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Subject: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF VARIOUS ACTIONS RELATIVE TO THE CITY’S 
APPLICATION STRATEGY FOR THE 2020 LOCAL EARLY ACTION PLANNING 
(LEAP) GRANT

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Council, subject to the approval of the Mayor:

Adopt Recommendations II.A through II.E of the Housing and Community Investment 
Department (HCID) transmittal dated June 12, 2020 relative to the City’s application strategy 
for the 2020 Local Early Action Planning (LEAP) Grant;

1.

Adopt the resolution attached to this report, as required by the State for Entitlement local 
governments, in order to submit the final application for the LEAP grant; and,

2.

Instruct the General Manager of HCID, or designee, to report back on the acceptance of 
funds upon award, including but not limited to the following: recommended administration 
and distribution of funds with Controller instructions; implementation of eligible grant 
activities; and, program delivery timelines for successful coordination, process and 
completion of LEAP grant funded projects.

3.

SUMMARY

The Housing and Community Investment Department (HCID) requests various authorities relative 
to the City’s application strategy for the California Department of Housing and Community 
Development’s 2020 Local Early Action Planning (LEAP) Grant, including approving the HCID’s 
proposed grant activities and authorizing the HCID to: 1) sign on behalf of the City as an applicant 
for the grant; 2) develop application requirements; 3) execute the Standard Agreement, annual 
progress reports, or any related documents in accordance with the LEAP grant requirements; 4)
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accept grant funding; and, 5) report back on the acceptance of funds upon award. The City is 
eligible to apply for up to $1.5 million in grant funds and must submit a completed application by 
the deadline of July 1, 2020. This Office concurs with the Department’s recommendations, as 
amended to request that Council adopt the resolution attached to this report to be submitted as 
part of the City’s grant application.

The LEAP grant will provide one-time grant assistance to cities and counties to update their 
planning documents and implement process improvements that will facilitate the acceleration of 
housing production. The grant can also be used to help local governments update the sixth Cycle 
Regional Housing Needs Allocation. A list of eligible LEAP grant activities is included as Appendix 
A of the HCID transmittal dated June 12, 2020 (Report). If the City’s application is approved, all of 
the grant funds must be expended by December 2023. The HCID proposes to allocate the 
requested $1.5 million over a three-year period as follows: 1) $700,000 for staffing, outreach, and 
resources needed to update and implement the Housing Element of the General Plan; 2) $550,000 
to accelerate system improvements for the production of affordable housing development; and, 3) 
$250,000 for contractual services needed to streamline and expand affordable housing on public 
land. Additional information regarding the three proposed grant activities can be found in the HCID’s 
Report. It should be noted that HCID will be working with the Department of City Planning in the 
effort to update the Housing Element of the General Plan.

Subsequent to the release of their Report, the HCID confirmed that it anticipates receiving award 
amount letters between September and November of 2020. The HCID also confirmed that no 
matching funds are required to accept the LEAP grant and that grant funds will be released to the 
City on a reimbursement basis. It should be noted that the HCID will use existing resources to cover 
the initial costs of grant activities if its grant proposals are accepted, including an existing Housing 
Planning and Economic Analyst to support the Housing Element update efforts and an existing site 
design analysis contractor to streamline affordable housing on public land. If the LEAP grant is 
awarded, the HCID indicates that it will report back on the following: 1) the proposed use of up to 
five percent of the total LEAP grant allocation for administrative costs; 2) the positions that are 
intended to be funded by the LEAP grant funds; and, 3) additional information regarding the 
proposed contractual services.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

There is no impact to the General Fund. If awarded, the California Department of Housing and 
Community Development’s 2020 Local Early Action Planning Grant award will fund the proposed 
grant activities.

FINANCIAL POLICIES STATEMENT

The recommendations in this report comply with the City’s Financial Policies.
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Attachment

Appendix B

City of Los Angeles

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION

The City Council of the City of Los Angeles and Mayor hereby designate the Los Angeles 
Housing + Community Investment Department (HCIDLA) as the City of Los Angeles official 
Applicant Agency for the State of California Local Early Action Planning Grant. The City of 
Los Angeles hereby consents to, adopts and ratifies the following resolution:

WHEREAS, pursuant to Health and Safety Code 50515 et. Seq, the Department of 
Housing and Community Development (Department) is authorized to issue a Notice of 
Funding Availability (NOFA) as part of the Local Government Planning Support Grants 
Program (hereinafter referred to by the Department as the Local Early Action Planning 
Grants program or LEAP); and

WHEREAS, HCIDLA desires to submit a LEAP grant application package 
(“Application”), on the forms provided by the Department, for approval of grant funding 
for projects that assist in the preparation and adoption of planning documents and process 
improvements that accelerate housing production and facilitate compliance to implement 
the sixth cycle of the regional housing need assessment; and

WHEREAS, the Department has issued a NOFA and Application on January 27, 2020 in 
the amount of $119,040,000 for assistance to all California Jurisdictions;
Now, therefore, the City of Los Angeles (“Applicant”) resolves as follows:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SECTION 1. HCIDLA is hereby authorized and directed to apply for and submit to the 
Department the Application package;

SECTION 2. In connection with the LEAP grant, if the Application is approved by the 
Department, the The General Manager of HCIDLA and/or designee is authorized to 
submit the Application, enter into, execute, and deliver on behalf of the Applicant, a State 
of California Agreement (Standard Agreement) for the amount of $1.5 million, and any 
and all other documents required or deemed necessary or appropriate to evidence and 
secure the LEAP grant, the Applicant’s obligations related thereto, and all amendments 
thereto; and

SECTION 3. The Applicant shall be subject to the terms and conditions as specified in 
the NOFA, and the Standard Agreement provided by the Department after approval. The 
Application and any and all accompanying documents are incorporated in full as part of 
the Standard Agreement. Any and all activities funded, information provided, and 
timelines represented in the Application will be enforceable through the fully executed 
Standard Agreement. Pursuant to the NOFA and in conjunction with the terms of the



Standard Agreement, the Applicant hereby agrees to use the funds for eligible uses and 
allowable expenditures in the manner presented and specifically identified in the 
approved Application.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its 
passage.

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City of Los Angeles this
, 2020 by the following vote:day of July

AYES: ABSTENTIONS: NOES: ABSENT:

CERTIFICATE OF THE ATTESTING OFFICER

The undersigned, City Clerk does hereby attest and certify that the attached Resolution is a true, 
full and correct copy of a Resolution duly adopted at a meeting of said City Council which was 
duly convened and held on the date stated thereon, and that said document has not been 
amended, modified, repealed or rescinded since its date of adoption and is in full force and 
effect as of the date hereof.

City of Los Angeles

DATE:

Clerk’s Signature

Type or Print Clerk’s Name


