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SUPPORTING The Venice Place Project on Abbot Kinney
1 message

From: Scott Mayers <sscottmayersphd@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 12:32 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Scott Mayers
sscottmayersphd@gmail.com 
745 Milwood Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States
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Letter in SUPPORT of The Venice Place Project
1 message

From: Kelly Li <kelly_k_li@hotmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 11:48 AM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Kelly Li
kelly_k_li@hotmail.com
Ave
Venice, CA 90291 
United States
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Re: The Venice Place Project - I STRONGLY SUPPORT IT!
10 messages

From: David Maldonado <david.maldonado@cbcnrt.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 6:54 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
David Maldonado 
david.maldonado@cbcnrt.com 
11611 San Vicente Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 
United States
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From: RONALD CHARBONNEAU <ribitpond@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 7:47 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

I have been a 40 year resident of the Ocean Front Walk and Westminster in Venice just a few blocks from the proposed 
development. I am an ardent supporter of the Venice Place Project. I applaud the willingness of the Project developers to 
modify their initial plans to accommodate the concerns of the community. The refined plan will be a showcase for our 
neighborhood and infuse it with new energy while providing a boost to the economy by increasing business in the area. 
Venice has historically welcomed diverse and creative ideas. This project is a natural extension of the vision of Abbott Kinney 
to generate interest and attract visitors to Venice through innovation.
It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
RONALD CHARBONNEAU 
ribitpond@gmail.com 
5 Westminster Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90291
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From: Reta Moser <retamoser@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Sat, Aug 29, 2020 at 4:51 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Reta Moser
retamoser@gmail.com 3208 Thatcher Ave, Marina del Rey, CA 90292
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From: Stu Luchs <stuluchs@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Sun, Aug 30, 2020 at 2:26 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Stu Luchs
stuluchs@gmail.com 
11747 Darlington Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 
United States
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From: Melissa Diner <mdiner@gmail.com>
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To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Sun, Aug 30, 2020 at 2:30 PM

9/3/2020 4 emails

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

Please let this project go through. They have done everything they can to work with the community. Venice wants diversity 
and that means supporting our tourist industry here too.

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Melissa Diner 
mdiner@gmail.com 
27 Westminster Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States

5 / 10

From: Maggie Sherman <maggie@maggiesherman.com> 
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To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Sun, Aug 30, 2020 at 4:07 PM

9/3/2020 4 emails

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Maggie Sherman 
maggie@maggiesherman.com 
2132 Glyndon Avenue 
Venice, CA 90291 
United States

6 / 10

From: Tess Halavy <tess@ibexlimited.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Sun, Aug 30, 2020 at 6:46 PM
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Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

I'm writing to support The Venice Place Project.

Abbot Kinney is a pedestrian-friendly commercial street that already is known as a tourist destination. That is to say, it's an 
ideal location for a hotel. While I understand the very real concerns about the housing shortage, we cannot refuse developers 
the right to build commercial projects because of it. This is a commercially zoned property and it sets a terrible precedent to 
allow special interest groups to stop the development of by-right projects when it does not fit into their agenda. Well-meaning 
as they may be, many of these neighborhood groups directly contributed to the housing shortage back when their agenda 
was to stop the development of denser housing. So while their feedback is certainly valuable when helping project fit into a 
neighborhood, respectfully, they should not be the ultimate decision-makers in city planning matters.

From what I understand, this project has fully complied with zoning code, the Coastal plan, etc. And equally important, they 
have made great effort to reach out to the community and get their feedback. This is a project that can reduce traffic by 
allowing tourists to walk around Venice instead of drive into it, will create jobs, and will bring in revenue for the city not only in 
terms of tourism dollars spent at businesses, but also tax dollars.

I hope you will take this into consideration and approve the project.

Sincerely,
Tess Halavy 
tess@ibexlimited.com 
1120 Rose Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States

7 / 10

From: Chuck Cowley <chuck@cowleyrep.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 31,2020 at 12:04 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).
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Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Chuck Cowley 
chuck@cowleyrep.com 
850 Dickson Street 
Marina del Rey, CA 90292 
United States
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From: Adam Kulakow <aekulakow@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 3:24 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

I've lived in Venice for 23 years and have seen many changes since I got here. And while I don't think Venice -- and especially 
Abbot Kinney -- have changed for the better in recent years, I do think that this project will be a positive thing for the 
neighborhood as it will provide a mix of uses, some much needed hotel capacity, and is the thoughtful result of local 
ownership that has been very sensitive to community input. This is not yet another chain business with no regard for the 
character of Venice; we have more than enough of those already. This is in fact the opposite and thus has my support as a 
long time local.

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.
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Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

9/3/2020 4 emails

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Adam Kulakow 
aekulakow@gmail.com 
21 Outrigger Street 
Apartment D
Marina Del Rey, CA 90292 
United States
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From: Robert Thibodeau <robert@duarchitects.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 10:36 AM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood
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Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

4 emails

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Robert Thibodeau 
robert@duarchitects.com 
812 Lincoln Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States

10 / 10
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Re: My Support for The Venice Place Project on Abbot Kinney
14 messages

From: Cerina Graca <cerina@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 8:13 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

I am a homeowner in Venice and I strongly support this project. This would be an asset to our community.

