediting these conversations to 

identify and immediately implement creative solutions. We have seen how quickly the City and County 

can act when motivated to do so – in April, County officials quickly suspended grocery permitting 

requirements and created new temporary standards for restaurants to sell groceries. This was an important 

action to meet the needs of LA residents and small businesses, but it begs the question if we can move so 

quickly and creatively, why has it taken so long to find solutions to the barriers faced by low-income 

street vendors.  

 

Outreach efforts are not reaching vendors 

 

Prior to the pandemic, $350,000 had been allocated for community outreach efforts for the fiscal year. As 

we now near the end of the fiscal year, it appears that only $118,108.17 of that money has been contracted 

out, preventing community based organizations and the Business Source Centers from fully staffing and 

executing engagement work. And because the contracts were signed in February of this year, the City’s 

goals of providing culturally appropriate information about the program were deeply thwarted by the 

pandemic. Because only 33.7% of the original money has been allocated, the full intent of the outreach 

program has not been met. The impacts of limited outreach has been amplified by the pandemic, and the 

subsequent de-facto ban that was put in place for sidewalk vending 

 

Pursuing a punitive enforcement program when permits are inaccessible is not resulting in more 

compliance and is only saddling low-income workers with debt. 

 

The Status Report claims that “the focus of compliance efforts has been education and voluntary 

compliance,” yet over 200 ACE citations have been issued in the first five months of the year. The Status 

Report also discloses that citations and fines have continued during the pandemic. 

 

While education and voluntary compliance may be the stated goal, the City has been sending vendors a 

very different message. In the MacArthur Park area, vendors routinely report receiving conflicting 

messages from different offices about where they are allowed to operate. In other areas, vendors had been 

told they are not allowed to have umbrellas despite the fact that nothing in the ordinance or the 

regulations prohibit shade structures and early versions of the regulations depicted a vendor with an 

umbrella over their cart. Several vendors have reported that they have been threatened with property 

confiscation, despite the fact that the ordinance appropriately does not include confiscation in the 

enforcement framework. Other vendors have reported that StreetsLA officers are demanding to see health 

permits from vendors, despite the fact that ensuring vendors operate with health permits is solely within 

the enforcement authority of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health and the California 

Department of Public Health.10 Finally, there are several reports that StreetsLA is requesting LAPD back 

up when patrolling, despite the fact that vending violations are not criminal in nature. On top of all of this, 

City Council approved a resolution in February in support of state legislation that could reinstitute 

                                                           
10 Health and Safety Code Sections 114381(b), 113713(a), 113773, and 113763; LAMC Section 42.13. 



criminal penalties for sidewalk vending,11 despite being fully aware of the incredible threat that 

criminalization poses to immigrant workers under the Trump administration. What message does this 

send to the tens of thousands of struggling vendors in LA? 

 

The continued issuance of citations and fines during the pandemic – at least 15 citations issued in the 

Hollywood Boulevard area according to the Status Report –only creates more debt for people struggling 

to survive. Issuing ACE citations during the initial program roll-out, and especially during the pandemic, 

is an ineffective tactic. The LASVC has coordinated legal clinics to assist vendors in applying for fine 

reductions based on ability-to-pay, as permitted under state law. During these clinics, we have assisted 

vendors with approximately half of all citations issued this year, and every single vendor participating in 

our clinics has qualified for a fine reduction. Why then, is the City continuing to issue these citations, and 

why, during this devastating pandemic, has the City not taken action to dismiss all pending citations?  

 

Vendors face an impossible catch-22. They cannot pay rent without working; and if they work without a 

permit they face tickets and fines; but City actions and bureaucratic hurdles prevent them from obtaining 

a permit. This cycle is unproductive for all parties involved.  

 

II. The City’s re-opening and recovery framework blatantly excludes street vendors and 

intensifies a long history of prioritizing certain types of businesses over the mostly-

immigrant and low-income street vending sector 

 

As if the above challenges were not difficult enough, the City now appears to be moving full steam ahead 

toward a re-opening and recovery framework that completely excludes low-income sidewalk vendors. 

 

On May 29, the County’s request for a local variance to the State’s order was approved, allowing brick 

and mortar restaurants to reopen under certain guidelines. However, the County announced that 

inspections would not take place, and that restaurants are operating on “the honor system.”12  

 

Street vendors are entitled to no such honor system. The onerous inspection and permit requirements 

described above still remain in place, and DPH office closures have prevented vendors from even 

accessing inspections.  The City’s initiative to enhance enforcement against food vendors remains in 

effect. Vendors who have struggled for years to meet rigid County standards now watch brick and mortar 

restaurants get the benefit of the doubt and honor system treatment that they never received. 

