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Over the past 35 years, Samitaur Constructs has been a pioneer in the modernizing of Los 
Angeles and Culver City. Samitaur's owners and founders, Frederick, and Laurie Samitaur Smith, 
have long been recognized as both patrons of the arts and frequent supporters of charitable and 
civic causes throughout Los Angeles. And together they have shared in a strong commitment to 
achieve lasting community revitalization through their unique and non-traditional approach.

Frederick and Laurie have become known for uplifting economic redevelopment work that 
has brought healing and regeneration to declining neighborhoods. The impactful visual style of 
Samitaur’s properties, along with the inventive economic incentives they have offered their 
tenants, has made Frederick and Laurie’s “Conjunctive Points” project in South Central Los 
Angeles and adjacent Culver City a destination spot for highly creative and innovative companies 
in the high tech, entertainment, and design industries.

Decades ago, Frederick and Laurie began their commitment to job creation and to a 
dramatic change in people’s perception of dying neighborhoods and how to save them. They made 
an unconventional decision to build a unique building that faced backwards into South Central, 
instead of turning its back on the community by typically facing the street. Frederick and Laurie 
built the Samitaur building little by little, 21 years after purchasing that neglected property in 1975 
in a then “red-lined” district. Then one day in 1996, KODAK, surprisingly showed up in a 
traditionally disdained neighborhood at the just-completed Samitaur building at 5780 West 
Jefferson Boulevard. The head of KODAK’S brand new Digital Division said he had “been 
endlessly searching City-wide for an unusual building that would express the cutting-edge 
importance of my company’s state-of-the-art technology!”

Frederick and Laurie developed the Conjunctive Points philosophy out of necessity. It is 
premised on an ecosystem based on the interconnectivity of individuals and ideas. And the practice 
of that philo sophy has required years of nurturing the intuitive interaction of many different people, 
and innumerable diverse companies, each with their own distinct ambition to improve the status 
quo - until those individual Points became Conjunctively joined through the invisible threads of 
their shared convictions, forming a network of Conjunctive Points.
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Throughout those years, Frederick and Laurie have been focused on attracting well- 
endowed successful companies to move into Conjunctive Points in order to offer job training and 
employment to the neighborhood’s unemployed - and not excluding young gang members (as 
Frederick and Laurie convinced KODAK to do in the late 90’s with resounding success). At the 
same time, Frederick and Laurie were dedicated to seeking out those brilliant young Start-Up 
companies whose ingenious inventions would set the benchmarks for the future. Thus, an innate 
attraction existed between the established companies and these gifted newcomers, inevitably 
producing spontaneous symbiotic relationships throughout Conjunctive Points that were of great 
benefit to all.

Internationally recognized as a unique urban experiment in the fusion of art, architecture, 
and technology, within the context of economic rebirth, Conjunctive Points has had extensive 
worldwide press coverage, and has received numerous prestigious awards locally, nationally, and 
internationally. It has been recognized by the National American Institute of Architects, the Urban
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Land Institute, and the cultural arm of the European Union through the Dedalo-Minosse Urban 
Design Award. And the greatest financial risk of all, the Samitaur building, their very first 
endeavor in the scorned neighborhood at West Jefferson Boulevard, designed by an unknown but 
now world-renowned architect, Eric Owen Moss, was later named "Building of The Decade” by 
the Los Angeles American Institute of Architects. What was once a dream of Frederick and 
Laurie’s to create a Paradigm for a New Renaissance - the title of a treatise that they wrote more 
than three decades ago about their new theories on urban decay and redevelopment - has now 
attracted global recognition.

Besides conceiving the Conjunctive Points philosophy, Frederick and Laurie have been 
actively involved in promoting positive change in Los Angeles. Laurie founded and led to a 
successful conclusion a citizens’ movement comprised of a quarter of a million people seeking to 
preserve the City’s public park system, for which she was named the City’s first Honorary Park 
Ranger. Sharing a great appreciation for art, Frederick and Laurie were significant contributors to 
the new building for Modem & Contemporary Art at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art in 
the late 1980’s, including the donation of a new gallery space. In the 1970’s, Frederick founded 
the fundraising arm of the L.A. Free Clinic, gamering financial, community, and political support 
for that organization over many years, until it eventually became the preeminent Free Clinic in the 
State of California, as well as the prototype for all the other Free Clinics in the State, as well as 
several in the Nation.

In recognition of their extraordinary influence on multiple aspects of community welfare 
and development in our City - including public health, public parks, the safety of our children, 
public access to the arts and culture, it is appropriate that the intersection of West Jefferson 
Boulevard and National Boulevard ben named in their honor.

I THEREFORE MOVE, that the intersection of West Jefferson Boulevard and National 
Boulevard be named “Conjunctive Points - The Vision of Frederick & Laurie Samitaur Smith”, 
and that LADOT be directed to work with Council District 10, to design, create, fabricate, install 
and maintain appropriate ceremonial signage to this effect at this location.

PRESENTED BY:
HERB J. WESSON Jr. 
Councilmember, 10th DistrictOf
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