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Cerina Graca 
cerina@gmail.com 
843 Dickson Street 
Marina del Rey, CA 90292 
United States
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From: Steve Meepos <sameepos@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 9:26 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Steve Meepos 
sameepos@gmail.com 
16 Topsail Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90292 
United States
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From: Vince Muselli <muselli@muselli.net>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 9:47 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Vince Muselli 
muselli@muselli.net 
1513 6th Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 
United States
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From: Tore Knos <venicetore@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Fri, Aug 28, 2020 at 10:04 AM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Tore Knos
venicetore@gmail.com 
334 4th Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States
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From: Heather Rogers <heathergersley@gmail.com>
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To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Sat, Aug 29, 2020 at 10:17 AM

9/3/2020 4 emails

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Heather Rogers 
heathergersley@gmail.com 
924 Superba Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States
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From: Steve Heumann <sheumann@sidewalkent.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Sat, Aug 29, 2020 at 2:16 PM
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9/3/2020 4 emails

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Steve Heumann 
sheumann@sidewalkent.com 
8 Horizon Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States
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From: Brad Miller <millerrocks@hotmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Sun, Aug 30, 2020 at 4:31 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:
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9/3/2020

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR
4 emails

I am a practicing visual artist and Venice has been my home and studio location for over 20 years. Located just a short 
distance down Westminster Avenue from where I live and work, the Venice Place Project will be a great addition to my 
neighborhood.

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Brad Miller
millerrocks@hotmail.com 
606 Westminster Ave. 
Venice, CA 90291 
United States
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From: Noah Mamet <noahmamet@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 31,2020 at 1:41 PM
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9/3/2020

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:
4 emails

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Noah Mamet 
noahmamet@gmail.com 
6 Voyage Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90292 
United States
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From: Glen Irani <girani@glenirani.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 31,2020 at 1:58 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR
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It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Glen Irani
girani@glenirani.com 
410 Sherman Canal 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States
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From: Nikki Hariton <thebestnikki@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 31,2020 at 3:18 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.
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The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Nikki Hariton 
thebestnikki@gmail.com 
19 Wavecrest Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States
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From: Steven and Geri Miller <steven@groedibles.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Tue, Sep 1,2020 at 12:49 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR 
We are the propriators of The Cook's Garden by HGEL since April 2013.

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
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resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

4 emails

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Geri and Steven Miller
steven@groedibles.com 1033 Abbot Kinney Blvd.
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From: Brian De Lowe <brian.delowe@thekorgroup.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 8:39 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
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decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

4 emails

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Brian De Lowe
brian.delowe@thekorgroup.com 
700 Wilshire Boulevard 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 
United States
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From: Mark Anderson <labadger@hotmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 8:38 AM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.
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The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Mark Anderson 
labadger@hotmail.com 
12105 Culver Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90066 
United States
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From: Jamie paige <jamiepaige2018@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 10:31 AM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.
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Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSD to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Jamie paige
jamiepaige2018@gmail.com 
260 3rd Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Your 245 Action Against The Venice Place Project
1 message

Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 8:38 AMandrew clark <andrew.clark.1727@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Councilman Bonin et al,

I apologize for the untimeliness of this letter, as the daily grind of Venice (dodging the drug addled 
that have taken over our sidewalks, removing said addicts trespassing on neighbor’s properties, 
picking up trash from adjacent homeless encampments, but that’s for another letter....) got the 
best of me over the past few weeks. However, I hope the timing of the letter doesn’t reduce its 
weight in your eyes.

I’ve lived in Venice for more than 10 years, started/brought two businesses to Venice and have 
watched as the neighborhood has changed; once for the better and now for the worse. I’ve 
watched businesses come and go along Abbot Kinney, but the one constant was the pending 
design and development of the Venice Place Hotel(VPH). It’s been omnipresent. Dan has spent 
eight years adjusting the design of the hotel to accommodate the concerns of the community, City 
and various advocates. I’ve never seen a project of this scale get run through so many 
procedural hoops. Conversely, I’ve never seen a project of this size acquiesce to the community 
and City as has the VPH. The community that supports this wonderfully thoughtful project figured 
that after the APC, rightfully, approved the project a few weeks ago, that this long drawn out saga 
was finally put to bed and the community could start looking forward to a first class hotel (the only 
first class hotel in Venice) and it’s amenities. Boy were we wrong.

For reasons unbeknownst to me, you took 245 action against the project and have extended this 
Kafkaesque quagmire. What is the reason?

For 10 years family and friends have visited (Christmas, Thanksgiving, summers, fall, you name 
it) from as far as Canada, only to spend their money on hotels in Santa Monica and Marina Del 
Rey. Why? Because the quality of hotel that we would expect for one of the most popular tourist 
attractions in the world, was severely lacking. This project solves that issue and keeps that tax 
revenue in LA. Again, why did you not allow the APC’s decision to stand? Why meddle?

Over the past year we’ve seen egregiously out of scale and out of character projects pushed 
through by your office, against the community’s wishes, and contrary to the local zoning codes. 
You didn’t listen to the community then, and you aren’t listening to the community now. The
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difference with this project is that you went out of your way to spite this project after an intensive 
eight year review and negotiation with the developer, culminating in a thorough review and 
approval by the APC. Why?

Please reconsider. Our community wants this project. Our community needs this project, and this 
project will benefit and beautify our deteriorating community. Again, please reconsider and 
support this project as the community and APC overwhelmingly do.

Andrew Clark

Grand Canal and Abbot Kinney

Andrew Clark

415-225-5996
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

I support The Venice Place Project (ZA-2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-MEL-WDI- 
SPP-SPR)
1 message

Heidi Bright <heidibright1@gmail.com>
To: councilmember.bonin@lacity.org, theodore.irving@lacity.org, Juliet.oh@lacity.org, theveniceplace@gmail.com, 
David Hertz <hertz@studioea.com>

Wed, Jul 31,2019 at 5:54 PM

Dear Councilmember Bonin, Mr. Irving, and Ms. Oh,

The Venice Place Project fills a long overdue need for more hotel guest rooms to serve the millions of visitors 
to Venice each year.

Located in a community commercial zone on Abbot Kinney, it is appropriately located for its intended uses. 
The project is fully compliant with the Venice Specific Plan, the Los Angeles Municipal Code, and the Local 
Coastal Land Use Plan.

