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Power Plant 1 and Power Plant 2 Transmission Line Upgrade
Project Ordinance to Establish Design-Build Criteria

SUMMARY
The proposed resolution recommends to the Los Angeles City Council (City Council)
approval, by Ordinance, of criteria for the design and construction of the Power Plant (PP) 1
and PP 2 Transmission Line Upgrade Project (Project), including removing the existing
double-circuit 115-kilovolt (kV) lines between Haskell Canyon Switching Station (SS) and
Olive SS, and installing two new high-voltage 230-kV transmission lines between Haskell
Canyon SS and Sylmar SS. Only one of the two 230-kV lines will be energized.
The Ordinance will authorize LADWP to pursue a design-build contract pursuant to a
competitive-sealed proposal method permitting negotiations relating to the engineering,
procurement, and construction of the Project based on the criteria established by the
Ordinance. The Ordinance will authorize a term not to exceed five years for the contract.
Pursuant to a competitive-sealed proposal method, alternative project delivery criteria
adopted by the Ordinance will permit an award to a proposer specialized in the design,
procurement, construction, and commissioning of a high-voltage 230-kV transmission
line. The sealed-proposal method, per City Charter Section 371(b), permits negotiations
after proposals have been opened to allow clarifications and changes to the proposal.
Per City Charter Section 371(a) and Los Angeles Administrative Code 10.47, the Local
Business Preference Program will apply. The extended term of the contract is
necessary because of the complexity of the Project, the long lead times to fabricate
major components, schedule uncertainties in the permitting process, mobilization
complexities, and the possible inclusion of extended warranties in the contract.
The approach will be to advertise one Request for Proposal with one contract which

will be awarded in whole or in part at LADWP’s discretion. The contract will be for the
engineering design of towers, transmission line equipment and material procurement,
acquisition of technical services, and the construction of a double-circuit, high-voltage
230-kV transmission line.
The high-voltage transmission line will be constructed in flat, steep, and rugged terrain.
The construction will be for a double-circuit, approximately 13-mile transmission line,
which would transmit the power from Haskell Canyon SS to Sylmar SS crossing
commercial and residential zones, major freeways, and in close proximity with existing
utilities including power lines (can be areas inaccessible to ground-based equipment)
comparable to the Project.
City Council approval, by Ordinance, is required per City Charter Sections 371(b), 373
and 674.
RECOMMENDATION
It is requested that the Board of Water and Power Commissioners (Board) adopt the
attached Resolution recommending City Council’s approval, by Ordinance, to allow the
use of competitive-sealed bid proposal method in accordance with City Charter Section
371(b), to allow a contract term not to exceed five years, and to grant the Board the
power to let a contract for a project transmitting electric energy in accordance with City
Charter Section 674 for the Project.
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED
No other alternative will adequately meet the deliverables provided by this Project.
FINANCIAL INFORMATION
The total estimated cost for the contract is approximately $70,000,000. The duration of
the proposed contract will not exceed five years.
BACKGROUND
The State of California (State) has established a Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS)
policy requiring the increased production and use of renewable energy (wind, solar,
small hydroelectric, biomass, and geothermal energy).
LADWP annually prepares an energy resource planning document titled Long-Term
Strategic Plan (LTSP) that provides a framework for ensuring the future electrical
energy needs of LADWP. As a component to the LTSP, LADWP has also adopted an
RPS policy that matches the State policy. The City of Los Angeles’ (City) Green L.A.
Plan is an action plan to lead the nation in fighting global warming and reduce the City's
greenhouse gas emissions to 35 percent below the 1990 levels by year 2030,
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The Project will assist LADWP in meeting its 2025 RPS goal to meet the renewable
energy mandate of 55 percent by year 2025. The implementation of the Project will
assist LADWP in meeting the requirements set forth in California Senate Bills 350 and
100.
This Project is an integral part of LADWP’s accelerated renewable resource targets and
long-term renewable portfolio goals of reaching 55 percent renewable energy by year
2025. The transmission line upgrade will provide additional transmission capacity for
interconnecting renewable projects.
In accordance with the Mayor’s Executive Directive No. 4, the City Administrative
Officer's (CAO) Report dated March 12, 2020, is attached.
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION
Determine item is in compliance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Guidelines Sections 15080-15097 (Environmental Impact Report [EIR] adopted on
September 10, 2019.) In accordance with CEQA, an EIR was prepared to analyze the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of the PP1/PP2 Conversion
Project. On September 10, 2019, the Board certified the EIR; adopted the Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program, Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding
Considerations; and approved the Project.
CITY ATTORNEY
The Office of the City Attorney reviewed and approved the attached Resolution and
Ordinance as to form and legality.
ATTACHMENTS
•
•
•

Resolution
Ordinance (draft)
CAO Report
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