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On September 20, 2019, the Office of Council District 13, in partnership with the Housing 
and Community Investment Department (HCID), Commission on Community and Family 
Services, and the Community Action Board, convened a day-long summit to address issues of 
equity and poverty prevention. Summit participants represented a cross section of experts and 
Included individuals with lived experience: service providers, policy makers, philanthropic 
organizations, the private sector, academia, health care providers, and elected officials. On March 17, 
2020, the Council adopted an HCID report concerning the City’s poverty prevention efforts, which 
included an instruction to identify gaps and inefficiencies in existing programs and develop strategic 
partnerships to ensure equity and economic resilience, among other matters (Council File 19-0720).

There are systemic and social barriers that prevent many families and youths from 
transcending poverty, such as a lack of employment opportunities and access to education and 
resources, placing them at risk of falling into homelessness. Youth are especially vulnerable to the cycle 
of poverty if they are not provided with adequate resources. Although the City and other partners in the 
region have established programs to provide resources to youth living under the poverty line, there 
continues to be a need for better coordination and investment in more programs to effectively continue 
this work.

The City should provide leadership in the region and greatly expand assistance and support 
programs for youth by investing additional resources toward job training and employment opportunities, 
such as a year-round employment program for youth, internship placements, and virtual learning 
opportunities. Further, the City Legislative Analyst should report on how this focus on city youth could 
create opportunities for careers in LA City departments, and what steps departments could take to better 
coordinate the hiring of LA youth, especially from disadvantaged communities that continue to suffer from 
the legacies of institutional racism and neglect.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council INSTRUCT the Office of the Chief Legislative 
Analyst, with the assistance of the Housing and Community Investment Department, Economic and 
Workforce Development Department, and other relevant departments as needed, to review all sources of 
funding currently available, including but not limited to Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 
funding and Homeless Housing, Assistance, and Prevention grant funds, and report with a plan to greatly 
expand assistance to low income youth, and working class families from traditionally disadvantaged 
communities.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council INSTRUCT the Office of the Chief Legislative Analyst to 
include in this report, a plan to prioritize, brand and coordinate internship programs and hiring initiatives 
towards LA youth throughout the City, especially to youth from low-income families to gain employment 
and break cycle of poverty.
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