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Public Comments Not Uploaded Please Save 1537 S. Wilton Place, Council File #20-0969, on PLUM agenda
10/15/2020 
1 message

daveraposa via Clerk-PLUM-Committee <clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org> Wed, Oct 14, 2020 at 10:08 PM
Reply-To: clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org
To: "andrew.westall@lacity.org" <andrew.westall@lacity.org>, "elizabeth.carlin@lacity.org" <elizabeth.carlin@lacity.org>, "jamie.hwang@lacity.org"
<jamie.hwang@lacity.org>
Cc: "kevin.keller@lacity.org" <kevin.keller@lacity.org>, "lambert.giessinger@lacity.org" <lambert.giessinger@lacity.org>, "mfelber@fkdesigngroup.com"
<mfelber@fkdesigngroup.com>, "president@unnc.org" <president@unnc.org>, "clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org" <clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org>

This letter has been submitted to the City Clerk's LA Council Comment site; not sure when it will be uploaded.

RE: Council File No. 20-0969, PLUM Agenda Item #12, 1537 S. Wilton Place
 
October 14, 2020
 
To the Honorable City Council Members:
 
I am writing this as a 35-year neighborhood resident; as a longtime historic preservation advocate; as
an investor in historic properties (I own four L.A. HCMs and multiple Contributors to HPOZs); and as
a business owner and realtor who not only services buyers and sellers of historic/character homes
but also who is involved with developers and other investors. I am not anti-business, and I am not
anti-development.
 
I was fortunate enough some years ago to tour the interior of the Nolan Residence at 1537 S. Wilton
Place. It was designed by a famed architect, Charles Whittlesey, and that was easily seen in the
magnificent interior spaces. Along with truly wonderful, Art Nouveau/Secessionist style interior details
and its amazing stained glass windows, there was also a uniquely detailed inglenook and stunning
interior woodwork. The massive stained and leaded glass staircase windows are custom and unique
– a cascade of yellow leafed branches in the style of Louis Comfort Tiffany – truly amazing.
 
The exterior is a great and rare example of Swiss Chalet/Craftsman architecture on a grand scale –
the consultant hired by the developer was incorrect. It has a character-defining cross-gable roofline,
protruding rafter tails, balconette railings, a Swiss Chalet balcony, stained glass transom windows on
the front elevation, a whimsical and highest quality  “Arts and Crafts” front entry door and a flared
front wall reminiscent of more California Mission Revival to anchor the curb view of the home to its
Southern California landscape.
 
Whittlesey was known for his exuberance in his designs of creative and imposing residences and
hotels, unfortunately many of which have been demolished. One other, aside from this one, that is
still standing, is the Lycurgus Lindsay Mansion (Polish Parish) on Adams Boulevard. There are other
very famous designated architectural landmarks that he created in other Western States (including
the El Tovar Hotel at the Grand Canyon and the rustic Riordan Mansion, a museum and park in
Flagstaff). But more have been lost than saved, and I hope that is not the fate of the distinctive Nolan
Residence.  It is truly a unique California blend of artistic European influence and local Craftsman
architecture.
 
In a CPIO there should be NO question that this house should be saved. In fact, it is unfathomable
and unacceptable that this particularly demonstrative and unique home which has survived over 115
years in substantially its original form, including  intact character defining features, should be even
threatened with demolition and needing a public and professional outcry to try to save it! Especially to
be replaced by a four or five-story building which ignores established setbacks and which will tower
over its neighboring homes – thus encouraging a trend to abandon those homes and further destroy
the integrity of the neighborhood.
 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1537+S.+Wilton+Place?entry=gmail&source=g
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WHERE is the protection promised in the establishment of the CPIO? WHO is protecting the
interests and rights of the residents and neighbors in this historic Los Angeles area?
 
There are MANY viable options to add housing options in the rear while maintaining the impressive
home at the front of the lot and thus to a noticeable degree preserving the overall streetscape.
Anything less makes a mockery of the intent and promises inherent in the establishment of the CPIO.
 
Please SUPPORT the Appeal and turn down the housing project as proposed. Thank you for
considering my request, and that of the community, to Save This House.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Raposa
 
Owner/Broker, City Living Realty
davidr@citylivingrealty.com
323-573-4202
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October 14, 2020 
 
To the Honorable City Council Members: 
 
I am writing this as a 35-year neighborhood resident; as a longtime historic preservation 
advocate;  as an investor in historic properties (I own four L.A. HCMs and multiple Contributors 
to HPOZs); and as a business owner and realtor who not only services buyers and sellers of 
historic/character homes but also who is involved with developers and other investors. I am not 
anti-business, and I am not anti-development. 
 
I was fortunate enough some years ago to tour the interior of the Nolan Residence at 1537 S. 
Wilton Place. It was designed by a famed architect, Charles Whittlesey, and that was easily seen 
in the magnificent interior spaces. Along with truly wonderful, Art Nouveau/Secessionist style 
interior details and its amazing stained glass windows, there was also a uniquely detailed 
inglenook and stunning interior woodwork. The massive stained and leaded glass staircase 
windows are custom and unique – a cascade of yellow leafed branches in the style of Louis 
Comfort Tiffany – truly amazing.  
 
The exterior is a great and rare example of Swiss Chalet/Craftsman architecture on a grand 
scale – the consultant hired by the developer was incorrect. It has a character-defining cross-
gable roofline, protruding rafter tails, balconette railings, a Swiss Chalet balcony, stained glass 
transom windows on the front elevation, a whimsical and highest quality  “Arts and Crafts” 
front entry door and a flared front wall reminiscent of more California Mission Revival to 
anchor the curb view of the home to its Southern California landscape. 
 
Whittlesey was known for his exuberance in his designs of creative and imposing residences 
and hotels, unfortunately many of which have been demolished. One other, aside from this 
one, that is still standing, is the Lycurgus Lindsay Mansion (Polish Parish) on Adams Boulevard. 
There are other very famous designated architectural landmarks that he created in other 
Western States (including the El Tovar Hotel at the Grand Canyon and the rustic Riordan 
Mansion, a museum and park in Flagstaff). But more have been lost than saved, and I hope that 
is not the fate of the distinctive Nolan Residence.  It is truly a unique California blend of artistic 
European influence and local Craftsman architecture. 
 
In a CPIO there should be NO question that this house should be saved. In fact, it is 
unfathomable and unacceptable that this particularly demonstrative and unique home which 
has survived over 115 years in substantially its original form, including  intact character defining 
features, should be even threatened with demolition and needing a public and professional 
outcry to try to save it! Especially to be replaced by a four or five-story building which ignores 
established setbacks and which will tower over its neighboring homes – thus encouraging a 
trend to abandon those homes and further destroy the integrity of the neighborhood. 
 



WHERE is the protection promised in the establishment of the CPIO? WHO is protecting the 
interests and rights of the residents and neighbors in this historic Los Angeles area?  
 
There are MANY viable options to add housing options in the rear while maintaining the 
impressive home at the front of the lot and thus to a noticeable degree preserving the overall 
streetscape. Anything less makes a mockery of the intent and promises inherent in the 
establishment of the CPIO.  
 
Please SUPPORT the Appeal and turn down the housing project as proposed. Thank you for 
considering my request, and that of the community, to Save This House. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Raposa 
 
Owner/Broker, City Living Realty 
davidr@citylivingrealty.com 
323-573-4202 
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