homelessness and poverty

MOTION
The need for the City to respond to the homeless emergency has never been more acute
than it is today. Despite an unprecedented commitment of resources to shelter and house
homeless residents over the past few years by the City, County, and the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority (LAHSA), more action is needed, and needed immediately.
Although addressing the needs of persons experiencing homelessness was already
considered the highest priority by many in the City, the need to act is all the more critical given
the recently released 2020 Point-In-Time Count of homeless individuals conducted by LAHSA,
which reflects a 14 percent rise in homelessness in the City, and the deadly threat posed to
vulnerable and unsheltered residents by the Coronavirus pandemic.
To address this need, Council District 3 has identified a property located at 21433
Strathem St, Canoga Park owned by the Knights of Columbus. The site has a parking lot of
approximately 29,000 square feet and a building of approximately 16,000 square feet, both of
which can be developed to provide one or more homeless service interventions, such as: shelter;
pallet homes; permanent housing; space for case management; storage; or safe parking.
Considering that the Knight of Columbus, whose membership includes many from our
country’s Greatest Generation, have stepped up once again to help our community by allowing
for the City to use their property, staff should be instructed to determine the best use of this
property in the immediate, short, and long term to help end homelessness for the City’s
unsheltered residents.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the City Administrative Officer,
Chief Legislative Analyst, General Services Department, Bureau of Engineering, Housing and
Community Investment Department, and request the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority
to report with recommendations, including funding sources, within 30 days to determine the best
use of the property located at 21433 Strathern St, Canoga Park, owned by the Knights of
Columbus, in order to help end homelessness for the City’s unsheltered residents, in the
immediate, short, and long term.
I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council instruct the General Services Department to
negotiate a lease with the Knights of Columbus for use of the property.
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