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The consequences of COVID-19 will further impact the City’s housing crisis and may 
contribute to a higher number of people falling into homelessness if immediate action is not taken. 
Numerous public entities are engaging in individual strategies to address the housing impacts 
within their jurisdiction. However, in order to successfully prevent individuals from falling into 
homelessness, public agencies must quickly coordinate their resources and collectively build a 
solid foundation for those most at risk. A partnership across entities to take inventory of publicly 
owned land and manage resources is key to building new supportive housing.

Each public entity’s contribution toward addressing homelessness is significant but can be 
more impactful when leveraged with other resources. City, County, State, and federal agencies 
own vacant or underutilized properties, which could be valuable resources for the development 
of supportive housing. The City’s Affordable Housing Opportunities Sites program, among other 
initiatives, facilitate the use of City-owned property for affordable and supportive housing.

State officials have also implemented initiatives to identify land for affordable housing. In 
January 2019, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-06-19 to ensure that State 
departments make a more concerted effort to identify land available for housing and create an 
inventory to share with potential developers. Assembly Bill 1486 (Ting), effective January 1, 
2020, aims to connect developers interested in building housing with publicly available land 
throughout the State. In addition, Assembly Bill 1255 (Rivas) requires that cities and counties 
report surplus and excess properties to be included in a statewide inventory.

Notwithstanding several public efforts to facilitate housing, entities such as the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) have recently encountered public scrutiny for 
maintaining houses vacant at a time when so many individuals are without a home. Given the 
scarcity of affordable land and housing, more should be done to maximize the use of public assets 
to the meet the needs of vulnerable populations. The City should forge partnerships with public 
entities to leverage resources and immediately respond to the growing housing crisis.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the General Services Department, with 
assistance from the Department of City Planning, to contact other local, County, State, and federal 
agencies and report with a list of publicly owned properties that are suitable for the development 
of supportive housing.
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