
From: Judy Esposito <judy.esposito@msn.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 1, 2020 at 8:30:56 AM PDT
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "juliet.oh@lacity.org" <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
"theodore.irving@lacity.org" <theodore.irving@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"austin.beutner@lausd.net" <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 
project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
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neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,

Judith Esposito

Venice Resident



From: Deb Z <xtravoice@aol.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 1, 2020 at 8:56:21 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

As a Venice resident since 1985, I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los 
Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 
square foot, 84-room apartment hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge 
you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have seen much change to Venice, and I am not trying to hold the community 
to living in the past, but I by no means want to see what remains a community 
wiped out by overscale development that is far more about making money than 
considering the impact on neighbors.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
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Sincerely,
D. Zeitman 
Venice Resident



From: Rachel Davis <doctorrae@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 1, 2020 at 7:29:06 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 
project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
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[Your name,

Venice Resident]



From: Sarah Shoup <s_shoup@icloud.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)
Date: June 23, 2020 at 9:42:29 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.COM>

June 16, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 
project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
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Sarah Shoup

Venice Resident



From: Deidre Samuels <djsamuels@ca.rr.com>
Subject: Fwd: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)
Date: June 23, 2020 at 12:16:17 PM PDT
To: Citizens Venice <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Begin forwarded message:

From: Greg Matthews <gregmatthews@mac.com>
Date: June 23, 2020 at 12:06:58 PM PDT 
To: Djsamuels <djsamuels@ca.rr.com>
Subject: Fwd: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 
2012-3354-(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Greg Matthews <gregmatthews@mac.com>
Date: June 23, 2020 at 11:44:48 PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, Juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.org
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First off, thank you for your public service. It’s undoubtably a difficult job and 
made harder by situations like this one where you can’t please all of the people 
all of the time. I value that you’ve chosen a noble profession. It takes courage to 
serve. Thank you.

I will be brief. I support Venice business. I’ve lived here for 20 years. I’ve spent 
countless hours and dollars in all the establishments Venice has to offer. I rented 
when I arrived in the late 90s and cobbled together roommate after roommate to 
help offset the burden of my first mortgage payments in 2003. Point is, I’m a
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long time tax paying, Venice local.

This proposed hotel sits directly across the street from my home. It will bring an 
enormous burden to our lives here. You are our last and only line of defense. I 
cannot wish delivery trucks, Uber drivers or unruly vacationing hotel guess to be 
quieter or not to loiter around the property. If I could, there would be new group 
of them the next day. I cannot make school crossing less trafficked, or roadways 
and parking less congested. I cannot make hotels and restaurants abide by 
schedules or time of day closures. I cannot stop music that’s too loud even 
though its not allowed at all. I can only complain after the fact and pray for the 
mercy of unenforceable laws to be enforced, until they are broken again. This is 
only part of the grind the hotel will put the neighbors through. It will be a 
constant battle between unrelenting commerce and the people’s right to peace 
and quiet. Those of us in this part of Abbot Kinney have enjoyed a delicate 
balance of restaurant/workspace and community for many years. It’s not perfect, 
but until recently, most of the workers in establishments in the buildings were 
also considerate locals A hotel will most certainly destroy that compact. And the 
neighbors will be the ones who bear the brunt of this and the hotel will have little 
accountability for the consequences of their unintended actions.

Others will argue about jobs it brings, conformity or nonconformity to codes, 
and I will leave that to the experts. But what I can tell you is that I’ve watched 
happen in front of my eyes is an area has become more trafficked, more 
populated and density. Some growth is good. Some is not. This will add density 
that from everything I’ve read is under-reported.

Here’s what I’d ask you to consider: Consider the long term effects. This is a 
neighborhood. On both sides of of Abbot Kinney. It’s residential. People need 
peace, they need a quiet place to unwind and enjoy being home. They need to 
park a reasonable distance to their homes. This hotel will most certainly rob us 
of that. No way it could not. An unintended but necessary byproduct of the type 
of establishment being considered. The proposed parking may meet the letter of 
the law, but it will not be that way in practice, cars will move to the streets. If 
Covid 19, has shown us anything it is that the neighborhood once filled with cars 
suddenly has plenty of parking during their closures. Undoubtably from 
employees and patrons not parking on the surrounding streets. I’m asking each 
of you to imagine the hydraulic lifts in constant operation, bringing cars up and 
down in their subterranean lot - a lot that faces the neighborhood. Ubers, taxis 
and tourist will wait along skinny, little Electric Avenue and surrounding streets. 
Hotel guests and drivers will loitering about as they wait for fares or rides. 
Trucks will be the greatest increase to the areas. Expanding the alcohol 
consumption hours is a stick in the neighbors eye. We are adults, we all know 
what this means. No denying it. A hotel will have more needs than the present



occupants. More trucks, more noise more people. Vacationers partying on their 
balconies. All of this 24/7, all in view of a school that is making consistent 
strides to be a better place to learn year after year.

None of this speaks a word to the impact on the school and children’s walk to 
and from during what would certainly be 2 years of construction. I’ll leave that 
to experts as well but I can show you video of construction on this very building 
a few years ago where a construction vehicle backed into an active cross walk 
with children crossing.

Now, too much noise, impacted neighborhoods and school concerns might not 
be the strongest arguments against a multi-million dollar hotel, but that isn’t 
exactly what I’m arguing. What I’m saying is that if you allow it, you are 
sentencing the neighbors to uncontrollable discomfort and unenforceable tools to 
counter it. No peace and quiet. I’m asking you to imagine it happening across the 
street from your homes. I’m begging you to consider the infringement that the 
hotel will have on the every day (and night) lives of the surrounding community. 
It’s something to consider. Really consider. It’s gonna be painful and will last 
for as long as the hotel stands. No city planner ever imagined this for Abbot 
Kinney.

So I’m asking you to do this for the neighbors. Be a public servant. Consider the 
financial impact, but also consider the impact on the community. Be our 
advocate. Be the best part of your profession, to stand up for the people when 
their voices otherwise might not be strong or heard. It’s a neighborhood. It will 
face people trying to go to school, get some sleep, go to work and just live. 
People who have no control to stop the thing that will impact those rights. Serve 
the public by imagining you live across the street from this hotel. Imagine 
needing to put your kids to sleep in the hum of an active hotel. The valet, the 
patrons, the trucks. Imagine the garbage trucks rolling through early in the 
morning, after listening to buzzing patrons leaving hotel bars and restaurants at 
1am. Imagine roaming the streets for parking blocks away from your home in 
the middle of the night. Imagine walking your kids through a construction zone 
for two years to get them to class, then imagine them trying to learn through the 
noise. Think about that. Think about living like that 24/ until you can’t take it 
and move away. No peace.

If you’re an elected official, and you want to claim it brings jobs, I get it. But if 
your job doesn’t depend on political messaging,, then do the right thing. Don’t 
move this hotel forward. There are lots of ways this property could be built into 
a useful space for the benefit of the owners and the community. A hotel is not 
one of them. It will crush those of us around it. You know it and I do. Please 
protect the public. You are our only line of defense.



Thanks for your time,

Greg Matthews 
301 Broadway St 
Venice, CA 90291



From: Rachel Davis <doctorrae@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 1, 2020 at 7:29:06 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
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[Your name,

Venice Resident]



From: Judy Esposito <judy.esposito@msn.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 1, 2020 at 8:30:56 AM PDT
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "juliet.oh@lacity.org" <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
"theodore.irving@lacity.org" <theodore.irving@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"austin.beutner@lausd.net" <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 
project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
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neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,

Judith Esposito

Venice Resident



From: Deb Z <xtravoice@aol.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 1, 2020 at 8:56:21 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

As a Venice resident since 1985, I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los 
Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 
square foot, 84-room apartment hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge 
you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have seen much change to Venice, and I am not trying to hold the community 
to living in the past, but I by no means want to see what remains a community 
wiped out by overscale development that is far more about making money than 
considering the impact on neighbors.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
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Sincerely,
D. Zeitman 
Venice Resident



From: Leslie Rainer <LRainer@getty.edu>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 1, 2020 at 9:02:26 AM PDT
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "juliet.oh@lacity.org" <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
"theodore.irving@lacity.org" <theodore.irving@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"austin.beutner@lausd.net" <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of 
the land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal 
land use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy 
Abbott Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when 
children and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample 
hotel loading area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, 
encouraging traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
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From: Herman Wurz <hwurz28@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 1, 2020 at 9:31:42 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 1, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
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Herman Wurz

Venice Resident since 1973



From: Robert Hughes <roberthughes@verizon.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 1, 2020 at 11:54:06 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I have been a homeowner/resident of Venice for over 32 years. My wife works 
on the 1200 block of Abbott Kinney Blvd.

I urge you to oppose the “Venice Place" project.

The project is too big for the neighborhood, will increase traffic, is across the 
street from an elementary school and yet will be serving liquor, will occupy 
parking that is already in short supply and destroy the character of the 
neighborhood.

Please stop “Venice Place” from further eroding the quality of life in Venice. 
Sincerely,
Robert Hughes 
Venice Resident]
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From: Jade fenster <jadieee@aol.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 1, 2020 at 2:31:27 PM PDT
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "juliet.oh@lacity.org" <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
"theodore.irving@lacity.org" <theodore.irving@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"austin.beutner@lausd.net" <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>
Reply-To: Jade fenster <jadieee@aol.com>

June 30, 2020 Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners: I was alarmed to 
learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved the 
construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment hotel on 
Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.
I have serious concerns about this Project: • -It is vastly out-of-scale for the 
neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land than the current built structures. • 
-It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent. • -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy 
commercial street from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that 
there is a similar condition anywhere else within the LAUSD. • -The project 
would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott Kinney, especially 
during the morning and late afternoon periods when children and families are 
walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading area would force 
trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging traffic to swerve, 
possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks. • -On-site parking is valet only via 
an automated parking system accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. 
Patrons waiting to park will be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, 
patrons will park on neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking. • 
-Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project. Sincerely, [Your name,
Venice Resident]
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From: Aurora Hoffman <sunshineisfine@yahoo.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 2, 2020 at 1:57:15 PM PDT
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "juliet.oh@lacity.org" <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
"theodore.irving@lacity.org" <theodore.irving@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"austin.beutner@lausd.net" <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-
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away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely, 
Aurora Hoffman

Venice resident.



From: Aurora Hoffman <sunshineisfine@yahoo.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 2, 2020 at 1:57:15 PM PDT
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "juliet.oh@lacity.org" <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
"theodore.irving@lacity.org" <theodore.irving@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"austin.beutner@lausd.net" <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-
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away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely, 
Aurora Hoffman

Venice resident.



From: Janine Negrin <janineinvenice@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 2, 2020 at 4:36:18 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
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[Your name,

Venice Resident]



From: Steve Yeager <rsyla@me.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 2, 2020 at 8:39:06 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners: I agree with all of these points:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
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Robert Yeager 
29 Clubhouse Ave 
Venice Ca 90291



From: Sue Kaplan <sakaplan@ca.rr.com>
Subject: Fwd: Opposition Letter - Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 
2012-3354-(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)
Date: July 3, 2020 at 9:10:49 AM PDT
To: Citizens Preserving Venice <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Begin forwarded message:
From: Richard Stanger <stangerr@ca.rr.com>
Subject: Opposition Letter - Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 
2012-3354-(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)
Date: July 3, 2020 at 8:57:25 AM PDT
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org" 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, Juliet Oh <Juliet.Oh@lacitv.org>. 
"faisal.roble@lacity.org" <faisal.roble@lacity.org>
Cc: Sue Kaplan <sakaplan@ca.rr.com>, Robin Rudisill <wildrudi@mac.com>

Richard Stanger
2409 Clark Avenue 
Venice, CA 90291

July 3, 2020

West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission

Floornd11214 West Exposition Blvd., 2 
Los Angeles, CA 90064

Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354-(CUB)(CU) (CDP) 
(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)
Re:

Honorable Commissioners:

This letter is in opposition to the subject hotel project.
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thOn June 6 I received an email flyer from City Planning asking the community 
to help it advance equitable Westside community plans. The flyer stated that:

“Planning is one of the many factors that play a key role in shaping access to 
housing, open space, jobs, and overall a healthy quality of life. As land use 
planners we have both an opportunity and shared responsibility to elevate the 
importance of inclusion and equity in our practices.”

The flyer further acknowledged that “we [at City Planning] have a lot of work to 
do in reevaluating how we approach our work in order to empower those who 
have been marginalized by planning practices of the past.”

Venice would be a good place for City Planning to start its self-reflection, the 
Oakwood neighborhood in particular.

Oakwood’s History

Venice was physically built by hundreds of African-Americans who developed 
the Oakwood neighborhood at a time when it was one of the few neighborhoods 
in Los Angeles where they could live. Abbot Kinney encouraged the hiring of 
African-American professionals to help him build his vision. He supported 
Oakwood’s development as an African-American community. Over the decades 
Venice also became home to many Mexican-American families attracted by its 
affordable homes and proximity to local industries.

Over the last two decades, however, city planners have systematically abetted 
the accelerating gentrification of the Oakwood subarea of Venice, ignoring - or 
not caring - about its history and its socio-cultural heritage. For Oakwood it has 
become death by a thousand cuts.

Underlying City Planning’s complicity in the erosion of Oakwood’s heritage, 
was the unstated assumption that more expensive homes - and consequently 
wealthier White homeowners - was better. Time and again, McMansions have 
removed bungalows and multi-family homes for expensive single-family 
homes. Affordable and RSO units have also been demolished. The cumulative 
impacts of these projects on the social make-up of the Oakwood neighborhood 
have also been ignored.



The Proposed Hotel

How will this hotel foster “inclusion and equity”? How will it help those “who 
have been marginalized by planning practices in the past”? The simple answer: 
it will not.

The proposal is for a high-end hotel complex in the heart of Venice on Abbot 
Kinney Boulevard. Socio-economic and cultural diversity is what made Venice 
the world famous destination it is today. It is this historic cultural legacy the 
hotel wants to tap into by locating in the heart of Venice. Yet this project has 
never acknowledged the socio-economic well-being of the neighborhood it will 
inevitably disrupt nor the harm it will likely cause our neighbors in the Oakwood 
community over time. The hotel, if built, will continue the City’s pattern of 
disregard for this historic African-American community and further exacerbate 
the displacement of Venice residents who have substantially shaped the 
character this famous and unique coastal community.

City Planning has expressed its solidarity to the principles that correct the 
concerns of the Black Lives Matter movement and in finding ways to steer away 
from its patterns and practices that have reinforced racial and economic 
inequities. However well intentioned, the right words are empty without the right 
actions.

This hotel project is in the wrong place. Its approval will bring social and 
economic harm to the very people with whom City Planning just declared 
solidarity. This hotel is not Oakwood. It is not Venice.

The hotel project should be denied.

Sincerely,

Richard Stanger

Richard Stanger



stangerr@ca.rr.com
310-823-0744

mailto:stangerr@ca.rr.com


From: Sarah Shoup <s_shoup@icloud.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 3, 2020 at 10:05:18 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,

mailto:s_shoup@icloud.com
mailto:apcwestla@lacity.org
mailto:mike.bonin@lacity.org
mailto:juliet.oh@lacity.org
mailto:theodore.irving@lacity.org
mailto:jason.p.douglas@lacity.org
mailto:nick.melvoin@lausd.net
mailto:austin.beutner@lausd.net
mailto:preservingvenice@gmail.com


Sarah Shoup

Venice Resident



From: Phylis Korn <psk449@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 3, 2020 at 11:37:25 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,

mailto:psk449@gmail.com
mailto:apcwestla@lacity.org
mailto:mike.bonin@lacity.org
mailto:juliet.oh@lacity.org
mailto:theodore.irving@lacity.org
mailto:jason.p.douglas@lacity.org
mailto:nick.melvoin@lausd.net
mailto:austin.beutner@lausd.net
mailto:preservingvenice@gmail.com


Phylis Korn 
29 Park Avenue

Venice Resident]



From: Stephanie Waxman <waxman823@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 3, 2020 at 11:39:32 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 3, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

As a longtime resident of Venice, I was shocked to learn that the City of Los 
Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a 70,000 square foot, 
84-room apartment hotel on Abbot Kinney Blvd!

I IMPLORE you to OPPOSE the "Venice Place" project!

• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots.
• -It is across the street from an elementary school.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on Abbot Kinney.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Across from an elementary school!

There is nothing to recommend "Venice Place" for our neighborhood.

PLEASE REJECT THIS PROJECT!!

Sincerely, 
Stephanie Waxman 
938 Marco Place 
Venice, CA 90291

mailto:waxman823@gmail.com
mailto:apcwestla@lacity.org
mailto:mike.bonin@lacity.org
mailto:juliet.oh@lacity.org
mailto:theodore.irving@lacity.org
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From: Janet Smith Kotos <janetsmithkotos@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 3, 2020 at 12:18:20 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

We have lived in Venice since 1988 and have watched it become over-developed 
and McMansion-ed. We understand that Abbott Kinney is a source of tax 
revenue, and a tourist attraction along with the beach. However, this 70,000 
square foot, 84-room apartment hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice is ill- 
conceived on so many levels.

We urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project: it's the wrong project for this 
site and for our resident families and the physical layout of that neighborhood 
and its streets. Please answer the questions below as stewards of this 
neighborhood and its residents:

• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, and ties an unprecedented 8 lots 
together - A bad precedent re: the coastal land use plan that allows a maximum 
of 3 lots. Why would the City of Los Angeles Planning Department approve the 
construction given that existing restriction?

• -It is across from a large elementary school, and will be selling alcohol from 
7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. The road separating that alcohol 
and the strangers consuming it is only two lanes plus median lane - why would 
you approve the introduction of strangers and alcohol into a congested area 
where children are present Monday-Friday, and on a busy commercial street that 
is already dangerous for the school families and others who must cross it?

• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney. The lack of an ample hotel loading area would force hotel service and 
delivery trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging traffic to 
swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks, pedestrians and cyclists. 
How will the developers alleviate this dangerous issue?

• -On-site parking is valet only via dangerously narrow and Electric Ave. Patrons

mailto:janetsmithkotos@gmail.com
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mailto:mike.bonin@lacity.org
mailto:juliet.oh@lacity.org
mailto:theodore.irving@lacity.org
mailto:jason.p.douglas@lacity.org
mailto:nick.melvoin@lausd.net
mailto:austin.beutner@lausd.net
mailto:preservingvenice@gmail.com


waiting to park will be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons 
will park on neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking. What 
will the developers do to alleviate this certain log-jam?

• - Please reject this harmful project. Can they put it somewhere else? if not, why 
not?

Sincerely,
Janet and Jim Kotos



From: Chris Teuber <christeuber@earthlink.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 3, 2020 at 12:42:21 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org,
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org 
Cc: preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 3, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I am a resident and homeowner in Venice for 40 years. This project was 
presented to the voters before and was struck down.
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.
When it was presented the first time was found that the project would have 
allowed the sale of alcohol across the street from an elementary school in 
violation of California law.
The project plans in room sale of alcohol. There is no plan to control the access 
of alcohol in room to minors or guests who are already drunk.
Every DUI death of elementary school children, their parents or teacher will be 
on your heads.

The Project wants approval for liquor consumption on site and the sale of liquor
for
offsite from 7 AM to 1 AM across the street from an elementary school where 
children
are present from 7:30 AM to 6 PM. Expanding an alcohol permit to many times 
its original use, and in multiple structures on multiple lots for all but six hours in
the
dead of night, and continuing to allow alcohol sales in hotel rooms 24/7 as well 
as at
a market across from the school, does not show an intent to comply with the goal
of
responsible liquor licensing or protecting children’s safety. We don’t need more 
intoxicated
people wandering around the neighborhood and where children are playing 
outside, right across the street from the site.
Please don’t give a Conditional Use Alcoholic Beverage Permit for an apartment

mailto:christeuber@earthlink.net
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mailto:nick.melvoin@lausd.net
mailto:austin.beutner@lausd.net
mailto:mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org
mailto:preservingvenice@gmail.com


hotel
within 500 ft. of a residential zone.

