
ENERGY, CLIMATE CHANGE AMD EMVtRONMhKIftLJUij HOt

MOTION
In response to the housing crisis, the City has been engaged in building short-term housing 

and shelters for individuals experiencing homelessness. However, recent reports have indicated 
that the costs of constructing and installing utility lines are driving up the costs of the projects at a 
time when the City is seeing economic downturn and plummeting revenues.

Given the national and local economic environment, the City should be exploring all 
potential solutions to bring down the costs of projects in order to maximize the amount of housing 
we can provide. As these housing projects are temporary, the City should consider whether the 
current utility connection standards are necessary as they are proving burdensome to our ability to 
house as many residents as possible.

Other municipalities across the country are experimenting with creative policy to provide 
housing and economic relief to their residents. In the City of San Jose, for example, their City 
Council recently categorized movable tiny houses as Accessory Dwelling Units, which are able 
to connect to existing utility lines, allowing for a greater volume of housing to be provided at 
lower cost. This was modeled after our own City's actions qualifying movable tiny houses as 
Accessory Dwelling Units in December 2019 (C.F. 16-1468).

As our City faces a housing crisis in the midst of a global pandemic that has given rise to 
economic devastation for our most vulnerable populations, the City should continue to innovate 
policies to keep costs down to provide the maximum amount of services. It is imperative that we 
reevaluate our current utility standards as it relates to temporary housing for our unhoused 
residents. The City should explore the feasibility of creating an alternate utility standard for 
temporary shelter projects that will bring down the construction costs without sacrificing the 
safety or quality of the housing that is being built.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Engineering, the General Service Department, 
and the City Administrative Officer, with the assistance of the Bureau of Contract Administration, 
the Department of Building and Safety, and any other necessary departments, be instructed and 
the Department of Water and Power be requested to report on the costs of utility connections at 
temporary shelter projects and options to reduce the costs of installing necessary utilities, 
including reporting on the feasibility of creating a temporary or alternate standard for the 
installation of utility connections to bring down costs.
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