Moreover, the communal spaces and walkable pedestrian pathways integrated into the design of the project 
provide more community connectivity for locals in Venice. Its mix of uses are fully parked on-site, including 
the boutique hotel, restaurants, shops, and creative office space. The creative reuse of the existing buildings 
and classic facades reflect an understanding of the character of the neighborhood.

The owner has listened and responded substantively to the community's concerns throughout a multi-year 
engagement process. Such efforts have earned the support of the Venice Neighborhood Council and the 
Venice Chamber of Commerce. I have no doubt that the project will be an asset to the community and 
integrated into the history, culture and fabric of Venice.

Sincerely,

Heidi Bright
long time Venice resident!
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Section 245 Action - The Venice Place Project
1 message

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 12:49 PMsteve svarchitects.net <steve@svarchitects.net>
To: "Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org" <Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>
Cc: "len.nguyen@lacity.org" <len.nguyen@lacity.org>, "Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org 
<Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, "krista.kline@lacity.org" <krista.kline@lacity.org>

Council Member Bonin,

As a practicing professional and Venice resident for nearly four decades. I find it disingenuous at best and 
purely political motivated that you've inserted yourself into the entitlement process for this well supported 
and much needed development project via Section 245.

The Venice Place Project has endeavored to secure the necessary entitlements to execute this project 
over the last eight years. During this eight year process the Applicant has been met with opposition from a 
small number of your so-called constituents at every turn. To which the Applicant has laboriously, 
responsibly and cooperatively worked with city planning and the non-supporters to address and mitigated 
all their issues at every level of the entitlement process.

I respectfully request that you take a long hard look at the motives and agenda behind the non-supporters, 
and yours for that matter to usurp jurisdiction of the entitlement process for this project. And put your 
political agenda aside and do what's best for the Venice Community and let this well supported and much 
needed development proceed as approved by the WLAAPC.

Respectfully,

Stephen Vitalich AIA LEED AP 
Stephen Vitalich Architects
310.600.1006
steve@svarchitects.net
www.svarchitects.net

This e-mail is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521 and is legally privileged.

This information is confidential information and is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this electronic message to the intended 
recipient, you are notified that any dissemination,distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone, and destroy the original transmission 
and its attachments.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

I support The Venice Place Project (ZA-2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-MEL-WDI- 
SPP-SPR)
1 message

yatto.suzuki@gmail.com <yatto.suzuki@gmail.com>
To: councilmember.bonin@lacity.org, theodore.irving@lacity.org, Juliet.oh@lacity.org, theveniceplace@gmail.com, 
hertz@studioea.com

Wed, Jul 31,2019 at 5:06 PM

Dear Councilmember Bonin, Mr. Irving, and Ms. Oh,

The Venice Place Project fills a long overdue need for more hotel guest rooms to serve the millions of visitors 
to Venice each year.

Located in a community commercial zone on Abbot Kinney, it is appropriately located for its intended uses. 
The project is fully compliant with the Venice Specific Plan, the Los Angeles Municipal Code, and the Local 
Coastal Land Use Plan.

Moreover, the communal spaces and walkable pedestrian pathways integrated into the design of the project 
provide more community connectivity for locals in Venice. Its mix of uses are fully parked on-site, including the 
boutique hotel, restaurants, shops, and creative office space. The creative reuse of the existing buildings and 
classic facades reflect an understanding of the character of the neighborhood.

The owner has listened and responded substantively to the community's concerns throughout a multi-year 
engagement process. Such efforts have earned the support of the Venice Neighborhood Council and the 
Venice Chamber of Commerce. I have no doubt that the project will be an asset to the community and 
integrated into the history, culture and fabric of Venice.

Sincerely, 
Yatto Suzuki
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

I support The Venice Place Project (ZA-2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-MEL-WDI- 
SPP-SPR)
1 message

Marc Stein <marcstein99@mac.com>
To: councilmember.bonin@lacity.org, theodore.irving@lacity.org, Juliet.oh@lacity.org, theveniceplace@gmail.com, 
David Hertz <hertz@studioea.com>
Cc: Marc Stein <marcstein99@mac.com>

Thu, Aug 1,2019 at 1:52 PM

Dear Councilmember Bonin, Mr. Irving, and Ms. Oh,

The Venice Place Project fills a long overdue need for more hotel guest rooms to serve the millions of visitors 
to Venice each year.

Located in a community commercial zone on Abbot Kinney, it is appropriately located for its intended uses. 
The project is fully compliant with the Venice Specific Plan, the Los Angeles Municipal Code, and the Local 
Coastal Land Use Plan.

Moreover, the communal spaces and walkable pedestrian pathways integrated into the design of the project 
provide more community connectivity for locals in Venice. Its mix of uses are fully parked on-site, including 
the boutique hotel, restaurants, shops, and creative office space. The creative reuse of the existing buildings 
and classic facades reflect an understanding of the character of the neighborhood.

The owner has listened and responded substantively to the community's concerns throughout a multi-year 
engagement process. Such efforts have earned the support of the Venice Neighborhood Council and the 
Venice Chamber of Commerce. I have no doubt that the project will be an asset to the community and 
integrated into the history, culture and fabric of Venice.

Sincerely, 
Marc Stein

MARC STEIN
DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE 
OFFICE: (424) 202-3200 
MOBILE: (310) 990-9880
Marc.Stein@Elliman.com
150 EL CAMINO DRIVE SUITE 150, BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90212 
DRE# 01915166

At Douglas Elliman, we won't ask you for your social security number, bank account or other highly confidential information over 
email. *Wire Fraud is Real*. Before wiring ANY money, call the intended recipient at a number you know is valid to confirm the 
instructions. Additionally, please note that the sender does not have the authority to bind a third party to a real estate contract via 
written or verbal communication.

This email is for the use of the intended recipient(s) only. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately 
and then delete it. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not keep, use, disclose, copy or distribute this email without the
author's prior permission. We will never send or ask for sensitive or non-public information via e-mail, including bank account, social
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security information or wire information. We have taken precautions to minimize the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we 
advise you to carry out your own virus checks on any attachment to this message. We cannot accept liability for any loss or damage 
caused by software viruses. The information contained in this communication may be confidential and may be subject to the attorney- 
client privilege. If you are the intended recipient and you do not wish to receive similar electronic messages from us in the future then 
please respond to the sender to this effect. Please note that any views or opinions presented in this e-mail are solely those of the 
author and do not necessarily represent those of the Company.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Support for the Venice Place Project from a constituent
1 message

Tue, Sep 1,2020 at 10:18 PMBarton Sidles <bsidles@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org 
Bcc: theveniceplace@gmail.com

Dear Council Member Bonin,

You probably do not remember meeting me in the past. The last time was at Uber's offices for an event over a 
year ago (we had a pleasant short conversation). I know you meet many constituents and constantly (prior to 
Covid-19) "shake hands and kiss babies"; therefore, one more face and conversation blends in with the 
others.
My partner and i are fans of yours... or should say 'were'.

I normally consider your judgement and position on issues to be aligned with mine. But when I read about you 
asserting jurisdiction to enact basically a unilateral decision to override numerous planning processes and 
approvals related to the Venice Place Project on Abbot Kinney, I was appalled.
I thought you and other like minded political leaders were above the authoritarian actions that we are sadly 
falling victim to by national leaders. Please dont go there.

I believe that approvals for such developments are required and part of the process, but have those not 
already been done?... extensively and properly over the last 8 years?

Please do not be the emblem of creating or supporting more bureaucracy than what is needed. Especially 
during these very strained and challenging times.

I implore you to support this project... not just because of the documented support and approvals from 
the Venice Neighborhood Council LUPC, the Venice Neighborhood Council Board, the City of Los Angeles 
Zoning Administrator and West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission not to mention endorsements by the 
Venice Chamber of Commerce and the Los Angeles Business Council, rather for the reason in that i want to 
continue to believe in you ....to know that you will make the right decision.

Please support the Venice Place Project with all your passion that i know you have in you and help get this 
project approved (without unnecessary delay or burden on all parties (developers or tax payers)).

So much work has gone into this Project and all seem to be in agreement with huge community support.
I thank you in advance for your additional support and i look forward to reflecting back on this with you at 
some future event.

Many thanks.
Best,
Barton Sidles
4211 Redwood Ave #402
Los Angeles, CA 90066
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This email (including any attachments to it) is confidential, may be legally privileged, and is subject to 
copyright and is sent for the personal attention of the intended recipient only. If you have received this email in 
error, please advise us immediately and delete it. You are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

I support The Venice Place Project (ZA-2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-MEL-WDI- 
SPP-SPR)
1 message

HEIDI ROBERTS <heidiroberts@me.com>
To: theodore.irving@lacity.org, Juliet.oh@lacity.org, theveniceplace@gmail.com

Thu, Aug 1,2019 at 4:56 PM

Hello!

My family has lived in Venice for nearly twenty years and I'm super excited for The Venice Place Project to 
become a reality. We’re looking forward to having a cool place to hang out and a close place so our friends 
and family can experience Venice too.

So many people visit Venice each year and there's really no place to stay, except AirBNBs which pose unique 
challenges to our little town. We need a place for people to stay when they visit Venice.

We believe the project is totally in sync with the look and feel of Venice and maintains its unique character. It's 
been a long time coming and I know the developers/owner has taken many community concerns to heart and 
made changes to satisfy all.

Sincerely,

Heidi Roberts, John Betz and Andreas too
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Venice place project
1 message

David Myers <davido507@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 11:30 AM

Dear Mr. Bonin,

I am formally writing in with regards to the The Venice Place Project. After several 
rejections, I am writing in to request that you would consider this project be approved as 
it will be a huge contributing factor to the community at large and the economy. 
Especially during this unfortunate pandemic and hard times that we as a Country are 
facing. Keeping positive as we come together and rebuild, creating jobs for the locals, 
promoting tourism and the such likes.

It is frustrating that APC has approved the project however, this has been put to a halt 
due to the 245 action.
With all due respect, it would be a travesty to see all the hard work the team has put in 
over the past 8 years, result in nothing and further delays - due to the decisions of the 
Council members, for reasons that have not been clearly defined.

Community members have given their full support and it baffles me as to why moving 
forward/ approving the project has taken this long for a positive outcome, that so many of 
us have been hoping for.

The relentless fight for approvals - from the Venice Neighborhood Council LUPC, Venice 
Neighborhood Council Board, City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator and West Los 
Angeles Area Planning Commission only proves to show that our investment of this 
project has been serious on making it a fruitful outcome for all involved.

I am not asking for exceptions to the code, however please consider that our request be 
heard and taken into consideration for the betterment of all.

Please recognize the hard work and cooperation by so many of us in the community to 
arrive at this juncture.

I seek your kind understanding and support for the approval of The Venice Place 
Project.

Kind regards, 
David Myers 
Flower ave 
Venice
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Venice Place Project
1 message

Karin Michonski <kmichonski@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 11:37 AM

Dear Council members,

I'm Karin Wallerstein, an 8 year resident of Venice and an avid supporter of the Venice Place Project. I am 
utterly frustrated with the setback this project has once again experienced. As a multiple property owner here 
in Venice as well as
a legal and successful Air B & B owner, I think it is HIGH time that Venice provides more accommodations for 
tourists and family members. I have trusted Dan Abrams and the VPP team to carry forth a wonderful vision 
for our community and surely would love to see more job creation, dollars spent here in Venice, along with a 
place for people to meet! Please move this project forward as it truly has the best intentions and plans for the 
Venice community.

