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WHEREAS, the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) intends 
to manage the acquisition, design, engineering, procurement, and construction of 
the Power Plant 1 and Power Plant 2 Transmission Line Upgrade (Project); and

WHEREAS, the State of California has established a Renewable Portfolio 
Standard (RPS) policy requiring the increased production and use of renewable 
energy (such as wind, solar, small hydroelectric, biomass, and geothermal 
energy); and

WHEREAS, LADWP’s RPS Policy represents the continued commitment by 
LADWP to renewable energy, including the compliance targets set forth in 
California Senate Bills 350 and 100; and

WHEREAS, the strategies in LADWP's 2018 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) 
include regulatory requirements, policy objectives, and increases in eligible 
renewable energy resources, while maintaining service reliability using existing 
assets near eligible renewable energy resources and minimizing the financial 
impact on ratepayers; and

WHEREAS, this project is an integral part of LADWP’s long-term renewable 
portfolio goals of 50 percent by Year 2025. The transmission line upgrade will 
provide additional transmission capacity for interconnecting renewable projects;
and

WHEREAS, pursuant to LADWP's RPS Policy objectives and the IRP, LADWP 
proposes to oversee the design and construction of the Project, which consists of 
a13-mile, double-circuit, 230- kilovolt (kV) transmission line to transmit power 
from the Haskell Canyon Switching Station to the Sylmar Switching Station, 
which will provide additional transmission capacity for interconnecting renewable 
projects; and

WHEREAS, contracts utilizing alternate project delivery methods will facilitate 
contemporaneous coordination between LADWP’s staff, consultant(s), and 
construction contractor(s) to expedite efficient project development and to allow 
staged completion of engineering and construction of major components; and

WHEREAS, LADWP desires to advertise for Requests for Proposals using a 
competitive-sealed proposal method and follow criteria established by ordinance 
to award the Project to a proposer specialized in the construction of high-voltage 
transmission lines in steep terrain areas that permits negotiations after proposals
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have been submitted to allow clarifications and changes to the proposals. During 
the proposal phase, LADWP will emphasize to proposers that extensive 
environmental mitigation measures and a monitoring program are required by an 
agreement between the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Los Angeles 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest 
Service, the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management,
Kern County, and LADWP, and that proposers must include in their proposals 
mitigation measures for endangered species around the transmission line 
construction area including access roads, staging areas, and lay-down yards, 
as required by the Incidental Take Permit Application to California Department 
of Fish and Game; and

WHEREAS, City Charter Section 371(b) provides that as an alternative to an 
award pursuant to open and competitive bidding, a contract may be let pursuant 
to a competitive-sealed proposal method in accordance with criteria adopted by a 
two-thirds vote of the Los Angeles City Council. The competitive-sealed proposal 
method may permit negotiations in accordance with criteria as established by the 
Ordinance authorizing the use of such alternative method; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Ordinance is to establish criteria for the letting of 
contracts pursuant to a competitive-sealed proposal method and to authorize the 
use of an alternative project delivery method for the contract between LADWP 
and the successful proposer for design and construction services for the Project;
and

WHEREAS, because a large number of exceptions and clarifications are 
anticipated due to the complexity of the Project and due to the specialized nature 
of the Project, LADWP will require contract terms of up to five years to complete 
the entire Project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Water and Power 
Commissioners (Board) finds that adherence to the rule that the award be 
made to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder is not practicable or 
advantageous and that the competitive-sealed bid proposal method is in the 
best interests of the City of Los Angeles due to the complexity of the Project 
and the large number of exceptions and clarifications that can reasonably be 
anticipated for this type of project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that pursuant to City Charter Section 1022, 
the Board finds that it is more feasible to have the work performed by an 
independent contractor. There is insufficient existing LADWP staff to perform 
the work proposed to be contracted and additional staff cannot be employed 
and trained in a timely manner to meet LADWP’s needs.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board approves and recommends to the 
Los Angeles City Council adoption by Ordinance of the proposed criteria to be 
used in the selection of the contractor(s) for the proposed Project pursuant to 
City Charter Section 371(b) and that the Board be permitted to award the 
contract(s) for said equipment and construction for a term not to exceed five 
years without further approval by the Los Angeles City Council pursuant to 
City Charter Section 674.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a 
resolution adopted by the Board of Water and Power Commissioners of the City 
of Los Angeles at its meeting held. MAY 2 6 2020

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY 
MICHAEL N.FEUER, CITY ATTORNEY YVETTE L. FURR 

ASSISTANT BOARD SECRETARY

BY
MARK REUSCH 

DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY


