
REVISED FINDINGS
AS MODIFIED BY THE PLUM COMMITTEE ON SEPTEMBER 3, 2020

Entitlement Findings

1. Conditional Use Permit Findings

a. The project will enhance the built environment in the surrounding neighborhood or 
will perform a function or provide a service that is essential or beneficial to the 
community, city, or region.

The project site is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and is located within the Southeast Venice 
Subarea of the Venice Specific Plan. Section 10.G.2.b. of the Specific Plan provides that 
commercial zones are limited to the density allowed in the R3 zone, one dwelling unit for 
each 800 square feet of lot area. The base density permitted on the subject site is 20 
dwelling units.

The State Density Bonus Law (Government Code Section 65915(n)) allows a city to grant 
a density bonus greater than 35 percent for a development, if permitted by a local 
ordinance. The City adopted the Value Capture Ordinance (Ordinance No. 185,373), 
codified in LAMC Section 12.24 U.26, to permit a density increase greater than 35 percent 
with the approval of a Conditional Use. In exchange for the increased density, the Value 
Capture Ordinance requires projects to set aside one (1) additional percent of base density 
units above the 20 percent for Low Income Households for every additional 1.5 percent 
density increase above the 35 percent. Below is a table showing the requisite percentage 
of affordable housing units for Low Income Households based on the percentage of 
density increase.

Percentage of Base Density to 
be Restricted to Low Income 

Households
Percentage of Density Increase 

Granted
20 35
21 36.5
22 39
23 41.5
24 44
25 46.5
26 49
27 51.5
28 54
29 56.5
30 59

46 99
47 101.5

The applicant requests a Conditional Use to increase the density by 100 percent to allow 
a total of 40 units in lieu of 20 base density units. As highlighted in the table above, the 
applicant is required to set aside 47 percent, that is 10 units, of the 20 base density units
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for Low Income Households in exchange for the 100-percent density increase requested. 
The applicant proposes to set aside 39 units for Low Income Households. As such, the 
project satisfies the minimum percentage of base density to be restricted to Low Income 
Households to be eligible for a 100-percent density increase.

According to the 2013 Housing Element of the City of Los Angeles General Plan, pages 
1-14, 29 percent of total households in the City are in the Very Low Income Category and 
16.1 percent are in the Low Income Category; therefore, almost half of the City’s residents 
are in the Very Low or Low Income Categories. Additionally, the Housing Element shows 
that of the 29 percent Very Low Income Households, 82 percent are renters and 18 
percent are owners; and of the 16.1 percent Low Income households, 73 percent are 
renters and 27 percent are owners, demonstrating that a significant number of Los 
Angeles’ Very Low and Low Income Households are renters. The City has determined 
that the shortage of affordable housing is an ongoing crisis in the City of Los Angeles. The 
increased intensity and density of the proposed development will be offset by the project’s 
ability to provide the number of affordable units required by the City’s Density Bonus 
policy. Therefore, the proposed project would provide a service that is essential and 
beneficial to the community, city and region.

b. The project's location, size, height, operations and other significant features will be 
compatible with and will not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, 
the surrounding neighborhood, or the public health, welfare, and safety.

The proposed project involves the demolition of a 2,056 square-foot auto repair shop and 
addition to and conversion of a 2,482 square-foot philanthropic use, in conjunction with 
the construction, use, and maintenance of a four-story, 30,463 square-foot, mixed-use 
development comprised of 39 permanent supportive housing units and one manager’s 
unit with 4,441 square feet of supportive services and 3,085 square feet of ground floor 
commercial (office) use; a total of six parking spaces are provided onsite.

The subject site is 15,986 square feet and is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO. The Venice Specific 
Plan allows the R3 density for development of commercially zoned lots, which allows one 
dwelling unit for each 800 square feet of lot area. The project site is permitted a base 
density of 20 dwelling units. In accordance with the State Density Bonus Law (Government 
Code Section 65915) and the City’s Density Bonus Ordinance, the project is eligible for a 
35-percent density bonus for setting aside at least 20 percent or four (4) units for Low 
Income Households, allowing an additional seven (7) dwelling units, a density of 27 
dwelling units. The applicant requests a Conditional Use to increase the base density by 
100 percent to allow a total of 40 units in lieu of 20 base density units, allowing 13 units in 
addition to the seven (7) units permitted by the 35% density bonus.

The project site is located in an urbanized area, surrounded by commercial, institutional, 
and residential uses. The property fronts Lincoln Boulevard to the north, a portion of the 
lot fronts Garfield Avenue to the east. Properties north of Lincoln Boulevard are zoned 
[Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with one-story commercial structures, comprised of car 
wash and retail uses. The property adjoining the site to the west is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO 
and developed with a McDonalds fast food restaurant and parking lot. The property 
adjoining the site to the east is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with a one-story private 
school (extension building), part of the Saint Mark School. The property adjoining the site 
to the south is zoned R2-1 and developed with a surface parking lot for the Saint Mark’s 
Church; the church and private school are located along Coeur D’Alene Avenue south of 
the parking lot area.
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Lincoln Boulevard is characterized by a mix of commercial structures ranging from one to 
four stories in height (up to 45 feet in height), proximate to the subject site, and structures 
up to 19 stories approximately 0.5 miles southwest of the site. The commercial properties 
on Lincoln Boulevard are subject to the limitations of Height District 1, which does not 
designate a maximum height limit. The subject site and properties south of Lincoln 
Boulevard are limited to a maximum height of 25 feet for flat roofs and 30 feet for structures 
with varied (slope greater than 2:12) rooflines. The properties along the north side of 
Lincoln Boulevard are not subject to a height limitation.

The proposed four-story, 49-foot-tall mixed-use structure contains commercial uses on the 
ground level and multi-family residential uses above, consistent with the provisions of the 
certified LUP. The ground level maintains an existing zero-ft setback along Lincoln 
Boulevard with a recessed entrance, a depth of 18 feet, to allow a public plaza area. The 
residential levels are set back seven feet from Lincoln Boulevard and along the sides and 
rear of the property. The fourth floor is sited closer to Lincoln Boulevard and the central 
areas of the lot and also incorporates open decks and corridors, reducing the massing 
along the residential neighborhood to the south and east. The proposed development is 
designed with setbacks, open areas, recessed entries, and windows to reduce the overall 
scale and massing of the structure. While structures immediately adjacent to the site are 
one to two stories in height, the proposed development is visually compatible with the 
scale and character of the Lincoln Boulevard corridor and is designed to be visually 
compatible with the massing of the surrounding area. The project includes improvements 
on the ground level to enhance the pedestrian realm: closing a driveway on Lincoln 
Boulevard, creating a public plaza area, and rebuilding sidewalk areas. The proposed 
project and new landscaping will further enhance the visual quality of the site, replacing 
an auto repair shop.

Lincoln Boulevard is zoned and designated for residential and commercial uses and 
identified as a Mixed-Use Boulevard in the Venice Community Plan. The proposed four- 
story, 49-foot-tall structure is contains commercial and residential uses uses similar to that 
of the existing uses in the area and is designed to be compatible with the massing and 
scale of the surrounding neighborhood and corridor. Therefore, the project's location, size, 
height, operations and other significant features will be compatible with and will not 
adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the surrounding neighborhood, or 
the public health, welfare, and safety.

c. The project substantially conforms with the purpose, intent and provisions of the 
General Plan, the applicable community plan, and any applicable specific plan.

The project site is located within the Venice Community Plan, which is one of 35 
Community Plans forming the Land Use Element of the General Plan. Properties within 
the Venice Coastal Zone are also subject to the provisions of the Venice Coastal Zone 
Land Use Plan (LUP), which was adopted by means of a plan amendment to the 
Community Plan. The Community Plan and LUP designate the project site as a General 
Commercial land use designation, with corresponding zones of C1.5, C2, C4, CR, RAS3, 
and RAS4. The project site is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO.

The project is in substantial conformance with the purposes, intent, and provisions of 
General Plan, Community Plan, and Specific Plan.

Housing Element

The City’s Housing Element for 2013-2021 was adopted by City Council on December 3, 
2013. The Housing Element identifies the City’s housing conditions and needs,
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establishes goals, objectives, and policies that are the foundation of the City’s housing 
and growth strategy, and provides an array of programs the City intends to implement to 
create sustainable, mixed-income neighborhoods across the City. The proposed project 
would be in conformance with following goals, objectives and policies of the Housing 
Element as described below:

GOAL 1: A City where housing production and preservation result in an adequate supply 
of ownership and rental housing that is safe, healthy and affordable to people of all income 
levels, races, ages, and suitable for their various needs.

Objective 1.1 Produce an adequate supply of rental and ownership housing in order to 
meet current and projected needs.

Policy 1.1.2 Expand affordable rental housing for all income groups that need assistance.

Objective 1.2 Preserve quality rental and ownership housing for households of all income 
levels and special needs

Policy 1.2.2 Encourage and incentivize the preservation of affordable housing, including 
non-subsidized affordable units, to ensure that demolitions and conversions do not result 
in the net loss of the City’s stock of decent, safe, healthy or affordable housing.

GOAL 4: A City committed to preventing and ending homelessness.

Objective 4.1 Provide an adequate supply of short-term and permanent housing and 
services throughout the City that are appropriate and meet the specific needs of all 
persons who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.

Policy 4.1.1 Ensure an adequate supply of emergency and temporary housing for people 
who are homeless or are at risk of becoming homeless, including people with disabilities.

Policy 4.1.3 Provide permanent supportive housing options with services for homeless 
persons and persons/families at risk of homelessness to ensure that they remain housed 
and get the individualized help they may need.

Policy 4.1.6 Provide housing facilities and supportive services for the homeless and 
special needs populations throughout the City, and reduce zoning and other regulatory 
barriers to their placement and operation in appropriate locations.

The project proposes the construction of 40 dwelling units, of which 39 units will be 
permanent supportive housing units; one manager’s unit will be provided. The proposed 
development provides affordable housing for those who have experienced chronic 
homelessness and are at risk of homelessness, within a coastal community. The dwelling 
units are comprised of a wide range of unit types, providing studio, one-bedroom, and two- 
bedroom units. As such, the project conforms to the Housing Element of the General Plan.

Land Use Element - Venice Community Plan

The Venice Community Plan was adopted by City Council on September 29, 2000. The 
Community Plan’s purpose is to promote an arrangement of land use, circulation, and 
services, which all encourage and contribute to the economic, social and physical health, 
safety, welfare, and convenience of the Community. The proposed project is in 
conformance with the following policies and objectives of the Venice Community Plan:
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Objective 1-1 To provide for the preservation of the housing stock and its expansion to 
meet the diverse economic and physical needs of the existing residents and projected 
population of the Plan area to the year 2010.

Policy 1-1.2 Protect the quality of the residential environment and the appearance of 
communities with attention to site and building design.

Objective 1-2 To reduce vehicular trips and congestion by developing new housing in 
proximity to services and facilities.

Policy 1-2.1 Locate higher residential densities near commercial centers and major bus 
routes where public service facilities and infrastructure will support this development.

Policy 1-2.2 Encourage multiple-family residential development in commercial zones.

Objective 1-4 To promote the adequacy and affordability of multiple-family housing and 
increase its accessibility to more segments of the population.

Policy 1-4.1 Promote greater individual choice in type, quality, price and location of 
housing.

Policy 1-4.2 Ensure that new housing opportunities minimize displacement of residents.

Objective 2-2 To enhance the identity of distinctive commercial districts and to identify 
pedestrian-oriented districts.

Policy 2-2.1 Encourage pedestrian-oriented uses and mixed-use in designated areas.

The project proposes the construction of 40 dwelling units: 39 permanent supportive 
housing units for Homeless - Low Income Households and 1 manager’s unit. The project 
also provides 4,441 square feet of supportive services onsite and will maintain and expand 
an existing office space for the Safe Place for Youth nonprofit organization. The supportive 
housing project provides 28 studio units, nine (9) one-bedroom units, and three (3) two- 
bedroom units. The project will provide affordable housing in close proximity to transit 
stations, including Metro Local Lines 33, Metro Rapid Line 733, Culver City Lines 1 and 2, 
and Big Blue Bus Route 3. The proposed project would construct a mixed-use 
development on commercially zoned lot along a commercial corridor, where mixed-use 
development is encouraged. The ground floor contains a commercial (office) use and 
incorporates a public plaza area, entrances, and transparent facades that enhance the 
pedestrian realm. As such, the project conforms to the Venice Community Plan.

Land Use Element - Certified Venice Land Use Plan

The Venice Land Use Plan was adopted by the City Council on October 29, 1999 and 
certified by the California Coastal Commission on June 14, 2001. The LUP is part of the 
Local Coastal Program intended for the Venice Coastal Zone. However the necessary 
Implementation Plan was not adopted. The LUP was adopted by means of a plan 
amendment to the Community Plan and provides policies applicable to development in 
the Venice Coastal Zone. The proposed project is in conformance with the following 
policies and objectives of the Venice Land Use Plan:

Policy I.A. 14. Parking Requirements for Affordable Housing. Reduced parking is permitted 
for low income units only if: a) the project is consistent with LUP policy I.A. 13; and b) it is 
demonstrated that the prospective occupants of the project will have a reduced demand
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for parking. However, if a unit changes its status from low or low-moderate income to 
market rate unit, parking should be provided for market rate units according to the parking 
standards listed in LUP Policies II.A.3 and II.A.4.

Policy I. B. 2. Mixed-Use Development. Mixed-use residential-commercial development 
shall be encouraged in all areas designated on the Land Use Policy Map for commercial 
use. Residential density in commercial land use designations shall not exceed one unit 
per 800-1200 square feet of lot area and shall comply with the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) 
limits set forth in Policy I.B.7. The design of mixed-use development is intended to help 
mitigate the impact of the traffic generated by the development on coastal access roads 
and reduce parking demand by reducing the need for automobile use by residents and 
encouraging pedestrian activity. Such development shall comply with the density and 
development standards set forth in this LUP.

Policy I. B. 4. General Commercial Land Use. This land use designation is intended to 
maintain the uses, density, and character of existing low intensity commercial areas. 
Neighborhood commercial facilities shall also be encouraged within designated General 
Commercial corridors which are adjacent to residential neighborhoods. This designation 
primarily occurs at the intersections of major and secondary streets, or as low rise, low 
density linear “strip" development along major and secondary streets, and includes areas 
identified as “Mixed-Use Boulevards".

Policy I. E. 2. Scale. New development within the Venice Coastal Zone shall respect the 
scale and character of community development. Buildings which are of a scale compatible 
with the community (with respect to bulk, height, buffer and setback) shall be encouraged. 
All new development and renovations should respect the scale, massing, and landscape 
of existing residential neighborhoods. Lot consolidations shall be restricted to protect the 
scale of existing neighborhoods. Roof access structures shall be limited to the minimum 
size necessary to reduce visual impacts while providing access for fire safety. In visually 
sensitive areas, roof access structures shall be set back from public recreation areas, 
public walkways, and all water areas so that the roof access structure does not result in a 
visible increase in bulk or height of the roof line as seen from a public recreation area, 
public walkway, or water area. No roof access structure shall exceed the height limit by 
more than ten (10’) feet. Roof deck enclosures (e.g. railings and parapet walls) shall not 
exceed the height limit by more than 42 inches and shall be constructed of railings or 
transparent materials. Notwithstanding other policies of this LUP, chimneys, exhaust 
ducts, ventilation shafts and other similar devices essential for building function may 
exceed the specified height limit in a residential zone by five feet.

The proposed mixed-use Permanent Supportive Housing development consists of the 
development of 39 supportive housing units (Low Income Households) 4,441 square feet 
of supportive services, and a 603 square foot addition to an existing philanthropic office 
use. The applicant requests Density Bonus Affordable Housing on-menu incentives and 
waivers of development standards to allow a total project size of 30,463 square feet, a 
maximum height of 49 feet, zero residential parking spaces, and six parking spaces for 
the office use.

The proposed development is located within a quarter-mile of local and regional bus lines 
(Culver City, Big Blue Bus and Metro Rapid) and adjacent to bicycle-friendly streets that 
connect to dedicated lanes on Washington Boulevard and other shared lanes. 
Furthermore, the 100 percent affordable housing project is comprised of supportive 
housing units that are not expected to have the same parking demand as market rate 
units. Fehr and Peers prepared a study, dated April 20, 2017, Infill and Complete Streets 
Study Task 2.1A Local Affordable Housing Trip Generation Study, that analyzed vehicle
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trip generation and parking demand of affordable housing project in the City. Based on a 
review of 42 affordable housing sites, the study found that trip generation and parking 
demand were lower than standard apartments, that "parking demand for senior, special 
needs, and permanent supportive affordable housing range from 0.20 to 0.48 spaces per 
unit and are lower than the parking requirements under the LAMC Affordable Housing 
Density Bonus Option 2 (LAMC 12.22A.25(d)(2)) for units restricted to low or very low 
income senior citizen or disabled (0.5 spaces per unit).” The proposed supportive housing 
project meets the definition of a Qualified Permanent Supportive Housing Project and 
satisfies the requirements outlined in LAMC Section 14.00 A. 13. Pursuant to LAMC 
Section 14.00 A.13(d)(2)(i), no parking spaces are required for the dwelling units set aside 
for the Target Population (supportive housing for chronically homeless individuals). As 
such, the proposed zero residential parking spaces is consistent with the policies for 
affordable housing and reduced parking of the LUP.

The mixed-use development will be located on Lincoln Boulevard, a corridor identified as 
a Mixed-Use Boulevard in the Venice Community Plan. The ground floor consists of 3,085 
square feet of existing and new philanthropic office space, housing the Safe Place for 
Youth nonprofit organization. The proposed project would maintain the existing ground 
floor fa?ade and includes improvements for increased transparency, a public plaza area 
with landscaping and seating areas, and a new sidewalk area.

The properties north of Lincoln Boulevard are zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with 
one-story commercial structures, comprised of car wash and retail uses. The property 
adjoining the site to the west is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with a McDonalds fast 
food restaurant and parking lot. The property adjoining the site to the east is zoned [Q]C2- 
1-CDO and developed with a one-story private school (extension building), part of the 
Saint Mark School. The property adjoining the site to the south is zoned R2-1 and 
developed with a surface parking lot for the Saint Mark’s Church; the church and private 
school are located along Coeur D’Alene Avenue south of the parking lot area.

Lincoln Boulevard is characterized by a mix of commercial structures ranging from one to 
four stories in height (up to 45 feet in height), proximate to the subject site, and structures 
up to 19 stories approximately 0.5 miles southwest of the site. The commercial properties 
on Lincoln Boulevard are subject to the limitations of Height District 1, which does not 
designate a maximum height limit. The subject site and properties south of Lincoln 
Boulevard are limited to a maximum height of 25 feet for flat roofs and 30 feet for structures 
with varied (slope greater than 2:12) rooflines. The properties along the north side of 
Lincoln Boulevard are not subject to a height limitation.

The proposed four-story, 49-foot-tall mixed-use structure contains commercial uses on the 
ground level and multi-family residential uses above, consistent with the provisions of the 
certified LUP. The ground level maintains an existing zero-ft setback along Lincoln 
Boulevard with a recessed entrance, a depth of 18 feet, to allow a public plaza area. The 
residential levels are set back seven feet from Lincoln Boulevard and along the sides and 
rear of the property. The fourth floor is sited closer to Lincoln Boulevard and the central 
areas of the lot and also incorporates open decks and corridors, reducing the massing 
along the residential neighborhood to the south and east. The proposed development is 
designed with setbacks, open areas, recessed entries, and windows to reduce the overall 
scale and massing of the structure. While structures immediately adjacent to the site are 
one to two stories in height, the proposed development is visually compatible with the 
scale and character of the Lincoln Boulevard corridor and is designed to be visually 
compatible with the massing of the surrounding area. The project includes improvements 
on the ground level to enhance the pedestrian realm: closing an driveway on Lincoln 
Boulevard, creating a public plaza area, and rebuilding sidewalk areas. The proposed
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project and new landscaping will further enhance the visual quality of the site, replacing 
an auto repair shop.

Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan

The Specific Plan was adopted by the City Council on December 2, 2003. As discussed 
in Finding No. 5 below, the project is in conformance with the applicable regulations of the 
Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan.

d. The project is consistent with and implements the affordable housing provisions of 
the Housing Element of the General Plan.

The proposed project would be in conformance with following affordable housing 
provisions of the Housing Element as described below:

Objective 1.1: Produce an adequate supply of rental and ownership housing in order to 
meet current and projected needs.

Policy 1.1.2: Expand affordable rental housing for all income groups that need 
assistance.

Policy 1.2.8: Preserve the existing stock of affordable housing near transit stations 
and transit corridors. Encourage one-to-one replacement of demolished units.

Objective 2.2: Promote sustainable neighborhoods that have mixed-income housing, jobs, 
amenities, services and transit.

Objective 4.1: Provide an adequate supply of short-term and permanent housing and 
services throughout the City that are appropriate and meet the specific needs of all 
persons who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.

Policy 4.1.3: Provide permanent supportive housing options with services for 
homeless persons and persons/families at risk of homelessness to ensure that 
they remain housed and get the individualized help they may need.

Policy 4.1.4: Target chronically homeless individuals and prioritize the must 
vulnerable among them for services and Permanent Supportive Housing, including 
through the coordination of service provision and the efficient access to information 
so as to rapidly match available services to those in need of services

In granting a Conditional Use for a 100 percent density increase, affordable housing is 
required beyond the minimum percentage required per the State Density Bonus Law and 
the City’s Density Bonus Ordinance. This ensures that the project provides a proportional 
amount of affordable housing units compared to the density increase it is seeking. In this 
case, the project is required to set aside 47 percent, that is 10 units, of the 20 base density 
units for Low Income Households in exchange for the 100 percent density increase 
requested. The project proposes to set aside 39 units for Low Income, thereby complying 
with the requisite percentage of affordable housing units for the 100 percent density 
increase.

The project proposes the construction of 40 dwelling units: 39 permanent supportive 
housing units for Homeless - Low Income Households and 1 manager’s unit. The project 
also provides 4,441 square feet of supportive services onsite and will maintain and expand 
an existing office space for the Safe Place for Youth nonprofit organization. The supportive
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housing project provides 28 studio units, nine (9) one-bedroom units, and three (3) two- 
bedroom units. The project will provide affordable housing in close proximity to transit 
stations, including Metro Local Lines 33, Metro Rapid Line 733, Culver City Lines 1 and 2, 
and Big Blue Bus Route 3. Therefore, the Permanent Supportive Housing Project is 
consistent with the affordable housing provisions of the Housing Element of the General 
Plan.

e. The project contains the requisite number of Restricted Affordable Units, based on 
the number of units permitted by the maximum allowable density on the date of 
application, as follows:

A. 11% Very Low Income Units for a 35% density increase; or
B. 20% Low Income Units for a 35% density increase; or
C. 40% Moderate Income Units for a 35% density increase in for-sale projects.

The project may then be granted additional density increases beyond 35% by 
providing additional affordable housing units in the following manner:

D. For every additional 1% set aside of Very Low Income Units, the project is 
granted an additional 2.5% density increase; or

E. For every additional 1% set aside of Low Income Units, the project is granted 
an additional 1.5% density increase; or

F. For every additional 1% set aside of Moderate Income Units in for-sale 
projects, the project is granted an additional 1% density increase; or

G. In calculating the density increase and Restricted Affordable Units, each 
component of any density calculation, including base density and bonus 
density, resulting in fractional units shall be separately rounded up to the 
next whole number.

The project site is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and is located within the Southeast Venice 
Subarea of the Venice Specific Plan. Section 10.G.2.b. of the Specific Plan provides that 
commercial zones are limited to the density allowed in the R3 zone, one dwelling unit for 
each 800 square feet of lot area. The base density permitted on the subject site is 20 
dwelling units. The project is permitted a 35 percent density increase in exchange for 
setting aside 20 percent or four (4) units, of the 20 base density units for Low Income 
Households.

The project is permitted an additional density increase beyond 35 percent by setting aside 
one (1) additional percent of base density units above the 20 percent for Low Income 
Households for every additional 1.5 percent density increase above the 35 percent. Below 
is a table showing the requisite percentage of affordable housing units for Low Income 
Households based on the percentage of density increase.

Percentage of Base Density to 
be Restricted to Low Income 

Households
Percentage of Density Increase 

Granted
20 35
21 36.5
22 39
23 41.5
24 44
25 46.5
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26 49

27 51.5
28 54
29 56.5
30 59

46 99
47 101.5

The applicant requests a Conditional Use to increase the density by 100 percent to allow 
a total of 40 units in lieu of 20 base density units. As highlighted in the table above, the 
applicant is required to set aside 47 percent, that is 10 units, of the 20 base density units 
for Low Income Households in exchange for the 100-percent density increase requested. 
The applicant proposes to set aside 39 units for Low Income Households. As such, the 
project satisfies the minimum percentage of base density to be restricted to Low Income 
Households to be eligible for a 100-percent density increase

f. The project meets any applicable dwelling unit replacement requirements of 
California Government Code Section 65915(c)(3).

The subject site does not contain any dwelling units. As such, no replacement units are 
required.

g. The project's Restricted Affordable Units are subject to a recorded affordability 
restriction of 55 years from the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy, recorded 
in a covenant acceptable to the Housing and Community Investment Department, 
and subject to fees as set forth in Section 19.14 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code.

The applicant proposes to set aside a total of 39 units for Restricted Affordable Units. Per 
the Conditions of Approval, the applicant is required to execute a covenant to the 
satisfaction of HCIDLA to make 39 Restricted Affordable Units available to Low Income 
Households for rental as determined to be affordable to such households by HCIDLA for 
a period of 55 years. The applicant is required to present a copy of the recorded covenant 
to the Department of City Planning and the proposed project shall comply with any 
monitoring requirements established by HCIDLA. Therefore, as conditioned, the project 
satisfies this finding in regards to subjected restricted affordable units to recorded 
affordability per HCIDLA.

h. The project addresses the policies and standards contained in the City Planning 
Commission's Affordable Housing Incentives Guidelines.

The City Planning Commission approved the Affordable Housing Incentives Guidelines 
(CPC-2005-1101-CA) on June 9, 2005. The Guidelines were subsequently approved by 
City Council (CF 05-1345) on February 20, 2008, as a component of the City of Los 
Angeles Density Bonus Ordinance. The Guidelines describe the density bonus provisions 
and qualifying criteria, incentives available, design standards, and the procedures through 
which projects may apply for a density bonus and incentives. HCIDLA utilizes these 
Guidelines in the preparation of Housing Covenants for Affordable Housing Projects. On 
April 9, 2010, the City Council adopted updates to the City’s Density Bonus Ordinance 
(Cf 05-1345-S1, Ordinance No. 181,142). However, at that time, the Affordable Housing 
Incentives Guidelines were not updated to reflect changes to the City’s Density Bonus
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Ordinance or more recent changes in State Density Bonus Law located in the Government 
Code. Therefore, where there is a conflict between the Guidelines and current laws, the 
current law prevails. Additionally, many of the policies and standards contained in the 
Guidelines, including design and location of affordable units to be comparable to the 
market-rate units, equal distribution of amenities, monitoring requirements, and 
affordability levels, are covered by the State Density Bonus Laws.

The project requests a 100-percent density increase above the 20 base density units to 
permit a total of 40 dwelling units. The project will set aside 39 units for Low Income 
Households. As such, the project is consistent with the State Density Bonus Law and the 
local Density Bonus Ordinance, which the Affordable Housing Incentives Guidelines 
implement. Therefore, the project complies with the City Planning Commission’s 
Affordable Housing Incentives Guidelines.

2. Density Bonus/Affordable Housing Incentives Program Review Findings

The applicant requests a 35 percent Density Bonus and one (1) On-Menu Incentive, two (2) 
Off-Menu Incentives, and three (3) Waivers of Development Standards, as listed below:

An On-Menu Incentive to permit a floor area ratio (FAR) of 3:1 in lieu of the otherwise 
required 1.5:1 FAR,

a.

An Off-Menu Incentive to provide 0 residential parking spaces in lieu of the 90 spaces as 
otherwise required by Section 13.D of the Venice Specific Plan,

b.

An Off-Menu Incentive to provide 6 commercial parking spaces in lieu of the 14 spaces 
as otherwise required by Section 13.D of the Venice Specific Plan,

c.

A Waiver of Development Standards to permit a flat roof height of 49 feet in lieu of the 
25 feet as otherwise required by Section 10.G.3.a. of the Venice Specific Plan,

d.

A Waiver of Development Standards to waive the step-back provisions for portions of 
the structure greater than 25 feet as otherwise required by Section 10.G.3.a. of the Venice 
Specific Plan,

e.

A Waiver of Development Standards to permit a passageway of seven feet in width in 
lieu of the 14 feet as otherwise required by LAMC Section 12.21-C.

f.

Following is a delineation of the findings related to the request for the On-Menu Incentives 
pursuant to Government Code 65915 and LAMC 12.22.A.25. By law, the Commission shall 
approve a Density Bonus and requested Incentives unless the Commission makes a finding 
based on substantial evidence that:

a. The incentives do not result in identifiable and actual cost reductions to provide for 
affordable housing costs as defined in California Health and Safety Code Section 
50052.5 or Section 50053 for rents for the affordable units.

The record does not contain substantial evidence that would allow the City Planning 
Commission to make a finding that the requested incentives do not result in identifiable 
and actual cost reduction to provide for affordable housing costs per State Law. The 
California Health & Safety Code Sections 50052.5 and 50053 define formulas for 
calculating affordable housing costs for very low, low, and moderate income households. 
Section 50052.5 addresses owner-occupied housing and Section 50053 addresses rental 
households. Affordable housing costs are a calculation of residential rent or ownership
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pricing not to exceed 25 percent gross income based on area median income thresholds 
dependent on affordability levels.

The list of On-Menu Incentives in LAMC Section 12.22 A.25 was pre-evaluated at the time 
the Density Bonus Ordinance was adopted to include types of relief that minimize 
restrictions on the size of the project. As such, the Planning Department will always arrive 
at the conclusion that the Density Bonus On-Menu Incentives provide identifiable and 
actual cost reductions that provide for affordable housing costs, because the Incentives 
by their nature increase the scale of the project, allow the construction of increased 
residential floor area, allow for processing, and construction and design efficiencies.

Based on the set-aside of 20 percent of base units for Low Income households, the 
applicant is entitled to three (3) Incentives under both the Government Code and LAMC. 
Therefore, the first On- and Off-Menu requests qualify as the proposed development’s 
Incentives. The remaining requests must be processed as a Waivers of Development 
Standard.

Floor Area Ratio (FAR). The project site is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and has a buildable area 
of 15,086 square feet. The C2 zone allows a maximum FAR of 1.5:1 and a maximum floor 
area of 22,629 square feet on the project site. The applicant requests an On-Menu 
Incentive for an FAR of 3:1. The project proposes a maximum floor area of 30,643 square 
feet, an FAR of 2.02.

Required and Proposed Floor Area
Lot Area (SF) Buildable Area By Right FAR Maximum Floor 

Area By Right
Additional Floor 

Area(SF)

1.5:1 22,629 SF
Requested FAR Maximum Floor 

Area Permitted 
with Incentive (SF)

45,258 SF

Additional Floor 
Area Created (SF)

15,986 SF 15,086 SF 3:1 22,629 SF
Proposed FAR Maximum Floor 

Area Proposed
Additional Floor 

Area Created (SF)

2.02:1 30,643 8,014 SF

The requested On-Menu Incentive will allow the developer to expand the building 
envelope so the additional units can be constructed and the overall space dedicated to 
residential use is increased.

Residential Parking Reduction. Section 13. D of the Venice Specific Plan requires two 
parking spaces for each dwelling unit and one guest parking space for every four dwelling 
units. Compliance with the residential parking requirement would require 90 parking 
spaces to be provided. Due to the physical constraints of the site and limited space at 
grade level, the applicant would be required to provide any required parking spaces below 
ground. According to a study of parking costs by the Victoria Transport Policy Institute, the 
average cost of a parking space in Los Angeles is more than $20,000 (Parking Costs, 
March 2020). The average cost would increase between 15 to 45 percent for subterranean 
parking, due to the needs for more expensive structural and foundation systems (Wendler, 
2014). Providing the total required parking would increase the cost of construction by more 
than one million dollars, the additional cost be substantially increased by the need to
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provide subterranean levels. As such, the requested Incentive would provide identifiable 
and actual cost reductions that provide for affordable housing costs.

Commercial Parking Reduction. Section 13.D of the Venice Specific Plan requires one 
parking space for each 250 square feet of floor area for office uses. The proposed mixed- 
use project includes the conversion of a 2,482 square-foot philanthropic use to an office 
use and an addition, resulting in a 3,085 square-foot office use. Compliance with the 
commercial parking requirement would require a total of 14 parking spaces: maintaining 
7 existing spaces and providing 7 additional spaces for the change of use and addition. 
Due to the physical constraints of the site and limited space at grade level, the applicant 
would be required to provide any required parking spaces below ground. According to a 
study of parking costs by the Victoria Transport Policy Institute, the average cost of a 
parking space in Los Angeles is more than $20,000 (Parking Costs, March 2020). The 
average cost would increase between 15 to 45 percent for subterranean parking, due to 
the needs for more expensive structural and foundation systems (Wendler, 2014). 
Providing the total required parking would increase the cost of construction by more than 
$160,000, the additional cost be substantially increased by the need to provide 
subterranean levels. As such, the requested Incentive would provide identifiable and 
actual cost reductions that provide for affordable housing costs.

b. The incentive(s) will have a specific adverse impact upon public health and safety 
or the physical environment, or on any real property that is listed in the California 
Register of Historical Resources and for which there are no feasible method to 
satisfactorily mitigate or avoid the specific adverse impact without rendering the 
development unaffordable to Very Low, Low and Moderate Income households. 
Inconsistency with the zoning ordinance or the general plan land use designation 
shall not constitute a specific, adverse impact upon the public health or safety (Gov. 
Code 65915(d)(1)(B) and 65589.5(d)).

There is no substantial evidence in the record that the proposed incentives will have a 
specific adverse impact. A "specific adverse impact" is defined as, "a significant, 
quantifiable, direct and unavoidable impact, based on objective, identified written public 
health or safety standards, policies, or conditions as they existed on the date the 
application was deemed complete" (LAMC Section 12.22 A.25(b)). As required by Section 
12.22 A.25(e)(2), the project meets the eligibility criterion that is required for density bonus 
projects. The project also does not involve a contributing structure in a designated Historic 
Preservation Overlay Zone or on the City of Los Angeles list of Historical-Cultural 
Monuments. Therefore, there is no substantial evidence that the proposed incentive(s) will 
have a specific adverse impact on public health and safety.

c. The incentives are contrary to state or federal law.

There is no substantial evidence in the record that the requested incentives are contrary 
to state or federal law.

Following is a delineation of the findings related to the request for the Waiver of Development 
Standards, pursuant to Government Code Section 65915.

Government Code Section 65915 and LAMC Section 12.22 A.25(c) state that the Commission 
shall approve a density bonus and requested Waivers of Development Standard(s) unless the 
Commission finds that:
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d. The waiver(s) or reduction(s) of development standard(s) are contrary to state or 
federal law.

A project that provides 20 percent of base units for Low Income Households qualifies for 
three (3) Incentives, and may request other "waiver[s] or reduction[s] of development 
standards that will have the effect of physically precluding the construction of a 
development meeting the [affordable set-aside percentage] criteria of subdivision (b) at 
the densities or with the concessions or incentives permitted under [State Density Bonus 
Law]” (Government Code Section 65915(e)(1)).

Therefore, the request for the following are recommended as Waivers of Development 
Standards. Without the below Waivers, the existing development standards would 
physically preclude development of the base units, proposed density bonus units, build 
out of the incentives, and project amenities:

Increase in Building Height. Section 10.G.3.a. of the Venice Specific Plan allows a 
maximum building height of 25 feet for flat rooflines and 30 feet for varied rooflines (slope 
greater than 2:12). Compliance with the height requirements would limit the development 
to a height of 25 feet, requiring the removal of two residential levels containing 24 dwelling 
units. The project proposes 40 dwelling units of which 39 are set aside as permanent 
supportive housing units for Low Income Households. Without the waiver, to allow a 
building height of 49 feet, the applicant would be physically precluded from constructing 
the third and fourth level which contains 24 affordable dwelling units.

Step-back Requirement. Section 10.G.3.a. of the Venice Specific Plan requires a stepback 
of one foot for every increase height above 25 feet, to a maximum height of 30 feet. 
Compliance with the step-back requirement would limit the development to a height of 25 
feet, requiring the removal of two residential levels containing 24 dwelling units. The 
project proposes 40 dwelling units of which 39 are set aside as permanent supportive 
housing units for Low Income Households. Without the waiver, to allow a building height 
of 49 feet, the applicant would be physically precluded from constructing the third and 
fourth level which contains 24 affordable dwelling units.

Passageway Reduction. LAMC Section 12.21 C. requires a 14-foot-wide passageway 
from the street to the main residential entrance. Strict compliance with the passageway 
requirement would physically preclude the development of the proposed 39 permanent 
supportive housing units. The applicant requests a waiver of the required passageway, to 
allow a 7-foot-wide passageway from the street to the residential entrance. Compliance 
with the passageway requirement would require the removal of floor area that could 
otherwise be dedicated to the number, configuration, and livability of affordable housing 
units. By waiving this development standard, the applicant will not be physically precluded 
from constructing the proposed development with 40 units, of which 39 are affordable 
dwelling units.

e. The waiver will have specific adverse impact upon public health and safety or the 
physical environment, or on any real property that is listed in the California Register 
of Historical Resources and for which there is no feasible method to satisfactorily 
mitigate or avoid the specific adverse Impact without rendering the development 
unaffordable to Very Low, Low and Moderate Income households. Inconsistency 
with the zoning ordinance or the general plan land use designation shall not 
constitute a specific, adverse impact upon the public health or safety.
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There is no substantial evidence in the record that the proposed incentives will have a 
specific adverse impact. A "specific adverse impact" is defined as, "a significant, 
quantifiable, direct and unavoidable impact, based on objective, identified written public 
health or safety standards, policies, or conditions as they existed on the date the 
application was deemed complete" (LAMC Section 12.22 A.25(b)). As required by Section 
12.22 A.25(e)(2), the project meets the eligibility criterion that is required for density bonus 
projects. The project also does not involve a contributing structure in a designated Historic 
Preservation Overlay Zone or on the City of Los Angeles list of Historical-Cultural 
Monuments. Therefore, there is no substantial evidence that the proposed waivers of 
development standards will have a specific adverse impact on public health and safety.

3. Coastal Development Permit

a. The development is in conformity with Chapter 3 of the California Coastal Act of 
1976.

Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act includes provisions that address the impact of development 
on public services, infrastructure, traffic, the environment and significant resources, and 
coastal access. The applicable provisions are as follows:

Article 2 Public Access

Section 30211 Development shall not interfere with the public's right of access to the sea 
where acquired through use or legislative authorization, including, but not limited to, the 
use of dry sand and rocky coastal beaches to the first line of terrestrial vegetation.

Section 30212 (a) Public access from the nearest public roadway to the shoreline and 
along the coast shall be provided in new development projects except where: (1) It is 
inconsistent with public safety, military security needs, or the protection of fragile coastal 
resources, (2) Adequate access exists nearby, or, (3) Agriculture would be adversely 
affected. Dedicated accessway shall not be required to be opened to public use until a 
public agency or private association agrees to accept responsibility for maintenance and 
liability of the accessway.

The proposed mixed-use development consists of permanent supportive housing units for 
homeless individuals and families, supportive services, and will maintain and expand 
existing commercial uses on the ground floor. The proposed project is located more than 
a mile from the beach, in an urbanized area, within a commercial corridor, and adjacent 
to institutional, commercial, and residential uses. The project fronts Lincoln Boulevard, 
designated as a Boulevard I to a right-of-way width to 136 feet and roadway width of 100 
feet. The proposed development is limited to the subject property, maintains a 10-foot
wide sidewalk, and will close an existing driveway on Lincoln Boulevard; vehicle access 
will be provided on Garfield Avenue. As such, the project conforms to the applicable Public 
Access policies of Chapter 3.

Article 5 Land Resources

Section 30240 requires the protection of environmentally sensitive habitat areas and to 
prevent significant impacts on such areas.

Section 30244 requires reasonable mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts on 
archeological or paleontological resources.
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The property is located along a commercial corridor, adjacent to commercial, institutional, 
and residential uses. The subject site is developed with a philanthropic office, auto repair 
shop, and surface parking areas. The site is not identified as an environmentally sensitive 
habitat area and is located in a highly urbanized area of the City and has been subject to 
past disturbance, including the construction of various types of land uses. Any 
archaeological resources that may have existed near the Project Site surface are likely to 
have been disturbed or previously removed. If previously unknown archaeological 
resources are found during excavation and grading, the Project would be required to follow 
procedures detailed in California Public Resources Code Section 21083.2. The required 
compliance would ensure any found deposits are treated in accordance with federal, 
State, and local guidelines, including those set forth in PRC Section 21083.2. If 
archaeological or paleontological resources are discovered during excavation or grading 
activities, the project is subject to compliance with Federal, State and Local regulations 
already in place, Regulatory Compliance Measures CR-3 and CR-4. As such, the project 
conforms to the applicable Land Resources policies of Chapter 3.

Article 6 Development

Section 30250 New residential, commercial, or industrial development, except as 
otherwise provided in this division, shall be located within, contiguous with, or in close 
proximity to, existing developed areas able to accommodate it or, where such areas are 
not able to accommodate it, in other areas with adequate public services and where it will 
not have significant adverse effects, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal 
resources...

The proposed project is located more than a mile from the beach, in an urbanized area, 
within a commercial corridor, and adjacent to institutional, commercial, and residential 
uses. The project fronts Lincoln Boulevard, designated as a Boulevard I to a right-of-way 
width to 136 feet and roadway width of 100 feet. The proposed mixed-use development 
will be integrated into the existing utility infrastructure network, comprised of several 
service providers. In addition, the project area is within the service area of the Los Angeles 
Fire Department Station 63 and the Pacific Division of the Los Angeles Police Department. 
The project is not adjacent to or abutting the beach, waterway, or wetland area, and 
development is limited to the property.

Section 30251 The scenic and visual qualities of coastal areas shall be considered and 
protected as a resource of public importance. Permitted development shall be sited and 
designed to protect views to and along the ocean and scenic coastal areas, to minimize 
the alteration of natural land forms, to be visually compatible with the character of 
surrounding areas, and, where feasible, to restore and enhance visual quality in visually 
degraded areas. New development in highly scenic areas such as those designated in the 
California Coastline Preservation and Recreation Plan prepared by the Department of 
Parks and Recreation and by local government shall be subordinate to the character of its 
setting.

The proposed project consists of a four-story, 30,463 square-foot mixed-use development, 
providing six parking spaces on the ground level. The project fronts Lincoln Boulevard, a 
commercial corridor to the north and Garfield Avenue to the east. The applicant requests 
a density bonus affordable housing on-menu incentive to allow an increase in the 
permitted floor area ratio, proposing an FAR of 2.02:1 and waivers of development 
standards to allow a maximum building height of 49 feet, in lieu of the permitted 25 feet, 
as well as reduced side yards, passageway, and parking.
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The properties north of Lincoln Boulevard are zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with 
one-story commercial structures, comprised of car wash and retail uses. The property 
adjoining the site to the west is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with a McDonalds fast 
food restaurant and parking lot. The property adjoining the site to the east is zoned [Q]C2- 
1-CDO and developed with a one-story private school (extension building), part of the 
Saint Mark School. The property adjoining the site to the south is zoned R2-1 and 
developed with a surface parking lot for the Saint Mark’s Church; the church and private 
school are located along Coeur D’Alene Avenue south of the parking lot area.

Lincoln Boulevard is characterized by a mix of commercial structures ranging from one to 
four stories in height (up to 45 feet in height), proximate to the subject site, and structures 
up to 19 stories approximately 0.5 miles southwest of the site. The commercial properties 
on Lincoln Boulevard are subject to the limitations of Height District 1, which does not 
designate a maximum height limit. The subject site and properties south of Lincoln 
Boulevard are limited to a maximum height of 25 feet for flat roofs and 30 feet for structures 
with varied (slope greater than 2:12) rooflines. The properties along the north side of 
Lincoln Boulevard are not subject to a height limitation.

The subject site does not contain natural landforms nor does it maintain views of the 
ocean. The proposed four-story, 49-foot-tall mixed-use structure contains commercial 
uses on the ground level and multi-family residential uses above, consistent with the 
provisions of the certified LUP. The ground level maintains an existing zero-foot setback 
along Lincoln Boulevard with a recessed entrance, a depth of 18 feet, to allow a public 
plaza area. The residential levels are set back seven feet from Lincoln Boulevard and 
along the sides and rear of the property. The fourth floor is sited closer to Lincoln 
Boulevard and the central areas of the lot and also incorporates open decks and corridors, 
reducing the massing along the residential neighborhood to the south and east. The 
proposed development is designed with setbacks, open areas, recessed entries, and 
windows to reduce the overall scale and massing of the structure. While structures 
immediately adjacent to the site are one to two stories in height, the proposed 
development is visually compatible with the character of the Lincoln Boulevard corridor 
and is designed to be visually compatible with the surrounding area. The project includes 
improvements on the ground level to enhance the pedestrian realm: closing an driveway 
on Lincoln Boulevard, creating a public plaza area, and rebuilding sidewalk areas. The 
proposed project and new landscaping will further enhance the visual quality of the site, 
replacing an auto repair shop.

Section 30252 The location and amount of new development should maintain and 
enhance public access to the coast by (1) facilitating the provision or extension of transit 
service, (2) providing commercial facilities within or adjoining residential development or 
in other areas that will minimize the use of coastal access roads, (3) providing 
nonautomobile circulation within the development, (4) providing adequate parking facilities 
or providing substitute means of serving the development with public transportation, (5) 
assuring the potential for public transit for high intensity uses such as high-rise office 
buildings, and by (6) assuring that the recreational needs of new residents will not overload 
nearby coastal recreation areas by correlating the amount of development with local park 
acquisition and development plans with the provision of onsite recreational facilities to 
serve the new development.

The proposed permanent supportive housing project will maintain and enhance public 
access to the coast by providing 40 new dwelling units for homeless individuals and 
families in the coastal zone. A total of six parking spaces are provided for the office use 
and 42 bicycle parking spaces are provided. The project will improve pedestrian access 
on Lincoln Boulevard by closing a driveway and reconstructing a sidewalk on Lincoln
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Boulevard. The development is located along the Lincoln Boulevard corridor, which 
provides access to public transit including Metro Local Lines 33, Metro Rapid Line 733, 
Culver City Lines 1 and 2, and Big Blue Bus Route 3. The Project provides approximately 
4,638 square feet of usable open space on the ground level, second level courtyard, and 
fourth level. The ground level features a 962 square-foot public plaza, the second floor 
provides a 1,381 square-foot central courtyard, and the fourth floor provides 2,295 square 
feet of open space areas with a deck and rooftop gardens.

Section 30253 states new development shall: (1) Minimize risks to life and property in 
areas of high geologic, flood, and fire hazard. (2) Assure stability and structural integrity, 
and neither create nor contribute significantly to erosion, geologic instability, or destruction 
of the site or surrounding area or in any way require the construction of protective devices 
that would substantially alter natural landforms along bluffs and cliffs. (3) Be consistent 
with requirements imposed by an air pollution control district or the State Air Resources 
Control Board as to each particular development. (4) Minimize energy consumption and 
vehicle miles traveled. (5) Where appropriate, protect special communities and 
neighborhoods which, because of their unique characteristics, are popular visitor 
destination points for recreational uses.

The subject site is located within a liquefaction area and within 5.3 kilometers of the Santa 
Monica Fault. As such, the project is subject to compliance with Zoning and Building Code 
requirements that will minimize risks to life and property in such hazard areas. The 
property is also located within Zone X, outside of the Flood Zone and is not within areas 
that could potentially be affected by Sea Level Rise.

The proposed development will have no adverse impacts on public access, recreation, 
public views, or the marine environment. The project will neither interfere nor reduce 
access to the shoreline or beach. There will be no dredging, filling or diking of coastal 
waters or wetlands associated with the request, and there are no sensitive habitat areas, 
archaeological or paleontological resources identified on the site. The proposed dwelling 
will not block any designated public access views. As conditioned, to a maximum height 
of 49 feet, the proposed project is in conformity with Chapter 3 of the California Coastal 
Act.

b. The development will not prejudice the ability of the City of Los Angeles to prepare 
a local coastal program that is in conformity with Chapter 3 of the California Coastal 
Act of 1976.

Coastal Act Section 30604(a) states that prior to the certification of a Local Coastal 
Program ("LCP”), a coastal development permit may only be issued if a finding can be 
made that the proposed development is in conformance with Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act. 
The Venice Local Coastal Land Use Plan ("LUP”) was certified by the California Coastal 
Commission on June 14, 2001; however, the necessary implementation ordinances were 
not adopted. The City is in the initial stages of preparing the LCP; prior to its adoption the 
guidelines contained in the certified LUP are advisory.

The subject site is located within the Southeast Venice Subarea with a land use 
designation of General Commercial and zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO. Chapter II of the LUP 
outlines the land use policies for new development in the Venice Coastal Zone.

The following are applicable policies from the certified LUP:

Policy I.A. 14. Parking Requirements for Affordable Housing. Reduced parking is permitted 
for low income units only if: a) the project is consistent with LUP policy I.A. 13; and b) it is
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demonstrated that the prospective occupants of the project will have a reduced demand 
for parking. However, if a unit changes its status from low or low-moderate income to 
market rate unit, parking should be provided for market rate units according to the parking 
standards listed in LUP Policies II.A.3 and II.A.4.

Policy I. B. 2. Mixed-Use Development. Mixed-use residential-commercial development 
shall be encouraged in all areas designated on the Land Use Policy Map for commercial 
use. Residential density in commercial land use designations shall not exceed one unit 
per 800-1200 square feet of lot area and shall comply with the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) 
limits set forth in Policy I.B.7. The design of mixed-use development is intended to help 
mitigate the impact of the traffic generated by the development on coastal access roads 
and reduce parking demand by reducing the need for automobile use by residents and 
encouraging pedestrian activity. Such development shall comply with the density and 
development standards set forth in this LUP.