Kind regards,

Karin Wallerstein 
1415 Main Street 
Venice, CA 90291
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

RETHINK YOUR 245 ACTION AND PLEASE SUPORT THE VENICE PLACE 
HOTEL
1 message

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 1:10 PMEva Greene <evagreene99@yahoo.com>
To: "Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org" <councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>
Cc: "len.nguyen@lacity.org" <len.nguyen@lacity.org>, "Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org 
<jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, "krista.kline@lacity.org" <krista.kline@lacity.org>

Dear Mr. Bonin,

I write to you to please support the Venice Place Hotel.

The Venice Place Hotel has received four approvals from the Venice Neighborhood 
Council LUPC, Venice Neighborhood Council Board, City of Los Angeles 
Zoning Administrator and West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission. It is completely 
consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific 
Plan and the Los Angeles Municipal Code. There is no reason why a project like this 
should be suddenly thwarted due to a 245 Action. The 245 Action is archaic and 
undemocratic.

This is a much-needed project that benefits the Venice community and the city of Los 
Angeles.

• It allows visitors to Venice to stay in Venice.
• It allows the city to collect the hotel tax revenue instead of letting it flitter away to 

Marina Del Rey, or Santa Monica and their hotels.
• Its scale and design are an amazing addition yet at the same time, with thoughtful 

consideration to the surrounding community.

The police, fire department, and paramedics get much of their funding from property 
sales, sales taxes and the hotel occupancy tax. I would hope that the city, given how 
broke it appears to currently be, would embrace The Venice Place Hotel that provides 
great balance and care to the surrounding community.

Please rethink your use of this action and allow the democratic process to move forward.

Sincerely,

Eva Greene 
Venice Resident
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September 1, 2020

Planning and Land Use Management Committee
Los Angeles City Council
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 532
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: September 3, 2020 Committee Hearing, Item 11, 2467-2471 South Lincoln Boulevard
(CF 20-0858)

Honorable Members of the Planning and Land Use Management Committee:

We are writing on behalf of our client, the Venice Community Housing Corporation 
(“VCHC”), which is the applicant for the above-referenced permanent supportive housing project 
(the “Project”). The Project responds to the continuing and escalating housing crisis by 
providing much needed affordable housing and associated services to serve young adults 
experiencing homelessness and those experiencing chronic homelessness. On May 28, 2020, 
the City Planning Commission unanimously approved the Project, and found the Project to be 
statutorily and categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”).
We respectfully request that the PLUM Committee recommend that the City Council deny all 
appeals and sustain the unanimous determination of the City Planning Commission approving 
the Project.

The City Planning Commission’s determination approving the Project is based on 
substantial evidence in the record, as set forth in the findings and the administrative record. As 
noted by staff in its response to the appeals, none of the information provided in support of the 
appeals has established that the City Planning Commission erred or abused its discretion.

While all appeals should be denied as recommended by City staff, we provide the 
following additional analysis for the Committee’s consideration, and ask that the City Council 
adopt the following additional findings in support of the Commission’s Project approval:

1. The Project is a Supportive Housing Project within the meaning of Government Code 
Section 65651(a) and is subject to the statutory protections of Government Code Section 65650 
et seq.

2. The City may only require the Project to comply with written, objective, standards and 
policies. Government Code Section 65651(b)(1).

Los Angeles New York Chicago Nashville Washington, DC San Francisco Beijing Hong Kong www.loeb.com

For the United States offices, a limited liability partnership including professional corporations. For Hong Kong office, a limited liability partnership.
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3. Government Code Section 65653(a) mandates that local government shall approve a 
supportive housing development that complies with the applicable requirements of Government 
Code Sections 65650 - 66656.

4. Government Code Section 65654 prohibits local government from imposing any 
minimum parking requirements for the units occupied by supportive housing residents if the 
supportive housing development is located within one-half mile of a public transit stop The 
Project is located on Venice Boulevard and is well within the required one-half mile of a public 
transit stop.

The Project is Protected by State Law (Government Code Sections 65650 - 65656)

The Project is a Supportive Housing Project entitled to the protections of Government 
Code Section 65950 et seq. The State legislature enacted Government Code Section 65650 et 
seq. to address homelessness by facilitating and expediting the delivery of permanent 
supportive housing. Among other things, this statute establishes permanent supportive housing 
as a “by right” use that is subject only to objective standards and policies. Under the statute, 
“[sjupportive housing shall be a use by right in zones where multifamily and mixed uses are 
permitted, including nonresidential zones permitting multifamily uses where the requirements of 
§65651 (a) are met."

Significantly, Section 65653 expressly states that local governments "shall approve a 
supportive housing development that complies with the applicable requirements of this article." 
Moreover, in light of the dire statewide need for supportive housing, Section 65653 mandates 
that local government, such as the City, complete their review of applications for supportive 
housing projects of 50 or fewer units (such as Project) within 60 days after an application is 
deemed complete. In this regard, and while appreciate the hard work of City staff and the 
unique problems created by the COVID-19 pandamic, the City’s approval of the Project has not 
met the timelines and is overdue.

While the City may impose standards and policies on permanent supportive housing 
projects, those standards must be objective. The City "may require a supportive housing 
development subject to this article to comply with objective, written development standards and 
policies; provided, however, that the development shall only be subject to the objective 
standards and policies that apply to other multifamily development in the same zone.” Gov. 
Code § 65651(b)(1) (emphasis added). In addition, the objective standards cannot “[preclude 
or limit the ability of a developer to seek a density bonus, including any concessions, incentives 
or waivers of development standards, from the local government pursuant to Section 65915.” 
Gov. Code § 65655.

