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The childcare industry was among the hardest hit in the COVID-19 global pandemic. 
Childcare providers operate on slim margins of profit and it is unclear how many of 
these childcare providers can afford to reopen. According to the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children, nearly half of all childcare facilities nationwide have 
shut down, some of them indefinitely. In addition, a third of childcare workers across the 
US have been laid off.

Prior to the pandemic, parents were already struggling with the high cost of childcare. 
On average families pay $9,000 a year per child for childcare. The pandemic has only 
made this problem worse. In Los Angeles County more than 1 in 5 workers are out of 
work. Families are making painful choices on how to spend their limited income on 
necessities. Whether a parent is telecommuting or out of work due to COVID-19, safe 
and affordable childcare is a top concern. As businesses begin to reopen, the lack of 
accessible childcare facilities will hinder the economic recovery. Lack of access to 
facilities coupled with the high cost of childcare, will make it impossible for working 
families to recover from this pandemic and economic crisis. Parents cannot return to 
work or attempt to find work without childcare. The city should use opr departments and 
resources to expand accessible, safe and affordable childcare options and stabilize the 
childcare industry.

I THEREFORE MOVE that City Council instruct the Department of Recreation and 
Parks to report back on using some of their facilities as child care centers as the 
economy reopens.

I FURTHER MOVE that City Council instruct the Chief Legislative Analyst to report back 
on strategies as well as resources, such as CARES Act CRF funding, for supporting the 
childcare industry during and after the COVID-19 recovery.
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