Policy I. B. 4. General Commercial Land Use. This land use designation is intended to 
maintain the uses, density, and character of existing low intensity commercial areas. 
Neighborhood commercial facilities shall also be encouraged within designated General 
Commercial corridors which are adjacent to residential neighborhoods. This designation 
primarily occurs at the intersections of major and secondary streets, or as low rise, low 
density linear “strip" development along major and secondary streets, and includes areas 
identified as “Mixed-Use Boulevards".

Policy I. E. 2. Scale. New development within the Venice Coastal Zone shall respect the 
scale and character of community development. Buildings which are of a scale compatible 
with the community (with respect to bulk, height, buffer and setback) shall be encouraged. 
All new development and renovations should respect the scale, massing, and landscape 
of existing residential neighborhoods. Lot consolidations shall be restricted to protect the 
scale of existing neighborhoods. Roof access structures shall be limited to the minimum 
size necessary to reduce visual impacts while providing access for fire safety. In visually 
sensitive areas, roof access structures shall be set back from public recreation areas, 
public walkways, and all water areas so that the roof access structure does not result in a 
visible increase in bulk or height of the roof line as seen from a public recreation area, 
public walkway, or water area. No roof access structure shall exceed the height limit by 
more than ten (10’) feet. Roof deck enclosures (e.g. railings and parapet walls) shall not 
exceed the height limit by more than 42 inches and shall be constructed of railings or 
transparent materials. Notwithstanding other policies of this LUP, chimneys, exhaust 
ducts, ventilation shafts and other similar devices essential for building function may 
exceed the specified height limit in a residential zone by five feet.

The proposed mixed-use Permanent Supportive Housing development consists of the 
development of 39 supportive housing units (Low Income Households) 4,441 square feet 
of supportive services, and a 603 square foot addition to an existing philanthropic office 
use. The applicant requests Density Bonus Affordable Housing on-menu incentives and 
waivers of development standards to allow a total project size of 30,463 square feet, a 
maximum height of 49 feet, zero residential parking spaces, and six parking spaces for 
the office use.

The proposed development is located within a quarter-mile of local and regional bus lines 
(Culver City, Big Blue Bus and Metro Rapid) and adjacent to bicycle-friendly streets that 
connect to dedicated lanes on Washington Boulevard and other shared lanes. 
Furthermore, the 100 percent affordable housing project is comprised of supportive 
housing units that are not expected to have the same parking demand as market rate 
units. Fehr and Peers prepared a study, dated April 20, 2017, Infill and Complete Streets
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Study Task 2.1A Local Affordable Housing Trip Generation Study, that analyzed vehicle 
trip generation and parking demand of affordable housing project in the City. Based on a 
review of 42 affordable housing sites, the study found that trip generation and parking 
demand were lower than standard apartments, that "parking demand for senior, special 
needs, and permanent supportive affordable housing range from 0.20 to 0.48 spaces per 
unit and are lower than the parking requirements under the LAMC Affordable Housing 
Density Bonus Option 2 (LAMC 12.22A.25(d)(2)) for units restricted to low or very low 
income senior citizen or disabled (0.5 spaces per unit).” The proposed supportive housing 
project meets the definition of a Qualified Permanent Supportive Housing Project and 
satisfies the requirements outlined in LAMC Section 14.00 A. 13. Pursuant to LAMC 
Section 14.00 A.13(d)(2)(i), no parking spaces are required for the dwelling units set aside 
for the Target Population (supportive housing for chronically homeless individuals). As 
such, the proposed zero residential parking spaces is consistent with the policies for 
affordable housing and reduced parking of the LUP.

The mixed-use development will be located on Lincoln Boulevard, a corridor identified as 
a Mixed-Use Boulevard in the Venice Community Plan. The ground floor consists of 3,085 
square feet of existing and new philanthropic office space, housing the Safe Place for 
Youth nonprofit organization. The proposed project would maintain the existing ground 
floor fa?ade and includes improvements for increased transparency, a public plaza area 
with landscaping and seating areas, and a new sidewalk area.

The properties north of Lincoln Boulevard are zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with 
one-story commercial structures, comprised of car wash and retail uses. The property 
adjoining the site to the west is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with a McDonalds fast 
food restaurant and parking lot. The property adjoining the site to the east is zoned [Q]C2- 
1-CDO and developed with a one-story private school (extension building), part of the 
Saint Mark School. The property adjoining the site to the south is zoned R2-1 and 
developed with a surface parking lot for the Saint Mark’s Church; the church and private 
school are located along Coeur D’Alene Avenue south of the parking lot area.

Lincoln Boulevard is characterized by a mix of commercial structures ranging from one to 
four stories in height (up to 45 feet in height), proximate to the subject site, and structures 
up to 19 stories approximately 0.5 miles southwest of the site. The commercial properties 
on Lincoln Boulevard are subject to the limitations of Height District 1, which does not 
designate a maximum height limit. The subject site and properties south of Lincoln 
Boulevard are limited to a maximum height of 25 feet for flat roofs and 30 feet for structures 
with varied (slope greater than 2:12) rooflines. The properties along the north side of 
Lincoln Boulevard are not subject to a height limitation.

The proposed four-story, 49-foot-tall mixed-use structure contains commercial uses on the 
ground level and multi-family residential uses above, consistent with the provisions of the 
certified LUP. The ground level maintains an existing zero-ft setback along Lincoln 
Boulevard with a recessed entrance, a depth of 18 feet, to allow a public plaza area. The 
residential levels are set back seven feet from Lincoln Boulevard and along the sides and 
rear of the property. The fourth floor is sited closer to Lincoln Boulevard and the central 
areas of the lot and also incorporates open decks and corridors, reducing the massing 
along the residential neighborhood to the south and east. The proposed development is 
designed with setbacks, open areas, recessed entries, and windows to reduce the overall 
scale and massing of the structure. While structures immediately adjacent to the site are 
one to two stories in height, the proposed development is visually compatible with the 
scale and character of the Lincoln Boulevard corridor and is designed to be visually 
compatible with the massing of the surrounding area. The project includes improvements 
on the ground level to enhance the pedestrian realm: closing an driveway on Lincoln
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Boulevard, creating a public plaza area, and rebuilding sidewalk areas. The proposed 
project and new landscaping will further enhance the visual quality of the site, replacing 
an auto repair shop.

c. The Interpretive Guidelines for Coastal Planning and Permits as established by the 
California Coastal Commission dated February 11, 1977 and any subsequent 
amendments thereto have been reviewed, analyzed and considered in light of the 
individual project in making this determination.

The Los Angeles County Interpretative Guidelines were adopted by the California Coastal 
Commission (October 14, 1980) to supplement the Statewide Guidelines. Both regional 
and statewide guidelines, pursuant to Section 30620 (b) of the Coastal Act, are designed 
to assist local governments, the regional commissions, the commission, and persons 
subject to the provisions of this chapter in determining how the policies of this division 
shall be applied to the coastal zone prior to the certification of a local coastal program. As 
stated in the Regional Interpretative Guidelines, the guidelines are intended to be used "in 
a flexible manner with consideration for local and regional conditions, individual project 
parameters and constraints, and individual and cumulative impacts on coastal resources.” 
On June 14, 2001, the Coastal Commission certified the Venice Coastal Zone Land Use 
Plan (LUP), which provides policies and development standards to guide development in 
the Venice Coastal Zone. As discussed in Finding No. 3.b, the proposed development is 
consistent with the applicable policies of the certified LUP.

d. The decision of the permit granting authority has been guided by any applicable 
decision of the California Coastal Commission pursuant to Section 30625(c) of the 
Public Resources Code, which provides that prior decisions of the Coastal 
Commission, where applicable, shall guide local governments in their actions in 
carrying out their responsibility and authority under the Coastal Act of 1976.

The project consists of the construction of a mixed-use development comprised of 3,085 
square feet of office use and 40 affordable housing units (permanent supportive housing) 
within the single permit jurisdiction of the Coastal Zone. The local jurisdiction (City of Los 
Angeles) issues Coastal Development Permits in the single jurisdiction and has issued 
two coastal development permits for similar supportive housing projects located at 720 
East Rose Avenue and 3233 South Thatcher Avenue. In the single jurisdiction areas, the 
Coastal Commission will render decisions on appeals of the City’s Coastal Development 
Permits or Coastal Exemptions.

The Coastal Commission took action on the following affordable housing projects in the 
Venice Coastal Zone:

Application No. A-5-VEN-19-0020 (appeal) - On June 12, 2019, the Commission found 
No Substantial Issue with the City’s approval of a Coastal Development Permit for the 
development of a four-story, 44-foot tall, 35 unit affordable housing project (supportive 
housing) providing 17 vehicle and 48 bicycle parking spaces on two consolidated lots at 
718-720 Rose Avenue, in the single permit jurisdiction.

Application No. A-5-VEN-05-206 (appeal) - On August 9, 2005, the Commission approved 
a Coastal Development Permit (de novo hearing) for the development of a three-story, 37- 
foot tall (up to 50 feet for one clock tower), mixed use project comprised of 70 residential 
condominium units of which seven are restricted for Very Low Income Households, five 
live/work units, and one groundfloor commercial use (bakery/restaurant), providing 247 
parking spaces within a subterranean garage; the project is located on eight consolidated 
lots at 512 Rose Avenue, in the single permit jurisdiction.
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In both decisions, the Coastal Commission approved Density Bonus incentives for 
increased height, determining that the resulting development would be consistent and 
visually compatible with existing development in the project vicinity. The Commission also 
found that reduced parking was consistent with the Policy I.A.4 of the certified LUP and 
provided: "In a recent study conducted by Fehr & Peers in April 20, 2017, 42 affordable 
housing sites within the City of Los Angeles were surveyed for vehicle trip generation and 
parking. The results indicate that parking utilization ratios are less than the ratios required 
in the certified LUP. The study indicated that permanent supportive affordable housing, 
created a demand between 0.2 and 0.48 spaces per unit. Additionally, in March 2019, 
Crain and Associates produced a report on the effects of a 100% affordable housing 
project and transit availability on personal vehicle ownership and parking demand. That 
study concluded that substantial evidence and academic research support reduced car 
ownership and parking utilization by lower income households and housing in close 
proximity to public transit.” Furthermore, the Commission found that supportive housing 
project "supports the provision of equitable access consistent with the Commission’s 
adopted Environmental Justice Policy.”

As such, this decision of the permit granting authority has been guided by applicable 
decisions of the California Coastal Commission pursuant to Section 30625(c) of the Public 
Resources Code, which provides that prior decisions of the Coastal Commission, where 
applicable, shall guide local governments in their actions in carrying out their responsibility 
and authority under the Coastal Act of 1976.

e. The development is not located between the nearest public road and the sea or 
shoreline of any body of water located within the coastal zone, and the development 
is in conformity with the public access and public recreation policies of Chapter 3 
of the California Coastal Act of 1976.

Section 30210 of the Coastal Act states the following in regards to public access:

In carrying out the requirement of Section 4 of Article X of the California Constitution, 
maximum access, which shall be conspicuously posted, and recreational 
opportunities shall be provided for all the people consistent with public safety needs 
and the need to protect public rights, right of private property owners, and natural 
resources from overuse.

Section 30211 of the Coastal Act states the following in regards to public recreation 
policies:

Development shall not interfere with the public’s right of access to the sea where 
acquired through use or legislative authorization, including, but not limited to, the 
use of dry sand and rocky coastal beaches to the first line of terrestrial vegetation.

The subject property is located more than one mile east of Venice Beach and is situated 
on the easterly boundary of the Venice Coastal Zone. The proposed development is 
limited to the subject property and includes improvements to the right-of-way comprised 
of new sidewalks and the removal of a driveway on Lincoln Boulevard. As such, the project 
will not conflict with any public access or public recreation policies of the Coastal Act.

An appropriate environmental clearance under the California Environmental Quality 
Act has been granted.

f.

Statutory Exemption Public Resources Code Section 21080.27(b)(1)
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Pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section 21080.27(b)(1), based on the whole of the 
administrative record, the project is exempt from CEQA. This CEQA Exemption applies to 
actions by the City in furtherance of providing emergency shelters and/or supportive 
housing in the City of Los Angeles. The project consists of the development of a 40-unit 
permanent supportive housing project. The proposed supportive housing meets the 
eligibility requirements of a Qualified Permanent Supportive Housing pursuant to LAMC 
Section 14.00-A.13 (Ordinance 185,492) and will be funded, in whole or in part, by the 
City of Los Angeles Measure HHH funds.

Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15332 (Class 32)

The Department of City Planning determined, based on the whole of the administrative 
record, that the Project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA”) 
pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15332 (Class 32), and there is no substantial 
evidence demonstrating that an exception to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15300.2 applies. The Notice of Exemption and Justification for Project 
Exemption for Environmental Case No. ENV-2019-6070-CE is provided in the case file 
and attached as Exhibit C.

4. Community Design Overlay Plan Review

a. The project substantially complies with the adopted Community Design Overlay 
Guidelines and Standards

The Lincoln Boulevard CDO outlines provisions for the design and development of 
projects located in the overlay area. Applicable guidelines, standards, and [Q] conditions 
are incorporated by design as follows:

Setbacks. Guideline 1: Encourage an inviting pedestrian environment and provide 
for streetwall continuity by locating buildings so they front onto Lincoln. Within 
additional setback areas, encourage active public uses, such as additional street trees, 
outdoor seating, kiosks, forecourts, and arcades.

1.

The project maintains a zero-foot setback on Lincoln Boulevard and includes an 18- 
foot deep recess in the ground level fa?ade to incorporate a public plaza. The plaza 
area is fully landscape and includes seating areas for the public. The project is 
consistent with [Q] Condition No. 3, which prohibits setbacks greater than 20 feet from 
Lincoln Boulevard and consistent with the standards outlined in Guideline 1.

Parking and Vehicular Access. Guideline 2: Improve streetwall continuity and 
encourage a safe and inviting pedestrian environment by locating parking away from 
the streetwall and minimizing direct driveway access from Lincoln. Design parking 
opportunities that do no depreciate the visual quality of the boulevard.

2.

The project provides six parking spaces on the ground floor, located to the rear portion 
of the lot, to the rear of the structure. An existing driveway on Lincoln Boulevard will 
be closed and all vehicle access will be provided from a 10-foot-wide driveway on 
Garfield Avenue, along the southeasterly portion of the site. The project is consistent 
with [Q] Condition 4, which requires parking to be located at the rear half of lots and 
consistent with the standards outlined in Guideline 2.

Ground-floor Facade Articulation. Guideline 3: Heighten visual interest and 
enhance pedestrian orientation by incorporating three-dimnesional elements and

3.
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material variation into the ground-floor fagade of buildings. These elements and 
variations include changes in building materials, texture and color; generously sized 
transparent display windows; arcades, canopies, and awnings; cornices; and other 
details such as transom windows and overdoors.

The ground level consists of an existing office use. The fa?ade is articulated with glass, 
stucco, and vertical architectural features. More than 60% of the Ground Floor fa?ade 
consists of glass windows and entrances, the windows extend from the ground to 
ceiling. In addition, the fa?ade is further articulated by a break in plane, incorporating 
a break in plane to allow a public plaza area. The project is consistent with [Q] 
Condition 5 and the standards outlined in Guideline 3.

4. Massing and Articulation of Upper Stories. Guideline 4: Provide visual interest and 
enhance the public realm by employing rhythmic, three-dimensional variations in 
massing and building form, including the use of recessed windows, towers, columns, 
cornices, and changes in the wall plane. Minimize building mass impacts on adjacent 
residential neighborhoods by allowing for ventilation, light, and privacy. Draw 
inspiration from the existing local lexicon of unique architectural expressions and 
typographies characteristic of the Venice Community.

The residential levels are set back seven feet from Lincoln Boulevard and along the 
sides and rear of the property. The fourth floor is sited closer to Lincoln Boulevard and 
the central areas of the lot and also incorporates open decks and corridors, reducing 
the massing along the residential neighborhood to the south and east. The proposed 
development is designed with setbacks, open areas, recessed entries, and windows 
to reduce the overall scale and massing of the structure and to create vertical and 
horizontal variations building form. As such, the project is consistent with the standards 
outlined in Guideline 4.

5. Whimsical Architecture and Art. Guideline 5: Embrace playful architectural 
elements that provide visual interest, and gesture to the local tradition of whimsical 
structures and playful spaces.

The project will maintain a mural on the northwesterly fa?ade of the existing structure 
and will feature new artistic mural along the ground level fa?ade, as shown in Exhibit 
A. As such, the project is consistent with the standards outlined in Guideline 5.

6. Entrances and Pedestrian Access. Guideline 6: Emphasize pedestrian orientation 
and accessibility by creating well-articulated and inviting building entrances, and by 
orienting these entrances toward Lincoln Boulevard.

The project provides an entrance to the residential and commercial uses on Lincoln 
Boulevard, through a public plaza. The project is consistent with [Q] Condition 6 and 
the standards outlined in Guideline 6.

7. Awnings and Canopies. Guideline 9: Where appropriate, use awnings or canopies 
to define the public realm of the sidewalk, provide shelter and shade, and enhance the 
building fagade by adding variation, color, and horizontal rhythm. Awnings and 
canopies reinforce a pedestrian scale and add a comfortable sense of enclosure to 
outdoor seating and other active public uses.

The project does not include awnings or canopies. The upper residential levels 
extends eight feet over the public plaza along the front portion of the structure. This 
adds horizontal variation, reinforces a pedestrian scale, and creates a comfortable
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sense of enclosure. The project is consistent with the standards outlined in Guideline
9.

8. Utilities, Service Areas, and Mechanical Equipment. Guideline 11: Improve the 
pedestrian environment along the sidewalk and minimize visual blight by screening 
unsightly equipment and locating it away from other public right-of-ways.

All utility and mechanical equipment for the development is enclosed. The transformer 
is located along the rear portion of the site. The project is consistent with [Q] Condition 
7 and the standards outlined in Guideline 11.

9. General Landscaping. Guideline 13: Create inviting spaces, provide shade within 
the public realm, screen unattractive areas, and enhance architectural detailing 
through the thoughtful and careful placement of landscaping.

The Project provides approximately 4,638 square feet of usable open space on the 
ground level, second level courtyard, and fourth level. The ground level features a 962 
square-foot public plaza, the second floor provides a 1,381 square-foot central 
courtyard, and the fourth floor provides 2,295 square feet of open space areas with a 
deck and rooftop gardens. As required by [Q] Condition 9, the project provides trees 
along the rear lot line of the property, adjacent to the Saint Mark’s Church parking lot, 
at a ratio of one tree for every 25 feet of lot width; eight trees are provided, planted 
every 20 feet along the property line. In addition, all areas unused and open areas are 
landscaped. The project is consistent with [Q] Condition 9 and the standards outlined 
in Guideline 13.

The proposed project substantially complies with the applicable standards of the Lincoln 
Boulevard Community Design Overlay Plan.

b. The structure, site plan, and landscaping are harmonious in scale and design with 
existing development and any cultural, scenic, or environmental resources 
adjacent to the site and in the vicinity.

The proposed project consists of a four-story, 30,463 square-foot mixed-use development, 
providing six parking spaces on the ground level. The project fronts Lincoln Boulevard, a 
commercial corridor to the north and Garfield Avenue to the east. The applicant requests 
a density bonus affordable housing on-menu incentive to allow an increase in the 
permitted floor area ratio, proposing an FAR of 2.02:1 and waivers of development 
standards to allow a maximum building height of 49 feet, in lieu of the permitted 25 feet, 
as well as reduced side yards, passageway, and parking.

The properties north of Lincoln Boulevard are zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with 
one-story commercial structures, comprised of car wash and retail uses. The property 
adjoining the site to the west is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with a McDonalds fast 
food restaurant and parking lot. The property adjoining the site to the east is zoned [Q]C2- 
1-CDO and developed with a one-story private school (extension building), part of the 
Saint Mark School. The property adjoining the site to the south is zoned R2-1 and 
developed with a surface parking lot for the Saint Mark’s Church; the church and private 
school are located along Coeur D’Alene Avenue south of the parking lot area.

Lincoln Boulevard is characterized by a mix of commercial structures ranging from one to 
four stories in height (up to 45 feet in height), proximate to the subject site, and structures 
up to 19 stories approximately 0.5 miles southwest of the site. The commercial properties 
on Lincoln Boulevard are subject to the limitations of Height District 1, which does not
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designate a maximum height limit. The subject site and properties south of Lincoln 
Boulevard are limited to a maximum height of 25 feet for flat roofs and 30 feet for structures 
with varied (slope greater than 2:12) rooflines. The properties along the north side of 
Lincoln Boulevard are not subject to a height limitation.

The proposed four-story, 49-foot-tall mixed-use structure contains commercial uses on the 
ground level and multi-family residential uses above, consistent with the provisions of the 
certified LUP. The ground level maintains an existing zero-ft setback along Lincoln 
Boulevard with a recessed entrance, a depth of 18 feet, to allow a public plaza area. The 
residential levels are set back seven feet from Lincoln Boulevard and along the sides and 
rear of the property. The fourth floor is sited closer to Lincoln Boulevard and the central 
areas of the lot and also incorporates open decks and corridors, reducing the massing 
along the residential neighborhood to the south and east. The proposed development is 
designed with setbacks, open areas, recessed entries, and windows to reduce the overall 
scale and massing of the structure. While structures immediately adjacent to the site are 
one to two stories in height, the proposed development is visually compatible with the 
character of the Lincoln Boulevard corridor and is harmonious in scale and design with 
existing development. The project includes improvements on the ground level to enhance 
the pedestrian realm: closing a driveway on Lincoln Boulevard, creating a public plaza 
area, and rebuilding sidewalk areas. The proposed project and new landscaping will 
further enhance the visual quality of the site, replacing an auto repair shop and would not 
be materially detrimental to adjoining lots or the immediate neighborhood. Furthermore, 
there are no cultural, scenic, or environmental resources adjacent to the site and in the 
vicinity.

5. Project Permit Compliance Review

a. The project substantially complies with the applicable regulations, findings, 
standards, and provisions of the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan.

Section 8.C of the Specific Plan outlines the following required findings:

That the Venice Coastal Development Project is compatible in scale and 
character with the existing neighborhood, and that the Venice Coastal 
Development Project would not be materially detrimental to adjoining lots or 
the immediate neighborhood.

i.

The proposed project consists of a four-story, 30,463 square-foot mixed-use 
development, providing six parking spaces on the ground level. The project fronts 
Lincoln Boulevard, a commercial corridor to the north and Garfield Avenue to the 
east. The applicant requests a density bonus affordable housing on-menu incentive 
to allow an increase in the permitted floor area ratio, proposing an FAR of 2.02:1 and 
waivers of development standards to allow a maximum building height of 49 feet, in 
lieu of the permitted 25 feet, as well as reduced side yards, passageway, and 
parking.

The properties north of Lincoln Boulevard are zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed 
with one-story commercial structures, comprised of car wash and retail uses. The 
property adjoining the site to the west is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with a 
McDonalds fast food restaurant and parking lot. The property adjoining the site to 
the east is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with a one-story private school 
(extension building), part of the Saint Mark School. The property adjoining the site 
to the south is zoned R2-1 and developed with a surface parking lot for the Saint
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Mark’s Church; the church and private school are located along Coeur D’Alene 
Avenue south of the parking lot area.

Lincoln Boulevard is characterized by a mix of commercial structures ranging from 
one to four stories in height (up to 45 feet in height), proximate to the subject site, 
and structures up to 19 stories approximately 0.5 miles southwest of the site. The 
commercial properties on Lincoln Boulevard are subject to the limitations of Height 
District 1, which does not designate a maximum height limit. The subject site and 
properties south of Lincoln Boulevard are limited to a maximum height of 25 feet for 
flat roofs and 30 feet for structures with varied (slope greater than 2:12) rooflines. 
The properties along the north side of Lincoln Boulevard are not subject to a height 
limitation.

The proposed four-story, 49-foot-tall mixed-use structure contains commercial uses 
on the ground level and multi-family residential uses above, consistent with the 
provisions of the certified LUP. The ground level maintains an existing zero-ft 
setback along Lincoln Boulevard with a recessed entrance, a depth of 18 feet, to 
allow a public plaza area. The residential levels are set back seven feet from Lincoln 
Boulevard and along the sides and rear of the property. The fourth floor is sited 
closer to Lincoln Boulevard and the central areas of the lot and also incorporates 
open decks and corridors, reducing the massing along the residential neighborhood 
to the south and east. The proposed development is designed with setbacks, open 
areas, recessed entries, and windows to reduce the overall scale and massing of 
the structure. While structures immediately adjacent to the site are one to two stories 
in height, the proposed development is visually compatible with the character of the 
Lincoln Boulevard corridor and is designed to be visually compatible with the 
surrounding area. The project includes improvements on the ground level to 
enhance the pedestrian realm: closing an driveway on Lincoln Boulevard, creating a 
public plaza area, and rebuilding sidewalk areas. The proposed project and new 
landscaping will further enhance the visual quality of the site, replacing an auto repair 
shop and would not be materially detrimental to adjoining lots or the immediate 
neighborhood.