While, as discussed below, the City Planning Commission’s findings regarding the 
Project’s compatibility with other properties and uses are supported by substantial evidence, 
state law prohibits the City from applying subjective standards to the Project, or from denying it 
based on subjective standards. Therefore, as a matter of law, the City Council is precluded 
from overturning the City Planning Commission’s determination based on appellant’s subjective 
arguments regarding “compatibility” with other properties or uses.
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State Law Prohibits the City From Requiring Parking for Permanent Supportive Housing Units

Not only is the Project’s proposed parking waiver supported by the facts set forth in City 
Planning Commission’s findings, but Government Code Section 65654 provides, “[i]f the 
supportive housing development is located within one-half mile of a public transit stop, the local 
government shall not impose any minimum parking requirements for the units occupied by 
supportive housing residents.” The Project is located on Venice Boulevard and is well within the 
required one-half mile of a public transit stop. As noted in the City Planning Commission’s 
findings, the Project is within one-quarter mile of a public transit stop, and thus, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65654, the City is prohibited from imposing any minimum parking 
requirement on the Project’s permanent supportive housing units.

The Project Is Exempt from CEQA Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.27(b)(1)

Appellant Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles (the “Archdiocese”) asserts that 
the Project is not exempt under Public Resources Code Section 21080.27(b)(1) because “the 
project is a mixed use project containing a social service and referral center providing services 
to a broad range of clients in the community beyond the residents of the permanent supportive 
housing.” This narrow reading of the exemption is entirely unsupported by the statute. Public 
Resources Code Section 21080.27(b)(1) broadly provides: “This division does not apply to any 
activity approved by. . . the City of Los Angeles in furtherance of providing . . . supportive 
housing in the City of Los Angeles.” There is no dispute that the project meets the definition of 
“supportive housing,” which definition requires, among other things, that the housing be “linked 
to onsite or offsite services that assist the supportive housing resident in retaining the housing, 
improving their health status, and maximizing their ability to live and, when possible, work in the 
community.” Health & Safety Code 50675.14(b)(2). Nothing in Public Resources Code Section 
21080.27(b)(1) provides that the City’s approval of the Project would cease to be “in furtherance 
of providing . . . supportive housing” because it also extends services to individuals who do not 
live on-site. There is no basis to conclude that the City erred in finding the Project exempt 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.27(b)(1).

The Planning Commission’s Findings Are Supported by Substantial Evidence

While the City is precluded by Government Code Section 65650 et seq. from applying 
subjective standards to the Project or from disapproving the Project based on substantial 
evidence, the appeals provide no compelling basis for the City Council to overturn the City 
Planning Commission’s unanimous approval. The appeals repeatedly rely on subjective 
arguments that the Project is not “compatible” or ‘harmonious” with adjacent or surrounding 
areas and would “adversely affect” other uses. In addition to the fact that these arguments are 
not supported by substantial evidence, these arguments rely on purely subjective assertions, 
which as discussed above cannot provide the basis for denial.

Conclusion

For all of the foregoing reasons, we respectfully request that the City Council reject the 
appeals, uphold the Commission’s unanimous approval of this much needed Project, and adopt
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the additional supportive findings set forth in this letter. We appreciate your consideration and 
look forward to answering any questions at the September 3rd PLUM Committee hearing.

Sincerely,

\
AllafcuLAb!
Partner

Enclosures

Hon. Mike Bonin 
Len Nguyen 
Juliet Oh

cc:
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No to Venice Place Project, Yes to Housing (CF #20-1024 / ZA-2012-3354) | No a Venice 
Place
5 messages

Jeff Baum <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Reply-To: jeffbaum712@gmail.com 
To: clerk.cps@lacity.org

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 5:47 PM

Honorable Members of the Planning and Land Use Management Committee,

Please reject the Venice Place Project and its misuse of the planning code to build a large 
commercial development rather than the housing Venice so desperately needs. Recognizing the 
need for truly mixed use projects that include the housing Venice needs, the Venice Specific 
Plan Code allows for significant lot consolidation for multifamily and mixed use projects while 
significantly limiting lot consolidation for large commercial developments. The developer is trying 
to get past these restrictions and consolidate 8 lots for the proposed 78 room luxury hotel by 
adding only four apartments to the project. This will set a dangerous precedent, allowing 
developers to create large commercial projects without providing the bonafide mixed use 
projects that actually create the housing Venice desperately needs. The PLUM Committee and 
full City Council should veto the decision of the Area Planning Commission and make clear that 
this is NOT a mixed use project. We must make clear that lot consolidation, as is evident in the 
Specific Plan is only allowed when there are real housing opportunities.

ESPANOL

Le escribo para objetar los cambios de ultima hora del Departamento de Planificacion en el 
proyecto Venice Place. Estas violaciones ridiculas del proceso y el procedimiento de la ciudad 
deben ser rechazadas por la Comision de Planificacion del Area de West LA. La Carta de 
Decision dijo que este proyecto fue aprobado como proyecto como un hotel de apartamentos, 
que no permite alquileres a corto plazo. Los miembros de la comunidad han estado luchando 
contra la proliferacion de alquileres a corto plazo y el stock de viviendas PARA Venice durante 
anos. Ahora, en el ultimo minuto, el personal de la ciudad esta ayudando a desarrollador a 
cambiar las aprobaciones para convertirlo en un hotel. No permita este abuso atroz de nuestro 
proceso de planificacion a favor del desarrollo comercial. Defienda la transparencia en el 
proceso de desarrollo.

Jeff Baum
jeffbaum712@gmail.com 
2498 glencoe avenue 
Venice , California 90291

Jonah Breslau <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Reply-To: jonah.breslau@gmail.com 
To: clerk.cps@lacity.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0yXtsZrngcdrWmkxdK12kXQGU2cvzoAkAZ5XYdMtTp-o-zy/u/0?ik=5c67953004&view=pt&search=all&permthid...

