MOTION

AD HOC COMMITTEE ON
COVID-19 RECOVERY
AND NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTMENT

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a drastic effect on the United States’ elderly population. More
than 40 percent of California's COVID-19 deaths have occurred in nursing home facilities. Despite the
staggering figures, publications across the country have released reports detailing instances where
nursing homes abandon patients in favor of new residents with COVID-19. The New York Times recently
covered one such case in Los Angeles, where an 88-year old patient with dementia was moved from his
nursing home to an unregulated boardinghouse, without notice to his family. LAPD officers found him in a
disorientated state on a sidewalk in Koreatown. The article reports that the facility’s employees speculate
that this decision was made to create space for patients with COVID-19. Nursing homes can receive
$600 more each day in Medicare funding to provide care for patients with COVID-19 than they would for
patients with less severe health issues.
Nursing homes have operated with significantly reduced oversight since March, when the United
States Department of Health and Human Services Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
directed health inspectors to stop in-depth inspections in order to reduce the spread of the coronavirus.
The California Department of Aging’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program also directed its
representatives, who typically serve as advocates for patients in nursing homes, not to visit these
facilities. While data from the CMS suggest that roughly 95 percent of California nursing homes have
been surveyed, advocates report that these surveys have been mostly superficial, and have failed to
adequately address the lethal nature of violations during this time.
The City of Los Angeles must repeatedly reassert its commitment to all residents, especially
those most vulnerable during the COVID-19 pandemic. The City must explore ways to halt the abusive
and dehumanizing practices of patient abandonment that has endangered lives in Los Angeles and
across the United States.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Attorney be requested to investigate and report on the
practice of patient dumping by nursing homes in Los Angeles, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic;
the report should include information on how the City can take steps to hold the nursing homes
accountable, including through civil or criminal legal action, in order to prohibit these patient dumping
practices.
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