The traffic trip analysis presented by the planning department was so false as to 
be false testimony, punishable by law.
The project does not have sufficient on site parking.
This will be a parking disaster for Oakwood and all adjacent neighborhoods 
The parking for the hotel and restaurants is insufficient, not to mention for 
special
and private event parking, which are not even addressed by the developer. The 
onsite
parking is a mechanical system that is all valet assisted. There will be a delay in 
parking and retrieving vehicles that the guests will not accept.
Neighborhood streets will be impacted by patrons lined up to enter the valet 
court on Electric Avenue, an already narrow street. There will be no self
parking, so many patrons will avoid the
cost and inconvenience of the valet system and park in the Oakwood 
neighborhood, crowding out residents. Since permit parking is not allowed in 
this area, much of the hotel parking will be paid for by inconvenience to 
neighbors.

There is not enough access for truck delivery to the project. The loading area 
does not accommodate large trucks.

This project is applying to be an “apartment hotel,” which by law is only 
allowed to
rent rooms or suites for 30 days or more. How will that be enforced? Where is 
the stipulation that if is violated, even once the licenses will be revoked forever. 
Please make sure that restriction is absolutely clear in your decision letter. Please 
don’t give a Conditional Use Permit for an apartment hotel within 500 ft. of a 
residential zone on both sides. This one would
only be 50 feet from the residences on Electric Ave. A 30 ft wall, a full block 
long, would face their single-story homes. The valet parking takes place on this 
side,
meaning people full of drinks will be waiting for their cars late at night, and cars 
will be coming and going, yet the developer pretends there will be no noise 
problems -
because he doesn’t live across the street.

A 30 foot high wall will block the air and sun from buildings across the street.

This project was rejected already by the community and the Planning Board.
It is now back during a pandemic that prevents the public to show its opposition



in a public hearing.
Why was this allowed to proceed at this time?
We have seen the corruption that has been going on for years with the City 
Council and Planning Department. It is time for that corruption to stop.
The Planning Office operates under the Mayor. Has Eric Garcetti communicated 
to the Planning or Traffic Departments regarding this project?
Does Eric Garcetti approve destroying our neighborhood?

Please provide a list of the campaign contributions, donations and gifts made by 
the developer and /or his representatives to any and all City of Los Angeles 
elected officials or employees, including the Neighborhood Council.
Please insure that none of the members of the Neighborhood Council either met 
with the developer outside of Council meetings, or discussed the project with 
other members of the council outside council meetings.
Certify that no City Employee has received anything of value, even as little as 
items such as a cup of coffee, lunch, or a pen from the developer, his architect or 
his representatives.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
Chris Teuber
Venice Resident for 40 years.



From: Kamille Rudisill <karudisi@icloud.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)
Date: July 6, 2020 at 7:34:26 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

June 16, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 
project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,

mailto:karudisi@icloud.com
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Kamille Rudisill 
Venice Resident



From: Chris Teuber <christeuber@earthlink.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 3, 2020 at 12:42:21 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org,
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org 
Cc: preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 3, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I am a resident and homeowner in Venice for 40 years. This project was 
presented to the voters before and was struck down.
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.
When it was presented the first time was found that the project would have 
allowed the sale of alcohol across the street from an elementary school in 
violation of California law.
The project plans in room sale of alcohol. There is no plan to control the access 
of alcohol in room to minors or guests who are already drunk.
Every DUI death of elementary school children, their parents or teacher will be 
on your heads.

The Project wants approval for liquor consumption on site and the sale of liquor
for
offsite from 7 AM to 1 AM across the street from an elementary school where 
children
are present from 7:30 AM to 6 PM. Expanding an alcohol permit to many times 
its original use, and in multiple structures on multiple lots for all but six hours in
the
dead of night, and continuing to allow alcohol sales in hotel rooms 24/7 as well 
as at
a market across from the school, does not show an intent to comply with the goal
of
responsible liquor licensing or protecting children’s safety. We don’t need more 
intoxicated
people wandering around the neighborhood and where children are playing 
outside, right across the street from the site.
Please don’t give a Conditional Use Alcoholic Beverage Permit for an apartment
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hotel
within 500 ft. of a residential zone.

The traffic trip analysis presented by the planning department was so false as to 
be false testimony, punishable by law.
The project does not have sufficient on site parking.
This will be a parking disaster for Oakwood and all adjacent neighborhoods 
The parking for the hotel and restaurants is insufficient, not to mention for 
special
and private event parking, which are not even addressed by the developer. The 
onsite
parking is a mechanical system that is all valet assisted. There will be a delay in 
parking and retrieving vehicles that the guests will not accept.
Neighborhood streets will be impacted by patrons lined up to enter the valet 
court on Electric Avenue, an already narrow street. There will be no self
parking, so many patrons will avoid the
cost and inconvenience of the valet system and park in the Oakwood 
neighborhood, crowding out residents. Since permit parking is not allowed in 
this area, much of the hotel parking will be paid for by inconvenience to 
neighbors.

There is not enough access for truck delivery to the project. The loading area 
does not accommodate large trucks.

This project is applying to be an “apartment hotel,” which by law is only 
allowed to
rent rooms or suites for 30 days or more. How will that be enforced? Where is 
the stipulation that if is violated, even once the licenses will be revoked forever. 
Please make sure that restriction is absolutely clear in your decision letter. Please 
don’t give a Conditional Use Permit for an apartment hotel within 500 ft. of a 
residential zone on both sides. This one would
only be 50 feet from the residences on Electric Ave. A 30 ft wall, a full block 
long, would face their single-story homes. The valet parking takes place on this 
side,
meaning people full of drinks will be waiting for their cars late at night, and cars 
will be coming and going, yet the developer pretends there will be no noise 
problems -
because he doesn’t live across the street.

A 30 foot high wall will block the air and sun from buildings across the street.

This project was rejected already by the community and the Planning Board.
It is now back during a pandemic that prevents the public to show its opposition



in a public hearing.
Why was this allowed to proceed at this time?
We have seen the corruption that has been going on for years with the City 
Council and Planning Department. It is time for that corruption to stop.
The Planning Office operates under the Mayor. Has Eric Garcetti communicated 
to the Planning or Traffic Departments regarding this project?
Does Eric Garcetti approve destroying our neighborhood?

Please provide a list of the campaign contributions, donations and gifts made by 
the developer and /or his representatives to any and all City of Los Angeles 
elected officials or employees, including the Neighborhood Council.
Please insure that none of the members of the Neighborhood Council either met 
with the developer outside of Council meetings, or discussed the project with 
other members of the council outside council meetings.
Certify that no City Employee has received anything of value, even as little as 
items such as a cup of coffee, lunch, or a pen from the developer, his architect or 
his representatives.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
Chris Teuber
Venice Resident for 40 years.



From: Dennis Hicks <drhicks2@yahoo.com>
Subject: Fw: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 3, 2020 at 12:50:30 PM PDT 
To: "apcwestla@lacity.orgY"' <apcwestla@lacity.org>, 
''Y'mike.bonin@lacity.orgY"' <mike.bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Y'juliet.oh@lacity.orgY"' <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
"\"theodore.irving@lacity.org\"" <theodore.irving@lacity.org>, 
"\"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org\"" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"\"nick.melvoin@lausd.net\"" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"\"austin.beutner@lausd.net\"" <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
"\"preservingvenice@gmail.com\"" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR

July 3, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

As a longtime resident of Venice, I was shocked to learn that the City of Los 
Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a 70,000 square foot, 
84-room apartment hotel on Abbot Kinney Blvd!

I IMPLORE you to OPPOSE the "Venice Place" project!

• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots.
• -It is across the street from an elementary school.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on Abbot Kinney.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Across from an elementary school!
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There is nothing to recommend "Venice Place" for our neighborhood.

PLEASE REJECT THIS PROJECT!!

Sincerely,
Dennis Hicks 
938 Marco Place 
Venice, CA 90291



From: Frank Defurio <defurio@msn.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 3, 2020 at 3:00:34 PM PDT
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "juliet.oh@lacity.org" <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
"theodore.irving@lacity.org" <theodore.irving@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"austin.beutner@lausd.net" <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 
project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
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neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
Frank Defurio, a Venice resident



From: Frank Defurio <defurio@msn.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 3, 2020 at 3:00:34 PM PDT
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "juliet.oh@lacity.org" <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
"theodore.irving@lacity.org" <theodore.irving@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"austin.beutner@lausd.net" <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 
project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
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neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
Frank Defurio, a Venice resident



From: Rachel Davis <doctorrae@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 6, 2020 at 6:54:02 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 13, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel 
of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge 
you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
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[Your name,

Venice Resident]



From: Theoakwoodhouse <theoakwoodhouse@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 6, 2020 at 7:02:33 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 6, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

Please, please, please oppose the "Venice Place" project. It will change 
everything about my hometown, my community forever. It is not in anyway in 
keeping anfd we are trying to preserve what little we have left.
Calling it ‘Venice Place’ is another slap in the face. This is a community with a 
rich history and with families. It is being turned into some kind of gentrified 
Disneyland. A developers $$$ dream with zero regard and only disrespect for 
this community and residents. Enough already. Please.

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel 
of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you 
to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets
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already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely, 
Andrea Klein 
Venice Resident



From: Kelly Adams <kellyrud1@me.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 6, 2020 at 8:23:24 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 6, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel 
of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge 
you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
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Kelly Adams, Venice Resident



From: Sandra Aken <sandra.l.aken@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 6, 2020 at 10:29:33 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 13, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel 
of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you 
to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

Sincerely,
Sandra Hammond (mom of two students at Westminster elementary school) 
5318 Pacific Avenue, Marina del Rey, CA 90292

mailto:sandra.l.aken@gmail.com
mailto:apcwestla@lacity.org
mailto:mike.bonin@lacity.org
mailto:juliet.oh@lacity.org
mailto:theodore.irving@lacity.org
mailto:jason.p.douglas@lacity.org
mailto:nick.melvoin@lausd.net
mailto:austin.beutner@lausd.net
mailto:preservingvenice@gmail.com


From: "marichan@rtmf.com" <marichan@rtmf.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 6, 2020 at 11:19:50 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 6, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

As a homeowner and small business owner in Venice since 1984, I strongly 
oppose the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, apartment-hotel of 78 
guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice.

This project is far too large for the neighborhood. This is low-rise residential 
neighborhood and such a huge project is not only out of place but will cause an 
excess of traffic, pollution and noise on an already busy two-lane commercial 
street directly from a large elementary school. A large project like this, 
especially one selling alcohol from 7a.m.-1.a.m., (both on-site and for take
away) is extremely dangerous since children and their parents are walking to 
school at that intersection.

The parking plans are completely inadequate for a project of this size and will 
most likely force workers to park on surrounding residential streets that are 
already maxed out from the people who live there. Visitors will wait for valets 
on an extremely narrow street, Electric Ave, sending pollution into nearby 
homes and making our terrible traffic problems even worse.

In addition, the project ties eight lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots.

There are already many, many hotels in Venice. Another one is unnecessary and 
unwanted on Abbot Kinney Blvd, a street already known in pre-COVID 19 
times as one of the most busy on the Westside.

I strongly urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

Thank you,

Marianne Robin-Tani
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710 Superba Ave 
Venice CA 90291



From: debraatthebeach <debraatthebeach@verizon.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 7, 2020 at 7:19:38 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 13, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel 
of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge 
you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
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[Debra Radin

Venice Resident]

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device



From: GARRICK EBBINS <g.ebbtide@me.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 7, 2020 at 8:19:24 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 13, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel 
of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge 
you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
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From: Kirsten Ludwig <kirsten@kirstenludwig.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 7, 2020 at 1:08:13 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel 
of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge 
you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

Kirsten
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From: "Judy Branfman" <branfman@ucla.edu>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 7, 2020 at 8:43:15 PM PDT 
To: <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
<Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org>
Cc: <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, <Austin.Beautner@lausd.net>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

It was disturbing to hear that the LA Planning Department again approved the 
construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room apartment hotel on Abbot 
Kinney Blvd in Venice. I remember the last time this project was approved and 
the community opposed it. There were very good reasons why it didn’t get built, 
so why are we back in the same place?

Please oppose the hotel project on Abbott-Kinney. Here are a few of my 
concerns:

The plan is completely out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling five times more 
of the land than the current built structures do.

Additionally the proposal would tie an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area 
where the coastal land use plan only allows a maximum of 3 lots. This 
outrageous consolidation would become a dangerous precedent and there is no 
reason for it.

This proposal places a huge hotel across a relatively narrow two-lane (with a 
median lane), but already very busy commercial, street from a large elementary 
school. I find it hard to believe that there is a situation like this anywhere else 
within the LAUSD.

The project would drastically increase the traffic on already very busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking and driving to and from school. The lack of adequate 
hotel loading would force large trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney
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(which does not have a large median lane), encouraging traffic to swerve, 
possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

Planned on-site parking would be valet only, using an automated parking system 
accessed only on the very narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be 
backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, tourist visitors will park on 
neighborhood streets sorely lacking parking for residents and used extensively 
by tourists.

Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. This is 
unacceptable and would encourage public drinking on Abbott-Kinney and in the 
neighborhood all day and night - right across the street from an elementary 
school. Alcohol, strangers, trucks, cars, lack of parking, and an elementary 
school are not an acceptable mix.

This hotel project is the wrong project for Venice and for this site - and for our 
kids, families and neighborhood.

Please reject this dangerous project.

Judy Branfman

Judy Branfman 
branfman@ucla.edu

mailto:branfman@ucla.edu


From: Andrea Stern <andrea.stern@bltrecruiting.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 8, 2020 at 10:25:17 AM PDT
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
Austin.Beautner@lausd.net, preservingvenice@gmail.com

CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354-(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); 
ENV-2016-4321-EIR

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I am appalled that you would approve of this project. Yet another example of 
how you don't give a damn about Venice and it's residents. Venice has said NO 
NO NO to this over and over again but you turn a deaf ear. Come on, there are 
serious problems with this Project and you all know it, so one has to ask why 
would you even think to approve this?

• It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the currently built structures.
• It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land-use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a large 
elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks. Not to mention 
the impact it will have on Electric which is already nearly impossible be drive 
down.
• On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only on 
the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up into
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the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• Alcohol would be sold from 7 a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers, and an elementary school are a bad combination.

For once do the right thing for Venice and stop approving harmful projects that 
have a real negative effect on our community. "Venice Place" is the wrong 
project for this site and for our kids, families, and neighborhoods. Please reject 
this harmful project.

Thank you for your consideration.

Andrea Stern

Andrea Stern

(310) 439-1903 W

(310) 422-7481 M

andrea.stern@bltrecruiting.com

mailto:andrea.stern@bltrecruiting.com


From: Renee Glass <renee@acburke.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 8, 2020 at 4:47:13 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org
Cc: Mike.Bonin@lacity.org, Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org, 
Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, Austin.Beautner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

As homeowners in Venice for over 30 years, we were shocked to hear that the 

City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a 

roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room apartment hotel on Abbot Kinney Blvd in 

Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project. This project does NOT 

make sense for the location. We have serious concerns about this Project:

• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 

than the current built structures.

• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 

plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 

dangerous precedent.

• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 

large elementary school. We find it hard to believe that there is a similar 

condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.

• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 

Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 

and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 

area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 

traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 

on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up
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into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 

already strapped for resident parking.

• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 

Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 

neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely, 

Renee Glass

Andrew Burke

861 Amoroso Place, Venice, CA



From: Nora Dvosin <dvosin@me.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 9, 2020 at 10:18:56 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 13, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I am concerned that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved the 
construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel of 78 guest 
rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I believe it is not in 
compliance with character of our local neighborhood, and furthermore the 
project will stand directly across the street from Westminster Elementary, which 
would put pressure on the safety and security of our precious school children.

I would point out that the project is vastly out-of-scale with existing structures 
on Abbot Kinney Blvd.

The consolidation of 8 lots is unprecedented given that the coastal land use plan 
allows for a maximum of 3 lots. This could set a dangerous precedent for our 
neighborhood.

Westminster Elementary, directly across from the proposed project, is on a busy 
commercial street which will only become more congested and therefore 
dangerous for our children if the project is built.

The lack of an ample hotel loading area would force trucks to park in the middle 
of Abbot Kinney, encouraging traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to- 
see crosswalks.

On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only on 
the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up into 
the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this project.
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Sincerely,

Nora Dvosin

Venice Resident]



From: Kristin Chambers <kristin.chambers@sbcglobal.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 3:57:35 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>
Cc: "mike.bonin@lacity.org" <mike.bonin@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"austin.beautner@lausd.net" <austin.beautner@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room apartment 
hotel on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:

• It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a large 
elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only on 
the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up into 
the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away.

mailto:kristin.chambers@sbcglobal.net
mailto:APCWestLA@lacity.org
mailto:apcwestla@lacity.org
mailto:mike.bonin@lacity.org
mailto:mike.bonin@lacity.org
mailto:jason.p.douglas@lacity.org
mailto:jason.p.douglas@lacity.org
mailto:nick.melvoin@lausd.net
mailto:nick.melvoin@lausd.net
mailto:austin.beautner@lausd.net
mailto:austin.beautner@lausd.net
mailto:preservingvenice@gmail.com
mailto:preservingvenice@gmail.com


Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Thank you for your consideration and be well,

Kristin Chambers

Kristin.chambers@sbcglobal.net 
310-737-4291 (home office) 
415-308-5498 (cell)

mailto:Kristin.chambers@sbcglobal.net


From: Mary Jack <maryjackis@yahoo.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 4:59:45 PM PDT 
To: Planning APCWestLA <apcwestla@lacity.org>
Cc: Juliet Oh <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, Bonin City Hall 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, Jason Douglas <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>

913 Marco Place 
Venice, CA 90291 
July 10, 2020
To: West LA Area Planning Commission, via email

Re: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354-(CUB) 
(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR

Esteemed Commissioners:

I oppose the proposed Venice Place Hotel project referenced by the case 
numbers above. As one of my Venice neighbors simply stated, “This project has 
never been right for Venice”.

-It’s too big: This project would cover roughly 5-times the land that is covered 
by the current built structures on these unprecedented 8 lots. Allowing an 8-lot 
tie, as opposed to the currently-allowed-by-law 3 lots, would strike the final 
blow toward overdevelopment in Venice. There would be no turning back 
toward enforcing more sensibly-sized projects.

-It’s too dangerous: The additional traffic on Abbot Kinney and Electric, not to 
mention cars and trucks forced onto our narrow neighborhood streets, will cause 
additional car, bike and pedestrian accidents. Loading facilities are insufficient, 
forcing deliveries to be made on sidewalks and in the center turn lane on Abbot 
Kinney. Alcohol will be sold from 7a.m.-1a.m. - 18 hours a day - in
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restaurants, bars and a street-level market . . .

-Across from an elementary school! Seriously, what was LA City Planning 
thinking? Kids, parents and teachers will all be endangered by this overblown 
project. Would you want your child going to school there?