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 7:02 PM

1/5

mailto:info@email.actionnetwork.org
mailto:jeffbaum712@gmail.com
mailto:clerk.cps@lacity.org
mailto:jeffbaum712@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2498+glencoe+avenue%0D%0A+Venice+,+California+90291?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:info@email.actionnetwork.org
mailto:jonah.breslau@gmail.com
mailto:clerk.cps@lacity.org
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0yXtsZrngcdrWmkxdK12kXQGU2cvzoAkAZ5XYdMtTp-o-zy/u/0?ik=5c67953004&view=pt&search=all&permthid


9/3/2020 City of Los Angeles Mail - No to Venice Place Project, Yes to Housing (CF #20-1024 / ZA-2012-3354) | No a Venice Place

Honorable Members of the Planning and Land Use Management Committee,

Please reject the Venice Place Project and its misuse of the planning code to build a large 
commercial development rather than the housing Venice so desperately needs. Recognizing the 
need for truly mixed use projects that include the housing Venice needs, the Venice Specific 
Plan Code allows for significant lot consolidation for multifamily and mixed use projects while 
significantly limiting lot consolidation for large commercial developments. The developer is trying 
to get past these restrictions and consolidate 8 lots for the proposed 78 room luxury hotel by 
adding only four apartments to the project. This will set a dangerous precedent, allowing 
developers to create large commercial projects without providing the bonafide mixed use 
projects that actually create the housing Venice desperately needs. The PLUM Committee and 
full City Council should veto the decision of the Area Planning Commission and make clear that 
this is NOT a mixed use project. We must make clear that lot consolidation, as is evident in the 
Specific Plan is only allowed when there are real housing opportunities.

ESPANOL

Le escribo para objetar los cambios de ultima hora del Departamento de Planificacion en el 
proyecto Venice Place. Estas violaciones ridiculas del proceso y el procedimiento de la ciudad 
deben ser rechazadas por la Comision de Planificacion del Area de West LA. La Carta de 
Decision dijo que este proyecto fue aprobado como proyecto como un hotel de apartamentos, 
que no permite alquileres a corto plazo. Los miembros de la comunidad han estado luchando 
contra la proliferacion de alquileres a corto plazo y el stock de viviendas PARA Venice durante 
anos. Ahora, en el ultimo minuto, el personal de la ciudad esta ayudando a desarrollador a 
cambiar las aprobaciones para convertirlo en un hotel. No permita este abuso atroz de nuestro 
proceso de planificacion a favor del desarrollo comercial. Defienda la transparencia en el 
proceso de desarrollo.

Jonah Breslau 
jonah.breslau@gmail.com 
1835 1/2 Carmona Ave 
Los Angeles, California 90019

Nipon Apichonkit <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Reply-To: sherlockandjenny2013@gmail.com 
To: clerk.cps@lacity.org

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 7:05 PM

Honorable Members of the Planning and Land Use Management Committee,
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Please reject the Venice Place Project and its misuse of the planning code to build a large 
commercial development rather than the housing Venice so desperately needs. Recognizing the 
need for truly mixed use projects that include the housing Venice needs, the Venice Specific 
Plan Code allows for significant lot consolidation for multifamily and mixed use projects while 
significantly limiting lot consolidation for large commercial developments. The developer is trying 
to get past these restrictions and consolidate 8 lots for the proposed 78 room luxury hotel by 
adding only four apartments to the project. This will set a dangerous precedent, allowing 
developers to create large commercial projects without providing the bonafide mixed use 
projects that actually create the housing Venice desperately needs. The PLUM Committee and 
full City Council should veto the decision of the Area Planning Commission and make clear that 
this is NOT a mixed use project. We must make clear that lot consolidation, as is evident in the 
Specific Plan is only allowed when there are real housing opportunities.
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ESPANOL

Le escribo para objetar los cambios de ultima hora del Departamento de Planificacion en el 
proyecto Venice Place. Estas violaciones ridiculas del proceso y el procedimiento de la ciudad 
deben ser rechazadas por la Comision de Planificacion del Area de West LA. La Carta de 
Decision dijo que este proyecto fue aprobado como proyecto como un hotel de apartamentos, 
que no permite alquileres a corto plazo. Los miembros de la comunidad han estado luchando 
contra la proliferacion de alquileres a corto plazo y el stock de viviendas PARA Venice durante 
anos. Ahora, en el ultimo minuto, el personal de la ciudad esta ayudando a desarrollador a 
cambiar las aprobaciones para convertirlo en un hotel. No permita este abuso atroz de nuestro 
proceso de planificacion a favor del desarrollo comercial. Defienda la transparencia en el 
proceso de desarrollo.

Nipon Apichonkit
sherlockandjenny2013@gmail.com
2523 West 74th Street
Los Angeles, California 90043

Pedro Enriquez <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Reply-To: taho_z71@yahoo.com 
To: clerk.cps@lacity.org

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 8:05 PM

Honorable Members of the Planning and Land Use Management Committee,

Please reject the Venice Place Project and its misuse of the planning code to build a large 
commercial development rather than the housing Venice so desperately needs. Recognizing the 
need for truly mixed use projects that include the housing Venice needs, the Venice Specific 
Plan Code allows for significant lot consolidation for multifamily and mixed use projects while 
significantly limiting lot consolidation for large commercial developments. The developer is trying
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to get past these restrictions and consolidate 8 lots for the proposed 78 room luxury hotel by 
adding only four apartments to the project. This will set a dangerous precedent, allowing 
developers to create large commercial projects without providing the bonafide mixed use 
projects that actually create the housing Venice desperately needs. The PLUM Committee and 
full City Council should veto the decision of the Area Planning Commission and make clear that 
this is NOT a mixed use project. We must make clear that lot consolidation, as is evident in the 
Specific Plan is only allowed when there are real housing opportunities.
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ESPANOL

Le escribo para objetar los cambios de ultima hora del Departamento de Planificacion en el 
proyecto Venice Place. Estas violaciones ridiculas del proceso y el procedimiento de la ciudad 
deben ser rechazadas por la Comision de Planificacion del Area de West LA. La Carta de 
Decision dijo que este proyecto fue aprobado como proyecto como un hotel de apartamentos, 
que no permite alquileres a corto plazo. Los miembros de la comunidad han estado luchando 
contra la proliferacion de alquileres a corto plazo y el stock de viviendas PARA Venice durante 
anos. Ahora, en el ultimo minuto, el personal de la ciudad esta ayudando a desarrollador a 
cambiar las aprobaciones para convertirlo en un hotel. No permita este abuso atroz de nuestro 
proceso de planificacion a favor del desarrollo comercial. Defienda la transparencia en el 
proceso de desarrollo.

