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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 31,2020 11:08 AM

Honorable Councilmembers and City Staff:
On behalf of The Venice Place Project, scheduled to be on the Sept. 3 PLUM Committee meeting agenda, 
please see attached support letters.

Thank you.
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From: Tami Pardee <tamiprivate@haltonpardee.com>
Date: August 29, 2020 at 9:21:46 PM PDT
To: MIKE BONIN <mike.bonin@lacity.org>, Cecilia Castillo-Mike Bonins Office 
<cecilia.castillo@lacity.org>
Cc: Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org
Subject: Venice Hotel - AK

Mike,

I received news that you surpassed and deemed null and void all of the community support 
and approvals for the Venice Hotel Project on AK? Is this true? I am curious because you 
looked me over 5 years ago at dinner and told me you 100% supported this project. To 
reengage your memory, it was the night you were at my house with Jordan from TSA, Ron 
Radziner and Laura Kasisto from the Wall Street Journal. You might remember the night, it 
was beautiful- the power was out the candles lit up my home and we all talked about 
Venice - it was symbolic, trading power for candlelight- bringing light into the darkness- 
old yet new.

I was happy to know you supported this project then, as I feel it is a very community 
involved and evolved plan. I told people about your support that you voiced to me. I/they 
were delighted.

With the world at a standstill, hope and forward movement is essential for Venice to get 
back on its feet- the community not only wants it- we need it.

Is it true you are stopping it? I am confused and concerned.

I know integrity is important to you and I don't want to be caught in a gossip circle. 
Therefore, I thought I would come straight to you. Please let me know- If their is any truth 
to this rumor- I hope it is just that- a rumor.

In gratitude, 
Tami

TAMI HALTON PARDEE
Founder, CEO

Included in The 500 Most Influential People in Los Angeles 
Ranked #50 in Los Angeles Women-Owned Businesses
As seen in The Los Angeles Business Journal

Member of Santa Monica Bay YPO

310.600.7217 mobile 
310.907.6517 office 
tami@haltonpardee.com 
haltonpardee.com 
DRE #01421451
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M Gmail Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

RE: VENICE PLACE PROJECT
3 messages

RON CHARBONNEAU <ribitpond@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember Mike Bonin <councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>
Cc: "Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, "krista.kline@lacity.org" 
<krista.kline@lacity.org>, "len.nguyen@lacity.org" <len.nguyen@lacity.org>

Fri, Aug 28,2020 at 3:48 PM

I am a long-term Venice resident of over 40 years who enthusiastically supports this project and has 
participated in the many community meetings over the years with great interest. I am perplexed on this latest 
development that seems to subvert the long permitting process with the APC, City of Los Angeles Zoning, 
West Los Angeles Planning and the Coastal zone. Investment in the local community that incorporates 
existing structures into its design and significantly improves the pedestrian appearance along Electric Avenue 
would be a welcome improvement to our neighborhood.

I look to your office to promote the best interests of Venice moving into the future. Careful planning and a 
great deal of energy has been invested in the formulation and modification of the Venice Place Project to 
accommodate concerns of scale and height. In these uncertain times, Venice needs positive energy and 
creative change. We must build and hope for the future.

I anticipate and welcome your support to move this project forward to its conclusion.

Sincerely,

Ronald Charbonneau 
5 Westminster Avenue 
Venice CA 90291

RON CHARBONNEAU <ribitpond@gmail.com> Fri, Aug 28,2020 at 4:29 PM
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

VENICE PLACE PROJECT
2 messages

Pamela London <pamelainvenice@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org 
Bcc: theveniceplace@gmail.com

Fri, Aug 28,2020 at 4:33 PM

I have lived a few blocks from this project on Westminster Avenue in Venice for 40 
years. I have followed the Project development, gone to many community discussions 
and meetings. I have supported it through the City's planning process for eight years. 
The developers of this project have responded to the concerns of the community and 
worked hard to create a project that would integrate some existing structures along with 
the new. The Project will improve the appearance and pedestrian access on Electric 
Avenue, which I think is a great idea!
I don’t understand why there is an unnecessary obstruction to the progress of this 
project when it has already been approved by the Venice Neighborhood Council LUPC, 
Venice Neighborhood Council Board, City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator and 
West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission. The proposed project is consistent with 
the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the 
Los Angeles Municipal Code.
This has been an eight year process that has entailed an immense amount of hard work 
and involvement with the community. It has won the hearts of many of us here in Venice 
that are thrilled about it! I acknowledge and applaud the integrity of the developers of 
this project and how they have listened to and worked hard for the community to create 
this exciting beautiful project.
As our elected representative I expect you to listen to the voices of the people of Venice 
that have supported this project for a long time! It’s time to embrace a vision for the 
future of Venice that will benefit us all. There have been ENOUGH hearings and delays. 
People have been heard and changes were made. It is time to move forward!
I respectfully ask you to please approve this project!!!

