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CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
DATE: August 7, 2020  
 
TO: The Honorable City Council 
 c/o City Clerk, Room 395  
  
FROM:  Adel H. Hagekhalil, Executive Director and General Manager 
  Bureau of Street Services  
 
SUBJECT: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FY 2020-21 

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING GRANT FOR THE 2028 
OLYMPIC LEGACY STREET IMPROVEMENTS PLAN     

 
 
The Bureau of Street Services submitted an application with the California Department of 
Transportation FY 2020-21 Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Program and 
received a conditional award in the amount of $497,250 to fund the 2028 Olympic Legacy 
Street Improvements Plan.  StreetsLA is requesting authority to accept these grant funds 
and execute all Restricted Grant Agreements and any amendments thereto with Caltrans 
for this purpose.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That the City Council, subject to the approval of the Mayor: 
 

1. AUTHORIZE the Executive Director and General Manager of the Bureau of Street 
Services (StreetsLA), or designee, to accept the conditional award in the amount 
of $497,250 from the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Program to fund the 2028 Olympic 
Legacy Street Improvements Plan. 
 

2. AUTHORIZE StreetsLA to negotiate and execute a Restricted Grant Agreement 
and any amendments thereto with Caltrans, as may be necessary to claim grant 
funds. 
 

3. AUTHORIZE StreetsLA to execute any necessary funding and contractual 
documents, subject to the approval of the City Attorney as to form and legality, 
towards the completion of the grant scope. 
 

4. AUTHORIZE the Controller to establish a new account within the Transportation 
Grant Fund (Fund 655, Dept 94) entitled “2028 Olympic Legacy Street 
Improvements Plan” in the amount of $497,250. 

 
 



 
 
 

5. AUTHORIZE StreetsLA to receive grant funds and reimburse the Transportation 
Grant Fund for expenditures made directly from the Transportation Grant Fund. 

 
6. ADOPT the accompanying resolution authorizing StreetsLA to accept the 

aforementioned grant funds and execute all Restricted Grant Agreements and any 
amendments thereto with Caltrans. 
 

7. AUTHORIZE StreetsLA to make any technical adjustments as necessary to 
effectuate the intent of the Mayor and Council on this matter. 

 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
In September 2017, the International Olympics Committee (IOC) awarded the 2028 
Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games to the City of Los Angeles. During the Games, 
Los Angeles is expected to receive over 500,000 visitors and 15,000 athletes from around 
the world. Unfortunately, the condition of street infrastructure around many of the venues 
in disadvantaged communities is inadequate to support the influx of street users the 
Olympics are expected to bring. A few of the issues around the venues include access 
barriers created by the I-110 and I-10 freeways, poor pavement and sidewalk conditions, 
lack of tree canopies, street furniture, bike infrastructure, and poor safe routes to schools. 
 
In August 2019, the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) announced the 
FY 2020-21 Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant call-for-applications, providing 
$34 million in available funding for statewide transportation planning projects. Since this 
grant provides an opportunity for the City to address the street infrastructure issues 
around the Olympic venues, StreetsLA submitted an application to fund the 2028 Olympic 
Legacy Street Improvements Plan. The plan will develop community-driven solutions to 
improve access and mobility in disadvantaged communities surrounding four Olympic 
Sports Parks.   
 

1. Exposition Park (LA Memorial Coliseum and Banc of California Stadium) 
2. University of Southern California (Dedeaux Field and Galen Center) 
3. LA Live (Staples Center, Microsoft Theater, and LA Convention Center) 
4. Grand Park (Grand Park and LA City Hall) 

 
This effort will engage the community to identify access barriers/challenges, develop 
mitigation solutions, and prioritize mobility (motorized and non-motorized) and 
sustainability improvements. The improvements will serve as a legacy for the Olympic 
Games, while providing long-term benefits to the surrounding disadvantaged 
communities. The plan will also serve as a framework for developing similar legacy plans 
around other Olympic venues as they are identified in future years. 
 
Investing in this project will assist StreetsLA in transforming the streets to make 
communities safer, healthier, and more inviting and prosperous. The project will provide 
a plan to deliver the following benefits: 
 



 
 
 

● Improve access and mobility by providing safe and convenient options to 
venues/employment centers. 

● Enhance community character by celebrating the unique features of 
neighborhoods within the project areas. 

● Increase economic activity with more foot traffic and inviting streetscapes to allow 
local businesses to prosper. 

● Achieve greater community engagement by empowering community members in 
the decision-making process. 

● Provide sustainability/resiliency through innovative solutions like cool pavement, 
recycled materials, and Best Management Practices (BMPs) for stormwater 
management. 

● Transform communities into safe and secure places for all people to feel 
comfortable participating in civic life. 

 
Through these benefits, this project will achieve an Olympic legacy by transforming City 
streets into vibrant public spaces that will help communities be more livable, successful, 
and equitable long after the 2028 Games have concluded. 
 
In June 2020, StreetsLA received a conditional award letter from Caltrans for the 2028 
Olympic Legacy Street Improvements Plan, which consists of $497,250 in grant funds 
plus $111,750 in local match for a total project cost of $609,000. Local match will be 
provided in the form of StreetsLA staff time.  
 
As a condition of grant acceptance, Caltrans requires a local resolution from the City 
Council stating the grant project title and job title of the person authorized to enter into a 
contract with Caltrans. The resolution must be submitted to Caltrans by August 21, 2020 
and is attached hereto. 
 
Additionally, the grant will be disbursed to the City on a reimbursement basis. StreetsLA 
intends to hire a consultant to assist with the development of a planning document and 
requires front funding from the Transportation Grant Fund (Fund 655, Dept 94) to pay the 
consultant for the grant work to be performed. The local match portion will be fulfilled 
using staff time funded through the Proposition C Anti-Gridlock Transit Fund as part of 
the Transportation Grant Annual Work Program and does not require front funding.  
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
There is no impact to the General Fund if the grant is accepted. The grant will be 
disbursed to the City on a reimbursement basis. Consultant costs will be expended from 
the Transportation Grant Fund and repaid as reimbursements from Caltrans are received, 
while StreetsLA staff time will be funded through its existing Prop C appropriation. 
 
 

 
AHH:FM:KDM:MC:kt 
  



 
 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES RESOLUTION 
NO.       

 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE AGREEMENTS WITH 

  
THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORATION FOR 

THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES  
2028 OLYMPIC LEGACY STREET IMPROVEMENTS PLAN 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Bureau of Street Services (StreetsLA) submitted an application to 
the California Department of Transportation, seeking a Sustainable Transportation 
Planning Grant through the Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account; 
 
 WHEREAS, StreetsLA has received a conditional award in the amount of  
$497,250 from the Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Program to fund the 2028 
Olympic Legacy Street Improvement Plan; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Los Angeles is eligible to receive 
Federal and/or State funding for certain transportation planning related plans, through the 
California Department of Transportation; 
 
 WHEREAS, a Restricted Grant Agreement is needed to be executed with the 
California Department of Transportation before such funds can be claimed through the 
Transportation Planning Grant Programs; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles wishes to delegate authorization to execute 
these agreements and any amendments thereto; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Los 
Angeles, authorize the Executive Director and General Manager of the Bureau of Street 
Services, or designee, to execute all Restricted Grant Agreements and any amendments 
thereto with the California Department of Transportation. 
 
 APPROVED AND PASSED this    day of     2020. 
 
 
 
               
        City Council 
 
 
        ATTEST: 
 
               
        City Clerk 
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