 

Also on May 29, the City formally announced the LA Al Fresco program. This initiative grants free 

permits to restaurants for sidewalk dining and other operations in public space, in order to promote social 

distancing. The program focuses on brick and mortar restaurants and completely ignores sidewalk 

vendors - the original forerunners of dynamic LA sidewalk dining. This omission is ripe with racial equity 

and economic justice concerns, raises serious equal protection concerns, and spoils what could be an 

important and successful policy to maximize public space in our recovery framework.  

 

                                                           
11 City Council File 19-0002-S191, 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=19-0002-S19 
12 Elina Shatkin, “LA Restaurants Can Reopen for Dine-In Service as Soon as Tonight,” LAist, May 29, 2020 

https://laist.com/2020/05/29/la_restaurants_can_reopen_dine-in_service_as_soon_as_tonight.php  

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=19-0002-S19
https://laist.com/2020/05/29/la_restaurants_can_reopen_dine-in_service_as_soon_as_tonight.php


Beyond the omission of vendor opportunities within the LA Al Fresco program, the program rules also 

demonstrate the City’s unequal treatment of vendors compared to other types of food retail 

establishments. For example, the LA Al Fresco rules require that sidewalk dining “stay clear a minimum 

of 18-inches away from the edge of the square that holds an honorees’ star” on the Hollywood Walk of 

Fame.13 Conversely, the City’s sidewalk vending regulations prohibit vendors from operating within 500 

feet of the Walk of Fame. This wildly different standard has a disproportionately negative impact on the 

mostly immigrant low-income street vendor workforce. Allowing sidewalk dining on the Walk of Fame 

(which will take up more sidewalk space than a vendor) is a de facto admission that the City’s prohibition 

of sidewalk vending in that same space is not directly related to objective health, safety and welfare 

concerns.14 

 

III. There are multiple opportunities currently pending before this Council to reverse the 

trend of exclusion and meaningfully support low-income street vendors. 

 

On June 2, 2020, the Board of Public Works considered the Status Report and heard testimony from low-

income street vendors. At that meeting, the Board unanimously expressed support for stronger protections 

for LA’s street vendors. The Board strengthened the recommendations to the Council and directed 

StreetsLA to report back on a number of key reforms, including: integrating vendors in the LA Al Fresco 

Initiative; creating special vending districts in lieu of no vending zones; location-specific permits for high 

traffic areas; waiving permit fee through the end of 2021; creating community owned commissary space; 

making PPE available to all vendors; providing a hotline for vendors to report harassment or intimidation; 

increasing technical assistance; working with the County to remove barriers to DPH permits; and ensuring 

better language access throughout the program.  

 

At the June 3, 2020 City Council hearing, Councilmembers Buscaino, Bonin, and Price introduced an 

amending motion to the sidewalk dining item (CF 20-0616). This motion proposes additional supports for 

street vendors, including: (1) requesting the City Attorney prepare and present an ordinance to establish 

an expedited and no-cost citywide permit process for street vendors during the COVID-19 Local 

Emergency; (2) directing the Board of Public Works to refund vending permit fees that have been 

collected; (3) rescinding the Council actions taken during its meeting held March 17, 2020, relative to 

directing various street vending enforcement actions by the Bureau of Street Services, LAPD and LA 

County Department of Public Health (Council File 20-0147-S27); and (4) ensuring Departments 

explicitly list sidewalk vending as eligible for the sidewalk dining program. 

 

On June 9, 2020, Councilmembers Rodriguez, Cedillo, and Price proposed allocating $5 million from the 

City’s CARES Act funding to support sidewalk vendors in accessing the equipment needed to comply 

with DPH requirements.  

 

The Public Works Committee now has the opportunity to take meaningful action on these proposals, and 

include additional steps as outlined below, in order to support LA’s low-income entrepreneurs. 

                                                           
13 LA Al Fresco Sidewalk Dining Program Rules and Guidelines, Rule 12. https://engpermitmanual.lacity.org/other-

boe-permitsprocesses/technical-procedures/00-la-al-fresco-sidewalk-dining-program-rules-and 
14 See, Government Code Section 51038(c) (“A local authority may, by ordinance or resolution, adopt additional 

requirements regulating the time, place, and manner of sidewalk vending if the requirements are directly related to 

objective health, safety, or welfare concerns, including, but not limited to, any of the following: […]”), and 

Government Code Section 51038(e) (“For purposes of this section, perceived community animus or economic 

competition does not constitute an objective health, safety, or welfare concern.”) 

https://engpermitmanual.lacity.org/other-boe-permitsprocesses/technical-procedures/00-la-al-fresco-sidewalk-dining-program-rules-and
https://engpermitmanual.lacity.org/other-boe-permitsprocesses/technical-procedures/00-la-al-fresco-sidewalk-dining-program-rules-and


IV. Recommendations for urgent and immediate City actions to support LA street vendors 

 

The challenges outlined above are placing an already vulnerable population at greater risk. Under the 

leadership of Vendedores en Acción – a collective of vendor leaders from across LA – the LASVC 

proposes the following immediate steps for your consideration and action: 

1. Approve the recommendation from the Board of Public Works and amend and approve request #1 

from the Buscaino-Bonin-Price motion to create an expedited and no-cost permit for street 

vendors until 6 months after the emergency period ends.  

