
AD HOC COMMITTEE ON 
COVID-19 RECOVERY AND 
NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTMENT

MOTION

California’s COVID-19 cases continue to rise more than four months into the pandemic. 
The daily new cases in California eclipsed 10,000 for the first time on July 21. Los Angeles 
County has upwards of 170,000 cases, and currently has had more cases than all but 17 countries 
in the world. This trend will continue if action is not taken to enforce preventive measures. 
Various levels of government have instituted mask ‘requirements,’ but none have been enforced 
in the City of Los Angeles. Municipalities around California are reacting to the shocking figures 
and are finally instituting enforcement for failure to wear a mask; locally, this includes: West 
Hollywood, Beverly Hills, Manhattan Beach, Glendale, Santa Monica, Calabasas, Irvine, and 
Costa Mesa; and several countries in Europe have started enforcing similar orders. The City of 
Los Angeles should follow suit as the largest city in the state, and the one with the most cases.

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health noted that young people account 
for roughly 57 percent of new COVID-19 cases as of July 21. Many of these cases could have 
been avoided if the mask requirements were taken more seriously. Despite the overwhelming 
evidence of the benefits of masks, and the ubiquity of calls to wear them, the attitude toward 
masks for many people spans from flippant to dangerously skeptical. These attitudes, and the 
anti-mask rhetoric, are costing lives.

A well-enforced mask mandate would, at the very least, cause people to take mask 
wearing more seriously, which would help to slow the spread of the coronavirus. There is no 
reason that California ever should have been the epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic. Some 
have claimed that enforcement of a mask ordinance would be needlessly punitive, and all that is 
needed for compliance is adequate information. However, nearly every communicative channel 
has been utilized to urge people to wear masks, but compliance continues to be an issue. The Los 
Angeles Administrative Code makes it a misdemeanor to violate a Mayoral Order during a local 
emergency. While many people are following the Mayor’s Order, many are not. which is a 
matter of life and death. Enforcement is the strongest way to ensure compliance with existing 
mask orders.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Attorney be requested to prepare and present an 
ordinance with an urgency clause that would require payment of a fine of $100 for the first 
violation, $250 for the second violation, and $500 for the third and subsequent violations, for 
failure to comply with the Mayor’s “SAFER L.A.” Emergency Order to wear a mask outside the 
home, to be enforced by any City of Los Angeles agencies with authority to do so, in order to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19.
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