INFORMATION, technologyand general service
MOTION
The Vision Theatre, a Spanish-style Art-Deco movie palace built in 1931, stands at the
heart of Leimert Park, The Theatre has been an important place in the community since its
construction, but fell on hard times during the 1990s. In 1997, the City took control of the property
with the goal of providing a performance arts center, under the Department of Cultural Affairs
(DCA). Phase I of the renovation of the theatre was completed in 2011, and the City is currently
in the process of finishing the final phases of renovations. Once complete, the Vision Theatre will
again be a focal point of the local community, and will be a major destination for the arts and other
cultural events. However, due to the significant budgetary challenges faced by the City as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is unclear if the DCA will have the resources available to fully
program this space once reconstruction is complete.
Recently, the Los Angeles Brotherhood Crusade, Black United Fund, Inc. (Brotherhood
Crusade), a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization that has long been active in South Los Angeles,
approached the City with a proposal to operate the Vision Theatre. Brotherhood Crusade
understands the importance of the Vision Theatre in the African-American community; and
proposes to make the Theatre into a springboard for the next generation of South Los Angeles
artists, an incubator and showcase of youth-based arts programs, and a national symbol of African
American culture in the United States. As the City and the country begin to address the long history
of oppression and racism against African-Americans highlighted by the Black Lives Matter
movement, it should look at new and innovative ways to promote black arts and culture, with the
full participation of the community. Leasing the space and operations to the Brotherhood Crusade
would make a statement on the values of the City and its residents, while also ensuring that the
Theatre can open without relying on DCA’s limited resources.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the Chief Legislative Analyst, with the
assistance of the City Attorney, the City Administrative Officer, the Department of General
Services and the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA), to negotiate an agreement with
Brotherhood Crusade, Black Fund United, Inc., for the operation of the Vision Theatre at 3341
West 43rd Place, Los Angeles, CA 90008.
I FURTHER MOVE that the DCA be instructed to refrain from booking any events at the
Vision Theatre until the Council has reviewed the recommendations of the Chief Legislative
Analyst.
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