2. Approve the recommendation from the Board of Public Works and directive #2 from the 

Buscaino-Bonin-Price motion to fully refund all permit fees that have been collected. 

3. Approve the recommendation from the Board of Public Works to extend the expiration date of all 

vending permits issued through June 30, 2020 to be eighteen months from the date of permit 

issuance. 

4. Approve directive #3 from the Buscaino-Bonin-Price motion to rescind the Council actions taken 

during its meeting held March 17, 2020, relative to directing various street vending enforcement 

actions by the Bureau of Street Services, LAPD and LA County Department of Public Health 

(Council File 20-0147-S27), and reaffirm the commitment to prioritizing education and outreach 

over punitive enforcement. 

5. Approve directive #4 from the Buscaino-Bonin-Price motion to meaningfully include sidewalk 

vendors in the LA Al Fresco initiative and any other outdoor dining program. At minimum, 

reserve ample sidewalk, parking lot, and other public space exclusively for sidewalk vendors and 

waive any fees or insurance requirements. 

6. Repeal the prohibition on vending on the Walk of Fame. Ensure that sidewalk vendors have equal 

access to that space as sidewalk dining establishments, in compliance with equal protections 

standards and SB 946 requirements. Establish specialized rules and a special vending district, as 

may be necessary to account for unique considerations, without excluding vendors. 

7. Create new special vending districts in both high vending areas and in current no vending zones 

with localized rules that permit vending in a manner that supports both public health measures 

and vendor economic recovery.  

8. Offer location-specific permits. Many vendors who complied with Stay at Home orders have 

subsequently lost their normal vending spot and should be allowed to return with a permit that 

grants exclusive right to that location. 

9. Cancel any outstanding administrative citations. As noted above, each vendor assisted in our legal 

clinics qualified for fine reduction under the state ability-to-pay standards. During this 

unprecedented health and economic crisis, the City should not require individual petitions, but 

City Attorney should dismiss all outstanding ACE citations and cancel all fines and fees 

associated with vending.  

10. Create community-owned commissary space and repurpose vacant and underutilized kitchens to 

support street vendor operations. The City should identify vacant lots that can serve as 

commissary spaces for street vendors and support non-profit and cooperative ownership models 

to promote equitable and just economic recovery. The City should also survey and create an 



inventory of underutilized kitchens at schools, places of worship, and other locations that might 

be repurposed or made available for occasional use as commercial kitchen facilities for street 

vendors. The City should explore all available incentives for owners of underutilized kitchens to 

make the space available for vendors to prepare food and store equipment. 

11. Make PPE available to street vendors. 

12. Provide meaningful emergency financial support to low-income street vendors, prioritizing 

immigrant workers excluded from other relief programs. In addition to approving the proposal 

from Councilmember Rodriquez to allocation $5 million in CARES Act funding, this Committee 

should take additional steps to establish street vendor-focused loan funds that provide capital to 

street vendors, direct emergency basic income, and loans with forgivable principals. 

13. Work with the County to issue temporary food permits that ensure vendors’ ability to work and 

provide a safe experience for all customers.  The City and County acted swiftly to remove 

regulatory barriers to grocery permits during the pandemic. The same can be done for street 

vendors. During this emergency and recovery period, the City and County should partner to 

establish unique standards for temporary DPH clearance for food vending. 

 

*** 

The Sidewalk Vending Program was an important step in protecting the tens of thousands of sidewalk 

vendors that make our public spaces vibrant and safe. This critical juncture requires thoughtful 

consideration as to how the program can adapt to our current crisis and contribute to a just recovery that 

makes public space a truly safe and thriving environment for everyone. Meeting the needs listed above 

will ensure that LA’s micro-businesses are protected and treated as the vital economic engine they are, 

especially in long-neglected neighborhoods throughout the City.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

LA Street Vendor Campaign 

 

 

 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Sara Steffan
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Council File No: 20-0616 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please eliminate the double standard for street vendors and, in

addition to supporting restaurants requesting open-air dining,
provide adequate protections both physically and financially to
sidewalk vendors. They give our city the character it well known
for, and deserve as much support as the wealthier restaurants.
Please remove the barriers to entry the street vendors have in
seeking permits. Vending shouldn't be contingent on having a
permit for running water. Allow for offsite food prep and made it
easier for small trucks or carts to be permitted and serve the
people. 