Thank you,
Pamela London 
5 Westminster Ave 
Venice, CA
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Your 245 action on the Venice Place Project
2 messages

Grant Nassif <gsn777@gmail.com>
To: "councilmember.bonin@lacity.org" <councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>
Cc: "krista.kline@lacity.org" <krista.kline@lacity.org>, "jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"len.nguyen@lacity.org" <len.nguyen@lacity.org>

Fri, Aug 28,2020 at 5:59 PM

Dear Councilman Bonin,

Like many other Venice residents, I have paid close attention to new development projects to ensure that the 
spirit of our city stays intact. I was made aware of the Venice Place Project a couple years ago and its 
landmark location on Abbott Kinney. I was very pleased when I heard that this project had been approved at 
the Area Planning Commission.

I then heard about your recent action to disrupt the project.

After researching the full history of the project, it became very clear to me that the developers have made the 
right move at every decision point. They have engaged the community, they have listened to concerns, they 
have made changes based on these concerns and received the support of the community. It is rare that a 
group would spend the time and resources to ensure that the community is both supportive of and excited 
about a development.

Following the numerous community meetings and approvals, it was shocking to me to see this action taken. It 
entirely undermines what I view to be a successful community collaboration. With failings of government and 
community action happening all around us, I had hoped Venice was a place where logic and process still had 
value.

We now sit amidst a global pandemic and soaring unemployment. The Venice Place Project will pour in 
millions of dollars of investment and create new jobs in the heart of Venice. Personally, I was looking forward 
to inviting friends and family to visit me in Venice and stay at a beautiful new hotel on AK. I urge you to let this 
process continue on the course that was determined by the Community, the Venice Neighborhood Council 
LUPC, the Venice Neighborhood Council Board, the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator and the West 
Los Angeles Area Planning Commission.

Looking forward to the future of Venice,

Grant Nassif

438 S Venice Blvd, Venice, CA 90291
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M Gmail Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmaii.com>

Venice Place Project
1 message

Danny <quarterpro@aol.com>
To: councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.ord

Sat, Aug 29, 2020 at 11:15 PM

To Council Member Mike Bonin; and all of the City Council;

To begin with Council Member Bonin:

You evoking Section 245 on the Venice Place Project after more than 8 years of project members working 
with the community; by the community; with complete transparency; is an act that is so uncommon that you 
are abusing your position as our Council Member! This project has achieved approval by all relevant parties. 
The community supports it a lot more than you can imagine, because typically people that oppose a project 
put more effort into getting the project rejected than supporting parties, this is a known fact. You have no valid 
reason to do this except for acting like a bully in a schoolyard. Well, guess what Council Member Bonin, this is 
no schoolyard , this is our neighborhood, not yours even though you pretend like you care about Venice it's in 
your district, but as a Venetian all I can see is Venice has gotten worse , much worse since you began 
representing us! In this time of high unemployment, somewhere near 20 million people looking for work, Covid 
19, racial protests, etc... Venice needs the Venice Place Project! Jobs, Hotel Rooms, another market, it's 
clearly evident that all this is beneficial to Venice! You are working to represent us, your for work us, and we 
have spoken and all the relevant parties have approved The Venice Place project! You envoking section 245 
is completely against any ethical standards, especially after more than eight years of community outreach. It 
not like you just heard about this and haven't had time to evaluate this and talk with other Council Members, 
the planning commission , the Coastal Commission. With all due respect you have these Commissioners on 
speed dial. You have complete and unfettered access to these people, much more than an average Venetian 
. And it still got approved in spite of your obvious personal opposition to the Venice Place Project. Thing is you 
work for us, you had your chances to stop this project, your complete access to Commission, but we want it, 
so no matter your own personal vendetta against the Venice Place Project , it's your job, your moral obligation 
to let it be built already ! Its not your job to go against your constituents wishes and all the commissions 
involved voted approvals ! In fact , members of your own commission believe there should be no Section 245! 
Why because it gives one person too much power to control things after due process has already been 
completed. Just like a bully . Council Member Bonin, Please do your job and Monday morning August 31st 
withdraw your Section 245 . Stop acting like a bully !