-It will accelerate speculation and gentrification: LA City Planning recently 
published its “Charting Our Course for a More Fair, Just, and Equitable Los 
Angeles” statement of values. I was heartened to see Planning acknowledge that 
“Many land use policies and zoning practices over time have reinforced racial 
segregation, poverty, environmental injustice, disinvestment, and poor health 
outcomes that we still experience today. It is with great clarity and resolve that 
we acknowledge the role the planning profession has played in this regard over 
the decades.” We have seen these misguided policies imposed upon Venice over 
and over again, despite the efforts of many in the community to fight them. The 
Venice Place Hotel project sits directly across narrow Electric Ave. from the 
historic Oakwood neighborhood, where the African American builders of Venice 
established roots due to redlining elsewhere in Venice. Descendants of our 
Venice forefathers still live in Oakwood today, but their numbers are dwindling 
due the rampant speculation and gentrification that have pushed many of our 
Black neighbors out. The Hotel would accelerate that process, with speculators 
buying up land closest to the Pleasure Palace in the hope of selling homes that 
very few currently living in Venice can afford to the highest bidder. Economic 
and racial diversity all over Venice will be jeopardized. LA City Planning 
clearly did not apply their values of “fairness, justice and equality” to the 
horrible decision to approve this project.

This project has never been right for Venice. Venetians have been fighting this 
project for 8 years. Hundreds if not thousands of us have spoken out repeatedly 
over these years. What more do we have to do to convey that enough is enough?

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



Mary Jack 
Venice



From: Mark Rago <markrago1@yahoo.com>
Subject: OPPOSED to the proposed "Venice Place" hotel 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 8:42:37 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net

Hello.

This project is an an atrocity and simply cannot be approved to move forward. 
The size precedent is particularly disturbing which will undoubtedly prompt any 
future developer to point at for whatever gigantic project they wish to do. It's 
unfortunately very typical and unsurprising for developers here in Venice who 
continue to try to build bigger and higher without any thought or remorse to the 
community or it's future, as long as they make their extra million dollars on top 
of the billions they already have.

Also, there's a multitude of other issues that this project propels which include 
extra traffic congestion, valet parking, delivery truck,s and the non-stop 24-hour 
pedestrian and vehicle traffic that any hotel entails, not to mention the 
elementary school directly across the street. Traffic is already bad in that area 
because Pacific has recently been narrowed down to one lane and this will 
undoubtedly make congestion even worse and more frustrating. Abbot Kinney 
Blvd is a secondary gateway in and out of Venice straight from Venice Blvd and 
this would be horrible.

You have to remember - there are a lot of residents here in Venice and we're a 
part of the City of Los Angeles. This is not an island made for tourists and 
developers to do whatever they want just to make a buck.

Thank You,

Mark Rago 
19 Breeze Avenue 
Venice
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From: mikette miller <mikette@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 8:46:11 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, austin.beutner@lausd.net, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, preservingvenice@gmail.com, 
mike.bonin@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project. The proximity to Westminster 
Elementary School is the biggest reason I object the plan. The increase in traffic 
and the sale of alcohol all day, including mornings really makes this project 
unsuited to be so close to a school. Statistically, this is highly concerning.

• 17% of all traffic deaths among those aged between 0-14 involve some 
kind of alcohol. 1

• 31% of all 2010 traffic fatalities involved a driver with a BAC of .08 1 
Pedestrian safety is already a major issue in Venice as in all of Los Angeles. 
This project poses a serious risk.

Sincerely, 
Mikette Miller

Venice Resident

1. https://policyadvice.net/car-insurance/insights/drunk-driving-statistics/
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From: Daniel Rothman <dbrmus@aol.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 8:54:31 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com> 
Reply-To: Daniel Rothman <dbrmus@aol.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners: I was alarmed to learn that the 
City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a 
roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd 
in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project. I have serious 
concerns about this Project: • -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, 
filling 5 times more of the land than the current built structures. • -It ties an 
unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use plan allows a 
maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a dangerous 
precedent. • -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial 
street across from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is 
a similar condition anywhere else within the LAUSD. • -The project would 
drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot Kinney, especially during 
the morning and late afternoon periods when children and families are walking 
to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading area would force trucks 
to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging traffic to swerve, possibly 
into already-hard-to-see crosswalks. • -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, 
expensive automated parking system accessed only on the already-narrow 
Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up into the neighborhood, 
or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets already strapped for 
resident parking. • -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and 
for take-away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous 
cocktail. "Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, 
families and neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
Daniel Rothman, Venice
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From: judi/lies <boaconstruction@ca.rr.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 9:08:15 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
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From: Madison Seigle <madison.seigle@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 9:13:52 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Rachel Davis <doctorrae@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 9:48:35 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
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From: Sarah Dobbs <scaitlindobbs@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 10:14:58 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel 
of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you 
to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
Sarah Dobbs,
Teacher and Coach at Venice High School, Alum of Venice High, Venice
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Resident

Sent from my iPhone



From: Vincent Rogozyk <rogozyk@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 11:18:36 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Vincent Rogozyk 
818-521-9751
rogozyk@gmail.com

creative/
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motion design & editing 
https://yesnowhy.com

https://vimeo.com/vincentrogozyk
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From: Maria J Boulin <mariacarpediem@mac.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 11, 2020 at 3:39:16 AM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

Please don’t turn Venice into something it’s not!
It’s famous for it’s ‘realness’ and quirky vibe, not for being stuffy. I’m all for 
cleaning things up in our town but projects like this will kill what makes Venice 
popular, and that’s on you!

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
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AvecMaria.com



From: Judy Esposito <judy.esposito@msn.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 11, 2020 at 8:33:54 AM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

Why do developers get to ruin Venice ? Look at Oakwood, look at Venice 
residential neighborhoods. Disgraceful !!! and now, Abbot Kinney will be 
glitzed up beyond what Venice is ? Gentrification pushes people out. Venice 
should not be a money making opportunity for developers !!! But that's exactly 
what has been allowed to happen here !

So many residents are working to protect Venice and keep new buildings in 
scale with the over-all neighborhood, both residential and commercial. The lack 
of regard for responsible development is truly a disgrace to those that wield 
entirely too much power. We all have seen this repeatedly for the last several 
destructive years !!! and it is literally sickening !

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
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• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Judith Esposito 30-year Venice resident



From: Sean Longstreet <longstreetedu@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 11, 2020 at 10:51:15 AM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners,

I was disturbed to learn that the City of LA Planning Department approved the 
construction of a 70,000 square foot, 78-room apartment hotel on Abbot Kinney. 
Please oppose this project. I have many serious concerns.

-As a teacher for LAUSD, I was especially alarmed to learn that it is directly on 
a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across from a large 
elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within LAUSD.

-Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods.

-It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.

-It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.

-The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

-On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
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I strongly urge you to oppose this project. This is not in character with the rest of 
Venice and what makes it so special.

Sincerely,
Sean Longstreet



From: Marion Golde <goldemarion@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 11, 2020 at 10:55:06 AM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners,

I was alarmed to learn that the City of LA Planning Department approved the 
construction of a 70,000 square foot, 78-room apartment hotel on Abbot Kinney. 
Please oppose this project. I have many concerns:

-It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within LAUSD.
-Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods.
-It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
-It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
-The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
-On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.

Please consider the above points and please oppose this project for the sake of 
Venice and all of its constituents.

Thank you, 
Marion Golde
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From: Rosey Guthrie <roseyguthrie@earthlink.net>
Subject: Venice Hotel Project: CASE ZA 2012-3354-(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR) 
(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 11, 2020 at 11:23:32 AM PDT
To: <apcwestla@lacity.org>, <mike.bonin@lacity.org>, <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
<theodore.irving@lacity.org>, <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
<nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
<preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners,

I have lived in Mar Vista for 23 years and I have many wonderful memories 
and reasons to love Abbot Kinney Blvd. — but the traffic increases and 
parking struggles and confused tourists make it almost unbearable some days 
for us everyday people taking our usual routes to pick up kids, go shopping, 
and visit friends. The surrounding neighborhoods of sweet houses and tiny 
streets are already choked and it's unfair to dump more stress and grief on 
these neighborhoods! On their children and older people especially!

I implore you to truly consider these individuals and all of us who call 
this home. It is not right to sacrifice us for the profits of others. Why 
would you do this to your constituents? Please, please scale this project 
way back to something that fits.

Thank you for your consideration,

Rosemary Guthrie 
3352 Meier St.
Los Angeles, CA 90066
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From: kevin Anderson <mickeydoomjones@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 11, 2020 at 11:10:58 AM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
As a 20 year Venice homeowner and father of two children attending 
Westminster Ave Elementary School, I implore you to take action:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
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From: Manny-Cheri <uskatz@aol.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 11, 2020 at 2:13:40 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com> 
Reply-To: Manny-Cheri <uskatz@aol.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

We are outraged that any city agency could approve this project without 
community input.
Has the Jose Huizar corruption scandal extended this far? Developers' money 
has always
trumped community input in Venice. We've lived in Venice for over 40 years 
and have seen 
it all.

Manuel & Cheri Katz 
1221 Cabrillo Ave 
Venice CA 90291
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From: PAULA KAPLAN <kappy480@aol.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 11, 2020 at 4:43:44 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net

I am alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice.

I have serious concerns about this Venice Place Project and urge you to oppose 
it’s construction.
~ It is extremely large, it it not consistent with the coastal land use plan, and it is 
significantly out-of-scale with the neighborhood.
~ It will increase traffic and congestion in an already congested area, increasing 
pollution as well.
~ It have a negative impact on parking in an area in which parking is already 
very difficulty.
~ It will have a negative impact on the safety of neighborhood residents, 
businesses and the children and staff attending and working at the local 
elementary school which is in close proximity to the project.
~ Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a tragedy waiting to happen.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our businesses, kids, 
families and neighborhood. Please reject this harmful project.

Paula Kaplan
Venice resident for 43 years
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From: Pam Pressley <pam@consumerwatchdog.org>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 11, 2020 at 5:20:26 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"mike.bonin@lacity.org" <mike.bonin@lacity.org>,
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, Nick Melvoin 
<bd4info@lausd.net>, Citizens Preserving Venice 
<preservingvenice@gmail.com>, "superintendent@lausd.net" 
<superintendent@lausd.net>, "radaniel@lausd.net" <radaniel@lausd.net>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

My husband and I are longtime Venice residents of 28 years, having lived the 
last 19 years in the Oakwood neighborhood 2 blocks east of Abbot Kinney Blvd. 
where the construction of the roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room hotel is 
proposed. Our street Brooks Ave. is one of the only residential streets that 
provides a throroughfare from Lincoln Blvd. to Abbot Kinney, which will be 
utilized as a route to and from the hotel by noisy construction vehicles, delivery 
trucks, hotel patron cars and ride shares. We are parents of a 10-year-old child 
who attends Westminster Ave Elementary school, which is located directly 
across the street from the proposed hotel. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project for the following reasons:

-the current liquor license applying to existing restaurants on site that operate 
primarily in the afternoon and evening hours would be vastly expanded to allow 
a full range of alcohol to be sold from 7am to 1am, both on-site at its rooftop 
pool bar and courtyard area and for off site consumption at a new “market” 
directly on the corner where children cross to and from school daily at 
Westminster Ave and Abbot Kinney. Allowing a rooftop bar and liquor market 
within 600 feet of a school where children are present from 7:30am to 6pm 
is contrary to public welfare and safety. An 18 hour per day bar and liquor outlet 
next to a school not only advertises substance abuse but also glamorizes it. We 
don’t need more drunken tourists milling around when our children are on the 
way to or from school or waiting for their parents and guardians to pick them up 
in front of the school.

-The EIR used an outdated 2016 traffic report, ignoring the congestion that has 
built up over the last 4 years in this area of Venice. A hotel at this location will 
drastically increase the traffic on already over-congested 2-lane Abbot Kinney 
Blvd., especially during the morning and late afternoon/evening periods when 
children and families are walking and driving to and from school. The school
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crosswalk at Broadway Ave. and Abbot Kinney is already one of the most 
dangerous in LAUSD with drivers speeding through the crosswalk and failing to 
stop even with a crossing guard standing in the middle of the street and yellow 
lights flashing. I have witnessed it firsthand on a daily basis. The lack of an 
ample hotel loading area on Broadway (also in the path of school children) 
would force delivery trucks to park in the median lane of Abbot Kinney, making 
the school crosswalk even less visible to oncoming traffic and thereby further 
jeopardizing our children’s safety.

-A 78 room hotel joining 8 lots (whereas the coastal plan allows a maximum of 
3) is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood. Currently the area is occupied by 
small restaurants and shops, a church, and a preschool, and is bordered by a 
quiet residential area on two sides and an elementary school on the other. It is 
simply not the place for a bustling, boisterous hotel and rooftop pool bar with a 
party atomosphere operating until the wee hours of the morning.

-Parking on surrounding residential streets including Broadway, Electric, 
Westminster and Brooks Avenues will be a nightmare, compounding the current 
scarce parking situation for local residents especially during summer months. 
Hotel residents/guests and their visitors, patrons of the hotel restaurants and 
rooftop bar, and attendees of onsite events will not all use the proposed 
expensive valet-only, automated parking system accessed only on the extremely- 
narrow Electric Ave where only a single car can drive through. Rather than 
waiting in line to park while backed up on Abott Kinney, Broadway or Electric, 
hotel patrons and employees will park on surrounding neighborhood streets, 
taking up already scarce parking for residents.

-Westminster Elementary school children and staff should not have to endure 
two years of construction noise and pollution during school hours when they are 
trying to learn and teach. Classroom and administrative office windows face 
Abbot Kinney Boulevard directly, and acording to the EIR, school 
administrators would be tasked with calling the project construction site manger 
with noise and pollution complaints on a daily basis. It is not enough to cease 
construction during special events such as testing and culmination. Children and 
staff need a quiet, safe learning environment on a daily basis.

For all these reasons, and all those set forth in the appeal of Citizens Preserving
Venice, I strongly urge you to disapprove the proposed Venice Place hotel
project.



Thank you,

Pamela Pressley 
& Rush Gomez 
411 Brooks Ave 
Venice, CA 90291



From: Marianne Tyler <mtyler00@aol.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 3:32:33 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com 
Cc: Marianne Tyler <MTyler00@aol.com>

July 14, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was deeply distressed to hear that the City of Los Angeles Planning 
Department approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room 
apartment hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. As someone who loves 
Venice and has spent a great deal of time there over the past 22 years, I urge you 
to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

Among the very serious concerns I have about this Project:

• It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.

• It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.

• It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.

• The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

• On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
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• Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
Marianne Tyler 
7820 West 81st St.
Playa del Rey, CA 90293 
310-962-6359



From: Frederick Moore <fmmoore@icloud.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 1:28:38 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
Austin.Beautner@lausd.net, preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room apartment 
hotel on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
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Frederick Moore 
812 Superba Ave. 
Venice



From: Djsamuels <djsamuels@ca.rr.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 3:19:44 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, Citizens Preserving 
Venice <preservingvenice@gmail.com>, Juliet Oh <juliet.oh@lacity.org>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I am writing to oppose the Venice Place Hotel Project. I have been a resident of 
Venice for 34 years, residing on Broadway Street within 50 yards of the 
proposed Project and, therefore, will be directly effected by your decision.

thOn June 6 I received an email flyer from City Planning asking the community 
to help it advance equitable Westside community plans. The flyer stated that: 
“Planning is one of the many factors that play a key role in shaping access to 
housing, open space, jobs, and overall a healthy quality of life. As land use 
planners we have both an opportunity and shared responsibility to elevate the 
importance of inclusion and equity in our practices.”

The flyer further acknowledged that “we [at City Planning] have a lot of work to 
do in reevaluating how we approach our work in order to empower those who 
have been marginalized by planning practices of the past.”

Venice, and Oakwood in particular, would be a good place for City Planning to 
start its reevaluating.

Venice's first grammar school, Martha Washington, was located at Westminster 
and Washington Boulevard (now Abbot Kinney Boulevard), the current site of 
Westminster Elementary Math & Technology/Environmental Studies Magnet. It 
had a single teacher and 23 pupils when it opened in 1905, but after residents 
began moving into Venice of America and adjoining tracts in 1906, school 
enrollment jumped to 300 students. The city added several classrooms, but 
facilities barely kept ahead of increasing enrollment. By 1912 thirty teachers
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taught 700 children in very crowded classrooms.

Today, Westminster Elementary has a student population of 415 students. As it 
was in 1906, and has been without interruption for 114 years, Westminster is the 
community elementary school for the Oakwood neighborhood and the Lost 
Canals neighborhood west of Abbot Kinney and reflects the demographics of it’s 
surroundings. The student population is made up of 70% people of color and 
78.4% of the total school population is identified as socioeconomically 
disadvantaged which qualifies it as a Title 1 school.

The students at Westminster as well as their families in the surrounding Venice 
area are going to bear the brunt of the City’s determination to allow the 
development of properties without consideration for the residents of those 
neighborhoods, particularly those of black/brown, low income residents. They 
will be subject to noise, air pollution, ground movement, increased traffic and 
road closures during construction. There is no mitigation plan that can reduce 
the negative impacts to the residents and students during construction. During 
operation of the Hotel project, additional obstacles will be put in the path of 
students and neighborhood residents including, heightened noise levels, 
increased traffic, lack of street parking for residents, sale of alcohol for 
an unprecedented 18 hours per day from 7 a.m. to 1 a.m., an addition of yet 
another market to buy alcohol, an influx of tourists and day visitors whose 
interests are not those of the residents in the neighborhood or school children.

I am aware that the Project property is approved for hotel use per the Venice 
Specific Plan but, according to Theodore Irving, it is the City government that is 
responsible for protecting the needs of its residents. If you are committed to 
furthering your commitment to “empower those who have been marginalized by 
planning practices of the past”, you will reject this Project.

Regards,

Deidre Samuels
309 Broadway



Venice, CA 90291



From: Frank Defurio <defurio@msn.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 3:59:59 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

Why do developers get to ruin Venice ? Look at Oakwood, look at Venice 

residential neighborhoods. Disgraceful !!! and now, Abbot Kinney will be 

glitzed up beyond what Venice is ? Gentrification pushes people out. Venice 

should not be a money-making opportunity for developers !!! But that's exactly 

what has been allowed to happen here !

So many residents are working to protect Venice and keep new buildings in 

scale with the over-all neighborhood, both residential and commercial. The lack 

of regard for responsible development is truly a disgrace to those that wield 

entirely too much power. We all have seen this repeatedly for the last several 

destructive years !!! and it is literally sickening !

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 

approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 

hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 

project. I have serious concerns about this Project:

• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 

than the current built structures.
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• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 

plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 

dangerous precedent.

• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 

from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 

condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.

• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 

Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 

and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 

area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 

traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 

accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 

be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 

neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.

• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 

Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 

Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 

neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Frank DeFurio, a long-time Venice resident



From: Djsamuels <djsamuels@ca.rr.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 3:19:44 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, Citizens Preserving 
Venice <preservingvenice@gmail.com>, Juliet Oh <juliet.oh@lacity.org>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I am writing to oppose the Venice Place Hotel Project. I have been a resident of 
Venice for 34 years, residing on Broadway Street within 50 yards of the 
proposed Project and, therefore, will be directly effected by your decision.

thOn June 6 I received an email flyer from City Planning asking the community 
to help it advance equitable Westside community plans. The flyer stated that: 
“Planning is one of the many factors that play a key role in shaping access to 
housing, open space, jobs, and overall a healthy quality of life. As land use 
planners we have both an opportunity and shared responsibility to elevate the 
importance of inclusion and equity in our practices.”

The flyer further acknowledged that “we [at City Planning] have a lot of work to 
do in reevaluating how we approach our work in order to empower those who 
have been marginalized by planning practices of the past.”

Venice, and Oakwood in particular, would be a good place for City Planning to 
start its reevaluating.