That the Venice Coastal Development Project is in conformity with the certified 
Venice Local Coastal Program.

ii.

A Local Coastal Program is comprised of a Land Use Plan and Implementation Plan, 
certified by the California Coastal Commission. The Venice Local Coastal Land Use 
Plan ("LUP”) was certified by the Coastal Commission on June 14, 2001, however, 
the necessary Implementation Plan was not certified. As such, a certified Venice 
Local Coastal Program does not exist. The proposed project conforms to the 
applicable policies of the certified Venice LUP, as outlined in Finding No. 1.b.

That the applicant has guaranteed to keep the rent levels of any Replacement 
Affordable Unit at an affordable level for the life of the proposed Venice 
Coastal Development Project and to register the Replacement Affordable Units 
with the Los Angeles Department of Housing.

iii.

The project consists of the development of 40 new dwelling units on site developed 
with philanthropic office and auto repair uses. No dwelling units would be removed 
by the project. As such, no Replacement Affordable Units are required.

That the Venice Coastal Development Project is consistent with the special 
requirements for low and moderate income housing units in the Venice

iv.
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Coastal Zone as mandated by California Government Code Section 65590 
(Mello Act).

The project proposes the development of 40 new affordable dwelling units of which 
97 percent (39 units) will be set aside for Homeless - Low Income Households and 
restricted by covenant for 55 years, one manager’s unit will be provided. The project 
is consistent with the requirements of the Mello Act and the City’s Interim 
Administrative Procedures for Complying with the Mello Act, as further discussed in 
Finding No. 6.

In addition to the requisite findings set forth in Section 8.C of the Specific Plan, the project 
also complies with all applicable provisions of the Specific Plan, as set forth below:

Section 9. General Land Use and Development Regulationsi.

The project proposes a mixed-use development on a commercially-zoned lot, 
fronting Lincoln Boulevard. As such there is no restriction on the number of lots that 
may be consolidated. The project would consolidate three existing lots and develop 
a structures that incorporates visual breaks on the ground level consisting of a 
recessed entrance (18 feet in depth) with changes in building material (glass and 
stucco) every 20 horizontal feet. Height is measured from the midpoint of the 
centerline of Lincoln Boulevard. The proposed roof access structure is limited to 100 
square feet (measured from the exterior walls) and no greater than 10 feet in height. 
As conditioned, the project conforms to Section 9 of the Specific Plan.

Section 10.G. Land Use and Development Regulations for the Oakwood- 
Millwood-Southeast Venice Subarea.

ii.

The subject property is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO. Section 10.G.2.b limits residential 
development on commercially-zoned lots to the density permitted in the R3 zone. As 
such, the property is limited to a base density of 20 units. As discussed in Finding 
Nos. 1 and 2, the project qualifies for a 100 percent increase in density pursuant to 
LAMC Section 12.22 A.25 (Density Bonus Affordable Housing Program) and LAMC 
Section 12.24-U.26. The applicant also requests a waiver of the height and step- 
back requirements of Section 10.G.3.a of the Specific Plan. As discussed in Finding 
No. 2, the project qualifies for the requested waivers.

Section 11. Commercial and Industrial Design Standards.iii.

Floor Area Ratio (FAR). The proposed mixed-use development is located on Lincoln 
Boulevard. As discussed in Finding No. 2, the project qualifies for an on-menu 
incentive, pursuant to LAMC Section 12.22 A.25 (Density Bonus Affordable Housing 
Program), for an FAR of up to 3:1. The project proposed an FAR of 2.02:1 and a 
total area of 30,463 square feet.

Access. The project will closed an existing driveway on Lincoln Boulevard and 
maintain an existing driveway on Garfield Avenue. As such, new curb cuts will be 
minimized. Existing curb cuts will be maintained in order to protect and maximize 
public on-street parking opportunities.

Landscaping. The Project provides approximately 4,638 square feet of usable open 
space on the ground level, second level courtyard, and fourth level. The ground level 
features a 962 square-foot public plaza, the second floor provides a 1,381 square- 
foot central courtyard, and the fourth floor provides 2,295 square feet of open space
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areas with a deck and rooftop gardens. The project provides trees along the rear lot 
line of the property, adjacent to the Saint Mark’s Church parking lot, at a ratio of one 
tree for every 25 feet of lot width; eight trees are provided, planted every 20 feet 
along the property line. In addition, all areas unused and open areas are landscaped.

Light. All lighting downward facing and is directed away from existing residential 
structures. The project is not located near Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas.

Trash. A residential and commercial trash enclosure is located at the ground level 
and includes regular trash and recycling room.

Section 13. Parkingiv.

As discussed in Finding No. 2, the applicant requests waivers of development 
standards, pursuant to LAMC Section 12.22 A.25 (Density Bonus Affordable 
Housing Program), to provide zero residential parking spaces and six parking spaces 
for the proposed office use.

b. The project incorporates mitigation measures, monitoring measures when 
necessary, or alternatives identified in the environmental review, which would 
mitigate the negative environmental effects of the project, to the extent physically 
feasible.

Statutory Exemption Public Resources Code Section 21080.27(b)(1)

Pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section 21080.27(b)(1), based on the whole of the 
administrative record, the project is exempt from CEQA. This CEQA Exemption applies to 
actions by the City in furtherance of providing emergency shelters and/or supportive 
housing in the City of Los Angeles. The project consists of the development of a 40-unit 
permanent supportive housing project. The proposed supportive housing meets the 
eligibility requirements of a Qualified Permanent Supportive Housing pursuant to LAMC 
Section 14.00-A.13 (Ordinance 185,492) and will be funded, in whole or in part, by the 
City of Los Angeles Measure HHH funds.

Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15332 (Class 32)

The Department of City Planning determined, based on the whole of the administrative 
record, that the Project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA”) 
pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15332 (Class 32), and there is no substantial 
evidence demonstrating that an exception to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15300.2 applies. The Notice of Exemption and Justification for Project 
Exemption for Environmental Case No. ENV-2019-6070-CE is provided in the case file 
and attached as Exhibit C.

Therefore, no mitigation measures or alternatives were identified in the environmental 
review.

6. Mello Act Compliance Review

Pursuant to the City of Los Angeles Interim Administrative Procedures for Complying with the 
Mello Act, all Conversions, Demolitions, and New Housing Developments must be identified 
in order to determine if any Affordable Residential Units are onsite and must be maintained, 
and if the project is subject to the Inclusionary Residential Units requirement. Accordingly, 
pursuant to the settlement agreement between the City of Los Angeles and the Venice Town
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Council, Inc., the Barton Hill Neighborhood Organization, and Carol Berman concerning 
implementation of the Mello Act in the Coastal Zone Portions of the City of Los Angeles, the 
findings are as follows:

a. Demolitions and Conversions (Part 4.0)

The project consists of the development of 40 Residential Units on a lot developed with a 
philanthropic use and auto repair shop; no dwelling units exist onsite. No Affordable 
Existing Residential Units will be demolished or converted, as such, the project is not 
required to provide Affordable Replacement Units.

b. New Housing Developments (Part 5.0).

Housing Development Projects consisting of 10 or more Residential Units are required to 
provide Inclusionary Residential Units affordable to Very Low, Low, or Moderate Income 
persons or families. The project shall: (Option 1) Reserve at least 20 percent of all 
Residential Units for Inclusionary Residential Units for Very Low or Low Income 
Households or (Option 2) Reserve at least ten percent of all Residential Units for 
Inclusionary Residential Units for Very Low Income Households. The proposed project 
consists of the development of 40 Residential Units, of which 39 units will be set aside for 
habitation by Low Income Households for a period of 55 years. By restricting 39 units, or 
97 percent of the total Residential Units, the project complies with the LAMC Section 12.22 
A.25 (Affordable Housing Incentives - Density Bonus) and the Inclusionary Residential 
Unit Requirement (set forth in Part 5.0 of the Interim Mello Act Administrative Procedures). 
Under Option 1, the project would be required to set aside eight (8) Residential Units for 
Very Low or Low Income Households and under Option 2, the project would be required 
to set aside a total of four (4) Residential Units for Very Low Income Households.

7. Waiver of Dedications and/or Improvements

a. The dedication or improvement requirement is physically impractical.

The project site fronts Lincoln Boulevard to the north. The applicant requests a waiver of 
the required 18-foot dedication on Lincoln Boulevard and improvements to widen the 
roadway to provide a 50-foot-wide half roadway, resulting in a 68-foot half right-of-way 
width. Lincoln Boulevard is designated as a Boulevard I - State Highway. The subject site 
consists of two lots and maintains a combined lot width of 100 feet. The project will 
maintain an existing philanthropic office structure located at 2467 Lincoln Boulevard, 
located at the front property line, approximately 50 feet wide. The project will expand the 
existing structure to the rear and construct three residential levels above. The existing 
structure will be integrated into the new development and will not be demolished within 
the life of the proposed development. Furthermore, the properties adjacent to and along 
the Lincoln Corridor of developed with structures located at the front property line. The 
proposed dedication, for a portion of the site would not be practical, as roadway could not 
be widened for such a small portion of the street. As such, the required 18-foot dedication 
is impractical for the length of the project site. The improvements to widen the roadway 
and sidewalk area are impractical without the required dedication. The applicant is 
required to close an existing driveway, reconstruct the curb, gutter, and 10-foot wide 
sidewalk area, and improve the 50-foot wide portion of the lot (2471 Lincoln Bouelvard) to 
a depth of 18 feet with a public plaza area providing landscaped and seating areas. As 
conditioned, the modified right-of-way improvements will enhance the pedestrian realm.

Environmental Findings
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8. Environmental Findings.

Statutory Exemption Public Resources Code Section 21080.27(b)(1)

Pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section 21080.27(b)(1), based on the whole of the 
administrative record, the Project is exempt from CEQA. This CEQA Exemption applies to 
actions by the City in furtherance of providing emergency shelters and/or supportive housing 
in the City of Los Angeles. The project includes the development of 40 dwelling units, of which 
39 units will be supportive housing as that term is defined PRC 21080.27(a)(3), specifically, 
as supported in the record that (1) the project meets the eligibility requirements of Ordinance 
No. 185,492 (Permanent Supportive Housing Ordinance) and (2) project meets the requisite 
funding requirements.

The proposed supportive housing meets the eligibility requirements of a Qualified Permanent 
Supportive Housing Project pursuant to LAMC Section 14.00-A.13 (Ordinance 185,492) 
because the proposed supportive housing units will be affordable, meaning rents or housing 
costs to the occupying residents will not exceed 30 percent of the maximum gross income of 
Extremely Low, Very Low or Low Income households, as those income ranges are defined by 
the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) or any successor 
agency, as verified by the Housing & Community Investment Department (HCIDLA).

A minimum of 50 percent of the total combined Dwelling Units or Guest Rooms will be 
occupied by the Target Population. LAMC Section 14.00-A.13(a)(2) defines Target Population 
as qualifying lower income individuals who have one or more disabilities, including mental 
illness, HIV or AIDS, substance abuse, or other chronic health condition, and are homeless 
as defined by any Los Angeles City, Los Angeles County, State of California, or Federal 
guidelines; or are chronically homeless, as defined by any Los Angeles City, Los Angeles 
County, State of California, or Federal guidelines. The 39 supportive housing units will be 
reserved for those who have experienced chronic homelessness of which 25 units will be 
reserved for transition aged youth (18-24 years old) who have experienced homelessness.

The supportive housing meets the eligibility requirements of a Qualified Permanent Supportive 
Housing Project pursuant to LAMC Section 14.00-A.13 (Ordinance 185,492), as follows:

Supportive Services. The project will provide three full-time professional social 
services staff with offices on-site, as well as multiple service partners, providing 
comprehensive, integrated services and support for tenants are available to the target 
population. A Supportive Service Plan is included in Exhibit C.
Affordable Housing Covenant. The project will record a covenant acceptable to 
HCIDLA that reserves and maintains 39 dwelling units as restricted affordable for at 
least 55 years from the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy.
Housing Replacement. The subject site does not contain existing dwelling units. As 
such, no replacement units are required.

The Project, will be funded, in whole or in part, by one or more of the following:

• The No Place Like Home Program (Part 3.9 (commencing with Section 5849.1) of 
Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code);

• The Building Homes and Jobs Trust Fund established pursuant to Section 50470 of 
the Health and Safety Code;

• County of Los Angeles Measure H funds;
• City of Los Angeles Measure HHH funds; or
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• The City of Los Angeles Housing Impact Trust Fund.

As provided in a funding commitment letter issued by HCIDLA, dated December 19, 2019, the 
project has received funds from the Proposition HHH Permanent Supportive Housing Loan 
Program (HHH).

Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15332 (Class 32)

The Department of City Planning determined, based on the whole of the administrative record, 
that the Project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA”) pursuant to 
State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15332 (Class 32), and there is no substantial evidence 
demonstrating that an exception to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, 
Section 15300.2 applies. The Notice of Exemption and Justification for Project Exemption for 
Environmental Case No. ENV-2019-6070-CE is provided in the case file and attached as 
Exhibit C.

The Project consists of the demolition of a one-story 2,056 square-foot auto repair shop and 
an addition to and conversion of a one-story, 2,482 square-foot philanthropic use (homeless 
youth resource center). The existing ground floor offices will be included in the proposed 
Project, resulting in a four-story, 30,463 square-foot, mixed-use, Permanent Supportive 
Housing Project comprised of 39 permanent supportive housing units, one manager’s unit, 
4,441 square feet of supportive services, and 3,085 square-feet of ground floor commercial 
use (office). A total of six parking spaces are provided at the ground level.

CEQA Determination - Class 32 Categorical Exemption Applies

a. The project is consistent with the applicable general plan designation and all 
applicable general plan policies as well as with the applicable zoning designation 
and regulations.

The project site is located in the Venice Community Plan and designated for General 
Commercial land use, with corresponding zones of C1.5, C2, C4, CR, RAS3, and RAS4. 
The site is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and is consistent with the land use designation. The 
project proposes the construction of a mixed-use development comprised 40 dwelling 
units and ground floor commercial uses. The proposed density is consistent with the base 
density permitted by the Venice Specific Plan (R3 density) and the density increases 
pursuant to LAMC Section 12.22 A.25 and LAmC Section 12.24 U.26, and is consistent 
with the following provisions of the Venice Community Plan:

Objective 1-1 To provide for the preservation of the housing stock and its expansion to 
meet the diverse economic and physical needs of the existing residents and projected 
population of the Plan area to the year 2010.

Policy 1-1.2 Protect the quality of the residential environment and the appearance of 
communities with attention to site and building design.

Objective 1-2 To reduce vehicular trips and congestion by developing new housing in 
proximity to services and facilities.

Policy 1-2.1 Locate higher residential densities near commercial centers and major bus 
routes where public service facilities and infrastructure will support this development.

Policy 1-2.2 Encourage multiple-family residential development in commercial zones.
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Objective 1-4 To promote the adequacy and affordability of multiple-family housing and 
increase its accessibility to more segments of the population.

Policy 1-4.1 Promote greater individual choice in type, quality, price and location of 
housing.

Policy 1-4.2 Ensure that new housing opportunities minimize displacement of residents.

Objective 2-2 To enhance the identity of distinctive commercial districts and to identify 
pedestrian-oriented districts.

Policy 2-2.1 Encourage pedestrian-oriented uses and mixed-use in designated areas.

The project proposes the construction of 40 dwelling units: 39 permanent supportive 
housing units for Homeless - Low Income Households and 1 manager’s unit. The project 
also provides 4,441 square feet of supportive services onsite and will maintain and expand 
an existing office space for the Safe Place for Youth nonprofit organization. The supportive 
housing project provides 28 studio units, nine (9) one-bedroom units, and three (3) two- 
bedroom units. The project will provide affordable housing in close proximity to transit 
stations, including Metro Local Lines 33, Metro Rapid Line 733, Culver City Lines 1 and 2, 
and Big Blue Bus Route 3. The proposed project would construct a mixed-use 
development on commercially zoned lot along a commercial corridor, where mixed-use 
development is encouraged. The ground floor contains a commercial (office) use and 
incorporates a public plaza area, entrances, and transparent facades that enhance the 
pedestrian realm. As such, the project conforms to the Venice Community Plan.

The project is conformance with the General Plan Zoning and Land Use designation. The 
project conforms with the requirements of Zoning Code, Specific Plan, and Lincoln 
Boulevard CDO.

b. The proposed development occurs within city limits on a project site of no more 
than five acres substantially surrounded by urban uses.

The project site is approximately 15,986 square feet (0.36 acres), is wholly within the City 
of Los Angeles, and surrounded by urban uses. The properties north of Lincoln Boulevard 
are zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with one-story commercial structures, comprised 
of car wash and retail uses. The property adjoining the site to the west is zoned [Q]C2-1- 
CDO and developed with a McDonalds fast food restaurant and parking lot. The property 
adjoining the site to the east is zoned [Q]C2-1-CDO and developed with a one-story private 
school (extension building), part of the Saint Mark School. The property adjoining the site 
to the south is zoned R2-1 and developed with a surface parking lot for the Saint Mark’s 
Church; the church and private school are located along Coeur D’Alene Avenue south of 
the parking lot area.

c. The project site has no value as a habitat for endangered, rare, or threatened 
species.

The project site maintains commercial structures and paved areas. The site is not a 
wildland area, and is not inhabited by endangered, rare, or threatened species. The area 
around the site is highly urbanized and surrounded by commercial and residential uses. 
There are no protected trees on the project site. Therefore, the project site has no value 
as habitat for endangered, rare, or threatened species.

d. Approval of the project would not result in any significant effects relating to traffic,
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noise, air quality, or water quality.

The project will be subject to Regulatory Compliance Measures (RCMs), which require 
compliance with the City of Los Angeles Noise Ordinance for pollutant discharge, 
dewatering, and stormwater mitigations; and Best Management Practices for stormwater 
runoff. More specifically, RCMs include but are not limited to:

• Regulatory Compliance Measure RC-AQ-1 (Demolition, Grading and 
Construction Activities): Compliance with provisions of the Southern California 
Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) District Rule 403. The project shall 
comply with all applicable standards of the SCAQMD, including the following 
provisions of District Rule 403:

All unpaved demolition and construction areas shall be wetted at least twice daily 
during excavation and construction, and temporary dust covers shall be used to 
reduce dust emissions and meet SCAQMD District Rule 403. Wetting could reduce 
fugitive dust by as much as 50 percent.

The construction area shall be kept sufficiently dampened to control dust caused 
by grading and hauling, and at all times provide reasonable control of dust caused 
by wind.

All clearing, earth moving, or excavation activities shall be discontinued during 
periods of high winds (i.e., greater than 15 mph), to prevent excessive amounts of 
dust.

All dirt/soil loads shall be secured by trimming, watering or other appropriate 
means to prevent spillage and dust.

All dirt/soil materials transported off-site shall be either sufficiently watered or 
securely covered to prevent excessive amount of dust.

General contractors shall maintain and operate construction equipment to 
minimize exhaust emissions.

Trucks having no current hauling activity shall not idle but be turned off.

• Regulatory Compliance Measure RC-GEO-1 (Seismic): The design and 
construction of the project shall conform to the California Building Code seismic 
standards as approved by the Department of Building and Safety.

• Regulatory Compliance Measure RC-NO-1 (Demolition, Grading, and 
Construction Activities): The project shall comply with the City of Los Angeles Noise 
Ordinance and any subsequent ordinances, which prohibit the emission or creation of 
noise beyond certain levels at adjacent uses unless technically infeasible.

These RCMs will reduce any potential impacts on noise and water quality. Furthermore, 
the project does not exceed the threshold criteria established by the Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation (LADOT) for preparing a traffic study. The project will not 
conflict with any adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public transit, bicycle 
facilities, or pedestrian facilities. Therefore, the project will not have any significant impacts 
to traffic. Likewise, air quality will not worsen as a result of the proposed project. Interim 
thresholds were developed by DCP staff based on CalEEMod model runs relying on
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reasonable assumptions, consulting with SCAQMD staff, and surveying published air 
quality studies for which criteria air pollutants did not exceed the established SCAQMD 
construction and operational thresholds. Pacific Environmental Company prepared a 
Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Report dated March 21,2018 that did not identify 
any recognized environmental conditions that would warrant further review. Approval of 
the project would not result in any significant effects relating to traffic, noise, air quality, or 
water quality.

e. The site can be adequately served by all required utilities and public services.

The project site will be adequately served by all public utilities and services given that the 
property is currently developed, surrounded by urban uses, served by existing 
infrastructure, and is consistent with the General Plan.

The project is a transit-oriented, infill development on a site within an urbanized area and 
meets the criteria outlined above. Therefore the project qualifies for a Class 32 Categorical 
Exemption.

CEQA Section 15300.2: Exceptions to the Use of Categorical Exemptions

The City has considered whether the Proposed Project is subject to any of the six (6) 
exceptions that would prohibit the use of a categorical exemption as set forth in State CeQa 
Guidelines Section 15300.2. The six (6) exceptions to this Exemption are: (a) Location; (b) 
Cumulative Impacts; (c) Significant Effect; (d) Scenic Highways; (e) Hazardous Waste Sites; 
and (f) Historical Resources.

a. Cumulative Impacts. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the 
cumulative impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is 
significant.

There following multi-family and mixed-use projects have either filed or were granted 
approvals for land use entitlements within a half-mile of the subject site:

Case No. DIR-2019-4920-TOC (1600 Venice Boulevard)
Case No. DIR-2019-1133-TOC-CDO(1808-1816 Lincoln Boulevard) 
Case No. DIR-2019-5267-TOC-CDO (2422 Lincoln Bouelvard)

The project will be subject to citywide Regulatory Compliance Measures. Regulatory 
Compliance Measures (RCMs) include, but are not limited to, compliance with the City of 
Los Angeles Noise Ordinance, pollutant discharge, dewatering, stormwater mitigations, 
and Best Management Practices for stormwater runoff. There is no evidence to conclude 
that significant impacts will occur based on past project approvals or that the project’s 
impacts are cumulatively considerable when evaluating any cumulative impacts 
associates with construction noise and transportation/traffic in the surrounding area.

b. Significant Effect Due to Unusual Circumstances. A categorical exemption shall not 
be used for an activity where there is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a 
significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances.

The project proposes a mixed-use structure in an area zoned and designated for such 
development. The surrounding area is developed with commercial, institutional, and 
residential uses. The proposed density is consistent with the base density permitted by 
the Venice Specific Plan (R3 density) and the density increases pursuant to LAMC Section
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12.22 A.25 and LAMC Section 12.24 U.26. The proposed height and massing are not 
unusual for the project vicinity or the nearby Lincoln Boulevard corridor. Thus, there are 
no unusual circumstances which may lead to a significant effect on the environment.

c. Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may 
result in damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, 
rock outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a state 
scenic highway.

The only State Scenic Highway within the City of Los Angeles is the Topanga Canyon 
State Scenic Highway, State Route 27, which travels through a portion of Topanga State 
Park. State Route 27 is located more than 7 miles northwest of the project site. Therefore, 
the project will not impact a designated state scenic highway.

d. Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located 
on a site which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the 
Government Code.

According to Envirostor, the State of California’s database of Hazardous Waste Sites, 
neither the project site, nor any site in the vicinity, is identified as a hazardous waste site. 
Furthermore, the building permit history for the project site does not indicate the site may 
be hazardous or otherwise contaminated. Pacific Environmental Company prepared a 
Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Report, dated March 21, 2018, that did not 
identify any recognized environmental conditions that would warrant further review. 
Therefore, the project is not identified as a hazardous waste site, or in the vicinity of a 
hazardous waste site, and this exception does not apply.

e. Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may 
cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.

The project site has not been identified as a historic resource by local or state agencies, 
and the project site has not been determined to be eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, California Register of Historical Resources, the Los Angeles 
Historic-Cultural Monuments Register, and/or any local register; and was not found to be 
a potential historic resource based on the City’s HistoricPlacesLA website or SurveyLA, 
the citywide survey of Los Angeles. Finally, the City does not choose to treat the site as a 
historic resource. Based on this, the project will not result in a substantial adverse change 
to the significance of a historic resource and this exception does not apply.

ADDITIONAL MANDATORY FINDING

9. Flood Insurance. The National Flood Insurance Program rate maps, which are a part of 
the Flood Hazard Management Specific Plan adopted by the City Council by Ordinance 
No. 172,081, have been reviewed and it has been determined that this project is located 
in Zone X, outside the flood zone.

ADDITIONAL FINDING

10. The Project is a Supportive Housing Project within the meaning of Government Code Section 
65651(a) and is subject to the statutory protections of Government Code Section 65650.

The City may only require the Project to comply with written, objective, standards and policies. 
Government Code Section 65651(b)(1).
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Government Code Section 65653(a) mandates that local government shall approve a 
supportive housing development that complies with the applicable requirements of 
Government Code Sections 65650-65656.

Government Code Section 65654 prohibits local government from imposing any minimum 
parking requirements for the units occupied by supportive housing residents if the supportive 
housing development is located within one-half mile of a public transit stop. The project is 
located on Lincoln Boulevard and is well within the required one-half mile of a public transit 
stop.


