MOTION

BUDGET & FINANCE

In response to the spread of the novel coronavirus in jails and prisons, thousands of
inmates have been released in order to reduce the spread of the virus. In April 2020, over 5,000
inmates were released in Los Angeles County. In addition, the California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation has indicated that an additional 8,000 inmates may be eligible for
early release in August 2020.
While the early release from jails or prisons has helped slow the spread of the virus in
those facilities, it has not addressed the challenges experienced by the formerly incarcerated as
they re-enter the community. Many of those released arc Black and Latino men and women from
communities that are overrepresented in prisons.
On December 10, 2019, the Council authorized the Economic and Workforce
Development Department (EWDD) to execute a contract in the amount of $370,000 with the
Coalition for Responsible Community Development (CRCD) to provide Prison to Employment
(P2E) Reentry Support services in South Los Angeles (C.F. 19-1219). The program provides
supportive services to individuals who experience barriers to employment and are on parole,
probation, or mandatory supervision.
An increase in funding for the contract with CRCD would help meet the increased
demand for these services in South Los Angeles during the coronavirus pandemic and associated
economic downturn. The Council should authorize the EWDD to increase the funding for this
contract by $150,000 (from $370,000 to $520,000) to help meet this demand, subject to funding
availability.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the City Administrative Officer to
identify funds in the amount of $150,000 to augment services for the Prison to Employment
Reentry Program.
I FURTHER MOVE that the Council instruct the Economic and Workforce Development
Department, with the assistance of the City Administrative Officer and City Attorney, to
negotiate and execute an amendment to Contract No. 135,288 with the Coalition for Responsible
Community Development and designated subrecipient(s) for the Prison to Employment Reentry
Program for an additional $150,000 (from $370,000 to $520,000) for areas of Council District 8
that have been affected by the early release of prisoners due to the coronavirus pandemic, subject
to review and approval by the City Attorney and compliance with the City’s contracting
requirements.
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