Venice's first grammar school, Martha Washington, was located at Westminster 
and Washington Boulevard (now Abbot Kinney Boulevard), the current site of 
Westminster Elementary Math & Technology/Environmental Studies Magnet. It 
had a single teacher and 23 pupils when it opened in 1905, but after residents 
began moving into Venice of America and adjoining tracts in 1906, school 
enrollment jumped to 300 students. The city added several classrooms, but 
facilities barely kept ahead of increasing enrollment. By 1912 thirty teachers
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taught 700 children in very crowded classrooms.

Today, Westminster Elementary has a student population of 415 students. As it 
was in 1906, and has been without interruption for 114 years, Westminster is the 
community elementary school for the Oakwood neighborhood and the Lost 
Canals neighborhood west of Abbot Kinney and reflects the demographics of it’s 
surroundings. The student population is made up of 70% people of color and 
78.4% of the total school population is identified as socioeconomically 
disadvantaged which qualifies it as a Title 1 school.

The students at Westminster as well as their families in the surrounding Venice 
area are going to bear the brunt of the City’s determination to allow the 
development of properties without consideration for the residents of those 
neighborhoods, particularly those of black/brown, low income residents. They 
will be subject to noise, air pollution, ground movement, increased traffic and 
road closures during construction. There is no mitigation plan that can reduce 
the negative impacts to the residents and students during construction. During 
operation of the Hotel project, additional obstacles will be put in the path of 
students and neighborhood residents including, heightened noise levels, 
increased traffic, lack of street parking for residents, sale of alcohol for 
an unprecedented 18 hours per day from 7 a.m. to 1 a.m., an addition of yet 
another market to buy alcohol, an influx of tourists and day visitors whose 
interests are not those of the residents in the neighborhood or school children.

I am aware that the Project property is approved for hotel use per the Venice 
Specific Plan but, according to Theodore Irving, it is the City government that is 
responsible for protecting the needs of its residents. If you are committed to 
furthering your commitment to “empower those who have been marginalized by 
planning practices of the past”, you will reject this Project.

Regards,

Deidre Samuels
309 Broadway



Venice, CA 90291



From: Marianne Tyler <mtyler00@aol.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 3:32:33 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com 
Cc: Marianne Tyler <MTyler00@aol.com>

July 14, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was deeply distressed to hear that the City of Los Angeles Planning 
Department approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room 
apartment hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. As someone who loves 
Venice and has spent a great deal of time there over the past 22 years, I urge you 
to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

Among the very serious concerns I have about this Project:

• It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.

• It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.

• It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.

• The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

• On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
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• Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
Marianne Tyler 
7820 West 81st St.
Playa del Rey, CA 90293 
310-962-6359



From: Frank Defurio <defurio@msn.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 3:59:59 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

Why do developers get to ruin Venice ? Look at Oakwood, look at Venice 

residential neighborhoods. Disgraceful !!! and now, Abbot Kinney will be 

glitzed up beyond what Venice is ? Gentrification pushes people out. Venice 

should not be a money-making opportunity for developers !!! But that's exactly 

what has been allowed to happen here !

So many residents are working to protect Venice and keep new buildings in 

scale with the over-all neighborhood, both residential and commercial. The lack 

of regard for responsible development is truly a disgrace to those that wield 

entirely too much power. We all have seen this repeatedly for the last several 

destructive years !!! and it is literally sickening !

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 

approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 

hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 

project. I have serious concerns about this Project:

• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 

than the current built structures.
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• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 

plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 

dangerous precedent.

• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 

from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 

condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.

• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 

Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 

and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 

area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 

traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 

accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 

be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 

neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.

• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 

Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 

Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 

neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Frank DeFurio, a long-time Venice resident



From: Jennifer Lisowski <jrlisowski@icloud.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 5:05:40 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

As a resident with a home just 6 blocks away, I was alarmed to learn that the 
City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a 
roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd 
in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project. I have serious 
concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely, 
Jennifer Lisowski
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Sent from my iPhone



From: Annette Fallon <fallons@earthlink.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-43 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 8:41:53 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
We are dismayed that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved 
the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment hotel" on 
Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice.
We urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

1. Project is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.

2. Project ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum development over 3 contiguous lots, creating a 
dangerous precedent.

3. It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school and would significantly increase the traffic on 
already-busy Abbot Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon 
periods when children and families are walking to and from school.

4. The lack of an ample hotel loading area will force trucks to park in the middle 
of Abbot Kinney, creating unsafe conditions in crosswalks.

5. On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive and unreliable in salt air 
confitions automated parking system accessed from a substandard roadway- 
Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up into the neighborhood, 
or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets that are already impacted 
by existing businesses in Abbott Kinney without sufficient parking.

6. Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away
directly across from an elementary school. The neighborhood already has an
excessive amount of liquor licenses.
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7. Open space is a roof top deck that will be occupied 19 out of 24 hours, open 
late at night creating noise that will negatively impact the surrounding residential 
neighborhoods.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. There is no lack of hotel rooms in the area. Please vote to deny 
this project that is so incompatible with our neighborhood.

Helen and Bert Fallon 
Venice



From: John Lisowski <jlisowski@mac.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 5:12:03 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I have lived in my home in Venice for 25 years, and I was alarmed to learn that 
the City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a 
roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd 
in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project. I have serious 
concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: ADAM DAVIDSON <davidsonadam@me.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 10:19:14 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 13, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel 
of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice.

I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project. They don’t build anything like 
this on Montana Ave.!

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site: for our kids, for our families
and for this neighborhood. Please reject this harmful project.
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Sincerely,
Adam Davidson,

20 year Venice Resident

938 Superba Ave. 
Venice, CA. 90291



From: Stephanie Serra <itslilsteph@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 11:43:46 PM PDT
To: councilmember.bonin@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

---------- Forwarded message----------
From: Stephanie Serra <itslilsteph@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Jul 12, 2020 at 11:37 PM
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
To: <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, <+Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
<+Jason.P.Douglas@lacitv.org>, <+Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
<+superintendent@lausd.net>, <+radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
<+preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners or to whom it may concern:

As a longtime Venice resident, and lifelong westsider, I am very upset to see the 
City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of this 
massive, out of place, 78-room monstrosity on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I 
urge you to please reconsider what this development will do to our neighborhood 
and I ask that you oppose the "Venice Place" project for a multitude of reasons.

Our neighborhood already sees its fair share of tourists, and while they are 
always welcome, one of the things that makes Venice what it is, is the blending 
and mingling of the rich, the poor, the artists, the business people, the locals, and 
the tourists. Our small local hotels and Airbnbs do a perfect job of mixing our 
residents and visitors alike, walking on the same streets and visiting the same 
local spots. This massive hotel, on the other hand, would be grossly out of place 
in our quaint neighborhood. Even the biggest of our houses still seem to blend 
with the smaller landscape. The "Venice Place" project would do no such thing 
and would be an eyesore in our neighborhood.

This development intends to lump 8 lots together, which goes against the current 
coastal land use plan that allows three at maximum. Allowing this development 
would set a precedent that would not be stopped. Soon our little Venice will 
become just as commercialized as Santa Monica, and the charm of the Venice 
we know and love will be lost amongst the big hotels and other buildings that
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come to occupy the neighborhood should this plan be allowed to go through.

While Abbot Kinney is a very popular shopping destination for visitors from all 
around the world, the location of this proposed building would make this small 
two lane street even crazier with car, bicycle, and pedestrian traffic and could 
lead to very unsafe congestion. Not to mention the proposed development is 
directly across the street from an elementary school.

The location and neighborhood in general, do not allow for commercial truck 
loading or large amounts of parking, and this could backup so much of the 
neighborhood, once again endangering the cyclists and walkers in the area.

Lastly, allowing for the creation of a space selling alcohol in such close vicinity 
to many homeless and elementary school children, not to mention neighboring 
families, seems incredibly irresponsible and negligent. Venice and the area 
around Abbot Kinney in general is a small neighborhood with a close-knit 
community.

Please reconsider what irreparable damage the "Venice Place" development 
would do to our neighborhood and our community alike. As the history and 
culture of Venice is constantly erased, please don't contribute more so.

I urge you to ask yourself if you would want a 78 room hotel built on the very 
street you live on. If your answer is no, I ask that you proceed with honesty and 
integrity and think of all the residents who will be greatly affected by this.

Sincerely, 
Stephanie Serra



From: Alice Marie Stek <stek@usc.edu>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 12:50:24 AM PDT
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, Mike Bonin 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" 
<Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org>, "superintendent@lausd.net" 
<superintendent@lausd.net>, "Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" 
<Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, "radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" 
<radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>
Cc: "preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

You have an important role to play in stopping the ongoing destruction of the 
community of Venice.

When I bought my house and moved to Venice 23 years ago, I was delighted to 
become part of a vibrant diverse community with an almost 100-year history. 
Venice was unique; it was a center of culture and talent, with economic and 
racial diversity not found elsewhere at the coast, neighborhoods with history and 
smaller homes and commercial buildings, and cafes, restaurants, shops, 
community centers and parks where Venetians gathered.
In recent years, our unique Venice community is being destroyed and being 
replaced by transient tourists, wealthy, mostly white newcomers and out of scale 
development. Abbot Kinney Blvd is an illustration of this decline. There is very 
little left of what was once a center of the community. We need to reclaim Abbot 
Kinney Blvd for the local residents. Venetians don't want hotels or other huge 
commercial buildings here. Tourism adversely affects our quality of life with 
increased traffic, noise and air pollution and crime. We need projects and 
businesses that serve the community.

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice.
I urge you to oppose this "Venice Place" project. I have serious concerns about 
this project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across
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from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. The 
adverse impact on the neighborhood and the elementary school across the street 
are clear.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our neighborhoods, 
families and children.
Please prioritize the needs of the people of Venice over the interests of those 
hoping to profit from our community and do the right thing. Please reject this 
harmful project.

Alice Stek, MD



From: Marielle <mariellestobie@gmail.com>
Subject: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- (CUB)(CU) 
(CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI) 1011 Electric Avenue & 1021-1051 S. Abbot 
Kinney Boulevard.
Date: July 13, 2020 at 12:52:26 AM PDT 
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"juliet.oh@lacity.org" <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org" 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "nick.melvoin@lausd.net" 
<nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, "preservingvenice@gmail.com" 
<preservingvenice@gmail.com>, "radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" 
<radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, "superintendent@lausd.net" 
<superintendent@lausd.net>

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in regard to the proposed development of the Venice Place Hotel 
Project. If a mass development of this nature is allowed to move forward, how 
do you imagine local residents will feel about the increase in outsiders who do 
not care for the neighborhood as their own- getting drunk on vacation, pissing in 
alleys, creating far more traffic than we already struggle with on our narrow 
streets or ease of access for the massive vendor trucks required to stock a hotel 
of that size?
What about the kids walking to and from school nearby?

Or what message it would send if the counsel supported a monopolized 8-lot 
development in an area that is famous and loved for being curated and 
neighborhood-centered? Or the lots that would no longer be available to multiple 
businesses but only future mass developments?

If you allow this to move forward it will be a huge mistake for the community as 
it will threaten the very things which makes it unique.

Let’s clean up Venice and rebuild it together, not sell it on the auction block.

Sincerely,

Marielle Stobie 
District 50
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cell 206.409.0654 
worksbymarielle.com

http://worksbymarielle.com/


From: lies <boaconstruction2@ca.rr.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 9:13:41 AM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
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From: Hubert Hodgin <hubert.mail@verizon.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 8:02:40 AM PDT 
Cc: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
As an Oakwood resident for 28 years, I am truly shaking my head in disbelief 
that this apartment hotel may be going into the proposed location. Goodness 
gracious, the scale of this project is simply massive and is in no way compatible 
with the surrounding neighborhood. The homes, and businesses, surrounding 
this proposed elephant are mostly single story, with some two story structures as 
well. The 30 foot tall height "limit" placed on the project will still overwhelm 
the adjoining community.
Traffic on Abbot Kinney is already a nightmare during several periods of each 
day. The bumper to bumper congestion leads many drivers to side streets in an 
effort to bypass this slogging route. Electric Avenue is a challenge in the best of 
times. It is so narrow that with cars parked on both sides of the street, 
negotiating an oncoming vehicle is a chore. God forbid you encounter a truck or 
even a SUV, the dance to get past each other is tricky at a minimum. And when 
you throw in the project's woefully lacking commercial loading area, the 
surrounding streets appear to be in for a tougher time.
And I see the project's backers have given their valet area the chipper, nostalgic 
name of "Motorcourt on Electric." Good grief. A mechanically operated, below 
ground level parking garage will be anything but speedy and efficient. The 175 
parking spaces seem hardly enough for 78 hotel rooms, 4 apartments along with 
all the employees and patrons of the various restaurants, cafes, business and 
office entities. Yes, I get it, some people will be riding bikes and some will walk 
in. But probably not the hotel guests or their visitors. Nor, I suppose, will those 
folks who are stopping by for take away alcohol purchases be biking on over.
The added influx of attendees to special events are another complication to 
parking. Our neighborhood will be absorbing the overflow as well as those who 
don't want to deal with the hassle or cost of the valet. Parking here is already a 
daily disaster, this project will add insult to injury for us residents.
The potential impact on Westminster Elementary deserves its own discussion. 
The added traffic, noise and other activity related to what the developers see as a 
bustling commercial tract hardly seem compatible with an elementary school 
directly across the street. My word, alcohol will be for sale before the kids get to 
school in the morning and will continue long after they leave for the day. I'm 
sure the developers are excited about their vision, but this may have been the
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absolute worst place in Venice to try to make their dream come true. 
1 respectfully ask that this project be rejected.
Thank you,

Hubert Hodgin 
Venice, CA

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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From: donnadeitch <donnadeitch@earthlink.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 9:42:05 AM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I am concerned, actually frightened to l learn that the City of Los Angeles 
Planning Department approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 
78-room "apartment hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to 
oppose the "Venice Place" project. It will literally make our street, Abbott 
Kinney unliveable for children and adults.
• -First of al it doesn’t fit the neighborhood. It would occupy 5 times more of the 
land than the buildings there already.
• -It connects an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please do not allow this harmful project to go forward.,

Thank you

Donna Deitch 
111 Park Place
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Venice, California 90291 
310 399-0013 Tel

WWW.DONNADEITCH.COM
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From: Rachel Mullennix <rkmahon@aol.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 6:08:13 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 13, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel 
of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you 
to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
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Rachel Mullennix

Venice Resident



From: CARLA LUPITA ROWLEY <rowleycarla@ucla.edu>
Subject: I, Carla, OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 
2012-3354-(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 11:03:37 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 13, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel 
of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge 
you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,

mailto:rowleycarla@ucla.edu
mailto:apcwestla@lacity.org
mailto:mike.bonin@lacity.org
mailto:juliet.oh@lacity.org
mailto:theodore.irving@lacity.org
mailto:jason.p.douglas@lacity.org
mailto:nick.melvoin@lausd.net
mailto:austin.beutner@lausd.net
mailto:preservingvenice@gmail.com


Carla Lupita Rowley 
Venice Resident



From; "Ariela J. Gross" <agross@law.usc.edu>
Subject: OPPOSE; Venice Place Hotel Project; CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 9:12:06 AM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I have been a resident of Venice for 25 years, 23 of them as a homeowner in the 
neighborhood behind Abbot Kinney. I am shocked to learn that the City of Los 
Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a huge hotel on 
Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, hlling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
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• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely yours,

Ariela Gross

Ariela Gross I USC Gould School of Law
John B. and Alice R. Sharp Professor of Law and History
Co-Director, Center for Law, History, and Culture
University of Southern California I 699 Exposition Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 
90089-0071
Tel: 213-740-4793 I Fax: 213-740-5502 I agross@law.usc.edu I https:// 
gould.usc.edu/

USCGould
*School of Law

tel:2137404793
mailto:agross@law.usc.edu
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https://gould.usc.edu/
https://gould.usc.edu/
https://twitter.com/arielagross?lang=en


From: Evan Calford <ebcalford@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)
Date: July 13, 2020 at 11:14:01 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

June 16, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
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Evan B Calford 
Venice Resident]



From: Michael Shaw <michaelshaw_sar@yahoo.com>
Subject: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- (CUB)(CU) 
(CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI) 1011 Electric Avenue & 1021-1051 S. Abbot 
Kinney Boulevard
Date: July 13, 2020 at 9:51:06 AM PDT
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "juliet.oh@lacity.org" <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"austin.beutner@lausd.net" <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>
Reply-To: Michael Shaw <michaelshaw_sar@yahoo.com>

Dear City Representative,

I am a former resident of Venice (early 2000s- was in Lincoln Place, and left 
because of AIMCO's use of Ellis Act) and current resident of Del Rey. Thank 
you for taking the time to read about the Venice Place Hotel project, and my 
(and many others') opposition to it:

1. Project too big for Oakwood Neighborhood and for Venice

I am concerned about the mass, scale and character of this Project and its impact 

on the character of our neighborhood. Our land use plans require that new 

development be com- patible with the surrounding neighborhood. We 

understand the site currently contains 12,560 square feet of existing 

development. The project will consist of a 70,310 square- foot development, 

more than five times the mass of the original development. Here, the Project 

consists of three new three-story massive building blocks and one new two-story 

building which are interconnected with structural bridges. It is not compatible 

with the surrounding community of low-slung homes on small lots. From 

Electric Ave., the side that faces the residential community of Oakwood, the 

Project presents a solid three-story, block long wall significantly out of character
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with the single and two-story residential community that the back of the hotel 

faces.

2. Intrusion and

takeover of

Oakwood

I am concerned about the impact on the economic and cultural diversity of the 

commu- nity of Oakwood which it borders. The Oakwood neighborhood is one 

of the most cultur- ally, racially and economically diverse neighborhoods in the 

California coastal zone. There has always been a struggle to find the balance 

between commercial and residential interests in Venice. This project tips the 

balance towards big money commercial interests and leaves the residents of 

Oakwood, once again, on the short end of the stick.

3. Increased traffic

I am concerned about the increased traffic that will result from a Project that 

introduces an Apartment Hotel of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments, nearly 3,000 

square feet of retail and over 2,000 square feet of office space. The traffic in this 

area is already horrific. Don’t accept the traffic study from 2016 that the 

developer used in his Environmental Im- pact Report. Traffic conditions have 

changed greatly in the past four years, not only due to Venice’s growing 

popularity, but also to the current build-out of Marina del Rey and the north- 

south traffic it has generated, which will continue to grow.

4. A Parking Disaster for Oakwood and All Adjacent 

Neighborhoods

The parking for the hotel and restaurants is insufficient, not to mention for 

special and private event parking, which are not even addressed by the 

developer. The onsite parking is a mechanical system that is all valet assisted. 

Neighborhood streets will be impacted by patrons lined up to enter the valet



court on Electric Avenue, an already narrow street. There will be no self

parking, so many patrons will avoid the cost and inconvenience of the valet 

system and park in the Oakwood neighborhood, crowding out residents. Since 

permit parking is not allowed in this area, much of the hotel parking will be paid 

for by inconvenience to neighbors.

5. Negative Impacts on 

Westminster School

I am concerned about the impact that the Project will have on Westminster 

Elementary School. The Environmental Impact Report seems to focus on the 

construction noise and impacts, but not on the operational impacts of the Project 

such as the outdoor sale of al- cohol on the premises, increased traffic, 

unmitigated noise impacts from the open space nature of the project, the outdoor 

swimming pool & deck directly across from and tower- ing over the school, and 

general noise generation from hotel/retail spaces. There will be significantly 

increased alcohol sales at the Project, 7 A.M. - 1 A.M. Alcohol, hotel rooms, and 

strangers adjacent to a school do not mix well.

