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Michael Hricak, Architect
561 Grand Boulevard
Venice, CA 90291
hricak@me.com
310 994 1812

September 9, 2020

Venice Place Project
RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

Dear Honorable Councilmembers:

I am writing to strongly support the Venice Place Project.

I have lived in Venice since 1985 and our home is within a short walk of the project. My business has been in
the area since 1984. 

The history of development in our community and indeed across Council District 11 is all too often marked by
fierce, no-growth opposition to reasonable, well designed and conceived projects, lasting sometimes decades,
followed years later, by overdevelopment on the same parcel. Playa Vista was originally 20% the size of the
project that was eventually built. Those of us paying attention look back at those original projects and think “if
only …” 

This is a thoughtful project that is a result of a process of listening, responding and accommodating residents’
needs and respecting neighborhood concerns. This project would be built “by right” as opposed to the
collection of projects being built elsewhere in LA tainted by scandal and wrongdoing. The developer has
enlisted a local, talented, architect who has assembled a design team and has fashioned a unique environment
that is a noteworthy solution to the multiple demands of commerce, culture and community.

As a result of less skilled hands, I could imagine not supporting this project. However, the promise of what has
been achieved here, how this project performs, how it looks, how its scale, massing, character and design all
reflect its surroundings has earned my enthusiastic support.

I consider this project to be an act of faith in the future of Abbot Kinney Boulevard, which has seen its share of
turmoil, both highs and lows. AKB could really use this project at this time. This project would join the ranks of
other handsome, well done, projects that have added to the character and spirit of Abbot Kinney Boulevard
over the years.

I urge that this project be approved, “as is,” and look forward to its completion. 

Sincerely,

Michael Hricak, FAIA
Architect
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