On another note Council Member Bonin, you promised to clean up all the Venice homeless encampments as 
part of the approval of the temporary housing project between Main Street and Pacific, the former MTA lot I 
believe, well what have you done?Venice is worse than ever in this regard and new encampments keep 
forming, Venice is more dangerous now, more crime now than 4 years ago, eight years ago, use whatever 
number you want, I have lived here 27 years and it's worse than it ever has been during that time. Keep your 
promises Council Member Bonin, dismantle these encampments, make Venice safer! And allow us to build 
projects that clearly enhance Venice.

Sincerely,

Danny Rojany, Margarita Rojany, Liam Rojany, Hanna Rojany, Noah Rojany (all Venetians) 
637 Olive Avenue 
Venice, CA 90291 
310 890-9300
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Sent from my iPad
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M Gmail Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmaii.com>

Support for The Venice Place Project
1 message

Katie Arnoldi <katiearnoldi@mac.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Sun, Aug 30, 2020 at 11:27 AM

Council member Bonin,

I am writing in support of the Venice Place Project. I, and over 800 other community members, have spent 
the last eight years championing this development because I think it will benefit the Venice area by bringing 
jobs and added commerce to ALL of the commercial ventures in the area. I love the thoughtful and 
appropriate design which incorporates the old classic Venice building with the new contemporary addition.
The sidewalk and landscaping on Electric with public pathways to Abbot Kinney will be a great addition for the 
entire neighborhood. There is absolutely no reason why this project should not move forward.

I am frustrated and angry that you have stepped in at the last minute and stopped Venice Place after they 
have spent eight long years of compiling with every single condition laid out by the Area Planning 
Commission. Why would you do that? You are not only shutting down a valuable and approved 
development, you are taking my tax dollars and to reexamine this issue. Where were you 8 years ago? 
There is absolutely no valid reason for you to be doing this.

I strongly urge you to step down and allow this project to be built. Venice Place Project is the poster child for 
responsible development and would be a great asset to this community at large.

Sincerely,
Katie Arnoldi 
721 Hampton Drive 
Venice, CA 90291
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M Gmail Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmaii.com>

The Venice Place Project
1 message

Charles Arnoldi <carnoldi@me.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Sun, Aug 30, 2020 at 12:54 PM

Dear Council Member Bonin,
My name is Charles Arnoldi and I have been living in Venice since 1969. My studio at 721 Hampton Drive 
and is within a half a block of this project. I have witnessed a lot of changes over the years and seen a lot of 
development, both good and bad. In my opinion, The Venice Place Project is one of the best proposals that 
has come along in years. Our community would greatly benefit from this sensitively designed and 
aesthetically pleasing hotel and restaurant complex. Not only would the hotel bring added jobs, it would allow 
people to come and stay on Abbot Kinney which would be great for ALL the businesses and restaurants in the 
area.

I have a lot of friends in Venice and we are all unanimous in supporting this project. I am shocked that you 
would step in at the last moment and undo the eight long years of hard work that these people have put in to 
comply with the Area Planning Commission. It does not make sense and you are not representing the wishes 
of this community at large. I ask that you reconsider your position and join the majority of people in Venice 
by supporting and approving this project. I am a voting taxpayer and I will be watching your decision closely.

Charles Arnoldi 
721 Hampton Drive 
Venice, CA 90291
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

SUPPORT for the Venice Place Project
2 messages

Hollie Stenson <hollie.stenson@me.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org, mike.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Fri, Aug 28,2020 at 5:06 PM

Mike,

Your move to enact motion 245 in regards to the Venice Place Project is VERY confusing, and moreover, 
super frustrating.

I've always defended you (where your approval rating is slipping mightily in Venice) because I understand you 
have a tough job, and it’s even tougher to please all of your constituents all of the time. Trust me, I got just a 
rare slice of it being on the Venice Neighborhood Council for 3 years, so I can only imagine what you deal 
with.

But this?? This is a flat-out, utter and blatant disregard for WHAT YOUR CONSTITUENTS WANT.

I, along with over 800+ Venetian community supporters, have supported this project in its over 8 year process 
of MANY (and might I mention, ALL needed approvals) and was thrilled to see it finally get going into its next 
phase of planning.

Now this?? This is absurdity, and I'm disappointed in you.

I would die to know who got your ear on this one....was it the unhinged Margaret Malloys of the world? 
Certainly whoever pushed you to make this ridiculous decision was one of those very few, general squeaky 
wheels in Venice (I know them all by name, shall I go on?) who somehow managed to bend your ear on this. 
And they are few, especially in comparison to the many supporters of the project.