Abbot Kinney Blvd. is a main thoroughfare with a traffic flow of up to 10,000 

vehicles a day. Traffic is especially heavy from 7:30 am - 8 am and 2:30 pm - 6 

pm, just when chil- dren are arriving and departing to and from the school 

campus. The project is estimated to generate at least 688 more car trips per day 

on this already gridlocked street! The spe- cific traffic impact of the project, per 

the Mitigated Negative Declaration, is increased by 545%, creating dangerous 

conditions for children and their parents walking to and from school, crossing 

Abbot Kinney Blvd., Electric Ave., Westminster Ave. and Broadway. This 

major increase in traffic will endanger children, adult pedestrians and bike riders, 

alike.

6. Truck madness



The small commercial loading area is completely inadequate to the needs of the 

vendor- intensive businesses onsite. While technically legal, it will force many 

vendors to choose between blocking the sidewalk on Broadway or parking in the 

middle of Abbot Kinney. Either way creates a dangerous situation for school 

kids. Blocking the sidewalk pushes kids out into the street. Unloading in the 

middle of Abbot Kinney creates a large blind spot for other drivers and for kids 

crossing to and from the school at an intersection al- ready listed by LAUSD as 

one of the most dangerous in the entire school district.

Limitations on delivery hours are unenforceable, and the project owner’s 

promise to con- solidate all deliveries to the hotel and independent businesses 

onsite is a fantasy. The ad- dition of a market and more restaurant space, along 

with the apartment hotel itself, will greatly increase deliveries, but there will be 

no longer be a parking lot in the back to han- dle them. This will mean more 

street congestion and more obstacles for drivers and pe- destrians, including 

school children.

7. Sale of Liquor

The Project wants approval for liquor consumption on site and the sale of liquor 

for offsite from 7 AM to 1 AM across the street from an elementary school 

where children are present from 7:30 AM to 6 PM. Expanding an alcohol permit 

to many times its origi- nal use, and in multiple structures on multiple lots for all 

but six hours in the dead of night, and continuing to allow alcohol sales in hotel 

rooms 24/7 as well as at a market across from the school, does not show an 

intent to comply with the goal of responsible liquor licensing or protecting 

children’s safety. We don’t need more intoxicated people wandering around the 

neighborhood and where children are playing outside, right across the street 

from the site.

Please don’t give a Conditional Use Alcoholic Beverage Permit for an



apartment hotel within 500 ft. of a residential zone.

8. Apartment Hotel Within 50 Feet of a 

Residential Zone

This project is applying to be an “apartment hotel,” which by law is only 

allowed to rent rooms or suites for 30 days or more. Please make sure that 

restriction is absolutely clear in your decision letter. Please don’t give a 

Conditional Use Permit for an apartment hotel within 500 ft. of a residential 

zone on both sides. This one would only be 50 feet from the residences on 

Electric Ave. A 30 ft wall, a full block long, would face their single-story homes. 

The valet parking takes place on this side, meaning people full of drinks will be 

waiting for their cars late at night, and cars will be coming and going, yet the 

developer pretends there will be no noise problems - because he doesn’t live 

across the street.

9. Dangerous Precedent for 

Consolidating Lots

This would be by far the largest project in the Venice Coastal Zone. Please don’t 

let the developer tie eight lots together for a single project, which would set a 

dangerous prece- dent for future developments and which our Coastal plans 

protect against. When there is subterranean parking, only up to three commercial 

lots may be tied as per our Coastal Plans, unless the project conforms to the 

existing scale and character of the surrounding community, which this project 

very clearly does not; and further, that is only if the pro- ject is a mixed use 

project, which with only approximately 4% of the project being dwell-ing units 

this project very clearly is not.

Thank you again-



best regards,

Michael Shaw



From: "Garvey, Rick" <garvey@rand.org>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 9:52:14 AM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>
Cc: "Garvey, Rick" <garvey@rand.org>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

As a neighbor who attended all of the planning meetings at the neighborhood 
level years ago I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning 
Department approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room 
"apartment hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the 
"Venice Place" project. I have serious concerns about this Project:

• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent. There are other developers who are already trying to use 
this precedent for their massive projects in this residential neighborhood.

• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.

• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

• -The project intends to use the extremely narrow Electric Avenue for their 
deliveries which will further cause a bottle-neck for traffic in the neighborhood.

Please support our neighborhood residents and OPPOSE this out of scale project.
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Thank you for your attention,

Rick Garvey, 234 Horizon #5, Venice, CA 90291

This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and 
may contain information that is sensitive, proprietary, and/or privileged. 
Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If 
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply 
email and destroy all copies of the original message.



From: "MB. Boissonnault" <mbboissonnault@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 11:21:24 AM PDT
To: "preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: MB. Boissonnault <mbboissonnault@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Jul 13, 2020 at 11:21 AM
Subject: Re: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
To: mike.bonin@lacity.org <mike.bonin@lacity.org>

On Mon, Jul 13, 2020 at 11:12 AM MB. Boissonnault 
<mbboissonnault@gmail.com> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: MB. Boissonnault <mbboissonnault@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Jul 13, 2020 at 11:04 AM
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
To: <+Jason.P.Douglas@lacitv.org>, <+Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
<+Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, <+preservingvenice@gmail.com>, 
<+radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, <+superintendent@lausd.net>, 
<APCWestLA@lacity.org>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
As a 20+ year resident/ artist of Oakwood, I am alarmed to learn that the City of 
Los Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a roughly 
70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. 
I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project. I have serious concerns about 
this Project: • -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more 
of the land than the current built structures. • -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots 
together in an area where the coastal land use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. 
This egregious consolidation would become a dangerous precedent. • -It is 
directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across from a
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large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD. • -The project would drastically increase the 
traffic on already-busy Abbot Kinney, especially during the morning and late 
afternoon periods when children and families are walking to and from school. 
The lack of an ample hotel loading area would force trucks to park in the middle 
of Abbot Kinney, encouraging traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to- 
see crosswalks. • -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated 
parking system accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons 
waiting to park will be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons 
will park on neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking. • - 
Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project. Please consider the damage 
your personal decision will leave as a legacy. Now’s the time for rebuilding our 
existing community that’s been decimated by developers & corruption.
Thank you,

MB BOISSONAULT
310-721-0153
www.mbboissonnault.com

http://www.mbboissonnault.com/


From: mcsvox <mcsvox@verizon.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 10:59:39 AM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West LA Planning Commissioners,

I write in opposition to the project under consideration known as the Venice 
Place Hotel.

I have watched my neighborhood transform over the almost thirty years I've 
lived here on Vernon Avenue, a one minute walk from the proposed site of this 
massive private project, a project that ignores the physical and spatial limitations 
of the site, ignores the presence of school children, and ignores the many 
substantive concerns raised by the community and other advocates warning 
against the increased risks it poses to me, my neighbors, and the many thousands 
who visit Abbott Kinney. It shouldn't be built. It is much too big, And it's 
brazenly careless.

Residents of Oakwood are not strangers to development and what it does to 
neighborhoods, but the deleterious effects of this project will ripple out like 
nothing we've seen before.

I have watched long time residents and neighbors pushed out of their family 
homes, more than once in violation of the Mello Act, to make way for a 
development or an Airbnb.

I have watched the density and traffic and parking issues intensify with the 
explosion of Silicon Beach to the point where I actually alter my plans in 
consideration of how far from my house I'll likely have to park when I return and 
how impassible Abbott Kinney and Electric Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard, and 
now even 4th Street, will be. Many of my neighbors don't have that 
flexibility.

I have watched the numbers of people living on our streets swell and tent 
communities have become an accustomed and shameful sight in Venice, as in so 
many parts of Los Angeles.

And into this stew and in the midst of a global pandemic, this project, a 78 room
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luxury hotel, with all of the attendant support services and personnel, is 
proposed.

When we are on the other side of this pandemic, and who can say when that 
might be, what will the cost have been to tourism? Will Americans travel? Will 
foreign nationals travel to America? It's hard to foresee a situation wherein the 
Venice Place Hotel will be filling a need for accommodations in a booming 
tourism market anytime soon. With the numbers of rooms available in Venice, 
Marina Del Rey and our LA County neighbor to the north, Santa Monica, it is 
more likely to crowd the market when demand is dwindling and succeed only in 
further burdening existing local hoteliers.

Granting this proposal would be unwise at any time, but at this time it is 
nonsensical. What we don't know about the COVID-19 virus is almost 
everything, but among the things we do know is that it must cause us to rethink 
how and what we build, where we build and for whom. Pre-pandemic concerns 
have been exacerbated and new concerns have emerged. There is no reasonable 
argument for approving this project now.

It is also true that this is a controversial project, vigorously opposed by Oakwood 
residents and advocacy organizations, but in Los Angeles it's business interests 
and developers who tend to prevail. Ongoing FBI investigations have led to a 
guilty plea from one recent City Council member and the arrest of a sitting 
Council member, both on corruption charges. Appearances do matter. Many of 
us have been working with the City Council for some time to address the 
outsized influence developers wield over outcomes, but as yet the City Council 
has taken no meaningful action. Approval of such an unpopular project will 
further the perception that the city favors the desires of the monied over the 
needs of our communities and the people of Los Angeles, even in a time of 
unprecedented crisis.

I urge you to reject this project.

Sincerely,

Michele Sutter 
Venice CA 90291

Member, LACDP Central Committee 
AD 62

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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From: Gabriel Ruspini <gruspini@gabrielruspinidesign.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 11:33:39 AM PDT 
To: <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
<Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org>, <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
<superintendent@lausd.net>, <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
<preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
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-Gabriel Ruspini



From: Nicole Dieterichs <nicole@coldopen.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 11:54:39 AM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I can’t believe the City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved the 
construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment hotel" on 
Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

One idea is to develop it on Main Street in Santa Monica which could use some 
revitalization.

Concerns about the project.

• It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots!!! This egregious consolidation would become 
a dangerous precedent. Is this safe for our oceans?
• It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks. Has the 
developer thought about this?
• On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods.
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Sincerely.
Nicole Dieterichs

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any documents, files or 
previous e-mail messages attached hereto may contain privileged, confidential 
information. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for 
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
disclosure, copying, distribution or use of any of the information contained in or 
attached to this transmission is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you received this 
transmission in error, please immediately notify the sender, destroy the original 
transmission and its attachments without reading or saving in any manner.



From: Karen Brodkin <kBrodkin@anthro.ucla.edu>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 11:54:44 AM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
Aargh! I thought it was dead. But no, I just learned that it’s risen from the grave 
and that the LA Planning Department approved building this monster 78-room 
"apartment hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the 
"Venice Place” project for the the following reasons:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods.
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Please reject this harmful project and its dangerous consequences.

Karen Brodkin
803 Amoroso Pl
Venice



From: Analesse S <analesse.serna@yahoo.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 10:53:02 AM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for residents parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Thank you,

AS
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From: Leslie Rainer <LRainer@getty.edu>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 12:08:36 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.ne" <superintendent@lausd.ne>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is only a percentage of what will be needed.

There is nothing ok about this project, and I vehemently oppose it. As a long
time Venice resident, the development is rampant, but this is really too much.

Please DO NOT allow this project to proceed.
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With great concern, 
Leslie



From: LAURA HUBBER <lhubber@mac.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR.
Date: July 11, 2020 at 11:04:21 PM PDT
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Hello,

As a Venice resident who lives on Market St., just a few blocks from the 
proposed hotel, I strongly oppose the building of this hotel in this residential 
neighborhood, just across from our local elementary school.

This project is out of keeping with the neighborhood, threatens the cultural 
diversity of the Oakwood neighborhood, and would cause an unacceptable 
amount of traffic, as well as parking pressure on an already stressed 
neighborhood.

I implore you to stop this project.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Laura Hubber

Sent from iCloud
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From: Barbara Mesney <graymez@yahoo.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 12:27:52 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sent from my iPad
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From: SHOSHANA MALER <shoshana90291@aol.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 12:33:16 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com> 
Reply-To: SHOSHANA MALER <shoshana90291@aol.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners: I was alarmed to learn that the 
City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a 
roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd 
in Venice. I have lived in Venice over 43 years. I urge you to oppose the 
"Venice Place" project. I have serious concerns about this Project: • -It is vastly 
out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land than the 
current built structures. • -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area 
where the coastal land use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious 
consolidation would become a dangerous precedent. • -It is directly on a two- 
lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across from a large elementary 
school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition anywhere else 
within the LAUSD. • -The project would drastically increase the traffic on 
already-busy Abbot Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon 
periods when children and families are walking to and from school. The lack of 
an ample hotel loading area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot 
Kinney, encouraging traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see 
crosswalks. • -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated 
parking system accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons 
waiting to park will be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons 
will park on neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking. • - 
Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
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From: Scott Litt <scottw.litt@verizon.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 1, 2020 at 3:21:01 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com 
Cc: djsamuels@ca.rr.com

July 1, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment 
hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 
project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar condition 
anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed only 
on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up 
into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and
neighborhoods Please reject this harmful project.
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As a long time resident of this neighborhood, I don’t feel that it can sustain this 
type of project. I believe resources are already stretched too thin in this area. The 
homelessness is a serious issue here. Please reconsider this project!

Sincerely, 
Scott Litt

Venice Resident



From: Stacy Fong <stacy@q-la.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 1:19:40 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

I am a long time resident and owner of multiple properties in Venice. Unless 
Mike Bonin begins to take a more serious look at what is going on in Venice, 
and the impact his adgenda is pushing on its residents and the overall quality of 
life (including, but not limited to, traffic congestion, homeless population, 
mental illness issues, housing density), there will be no turning back on the 
grave mistakes already being made.

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice
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Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Stacy Fong 
Q-LA
1144 11th Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90403 
(310) 383-9932

stacy@Q-LA.net

mailto:stacy@Q-LA.net


From: Jeff Gafner <jeffrey.gafner@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 1:33:20 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, superintendent@lausd.net, 
radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
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From: Francine Lucey <francine.lucey@verizon.net>
Subject: Venice Place Hotel Project
Date: July 8, 2020 at 5:03:37 PM PDT
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
Austin.Beautner@lausd.net, PreservingVenice@gmail.com, Thanks 
<robertd.lucey@verizon.net>

Re: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354 (CUB) (CU) (CDP) 
(SPR) (SPP) (MEL) (WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR

I am opposed to this project as it is too close to a neighborhood of families. Our 
sweet town of Venice is being ruined already by Bonin’s homeless. Please do 
not let it get worse.

Thank you,

Francine Lucey
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From: Michael Angelo Stuno <michaelangelostuno@me.com> 
Subject: Hotel
Date: July 27, 2020 at 2:44:17 PM PDT 
To: preservingvenice@gmail.com

I am OPPOSED to the proposed hotel. I am a long time Venice homeowner who 
supports growth, but this hotel is a giant mistake and wrong wrong wrong for my 
residential neighborhood.
Please keep me informed.

Thank you,
Michael Angelo Stuno

MICHAEL ANGELO STUNO (design) / 618 WESTMINSTER AVENUE #1 
/ VENICE CA 90291 / TEL: 310-663-4482 / michaelangelostuno@me.com
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From: Ruth Garibay <ruth.e.garibay@gmail.com>
Subject: I oppose the Venice Place Hotel Project #ZA 2012-3354-(CUB)(CU)
(CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR
Date: July 15, 2020 at 9:59:38 AM PDT
To: Mike.Bonin@lacity.org, Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org,
preservingvenice@gmail.com, superintendent@lausd.net,
radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net

To Whom It May Concern,
It is very disturbing to me that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in my home of Venice Beach. You must oppose 
the "Venice Place" project.

There are many concerns about this project, including, but not limited to:
• It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the currently built structures.
• It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land-use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I have never even heard of a city allowing a 
massive hotel to be built across the street from a school! Think about the 
potential impact this would have on children.
• The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• Alcohol would be sold from 7 a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please, DO THE RIGHT THING and reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
Venice Resident Ruth Garibay
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From: Ravi <qfg@yahoo.com>
Subject: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- (CUB)(CU) 
(CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI) 1011 Electric Avenue & 1021-1051 S. Abbot 
Kinney Boulevard
Date: July 13, 2020 at 1:39:41 PM PDT
To: "apcwestla@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "juliet.oh@lacity.org" <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
"jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"nick.melvoin@lausd.net" <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Hello,

My name is Ravi and I have lived in Venice for 5 years and am a property owner 
and a parent. I am concerned with the following points, especially since a hotel 
would negatively impact children and families all over the neighborhood.

Thank you!

-Ravi

1. Project too big for Oakwood Neighborhood and for Venice 
I am concerned about the mass, scale and character of this Project and its impact 
on the
character of our neighborhood. Our land use plans require that new development 
be compatible
with the surrounding neighborhood. We understand the site currently contains 
12,560 square feet of existing development. The project will consist of a 70,310 
squarefoot
development, more than five times the mass of the original development. Here,
the
Project consists of three new three-story massive building blocks and one new 
two-story
building which are interconnected with structural bridges. It plans to demolish 
three small
bungalows on Westminister Ave. that even the city recognized as important to 
the historic
district of Abbot Kinney Blvd. It is not compatible with the surrounding
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community
of low-slung homes on small lots nor the mostly one-story brick commercial 
buildings
On Abbot Kinney Blvd. From Electric Ave., the side that faces the residential 
community
of Oakwood, the Project presents a solid three-story, block long wall 
significantly out of
character with the single and two-story residential community that the back of
the hotel
faces.

2. Intrusion and takeover of Oakwood
I am concerned about the impact on the economic and cultural diversity of the 
community
of Oakwood which it borders. The Oakwood neighborhood is one of the most 
culturally,
racially and economically diverse neighborhoods in the California coastal zone. 
There has always been a struggle to find the balance between commercial and 
residential
interests in Venice. This project tips the balance towards big money commercial 
interests
and leaves the residents of Oakwood, once again, on the short end of the stick.

3. Increased traffic
I am concerned about the increased traffic that will result from a Project that 
introduces
an Apartment Hotel of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments, nearly 3,000 square 
feet of retail
and over 2,000 square feet of office space. The traffic in this area is already 
horrific.
Don’t accept the traffic study from 2016 that the developer used in his 
Environmental Impact
Report. Traffic conditions have changed greatly in the past four years, not only 
due
to Venice’s growing popularity, but also to the current build-out of Marina del 
Rey and
the north-south traffic it has generated, which will continue to grow.

4. A Parking Disaster for Oakwood and All Adjacent Neighborhoods 
The parking for the hotel and restaurants is insufficient, not to mention for



special and
private event parking, which are not even addressed by the developer. The onsite 
parking
is a mechanical system that is all valet assisted. Neighborhood streets will be 
impacted by
patrons lined up to enter the valet court on Electric Avenue, an already narrow 
street.
There will be no self-parking, so many patrons will avoid the cost and 
inconvenience of
the valet system and park in the Oakwood neighborhood, crowding out residents. 
Since
permit parking is not allowed in this area, much of the hotel parking will be paid 
for by
inconvenience to neighbors.

5. Negative Impacts on Westminster School
I am concerned about the impact that the Project will have on Westminster 
Elementary
School. The Environmental Impact Report seems to focus on the construction 
noise and
impacts, but not on the operational impacts of the Project such as the outdoor 
sale and
availability of alcohol on the premises, increased traffic, unmitigated noise 
impacts from
the open space nature of the project, the outdoor swimming pool & deck directly 
across
from and towering over the school, and general noise generation from the large 
open
space and the hotel/retail spaces. There will be significantly increased alcohol 
sales at the
Project, 7 A.M. - 1 A.M as well continuous availability in hotel guest rooms. 
Alcohol,
hotel rooms, and strangers adjacent to a school do not mix well.
Abbot Kinney Blvd. is a main thoroughfare with a traffic flow of up to 10,000 
vehicles a
day. Traffic is especially heavy from 7:30 am - 8 am and 2:30 pm - 6 pm, just 
when children
are arriving and departing to and from the school campus. The project is 
estimated
to generate at least 688 more car trips per day on this already gridlocked street!