Pedro Enriquez 
taho_z71@yahoo.com 
933 Venice Bl#1 
Venice, California 90291

Jesus Lopez <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Reply-To: mr.jesus.lopez1972@gmail.com 
To: clerk.cps@lacity.org

Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 12:06 AM

Honorable Members of the Planning and Land Use Management Committee,

Please reject the Venice Place Project and its misuse of the planning code to build a large 
commercial development rather than the housing Venice so desperately needs. Recognizing the 
need for truly mixed use projects that include the housing Venice needs, the Venice Specific 
Plan Code allows for significant lot consolidation for multifamily and mixed use projects while 
significantly limiting lot consolidation for large commercial developments. The developer is trying 
to get past these restrictions and consolidate 8 lots for the proposed 78 room luxury hotel by 
adding only four apartments to the project. This will set a dangerous precedent, allowing 
developers to create large commercial projects without providing the bonafide mixed use 
projects that actually create the housing Venice desperately needs. The PLUM Committee and 
full City Council should veto the decision of the Area Planning Commission and make clear that
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this is NOT a mixed use project. We must make clear that lot consolidation, as is evident in the 
Specific Plan is only allowed when there are real housing opportunities.
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ESPANOL

Le escribo para objetar los cambios de ultima hora del Departamento de Planificacion en el 
proyecto Venice Place. Estas violaciones ridiculas del proceso y el procedimiento de la ciudad 
deben ser rechazadas por la Comision de Planificacion del Area de West LA. La Carta de 
Decision dijo que este proyecto fue aprobado como proyecto como un hotel de apartamentos, 
que no permite alquileres a corto plazo. Los miembros de la comunidad han estado luchando 
contra la proliferacion de alquileres a corto plazo y el stock de viviendas PARA Venice durante 
anos. Ahora, en el ultimo minuto, el personal de la ciudad esta ayudando a desarrollador a 
cambiar las aprobaciones para convertirlo en un hotel. No permita este abuso atroz de nuestro 
proceso de planificacion a favor del desarrollo comercial. Defienda la transparencia en el 
proceso de desarrollo.

Jesus Lopez
mr.jesus.lopez1972@gmail.com
12726 Venice Blvd #11
Los Angeles, Ca., California 90066
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SUPPORTING The Venice Place Project on Abbot Kinney
1 message

From: Ronald Charbonneau <ribitpond@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 7:16 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Ronald Charbonneau 
ribitpond@gmail.com 
5 Westminster Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States
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Please Approve The Venice Place Project!
1 message

From: Rudy Alegre <rudyalegre@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 6:01 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

I am Rudy Alegre and Family waiting and waiting for the final approval for this excellent project!!!!
Please stop appeals and non sense decisions asap.
I live in this area with my Family and Friends since 1997 and came to Venice since 1986 since I moved from Argentina to USA 
and my wife from Scotland to USA. My daughter Samantha was born here and always Love "Venice her Home".
Instead of denying this you should all congratulate everyone involved in the Venice Place Project and give them the final 
approvals Now. They will get more work for locals, more money to Venice and the City of LA and an spectacular new place 
that keeps the old mixed with the new.
In our end, We Support and defend the rights to design and build this amazing place for everyone to enjoy Life.! 
Congratulations to the team of Venice Place Project. Thank you!

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.
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Sincerely,
Rudy Alegre
rudyalegre@gmail.com 4119 Roma Court, Marina Del Rey, CA 90292

1 / 1

chrome-extension://gdanfldekhdgkbmdoeapbgbcpfglkflg/printpage.html 4/8

mailto:rudyalegre@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4119+Roma+Court,+Marina+Del+Rey,+CA+90292?entry=gmail&source=g


9/4/2020 4 emails

Please Approve The Venice Place Project!
1 message

From: Tecla Martini <tpcmartini@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 4:15 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Tecla Martini 
tpcmartini@gmail.com 
547 Grand Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States
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Please Approve The Venice Place Project!
1 message

From: Pietro Martini <emailpietromartini@gmail.com>
To: CityClerk@lacity.org
At: Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 4:14 PM

Dear City Clerk and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It's time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project for the third 
time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice.i P i

SEP!

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant community input and 
resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project's 
impacts, it was approved by the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning 
Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project's multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city planners and 
decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the neighborhood decision-making process, 
disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use proposals, and doesn't serve the interests of the 
broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city 
zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested.

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked with the LAPD 
and LAUSd to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the Los Angeles Business Council and 
over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are very few 
options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the project will provide a mix of 
uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal open space that will benefit the Venice 
community.

The Project's design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides pathways and 
accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied fagade and openness on 
Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings that turn away from the street. With the 
new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than ever for the 
future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good, desperately needed jobs 
for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and thrive, will generate tax revenue to the 
City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor.

So why disregard this project's significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good planning practices 
that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed as appropriate at every step 
through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Pietro Martini
emailpietromartini@gmail.com 
551 Grand Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90291 
United States
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