Either that, or you’re simply not doing your job of ACCURATELY represented the needs and desires of your 
constituents on this.

We need this hotel, we WANT this hotel, they’ve complied, abided, changed, rearranged, amended, 
LISTENED, changed again (you get the picture) until they’ve literally come up with the epitome of a perfect 
project that makes most of all Venetians happy and excited to have this project finally come to fruition.

I'm one who always voted against projects when I was on the VNC who didn’t abide by the Venice Specific 
Plan and the Coastal Commission, or even the LA Municipal Code for that matter. But this complies with all!

Mike, do the right thing. Let this go and be in peace.

VOTE YES ON THE VENICE PLACE PROJECT.

My best,

Hollie Stenson 
1309 Main St.
Venice, CA 90291
Former VNC Board member who voted in favor of this project TWICE.
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Hollie Stenson
m: 310.729.4071 
e: hollie.stenson@me.com

G3 View my profile
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Common Ground in Venice and Venice Place Project
2 messages

Rabbi Lori <rabbilori@opentemple.org>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Sat, Aug 29, 2020 at 12:03 PM

Dear Mike,

I am writing to you during my quiet time on Shabbat from a personal place; inviting a heart-centered 
conversation about the Venice Place Project. I read that you exercised your right as Councilman to reverse 
the decision of the Area Planning Commission. When I saw this I became filled with sorrow and confusion. 
I'd like to share some thoughts with you about these feelings.

As a deeply invested resident of Venice, land owner on Electric Avenue, as well as clergy caring for the 
community - through their dreams, illness and grief -, I keep somewhat of a pulse on what is going on in 
Venice. I have regular conversations with Laddie Williams, Naomi Nightengale, and Elaine Irwin - seeing if we 
can create a Common Ground and engage in courageous conversations around race and space. I am also in 
regular conversation with Joelle Dumas, Jim Murez, Sue Kaplan, Linda Lucks as well as Dan Abrams and 
David Hertz about the Venice Place Project’s impact on the local community. As you can see by these lists, 
representing two different building controversies in Venice, I am not looking to take sides -1 really am here to 
listen to everyone. I find myself interested in the changemakers - people on the frontlines of our changing 
community, people who are invested, people who can have impact, people who will help build our future 
through these dramatic times. I am most of all curious about difference, and wonder how we can get both 
sides to the table to find common ground and move forward together.

My concern, Mike, is that your privilege as councilman disrupted our ability to move these gentle 
conversations towards common ground for the long term stakeholders in Venice. Not only in the case of The 
Venice Place Project, but for future projects as well - the Westminster Church’s fate, the Reese/Davidson 
Center and future projects beyond these. By exercising your authority as Councilman, you diminished our 
community’s capacity to engage in these courageous conversations and find middle ground through our own 
hard work of communication and relationship building.

I am available to talk with you more, and hear your thoughts on this matter. I know that we have had some 
personal conversations about what is happening in Venice recently. I believe in your heart and best 
intentions. It is not an easy time to be a leader.

That being said, I am truly confused by this one. I know Dan Abrams personally, and have studied the project 
over these past 8 years, and watched as Dan adjusted his vision to work with the city and his neighbors.
While I know that no project is perfect, I do believe that Dan’s project will enhance the community and create 
an anchor for Venice. Since the loss of Hal’s, Canal Club, Abbot’s Habit, and so many other beloved Venice 
common areas that served as local “watering holes," Venice has lost spaces for the Commons. And with the 
loss of these spaces, we lost the ability to meet one another, disagree with one another, and most importantly 
build relationships. I believe that vision put forth for The Venice Place Project promises to create not only an 
anchor for those who live in Venice, but a dynamic center for those visiting, a Commons where Venice old and 
new can commingle and find our footing for a future, together.

One final thought: while The Venice Place project is wildly different in its value proposition, I perceive it as 
sharing many of the controversies as the Reese Davidson project. Both projects are being “run down the field 
by the city and overstepping community buy-in. I feel very confused that one project should be green-lit so
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effortlessly (overstepping CEQA through loopholes, standing in contradiction to Federal Historic standards 
and similar criticisms of scale that The Venice Place Project is receiving); while the other project is being shut 
down. In both cases, the community input seems to be put on the back burner and due process undermined. 
Mike, I know that you don’t work in a vacuum. I think I am writing to ask: What is going on?

Thank you for your time and consideration. Personally and for the record: I am in favor of both projects. That 
being said, I will continue to listen to both sides with compassion and as a builder of common ground.

With deep care and even deeper respect for leading through this time,
Lori

Sent from my iPad
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