The specific
traffic impact of the project, per the Mitigated Negative Declaration, is increased
by
545%, creating dangerous conditions for children and their parents walking to 
and from
school, crossing Abbot Kinney Blvd., Electric Ave., Westminster Ave. and 
Broadway.
This major increase in traffic will endanger children, adult pedestrians and bike
riders,
alike.

6. Truck madness
The small commercial loading area is completely inadequate to the needs of the 
vendorintensive
businesses onsite. While technically legal, it will force many vendors to choose 
between blocking the sidewalk on Broadway or parking in the middle of Abbot 
Kinney.
Either way creates a dangerous situation for school kids. Blocking the sidewalk 
pushes
kids out into the street. Unloading in the middle of Abbot Kinney creates a large 
blind
spot for other drivers and for kids crossing to and from the school at an 
intersection already
listed by LAUSD as one of the most dangerous in the entire school district. 
Limitations on delivery hours are unenforceable, and the project owner’s 
promise to consolidate
all deliveries to the hotel and independent businesses onsite is a fantasy. The 
addition
of a market and more restaurant space, along with the apartment hotel itself, will 
greatly increase deliveries, but there will be no longer be a parking lot in the 
back to handle
them. This will mean more street congestion and more obstacles for drivers and 
pedestrians,
including school children.

7. Sale of Liquor
The Project wants approval for liquor consumption on site and the sale of liquor
for
offsite from 7 AM to 1 AM across the street from an elementary school where
children



are present from 7:30 AM to 6 PM. Expanding an alcohol permit to many times 
its original
use, and in multiple structures on multiple lots for all but six hours in the dead of 
night, and continuing to allow alcohol sales in hotel rooms 24/7 as well as at a 
market
across from the school, does not show an intent to comply with the goal of 
responsible
liquor licensing or protecting children’s safety. We don’t need more intoxicated 
people
wandering around the neighborhood and where children are playing outside,
right across
the street from the site.
Please don’t give a Conditional Use Alcoholic Beverage Permit for an apartment 
hotel
within 500 ft. of a residential zone.

8. Apartment Hotel Within 50 Feet of a Residential Zone
This project is applying to be an “apartment hotel,” which by law is only
allowed to rent
rooms or suites for 30 days or more. Please make sure that restriction is 
absolutely clear
in your decision letter. Please don’t give a Conditional Use Permit for an 
apartment hotel
within 500 ft. of a residential zone on both sides. This one would only be 50 feet 
from the
residences on Electric Ave. A 30 ft wall, a full block long, would face their 
single-story
homes. The valet parking takes place on this side, meaning people full of drinks 
will be
waiting for their cars late at night, and cars will be coming and going, yet the 
developer
pretends there will be no noise problems - because he doesn’t live across the 
street.

9. Dangerous Precedent for Consolidating Lots
This would be by far the largest project in the Venice Coastal Zone. Please don’t 
let the
developer tie eight lots together for a single project, which would set a 
dangerous precedent
for future developments and which our Coastal plans protect against. When there



is
subterranean parking, only up to three commercial lots may be tied as per our 
Coastal
Plans, unless the project conforms to the existing scale and character of the 
surrounding
community, which this project very clearly does not; and further, that is only if 
the project
is a mixed use project, which with only approximately 4% of the project being 
dwelling
units this project very clearly is not.



From: Robina Mapstone <mapstone@me.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 1:40:47 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I lived in Venice for 45 years and understood that over time it would grow and 
gentrify. However the Venice Place Hotel Project, an oversized plan for a much 
too small location, will destroy this busy, important, highly populated by 
children (our voters of tomorrow), parents, residents, visitors, schools and 
commerce area of Venice.

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice and I have serious concerns about this 
Project:

• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of 
the land than the current built structures.

• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal 
land use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous

• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial 
street across from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is 
a similar condition anywhere

• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy 
Abbot Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when 
children and families are walking 
ample hotel loading area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot 
Kinney, encouraging traffic to swerve, possibly into already-

hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking 

system accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to 
park will be backed up into
will park on neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.

• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

precedent.

else within the LAUSD.

to and from school. The lack of an

the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons
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"Venice Place" is the wrong 
families and neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

project for this site and for our kids,

I urge you to oppose "Venice Place” an over-sized project in a too-small 
location.

Sincerely,

Robina Mapstone 
mapstone@mac.com

mailto:mapstone@mac.com


From: "portugal818@yahoo.com" <portugal818@yahoo.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 1:50:09 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners
Let me add my name to the many Venice citizens who oppose the construction 
of this impractical dangerous and unnecessary hotel in our community. It is 
assuredly not in the best interests of Venice, economically, or in maintaining the 
delicate balance which we need to maintain to protect Venice from even more 
unfettered, questionable and messy development going on all over LA. 
Therefore, i concur with the following:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project: • -It is vastly out-of-scale for 
the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land than the current built 
structures. • -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal 
land use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent. • -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median 
lane) busy commercial street across from a large elementary school. I find it hard 
to believe that there is a similar condition anywhere else within the LAUSD. • - 
The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot Kinney, 
especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children and 
families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading area 
would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging traffic to 
swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks. • -On-site parking is valet 
only via a slow, expensive automated parking system accessed only on the 
already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed up into the 
neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets already 
strapped for resident parking. • -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both 
on-site and for take-away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a 
poisonous cocktail. "Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our 
kids, families and neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
Thanks
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Patricia Portugal



From: maria tortu <mtortu@me.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 2:26:16 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely- 
Maria Tortu
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From: M Tortu / S Porch <por2@icloud.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 2:27:22 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Regards, 
Steven Porch
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From: Mary Hruska <busdisora@aol.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 2:34:01 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, 
jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Mary Hruska

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Sue A Kaplan <sueakaplan@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 4:20:13 PM PDT
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike Bonin <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, Citizens Preserving 
Venice <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

Dear Commissioners,
Wednesday you will be hearing a case so important to Venice in forming and 
preserving its character. This large Apartment-Hotel covers a whole city block 
hovering over the small modest homes in the neighborhood and even the 
buildings they are preserving.
We have gone over all this in all our correspondence, from the Appeal to the 
Staff Report and in between. We have supplied data, statistics and supported 
evidence as to why this Apartment-Hotel should be denied and the Appeal 
granted. This huge project will loom over Abbot Kinney Blvd and its 
surroundings, setting a dangerous precedent and prejudice the writing of the LCP 
by denying the public to shape the LCP. Projects like this change the landscape 
from which important land use issues are made.
The Developer focuses on the character of the commercial zone and only the 
structures with which he thinks he can make his case. He ignores or dismisses 
the small one-story structures (56%; several are residential) and the whole of the 
Oakwood community. He says the Appellant, Citizens Preserving Venice 
“focuses primarily on the neighboring residential uses. We do because the 
developer has turned his back on them, severing them from most of Venice in 
the Abbot Kinney area (the Lost Canal District is one). His project will endanger 
students, visitors and residents alike, it will change traffic patterns in Oakwood 
as delivery trucks use their small narrow streets for shortcuts, and it will forever 
change the quiet neighborhood with the constant noise and traffic at the Electric 
Avenue motor entrance.
It is particularly galling that his design turns it back on Oakwood presenting 
them with a sheer wall 30 feet in height and spanning the entire length of the 
hotel block. Where is the City’s commitment “to empower those who have been 
marginalized by planning practices of the past[?]” Here is a good place to start. I 
urge you to deny this project and GRANT THE APPEAL.
Sue Kaplan 
Venice resident
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Sue Kaplan
sueakaplan@gmail.com
http://argonautnews.com/history-in-the-making/
https://argonautnews.com/news-in-brief-62/
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From: "Eileen" <eileen@slpmanagement.com>
Subject: Opposition to Venice Place Hotel CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354-(CUB) 
(CU)(CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI) 1011 Electric Avenue & 1021-1051 S. 
Abbot Kinney Boulevard 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 3:06:02 PM PDT
To: <apcwestla@lacity.org>, <mike.bonin@lacity.org>, <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
<jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, <nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, 
<superintendent@lausd.net>, <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
<preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear Decision Makers:

I am a 40-year Venice homeowner, have raised my children here and am now 
helping to raise my grandchildren here. Several of my grandchildren are multi
racial, a fact I bring up only to defend against the criticism I expect to hear that 
the white, privileged old-timers are the only ones against this project. (To the 
contrary!) My grandchildren have attended Westminster elementary. I 
mentored children in reading at Broadway Elementary. I was an elected member 
of the Venice Neighborhood Council many years ago, and remain an active and 
caring member of the community.

The proposed Venice Place Hotel is out of scale with the neighborhood, and in 
violation of the Venice Specific Plan. Its massive scale, more than five times the 
original development, will demolish three small bungalows on Westminster 
Avenue, will present a 3-story block-long wall face to the residential community 
at the back of this project. It represents yet a further takeover of the Oakwood 
community, and will certainly further reduce the diversity there.

Have any of you driven on Electric Avenue? I do so often to avoid blockages on 
Abbot Kinney Blvd.. .and let’s not even talk about Lincoln. Electric only allows 
one car to easily get through, in one direction, as it is a narrow street with 
vehicles always parked on both sides of the street. When two vehicles pass one 
another, one of them is required to pull close to a parked car to allow the other to 
pass. (This situation would not be improved by making Electric a one-way street, 
as it would further negatively impact both Abbot Kinney and the adjacent 
neighborhoods because of the limited parking.) The prospect of putting a hotel 
at the proposed location, with hundreds of additional vehicles entering and 
exiting from Electric.from anywhere in this neighborhood is ridiculous, but 
Electric(?!?!) is absurd. The walled compound proposed for this project is 
completely antithetical to the spirit of our Venice community. The additional 
danger to the children at Westminster School and living in the neighborhood, 
created by the additional traffic, the nearly 24/7 alcohol, the valet drivers, and 
indeed by the very nature of this massive project, is unacceptable to Venice.
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This is not a compatible use with an elementary school directly across the street, 
and will create a danger to the children and their families. This project is 
estimated to generate at least 688 more car trips per day, and will create heavy 
traffic at the times when children are going to and from school. It will also be 
yet another alcohol-serving venue, but at a huge scale, in the neighborhood.

I have seen this referred to as a parking disaster, and believe that is a huge 
understatement. Because of our proximity to the beach, we are unable to 
successfully restrict parking, and that’s not really a good solution even if we did 
have that ability. Since the onsite parking is mechanical and valet-assisted, it is 
clear that most visitors will prefer to find parking in the Oakwood and 
surrounding neighborhoods, to the detriment of the residents.

Finally, this would set a dangerous precedent for future developments, as it is 
tieing together eight lots for a single project. Our Coastal plan is supposed to 
protect against this!

Please do not allow this project to go forward as proposed!

Cordially,

Eileen

Eileen Pollack Erickson 
1636 Crescent Place
Venice, CA 90291 
Cell: 310/749-5383 
Office: 310/305-3093, ext.1
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From; David Dayen <d_dayen@yahoo.com>
Subject: OPPOSE; Venice Place Hotel Project; CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR.
Date: July 13, 2020 at 3:13:19 PM PDT
To: Planning APCWestLA <apcwestla@lacity.org>, "mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>, "Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org" 
<Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org>, "NickMelvoin@lausd.net" 
<NickMelvoin@lausd.net>, "superintendent@lausd.net" 
<superintendent@lausd.net>, "radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" 
<radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>

Hello,
I am a Venice resident for 10 years. Almost since the time I got here, the 
residents of Venice have been attending meetings, writing letters, and generally 
fighting the establishment of a hotel on Abbot Kinney Blvd, across the street 
from Westminster Elementary School. The president of the West L.A. Area 
Planning Commission, Mr. Newhouse, was the President of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council when this project initiated.

The public has made their perspective known for close to a decade about the 
merits of this project. They have stood in opposition firmly time and again. Yet 
the developers have methodically sought official support, and are on the verge of 
receiving it.

Presumably members of the planning commission are representatives of the 
community they serve. The community has spent nearly 3,000 days making its 
opposition known. The project is outsized relative to the surrounding 
community, furthers the takeover of the racially and economically diverse 
Oakwood neighbhorhood by private developer interests, and carries intolerable 
impacts on local traffic, parking, noise, and future lot consolidation. What's 
more, it places a heavy loading zone and 18-hour-per-day liquor sales within 
steps of an elementary school.

I'm not really sure how much more clear Venice residents can make their 
opposition to this project. Democracy survives based on the trust that elected and 
appointed officials carry out the wishes of the community and operates in their
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interest. If you actually view your position in any way as representatives of this 
community you will oppose this project.

Sincerely, 
David Dayen 
Venice, CA



From: Brandon halverson <brandonhalverson23@hotmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 3:16:11 PM PDT 
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <APCWestLA@lacity.org>, 
"Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <Mike.Bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org>, 
"Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net" <Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net>, 
"superintendent@lausd.net" <superintendent@lausd.net>, 
"radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net" <radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

Venice is not New Orleans. Abbott Kinney is not the Vegas Strip. We do not 
need a hotel in this residential neighborhood. Hotels like this can be built at the 
beach or in Hollywood.

To Nick Mellvoin and LAUSD - As a parent of kids who have attended and still 
are attending the local LAUSD schools, I am personally offended that this 
project sits directly across from an elementary school that primarily serves local 
families of color who do not want to or can not send their children to to other 
private or magnet schools. Some of these families are currently experiencing 
unemployment, food shortages and homelessness. And we are going to allow a 
fancy, boutique hotel go up across the street. That's disgusting! We support our 
local schools and our children need to be respected in return!

To Mike Bonin and the City Of Los Angeles- Is this part of you safer streets 
program? Adding more traffic to a pedestrian shopping district? Tourists who 
don't understand that local residents walk and bike in beach communities and are 
oblivious to cross walks? I am already on high alert whenever I cross Abbot 
Kinney. Also, the scale of this project is completely to large for this part of our 
community. The extra traffic will compound an already exasperating problem.

There are too may reasons to list here as to why this project should be rejected. 
Please let the Venice community have a voice. Before we build hotels we should 
be housing residents who live currently on the streets!

Thanks,
Brandon Halverson 
Mar Vista/Venice
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I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.



From: Jea Pangea <pangeaultima.earth@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 7:25:18 PM PDT
To: mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, theodore.irving@lacity.org, 
jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West LA Area Planning Commissioners,

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 20sq-ft Apartment-Hotel on Abbot 
Kinney in Venice.

I urge you to oppose the Venice Place Hotel project. I have serious concerns 
about this project. It is vastly out of scale for the neighborhood and it would 
become a dangerous precedent.

I struggle to believe that you would allow this to be built across a large 
elementary school! The project would drastically increase traffic on the already 
busy street, especially in the morning and early afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. Not to speak of the prospect of 
alcohol being sold on the premises from 7am to 1am, both on site and for 
takeaway!! Why would you allow for drunken crowds to hang around so close to 
an elementary school??

Venice Place Hotel is the wrong project for this site, and dangerous for our kids, 
families, and neighborhood. Please reject this harmful and unnecessary project.

Sincerely,
Venice resident Pangea
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From: "Eberlearts@ca.rr.com" <EberleArts@ca.rr.com> 
Subject: Re: Sue Kaplan is forwarding an email to you 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 8:47:22 PM PDT 
To: Sue Kaplan <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Hi Sue,

Thanks for your response and the link you provided. Very useful information. I 
had already sent out a letter of my own (see below) by the time I received this. 
I’ve signed up for future emails and would like to volunteer my services as a 
graphic designer if there’s any way I can help. I’ve done print advertising for 
many years - you can check out my work at eberlearts.com.

I don’t see any info on your email about attending the Zoom meeting on 
Wednesday. Am I missing something?

Sorry to be so late to the party. I actually found out about this because the 
Venice Place Project sent me an email encouraging me to support them. Ironic,
eh?

Best,
L

Linda Eberle 
Eberlearts.com
310 729 4241

‘A goal is a dream with a deadline.’ 
distance runner

Alexi Pappas, Greek poet and long-

As a resident and homeowner in Venice for over 35 years, I’m writing today to 
express my strong opposition to this development especially the hotel, which is 
completely unnecessary and inappropriate for our neighborhood.

The Venice Place Project's vision of Abbot Kinney is a grotesque commercial 
behemoth that will destroy the existing scale and sense of community. Pushing 
the current businesses out will only exacerbate rising rental costs and its location 
near a school is problematic on so many levels starting with increased traffic. 
What? There’s no loading dock with access for delivery trucks? Oh well, they 
can just leave them running in the middle of Abbot Kinney or block traffic on 
the already-very-narrow Electric Avenue.
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We don’t need nor want this kind of expansion in our neighborhood. It’s just 
more chipping away of historic Venice for profit. Where’s the affordable 
housing that we DO need? Quit caving into the developers who make their 
money and get out, leaving the community holding the bag when economic 
times change. There’s no better example of this than Melrose Avenue which had 
it’s heyday in the 80’s and then watched as its financial fortunes shifted and the 
shine wore off.

I hope you will give the opposition to this project serious consideration because 
it will have long-term effects on residents like myself who moved to Venice 
because of it’s charm and history.

Thank you.

On Jul 13, 2020, at 2:13 PM, Sue Kaplan <preservingvenice@gmail.com> 
wrote:
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Speak Out on the Hotel 

Hi Linda,

Sue Kaplan thought you'd be interested in this: 

http://us3.forward-to-friend.com/forward/show?

u=712451e693e6315b4766d3143&id=f6a0d56013

Sue Kaplan also included this personal message to you:

Here is how to participate in the hearing on Wed. Thank you for joining 

us. Sue

Did you find the link interesting?

You can forward it on to your friends, too: 

http://us3.forward-to-friend.com/forward?

u=712451e693e6315b4766d3143&id=f6a0d56013

You can subscribe for more emails at:

http://citizenspreservingvenice.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?

u=712451e693e6315b4766d3143&id=501a130304

* Note: if any of the URLs above are not clickable, you can copy/paste 

them into your web browser.

https://us3.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http%3A%2F%2Fus3.forward-to-friend.com%2Fforward%2Fshow%3Fu%3D712451e693e6315b4766d3143%26id%3Df6a0d56013&h=9ce7e5c3a41c81b2c3a417f88a2281e37445925850cde2efde37bca89d150473&v=1&xid=274c60bacc&uid=120363226&pool=&subject=Sue+Kaplan+is+forwarding+an+email+to+you
https://us3.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http%3A%2F%2Fus3.forward-to-friend.com%2Fforward%2Fshow%3Fu%3D712451e693e6315b4766d3143%26id%3Df6a0d56013&h=9ce7e5c3a41c81b2c3a417f88a2281e37445925850cde2efde37bca89d150473&v=1&xid=274c60bacc&uid=120363226&pool=&subject=Sue+Kaplan+is+forwarding+an+email+to+you
https://us3.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http%3A%2F%2Fus3.forward-to-friend.com%2Fforward%3Fu%3D712451e693e6315b4766d3143%26id%3Df6a0d56013&h=78fc4902085ca24b9e752c07c23b8847c95acc33c1bfaee6a1eb2944b4e0368e&v=1&xid=274c60bacc&uid=120363226&pool=&subject=Sue+Kaplan+is+forwarding+an+email+to+you
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From: Susy Borlido <susyborlido@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI), ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 14, 2020 at 1:40:19 AM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
austin.beutner@lausd.net, nick.melvoin@lausd.net 
Cc: preservingvenice@gmail.com

July 13, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners, Councilmember Mike Bonin, 
City Planning, and LA Unified School District,

As a 20 year Venice resident and parent with 2 children enrolled to attend 
Westminster Elementary School on Abbot Kinney Blvd, I was alarmed to learn 
that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a 
roughly 70,000 square foot, an Apartment-Hotel of 78 guest rooms and 4 
apartments on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from a 
large elementary school aforementioned, Westminster Elementary School. I find 
it hard to believe that there is a similar condition anywhere else within the 
LAUSD. _
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalk.
• -Several school crossing guards have reported near misses with vehicles 
running through the crosswalk at Broadway and Abbot Kinney while the guard 
was guiding students and parents across Abbot Kinney.

