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Dear Honorable Council members,
Again I write to ask you to either deny approval outright for the hotel and retail development known as The 
Venice Place Project or veto it and send it back to the WLA Planning Commission for further review and 
community input.

The Venice community has opposed this project since it was first proposed 8 years ago. In that time, the 
developers have done little to address community concerns that have been brought up over and over again.

Please Address the bullet points in my June 30 email below:

June 30, 2020

Dear West L.A. Area Planning Commissioners:

We have lived in Venice since 1988 and have watched it become over-developed and McMansion- 
ed. We understand that Abbott Kinney is a source of tax revenue, and a tourist attraction along 
with the beach. However, this 70,000 square foot, 84-room apartment hotel on Abbott Kinney Blvd 
in Venice is ill-conceived on so many levels.

We urge you to oppose the "Venice Place" project: it's the wrong project for this site and for 
our resident families and the physical layout of that neighborhood and its streets. Please 
answer the questions below as stewards of this neighborhood and its residents:

• -It is vastly out-of-scale for the neighborhood, and ties an unprecedented 8 lots together - A bad 
precedent re: the coastal land use plan that allows a maximum of 3 lots. Why would the City of 
Los Angeles Planning Department approve the construction given that existing restriction?

• -It is across from a large elementary school, and will be selling alcohol from 7a.m.-1.a.m., both 
on-site and for take-away. The road separating that alcohol and the strangers consuming it is only 
two lanes plus median lane - why would you approve the introduction of strangers and alcohol into 
a congested area where children are present Mondav-Fridav. and on a busy commercial street 
that is already dangerous for the school families and others who must cross it?

• -The project would drastically increase the traffic on already-busy Abbott Kinney. The lack of an 
ample hotel loading area would force hotel service and delivery trucks to park in the middle of 
Abbott Kinney, encouraging traffic to swerve, possibly into already-hard-to-see crosswalks, 
pedestrians and cyclists. How will the developers alleviate this dangerous issue?

• -On-site parking is valet only via dangerously narrow and Electric Ave. Patrons waiting to park 
will be backed up into the neighborhood, or worse yet, patrons will park on neighborhood streets 
already strapped for resident parking. What will the developers do to alleviate this certain log-jam?

• - Please reject this harmful project. Can they put it somewhere else? if not, why not?

Sincerely,
Janet and Jim Kotos
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