Construction, Noise, and Air Pollution
• A construction project lasting at least 2 years would interrupt learning

and place the burden of project compliance on the principal and administrative
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staff to call the project manager every time there is a noise or pollution issue. Is 
that what we want the principal to be doing?

• During construction the Project will generate 300 truck trips per day, as 
well as air-polluting soil moving and idling trucks adding to air and noise 
pollution as well as traffic concerns.

• A Hotel of this size with an open space design will have a significant 
impact on the surrounding neighborhood area and, specifically, on 
Westminster Elementary School, with proposed motor court, outdoor bar/patio 
area, rooftop garden and deck, central courtyard and special events causing 
endless noisy distractions
In addition - THIS PROJECT VIOLATES THE MELLO ACT.

• The City’s HCID Affordable Units Determination and Mello Act 
Compliance Review Determination are erroneous.

• The City is allowing the applicant to evade the Mello Act requirement 
that either the conversion or demolition of any residential structure for purposes 
of a non-residential use which Unite Here Local 11, Keep Neighborhoods First, 
Citizens Preserving Venice Venice Place Mixed Use Apartment Hotel Project 
July 13, 2020 Page 3 is not “coastal dependent” shall not be authorized unless 
the local government has first determined that a residential use is no longer 
feasible in that location.

• A project for a 78-room short term stay/hotel use with four long-term 
residential units is not “coastal dependent,” and the City has not proven that the 
residential use (three existing RSO units) is no longer feasible. Also, the HCID 
letter determining that no affordable units existed at the property is erroneous as 
it did not provide for the fact that the three RSO units were illegally converted to 
a commercial use and as such the residential use prior to this illegal conversion 
(the current C of O remains for residential) should have been evaluated for 
affordability.

• The residential structures must not be demolished, and they must be 
returned to their legal use as RSO-protected units.
For these reasons and others laid out in our separate appeals, I hope you will 
seriously consider denying this project.

Thank you for your time.
Susy Borlido I Proud Venice Resident

Clubhouse Avenue, Venice 90291



From: Jed Pauker <jed@jed.net>
Subject: Fw: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 4:02:51 PM PDT
To: "preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>, 
"maryjackis@yahoo.com" <maryjackis@yahoo.com>

Whew!

-----Forwarded Message ------
From: Jed Pauker <jed@jed.net>
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org <apcwestla@lacity.org>; mike.bonin@lacity.org 
<mike.bonin@lacity.org>; Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org 
<jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>; Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net 
<nick.melvoin@lausd.net>; superintendent@lausd.net 
<superintendent@lausd.net>; radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net 
<radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net>
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020, 4:00:21 PM PDT
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I urge you to save energy and everyone's time by denying in toto the above- 
referenced project. Creativity abounds in our Venice community and throughout 
our fair city - known as the creative capital of the nation. Let's not ruin that by 
enabling a brute force commercial takeover of the city's essential coastal 
community.

I agree with the hordes of community members who will (and who won't) submit 
input emphasizing the project's panoply of destructive and harmful features - 
gaming the lot-tying regulations, overbuilt mass and scale, theft of light and air, 
liquor from dawn through half the night, moneyed travelers across the street 
from an elementary school, excess traffic caused by resource delivery routes, 
customer parking - essentially squeezing a mall in a tiny quirk of a neighborhood 
location.

Loss of character is just as damning. The project is significantly out of scale in
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footprint and scope. Understanding that just a handful of landlords own most of 
Abbot Kinney, and that the "Coolest street in America" scheme turned a rich 
local resource, filled with unparalleled diversity of offerings - including all styles 
of live music, monopolizing 70,000 SF with a single commercial venture 
destroys remaining community character and eliminates opportunities for 
diverse, emerging business in favor of mass-market commerce.

Please deny the project today and forever.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jed Pauker



From: Michael Angelo Stuno <michaelangelostuno@me.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 4:04:26 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners,

I am a 35 year resident/home owner in Venice. Although I support change and 
improvement in my neighborhood in the Oakwood section of Venice, I 
ADAMANTLY OPPOSE THE MISGUIDED HOTEL PROJECT.

I was definitely shocked to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning 
Department approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 SQ FT, 78 room 
hotel on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice.
I thought we, the overwhelming majority of residents, made our concerns clear 
years ago.

I urge you to please, for the sake of my neighborhood, oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

It is ridiculously out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.

I have a child who plays all around the neighborhood.
The lack of an ample hotel loading area would force trucks to park in the middle 
of Abbot Kinney, encouraging traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to- 
see crosswalks.

My narrow residential street, where my and my Tenant’s guests park, will be 
Overcrowded.

It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use plan 
allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.

This project would drastically increase the traffic on already busy Abbot Kinney, 
especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children and 
families are walking to and from school.
It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across
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from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.

On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.

Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods.

Please DO THE RIGHT THING AND REJECT/STOP THIS GREEDY, 
DAMAGING PROJECT!

Michael Angelo Stuno 
Jeff Pervorse 
Imonie Stuno-Pervorse

MICHAEL ANGELO STUNO/design 
618 WESTMINSTER AVE / APT 1
VENICE / CALIFORNIA / 90291 
310/663/4482

x-apple-data-detectors://2/0
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tel:310/663/4482


From: Kirby Shanklin <Kshanklin@earthlink.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 4:11:33 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

Greetings.
I spent a short evening at David Hertz' house several years ago when it was that 
year's location for the party the night before the Venice House and Garden tour. 
It was a short evening because the design of the house amplified the party noise 
to an unbelievable extent. A week or so later I went back to the house 
during the day to check my reaction. There were people swimming in the 
pool.. .which I could hear from over a block away. That experience, and the trite 
facade design of the planned hotel, convinces me that the property owners have 
hired exactly the wrong architect.

I’ve submitted letters before about the alcohol - Abbott Kinney needs more 
alcohol vending like a hole in the head. The hours 7am - 1am 
(18 HOURS) alone are ridiculous. That this includes service on the roof cooks 
it. I live in Oakwood, a few blocks from AK, in a concrete building.
Even that doesn’t deaden the noise of street level drinking. Plans for roof 
service are reprehensible, selfish, unreasonable, flat-out rude to the 
neighborhood.

Finally, the hotel is across the street from the school. Nope.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely
Kirby Shanklin
607 1/2 San Juan Avenue,
Venice, CA
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From: Steve Yeager <rsyla@me.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354-
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR
Date: July 14, 2020 at 10:54:02 AM PDT
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org,
Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net,
preservingvenice@gmail.com, Councilmember Mike Bonin
<councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>

July 14, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I have written several letters over the years opposing this project and here we are 
again. I understand the owner of these lots really wants this project to go ahead 
but I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project. Here are the main concerns 
I have:

• It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land 
use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.

• It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the 
land than the current built structures.

• It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street from 
a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.

• The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

• On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system accessed 
only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will be backed 
up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood 
streets already strapped for resident parking.

• Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.
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"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please listen to the community on this one instead of the 
developers. Please reject this project.

Sincerely,

Robert Steven Yeager 
29 Clubhouse Ave 
Venice, Ca 90291



From: Lindsey Klucik <lindsey@grlswirl.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 14, 2020 at 12:34:23 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I am a 10 year Venice resident and my family has been here since the 80s.

With the uprising of BLM and truths being unveiled - and knowing that 
gentrification is actually RACISM. STOP GENTRIFYING VENICE. No one 
wants this but money hungry people with initiatives to make the town a resort 
town. Please stop - you are killing the heart and sole of Venice. And not caring 
about the people that actually live here. There is so much more that could be 
done to support the communities that actually live here. And that starts by 
talking to long time residents and those who live and breathe the spirit of 
Venice.

Please see the reasons we have outlined below.

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will
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be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.

Thank you, 
Lindsey Klucik



From: Gary Pearl <garypearl@me.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 14, 2020 at 2:56:48 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com 
Cc: Gary Pearl <garypearl@me.com>

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners and County elected officials:

Let me start by saying as a 23 year owner and 36 year resident of Venice I am 
shocked by the continued aggressive actions by our elected officials and the city 
workers to change the very nature of this community. Not only have I been here 
to help and change the make up of Venice and make it safe and a place to live 
and visit, but now I am witnessing our government leaders work with developers 
with mutual personal gain it appears as their leading motive and to conspire to 
ruin what we have spent many years creating, a safe environment for visitors and 
residents. This latest effort between the median and now this hotel is beyond 
egregious and lacks the representation we deserve.

Going further, I have been harassed lately by gangs with guns because while you 
are apparently working to take Venice away from the people who made it safe 
and desirable, a Crips gang member showed up at my home and flashed his gun 
threatening my two year old. This is the dirty result of how you are approaching 
the Venice community and making it unsafe again. The police responded to a 
911 call 2 1/2 hours later to tell me that they no longer “intervene, they 
investigate” and would not even take a report until I showed some damage to my 
property. To top it all off, I got a speeding ticket driving back to my home to 
save my child and was told to tell it to the judge. I have to say all of this 
disgusts me and I can see the potential self gain motivations that all of you are 
displaying rather than representing the residents who elected you.

Now just one more bad apple example;

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I expect you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use
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plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.
We are experiencing the worst pandemic, homelessness, economic disaster and 
all of you and especially our elected officials seem only interested in personal 
gain. All of this is at the expense of human lives as I watch people dying on the 
street and crime increase several fold.

Do your jobs that we pay you for and elect you to do rather than looking toward 
your next or toward what I am deeply aways may be your own self interest.

With true disgust and hopeless hope you change your ways.

Gary Pearl



From: Susan Beckman <susanbeckman466@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 14, 2020 at 2:58:20 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sent from my iPad
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From: Lisa pratt <prattlmmj@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: Case no. ZA 2012-3354-CUB-
CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI; ENV-2016-4321-EIR
Date: July 14, 2020 at 7:26:00 AM PDT
To: mike.bonin@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org,
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beautner@lasusd.net,
preservingvenice@gmail.com

I understand that a hotel has been approved to be built near Abbott Kinney and 
Electric Ave. I’d like to voice my opposition.

Since I’m a business woman, I’d like to frame this business rationale for not 
building a hotel.

I moved here from the East Coast one year ago BECAUSE this area is eclectic 
and interesting. I have friends from around the world who would prefer to come 
to Venice vs. Santa Monica because they want to experience the unique 
neighborhood experience that Venice offers. The area is already deteriorating as 
citizens move out of homes and investors move in which makes Venice feel 
completely empty during 9 months out of the year. We don’t need more of that.

The pandemic has shown that this is quite a fragile ecosystem. It needs to be 
protected by encouraging families and independent businesses to move here, not 
tourists. Trust me, If this place starts to feel like “every where else”.. ..People 
will go to “every where else” and we will have lost what makes Venice a 
destination.

Dr. Lisa Johnson Pratt
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From: Scott Boughton <rsboughton@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 14, 2020 at 3:54:08 PM PDT
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, jason.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I'm sorry to see that the Venice Place Hotel project is still under consideration. 
While there are many very valid reasons for this project to be rejected. I'm going 
to focus on the one that I am most familiar with, namely the impact on the 
immediate neighborhood. Living a block from the development and as a parent 
of a six year-old, I'm constantly made aware of the ways in which our lives are 
impacted by our local environment. This may come across as a subjective, 
emotional appeal, but it's a subject that is very concretely addressed by 
Conditional Use (CU) regulations. Specifically, CU approval for operating a 
hotel within 500 feet of a residential zone requires that three objectives be 
satisfied.

1) That the project will enhance the built environment in the 
surrounding neighborhood or will perform a function or provide a 
service that is essential or beneficial to the community, city or 
region.

2) That the project’s location, size, height, operations and other 
significant features will be compatible with and will not adversely 
affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the surrounding 
neighborhood or the public health, welfare, and safety.

3) That the project substantially conforms with the purpose, intent 
and provisions of the General Plan, the applicable community 
plan, and any applicable specific plan.

While one might quibble with 1 and 3, to claim the second objective will be met 
is beyond absurd. This project is requesting a CU hotel permit less that 50 feet 
from a neighborhood already struggling with issues including noise, traffic and 
safety. Allowing this project to proceed is objectively bad urban planning policy, 
and the precedent it sets is potentially worse.

Please adhere to the letter and the spirit of both the zoning requirements and the 
Venice specific plan, and reject this project.
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Scott Boughton

On Tue, Jul 14, 2020 at 8:34 AM Scott Boughton <rsboughton@gmail.com> 
wrote:
Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I'm sorry to see that the Venice Place Hotel project is still under consideration. 
While there are many very valid reasons for this project to be rejected. I'm going 
to focus on the one that I am most familiar with, namely the impact on the 
immediate neighborhood. Living a block from the development and as a parent 
of a six year-old, I'm constantly made aware of the ways in which our lives are 
impacted by our local environment. This may come across as a subjective, 
emotional appeal, but it's a subject that is very concretely addressed by 
Conditional Use (CU) regulations. Specifically, CU approval for operating a 
hotel within 500 feet of a residential zone requires that three objectives be 
satisfied.

1) That the project will enhance the built environment in the 
surrounding neighborhood or will perform a function or provide a 
service that is essential or beneficial to the community, city or 
region.

2) That the project’s location, size, height, operations and other 
significant features will be compatible with and will not adversely 
affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the surrounding 
neighborhood or the public health, welfare, and safety.

3) That the project substantially conforms with the purpose, intent 
and provisions of the General Plan, the applicable community 
plan, and any applicable specific plan.

While one might quibble with 1 and 3, to claim the second objective will be met 
is beyond absurd. This project is requesting a CU hotel permit less that 50 feet 
from a neighborhood already struggling with issues including noise, traffic and 
safety. Allowing this project to proceed is objectively bad urban planning policy, 
and the precedent it sets is potentially worse.

Please adhere to the letter and the spirit of both the zoning requirements and the 
Venice specific plan, and reject this project.

Scott Boughton
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From: Ginger Caranto <gingercaranto@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 14, 2020 at 5:43:40 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was shocked to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Best,
Ginger Caranto
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From: Donna Vega <busterdv@earthlink.net>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 15, 2020 at 5:21:10 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place' 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:

It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.

It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.

It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street 
across from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a 
similar condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.

The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.

On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.

Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Thank you for your attention, 
Donna Vega
a resident of Venice for 26 years
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From: "Debra J.T. Padilla" <debrajtpadilla@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)
Date: July 15, 2020 at 12:35:25 AM PDT
To: <apcwestla@lacity.org>, <mike.bonin@lacity.org>, <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, 
<theodore.irving@lacity.org>, <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
<nick.melvoin@lausd.net>, <austin.beutner@lausd.net>, 
<preservingvenice@gmail.com>

June 16, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

As a long time Venice resident, having served my community for 25 years as 
Executive Director for the Social and Public Art Resource Center (SPARC) a 
highly regarded Venice institution since 1976, I was alarmed to learn that the 
City of Los Angeles Planning Department approved the construction of a 
roughly 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd in 
Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project.

I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of 
the land than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal 
land use plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• -It is across a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy 
Abbott Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when 
children and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample 
hotel loading area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbott Kinney, 
encouraging traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via an automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will
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be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take
away. Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail.

"Venice Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely,
Debra J.T. Padilla 
27 year Venice Resident

Debra J.T. Padilla, Principal
#padilla consulting / pARTner
Strategic, compassionate and inclusive leadership.
debrajtpadilla@gmail.com
310/428-3719
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From: T Shima <tkshima@yahoo.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project
Date: July 13, 2020 at 2:51:06 PM PDT
To: "APCWestLA@lacity.org" <apcwestla@lacity.org>
Cc: "Mike.Bonin@lacity.org" <mike.bonin@lacity.org>, 
"Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"preservingvenice@gmail.com" <preservingvenice@gmail.com>, Barbie Kallir 
<bkallir@icloud.com>

OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354-(CUB)(CU) 
(CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR

Dear West LA Planning Commissioners,

While I do not uniformly oppose growth, particularly in an area that the public 
deserves to enjoy like Venice; but I am fearful of unwise planning for that 
growth. Like every part of the city, Venice is in need of permanent low income 
housing. I am also aware that Venice is one Los Angeles' most popular tourist 
destinations, and might need more visitor accommodations, and if we are to 
judge by the AirB&B numbers, it could use a hotel.

The opposition is mainly to scale. They are asking for a variance that is 
drastically larger than is standard. An increase in size will bring a consort of 
easily predictable problems that comes with size increases that appear too 
quickly, in an area that has not created an infrastructure to handle that increase in 
size. Perhaps, at a later date, when roads, parking or public transportation is 
more easily accessed, this scale might work. But no amount of minor mitigation 
will compensate for the lack of infrastructure that the neighborhood currently 
lacks.

This development will impact traffic. No matter how many studies pretend it 
won't: logic defies magical thinking. Every large development claims that traffic 
will be minimally impacted, by their mitigation efforts, but anyone who has 
taken trips down Lincoln Blvd for the past 20 years, knows that traffic gets 
worse with commercial development. A large development in a largely 
residential neighborhood will be a disaster. Drive through Culver City's 
residential neighborhood, that abuts downtown Culver City during rush hour: It's 
like waiting in line at the drive-through at an In N Out at the dinner hour.

I've not much confidence that large developments for the affluent, can be
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stopped. But if it must go forward, particularly at this moment in history, isn't it 
imperative that some consideration be made for permanent low income housing, 
along with any commercial development? If the employer does not guarantee all 
of its employers a living wage and health insurance, doesn't it seem reasonable 
and imperative that at least some of its employees are guaranteed low income 
housing? Permanent Low Income Housing.

Surely a large development designed to house people, can include more than a 
token share of permanent low income housing in its project, while preserving 
their profit.

I understand and have observed that the Planning Commission's number one 
agenda is to increase growth, employing as many painkillers as necessary, while 
avoiding an overdose. The Commission must manage opposition to their 
agenda, without inciting a critical mass of public opposition, which inevitably 
slows growth. It is exactly the same agenda as those that wish to develop their 
properties. I am not suggesting that developers and the Planning Commission 
have the exact same goals, but their goals overlap in uncomfortable ways. But 
I've seen the Commission step-up and recognize imperfect, if not unreasonable 
developments and demand a better world. We hope this is one of those times.

Sincerely,

Barbara Kallir and Tom Shima 
Venice, CA 90291



From: "Nancee L." <nancylcalifg@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 4:23:12 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
Theodore.irving@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
Nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
Preservingvenice@gmail.com

Hello,

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinions. I am writing to oppose, in 
the strongest way possible, the Venice Place Hotel project!

I have witnessed first hand the dramatic and dangerous changes occurring in 
Venice due to gentrification! Children and seniors ripped from their homes, 
schools, and families. I recently met a senior who had lived in Venice for 
decades, but was displaced and is now living in a van! This is unacceptable!

Historically, Venice was a diverse, vibrant, working class community. 
Gentrification has destroyed the entire community.

Displacement causes homelessness and even death! I have witnessed first hand! 
There is no doubt that this new expensive project will cause a rippling effect and 
further force people from there homes! The lot consolidation component is 
terrible.

The fact that it is so close to a school is dangerous, particularly with the liquor 
license. There are bound to be issues with numerous intoxicated strangers a few 
feet from young children! Exposing young children to noisy, toxic construction 
should be enough to block the project.

Thank you, 
Nancee Lee

Thanks,

Nancee
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From: Ali Subotnick <ajstella@mac.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 4:54:00 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, 
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:
Venice is congested enough. I have to pay almost $300 per month for parking. 
This is not acceptable. The tech industries have already done enough damage, 
the last thing Venice needs is a hotel.

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Thank you for your attention.
Ali Subotnick
Venice resident since 2006
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From: Harrison Hodgin <harrisonhodgin@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 7:45:10 PM PDT 
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org, 
radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, preservingvenice@gmail.com, 
Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net, superintendent@lausd.net,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org

Hello West LA Planning Commissioners.

I'm writing in opposition to the proposed Venice Place Hotel.

I grew up in Venice, went away for a brief period to go to school and have since 
returned home. Every time I would come back for a break from school two main 
changes would always jump out:

More new shops and businesses 
More congested street traffic 

This trend has continued since I've been back.

1.
2.

I recognize that there is a delicate balance between encouraging economic 
development and maintaining the integrity of our community, but this Hotel 
would place an incredible burden on an already strained Venice infrastructure. 
People who book these rooms will bring their cars and if they don't they will 
order ubers. The amount of constant traffic and activity will increase by 
multiples in an area that is already nearly impossible to traverse.

In addition to being remarkably impractical from a transportation perspective, 
this would really hurt Venice's identity. Do you want Venice to mirror Ocean 
Ave. in Santa Monica with its big hotels and expensive steakhouses? Because 
this is how you get there. And I don't want that. I don't want Venice to become 
so tourist oriented that it won't feel like home.

And it really won't feel like home for the local minority communities whose 
displacement will be further accelerated by this project.

This can't be a good idea.

Please reject this project.

Thanks,

Harrison Hodgin

mailto:harrisonhodgin@gmail.com
mailto:APCWestLA@lacity.org
mailto:Mike.Bonin@lacity.org
mailto:radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net
mailto:preservingvenice@gmail.com
mailto:Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net
mailto:superintendent@lausd.net
mailto:Douglas@lacity.org


Venice CA 90291



From: Debi West <missmaewest@me.com>
Subject: no hotel on abbot kinney
Date: July 13, 2020 at 3:18:30 PM PDT
To: APCWestLA@lacity.org, Mike.Bonin@lacity.org,
Jason.P. Douglas@lacity.org, Nick.Melvoin@lausd.net,
superintendent@lausd.net, radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net,
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice Place 
project. I have serious concerns about this Project:
First of all, I live on Brooks and 4th, and the traffic is already a nightmare. This 
project will make the traffic miserable at best for those of us between Rose and 
Venice Blvd.

• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling 5 times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• -It ties an unprecedented 8 lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of 3 lots. This egregious consolidation would become a 
dangerous precedent.
• -It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within the LAUSD.
• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• -On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• -Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods. Please reject this harmful project.

Instead, my proposal is that Abbot Kinney is made a walk street due to Covid 
19, and create more parking in the alley behind, so that people can eat outside 
and shop outside.
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I am standing with all neighbors of the BLM matter movement, knowing that 
Venice has become way too gentrified, and people of color who have owned 
property here for years, since it was a RED LINE DISTRICT, are being pushed 
out by developers such as Dan Abrams.

I greatly oppose this hotel, and I beg you to make the right call.

Debra Mae West



From: Eli Davidow <esdavidow@gmail.com>
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI); ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Date: July 13, 2020 at 3:18:37 PM PDT
To: Jason.P.Douglas@lacity.org, preservingvenice@gmail.com, 
Mike.Bonin@lacity.org

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

I was alarmed to learn that the City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
approved the construction of a roughly 70,000 square foot, 78-room "apartment 
hotel" on Abbot Kinney Blvd. in Venice. I urge you to oppose the "Venice 
Place" project.

I have serious concerns about the project, among them...
• It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, filling five times more of the land 
than the current built structures.
• It ties an unprecedented eight lots together in an area where the coastal land use 
plan allows a maximum of three lots. This egregious consolidation would 
become a dangerous precedent.
• It is directly on a two-lane (with a median lane) busy commercial street across 
from a large elementary school. I find it hard to believe that there is a similar 
condition anywhere else within LAUSD.
• The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbot 
Kinney, especially during the morning and late afternoon periods when children 
and families are walking to and from school. The lack of an ample hotel loading 
area would force trucks to park in the middle of Abbot Kinney, encouraging 
traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks.
• On-site parking is valet only via a slow, expensive automated parking system 
accessed only on the already-narrow Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park will 
be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on 
neighborhood streets already strapped for resident parking.
• Alcohol would be sold from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both on-site and for take-away. 
Alcohol, strangers and an elementary school are a poisonous cocktail. "Venice 
Place" is the wrong project for this site and for our kids, families and 
neighborhoods.

Please reject this harmful project.

Sincerely, 
Eli Davidow
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From: allison pankow <allisonpankow@gmail.com>
Subject: Opposition to Venice Place Hotel 
Date: July 14, 2020 at 6:49:55 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, nick.melvoin@lausd.net, superintendent@lausd.net, 
radaniel.mccoy@lausd.net, preservingvenice@gmail.com

Hello — I am writing to oppose the Venice Place Hotel Project. Venice is one of 
the last places in LA that has a community and neighborhood which is 
imperative to the overall culture of the city. The diversity that still exists here 
and hasnt already been pushed out by gentrification relies on the remaining 
historic roots of this area. Allowing for massive, multi-block projects like this to 
begin, there goes this neighborhood with so many others in the path of 
gentrification (aka culture washing)

Below are the reasons this project must be stopped! Please read all and make 
decisions based on all sides of the impact this will have on the community of 
Venice.

1. The project is too big for Oakwood Neighborhood and for Venice 
I am concerned about the mass, scale and character of this Project and its impact 
on the character of our neighborhood. Our land use plans require that new 
development be compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. We understand 
the site currently contains 12,560 square feet of existing development. The 
project will consist of a 70,310 square-foot development, more than five times 
the mass of the original development. Here, the Project consists of three new 
three-story massive building blocks and one new two-story building which are 
interconnected with structural bridges. It plans to demolish three small 
bungalows on Westminster Ave. that even the city recognized as important to 
the historic district of Abbot Kinney Blvd. It is not compatible with the 
surrounding community of low-slung homes on small lots nor the mostly one- 
story brick commercial buildings On Abbot Kinney Blvd. From Electric Ave., 
the side that faces the residential community of Oakwood, the Project presents a 
solid three-story, block long wall significantly out of character with the single 
and two-story residential community that the back of the hotel faces.

2. Intrusion and takeover of Oakwood
I am concerned about the impact on the economic and cultural diversity of the 
community of Oakwood which it borders. The Oakwood neighborhood is one of 
the most culturally, racially and economically diverse neighborhoods in the 
California coastal zone. There has always been a struggle to find the balance 
between commercial and residential interests in Venice. This project tips the 
balance towards big money commercial interests and leaves the residents of
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Oakwood, once again, on the short end of the stick.

3. Increased traffic
I am concerned about the increased traffic that will result from a Project that 
introduces an Apartment Hotel of 78 guest rooms and 4 apartments, nearly 3,000 
square feet of retail and over 2,000 square feet of office space. The traffic in this 
area is already horrific. Don’t accept the traffic study from 2016 that the 
developer used in his Environmental Impact Report. Traffic conditions have 
changed greatly in the past four years, not only due to Venice’s growing 
popularity, but also to the current build-out of Marina del Rey and the north- 
south traffic it has generated, which will continue to grow.

4. A Parking Disaster for Oakwood and All Adjacent Neighborhoods 
The parking for the hotel and restaurants is insufficient, not to mention for 
special and private event parking, which are not even addressed by the 
developer. The onsite parking is a mechanical system that is all valet assisted. 
Neighborhood streets will be impacted by patrons lined up to enter the valet 
court on Electric Avenue, an already narrow street. There will be no self
parking, so many patrons will avoid the cost and inconvenience of the valet 
system and park in the Oakwood neighborhood, crowding out residents. Since 
permit parking is not allowed in this area, much of the hotel parking will be paid 
for by inconvenience to neighbors.

5. Negative Impacts on Westminster School
I am concerned about the impact that the Project will have on Westminster 
Elementary School. The Environmental Impact Report seems to focus on the 
construction noise and impacts, but not on the operational impacts of the Project 
such as the outdoor sale and availability of alcohol on the premises, increased 
traffic, unmitigated noise impacts from the open space nature of the project, the 
outdoor swimming pool & deck directly across from and towering over the 
school, and general noise generation from the large open space and the hotel/ 
retail spaces. There will be significantly increased alcohol sales at the Project, 7 
A.M. - 1 A.M as well continuous availability in hotel guest rooms. Alcohol, 
hotel rooms, and strangers adjacent to a school do not mix well. Abbot Kinney 
Blvd. is a main thoroughfare with a traffic flow of up to 10,000 vehicles a day. 
Traffic is especially heavy from 7:30 am - 8 am and 2:30 pm - 6 pm, just when 
children are arriving and departing to and from the school campus. The project is 
estimated to generate at least 688 more car trips per day on this already 
gridlocked street! The specific traffic impact of the project, per the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration, is increased by 545%, creating dangerous conditions for 
children and their parents walking to and from school, crossing Abbot Kinney 
Blvd., Electric Ave., Westminster Ave. and Broadway. This major increase in 
traffic will endanger children, adult pedestrians and bike riders, alike.



6. Truck madness

The small commercial loading area is completely inadequate to the needs of the 
vendor
intensive businesses onsite. While technically legal, it will force many vendors 
to choose between blocking the sidewalk on Broadway or parking in the middle 
of Abbot Kinney. Either way creates a dangerous situation for school kids. 
Blocking the sidewalk pushes kids out into the street. Unloading in the middle of 
Abbot Kinney creates a large blind spot for other drivers and for kids crossing to 
and from the school at an intersection already listed by LAUSD as one of the 
most dangerous in the entire school district. Limitations on delivery hours are 
unenforceable, and the project owner’s promise to consolidate all deliveries to 
the hotel and independent businesses onsite is a fantasy. The addition of a 
market and more restaurant space, along with the apartment hotel itself, will 
greatly increase deliveries, but there will be no longer be a parking lot in the 
back to handle them. This will mean more street congestion and more obstacles 
for drivers and pedestrians, including school children.

7. Sale of Liquor
The Project wants approval for liquor consumption on site and the sale of liquor 
for offsite from 7 AM to 1 AM across the street from an elementary school 
where children are present from 7:30 AM to 6 PM. Expanding an alcohol permit 
to many times its original use, and in multiple structures on multiple lots for all 
but six hours in the dead of night, and continuing to allow alcohol sales in hotel 
rooms 24/7 as well as at a market across from the school, does not show an 
intent to comply with the goal of responsible liquor licensing or protecting 
children’s safety. We don’t need more intoxicated people wandering around the 
neighborhood and where children are playing outside, right across the street 
from the site. Please don’t give a Conditional Use Alcoholic Beverage Permit for 
an apartment hotel within 500 ft. of a residential zone.

8. Apartment Hotel Within 50 Feet of a Residential Zone 
This project is applying to be an “apartment hotel,” which by law is only 
allowed to rent rooms or suites for 30 days or more. Please make sure that 
restriction is absolutely clear in your decision letter. Please don’t give a 
Conditional Use Permit for an apartment hotel within 500 ft. of a residential 
zone on both sides. This one would only be 50 feet from the residences on 
Electric Ave. A 30 ft wall, a full block long, would face their single-story homes. 
The valet parking takes place on this side, meaning people full of drinks will be 
waiting for their cars late at night, and cars will be coming and going, yet the 
developer pretends there will be no noise problems - because he doesn’t live 
across the street.



9. Dangerous Precedent for Consolidating Lots
This would be by far the largest project in the Venice Coastal Zone. Please don’t 
let the developer tie eight lots together for a single project, which would set a 
dangerous precedent for future developments and which our Coastal plans 
protect against. When there is subterranean parking, only up to three commercial 
lots may be tied as per our Coastal Plans, unless the project conforms to the 
existing scale and character of the surrounding community, which this project 
very clearly does not; and further, that is only if the project is a mixed use 
project, which with only approximately 4% of the project being dwelling units 
this project very clearly is not.

Warm Regard, 
Allison

allison m. pankow 
@allison_pankow 
262.370.7598



From: Deidre Samuels <djsamuels@ca.rr.com>
Subject: Fwd: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)
Date: June 23, 2020 at 12:16:17 PM PDT
To: Citizens Venice <preservingvenice@gmail.com>

Begin forwarded message:

From: Greg Matthews <gregmatthews@mac.com>
Date: June 23, 2020 at 12:06:58 PM PDT 
To: Djsamuels <djsamuels@ca.rr.com>
Subject: Fwd: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Greg Matthews <gregmatthews@mac.com>
Date: June 23, 2020 at 11:44:48 PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, Juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org,
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, preservingvenice@gmail.org 
Subject: OPPOSE: Venice Place Hotel Project: CASE NO. ZA 2012-3354- 
(CUB)(CU) (CDP)(SPR)(SPP)(MEL)(WDI)

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First off, thank you for your public service. It’s undoubtably a difficult job and 
made harder by situations like this one where you can’t please all of the people 
all of the time. I value that you’ve chosen a noble profession. It takes courage to 
serve. Thank you.

I will be brief. I support Venice business. I’ve lived here for 20 years. I’ve spent 
countless hours and dollars in all the establishments Venice has to offer. I rented 
when I arrived in the late 90s and cobbled together roommate after roommate to 
help offset the burden of my first mortgage payments in 2003. Point is, I’m a 
long time tax paying, Venice local.
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This proposed hotel sits directly across the street from my home. It will bring an 
enormous burden to our lives here. You are our last and only line of defense. I 
cannot wish delivery trucks, Uber drivers or unruly vacationing hotel guess to be 
quieter or not to loiter around the property. If I could, there would be new group 
of them the next day. I cannot make school crossing less trafficked, or roadways 
and parking less congested. I cannot make hotels and restaurants abide by 
schedules or time of day closures. I cannot stop music that’s too loud even 
though its not allowed at all. I can only complain after the fact and pray for the 
mercy of unenforceable laws to be enforced, until they are broken again. This is 
only part of the grind the hotel will put the neighbors through. It will be a 
constant battle between unrelenting commerce and the people’s right to peace 
and quiet. Those of us in this part of Abbot Kinney have enjoyed a delicate 
balance of restaurant/workspace and community for many years. It’s not perfect, 
but until recently, most of the workers in establishments in the buildings were 
also considerate locals A hotel will most certainly destroy that compact. And the 
neighbors will be the ones who bear the brunt of this and the hotel will have little 
accountability for the consequences of their unintended actions.

Others will argue about jobs it brings, conformity or nonconformity to codes, 
and I will leave that to the experts. But what I can tell you is that I’ve watched 
happen in front of my eyes is an area has become more trafficked, more 
populated and density. Some growth is good. Some is not. This will add density 
that from everything I’ve read is under-reported.

Here’s what I’d ask you to consider: Consider the long term effects. This is a 
neighborhood. On both sides of of Abbot Kinney. It’s residential. People need 
peace, they need a quiet place to unwind and enjoy being home. They need to 
park a reasonable distance to their homes. This hotel will most certainly rob us 
of that. No way it could not. An unintended but necessary byproduct of the type 
of establishment being considered. The proposed parking may meet the letter of 
the law, but it will not be that way in practice, cars will move to the streets. If 
Covid 19, has shown us anything it is that the neighborhood once filled with cars 
suddenly has plenty of parking during their closures. Undoubtably from 
employees and patrons not parking on the surrounding streets. I’m asking each 
of you to imagine the hydraulic lifts in constant operation, bringing cars up and 
down in their subterranean lot - a lot that faces the neighborhood. Ubers, taxis 
and tourist will wait along skinny, little Electric Avenue and surrounding streets. 
Hotel guests and drivers will loitering about as they wait for fares or rides. 
Trucks will be the greatest increase to the areas. Expanding the alcohol 
consumption hours is a stick in the neighbors eye. We are adults, we all know 
what this means. No denying it. A hotel will have more needs than the present 
occupants. More trucks, more noise more people. Vacationers partying on their



balconies. All of this 24/7, all in view of a school that is making consistent 
strides to be a better place to learn year after year.

None of this speaks a word to the impact on the school and children’s walk to 
and from during what would certainly be 2 years of construction. I’ll leave that 
to experts as well but I can show you video of construction on this very building 
a few years ago where a construction vehicle backed into an active cross walk 
with children crossing.

Now, too much noise, impacted neighborhoods and school concerns might not 
be the strongest arguments against a multi-million dollar hotel, but that isn’t 
exactly what I’m arguing. What I’m saying is that if you allow it, you are 
sentencing the neighbors to uncontrollable discomfort and unenforceable tools to 
counter it. No peace and quiet. I’m asking you to imagine it happening across the 
street from your homes. I’m begging you to consider the infringement that the 
hotel will have on the every day (and night) lives of the surrounding community. 
It’s something to consider. Really consider. It’s gonna be painful and will last for 
as long as the hotel stands. No city planner ever imagined this for Abbot Kinney.

So I’m asking you to do this for the neighbors. Be a public servant. Consider the 
financial impact, but also consider the impact on the community. Be our 
advocate. Be the best part of your profession, to stand up for the people when 
their voices otherwise might not be strong or heard. It’s a neighborhood. It will 
face people trying to go to school, get some sleep, go to work and just live. 
People who have no control to stop the thing that will impact those rights. Serve 
the public by imagining you live across the street from this hotel. Imagine 
needing to put your kids to sleep in the hum of an active hotel. The valet, the 
patrons, the trucks. Imagine the garbage trucks rolling through early in the 
morning, after listening to buzzing patrons leaving hotel bars and restaurants at 
1am. Imagine roaming the streets for parking blocks away from your home in 
the middle of the night. Imagine walking your kids through a construction zone 
for two years to get them to class, then imagine them trying to learn through the 
noise. Think about that. Think about living like that 24/ until you can’t take it 
and move away. No peace.

If you’re an elected official, and you want to claim it brings jobs, I get it. But if 
your job doesn’t depend on political messaging,, then do the right thing. Don’t 
move this hotel forward. There are lots of ways this property could be built into 
a useful space for the benefit of the owners and the community. A hotel is not 
one of them. It will crush those of us around it. You know it and I do. Please 
protect the public. You are our only line of defense.

Thanks for your time,



Greg Matthews 
301 Broadway St 
Venice, CA 90291



From: Mitchel Kadish <mitchel.kadish@gmail.com>
Subject: Venice Place Hotel Project -- Don't kill the goose that laid the golden 
egg
Date: July 1, 2020 at 12:55:57 PM PDT
To: apcwestla@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org, juliet.oh@lacity.org, 
theodore.irving@lacity.org, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, 
nick.melvoin@lausd.net, austin.beutner@lausd.net, 
preservingvenice@gmail.com

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

Venice has a unique history as an alternative to the mainstream. It's not the 
"same old same old" as some would say. It is this identity that attracts visitors to 
Venice.

Projects like the Venice Place Hotel would change that identity. It would set a 
precedent that other developers and landowners would follow in future projects. 
Ultimately, Venice would just look like a cheap imitation of Santa Monica, or 
Miami Beach, or countless other places. Is that what you want? As a resident of 
Venice for the past 13 years I can tell you that I don't, nor do many of my 
neighbors. And I suspect that the people who consider Venice a destination 
worth visiting think the same.

So, ask yourself this question: do you want to kill the goose that laid the golden 
egg?

It's up to you.

Mitchel Kadish
Venice resident for 13 years, and native Angeleno 
(310) 890-9304
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