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The Venice Place Project - New Support letters

Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 9, 2020 9:22 AM

Honorable Councilmembers and City Staff:

Please see the attached support letters for The Venice Place Project which is on today's PLUM Committee 
meeting agenda.

Thank you.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

The Venice Place Project.
3 messages

Chris Moore <cmoore@thernediafarrn.corn>
To: "Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org" <Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>
Cc: "len.nguyen@lacity.org" <len.nguyen@lacity.org>, "Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" 
<Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, "krista.kline@lacity.org" <krista.kline@lacity.org>

Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 3:34 PM

Dear Councilmember Bonin,

We met a few times regarding the Rustic Canyon Park and other SMCCA issues. I was president after 
George Wolfberg and he and I always found you reasonable and clear on your positions. I will miss George 
and his trust in the city system. He pushed all of us to be better, as they say. I always felt you were someone 
trying to be better. Though I live in Rustic Canyon, not Venice, I’m still in your district, and this move to use 
your right to declare a 245 Action with regards to The Venice Place Project really concerns me.

First, I lived in Venice for quite a while and still spend a lot of time there both socially and for business. I think 
the project will be a great thing for Venice and we need investment and economic activity especially at this 
time. Yes, I have been following it because I love it and I am friends with many of the supporters. But this 
does not detract from my deep concern for your style of governing as seen through this open attempt to block 
something approved by the city.

I'm confused and frustrated as to why this project wouldn’t be allowed to go forward as approved by the APC 
and the other decision-makers that have been involved. It seems like the project team has done everything 
right and everything that’s been asked of them over a very long process, and that a lot of locals want the 
project to happen. My understanding is that, unlike many projects that get approved, they are not even asking 
for any variances or exceptions to the code. In fact, the team is progressive and responsible. This project 
could lead the way as an example of how to do it right.

But more importantly, if you as a council member can obstruct a project like this in Venice that has no 
variances or exceptions and has gone through the community and city process getting nothing but approvals 
and tons of support, you can do it to a project in Rustic Canyon or other parts of your district, too. And I think 
that’s absolutely wrong, and it worries me. In addition, the lack of transparency as to why you are obstructing 
this process and why you are waiting until now to make this move is unsettling concerning your management 
style.

I’m really involved in my community, and my wife and I teach our kids to be active and engaged citizens. If we 
had something we had helped shape through the process, with a lot of other people taking time out of their 
lives to write letters and go to hearings to express their support, and it got approved at every level, and then 
you obstructed it like you’re doing with this project, we’d be really upset. I have to imagine that’s how a lot of 
your Venice constituents feel right now.
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This feels like a steamroll of what was an exemplary process, and a blatant disregard of a lot of people’s time 
and effort. If you care so much or are against it, at least be open and honest about it so your concerns can be 
fairly heard and remedied. As I would say to my kids, there is something fishy going on here. It seems you 
need to explain yourself and give the team a fair chance, or you need to trust the process that has approved 
this development and finally give it your support.

I hope you’ll reconsider your decision on this project, and help it move forward.

Respectfully,

Chris Moore

7 Latimer Road

90402

310 729-9600
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

VENICE PLACE PROJECT
1 message

Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 2:40 PMPamela London <pamelainvenice@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

I would like a RESPONSE to my letter below from 8/28. I would like to know why you are 
having another hearing after this project has been approved at every level so far! It’s 
gone through enough hearings and everyone had their voices heard already! Enough of 
this! It is time to move this project forward! We 100% support and believe that it will 
enhance the neighborhood and is a wonderful project!

I have lived a few blocks from this project on Westminster Avenue in Venice for 40 
years. I have followed the Project development, gone to many community discussions 
and meetings. I have supported it through the City's planning process for eight years. 
The developers of this project have responded to the concerns of the community and 
worked hard to create a project that would integrate some existing structures along with 
the new. The Project will improve the appearance and pedestrian access on Electric 
Avenue, which I think is a great idea!
I don’t understand why there is an unnecessary obstruction to the progress of this 
project when it has already been approved by the Venice Neighborhood Council LUPC, 
Venice Neighborhood Council Board, City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator and 
West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission. The proposed project is consistent with 
the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the 
Los Angeles Municipal Code.
This has been an eight year process that has entailed an immense amount of hard work 
and involvement with the community. It has won the hearts of many of us here in Venice 
that are thrilled about it! I acknowledge and applaud the integrity of the developers of 
this project and how they have listened to and worked hard for the community to create 
this exciting beautiful project.
As our elected representative I expect you to listen to the voices of the people of Venice 
that have supported this project for a long time! It’s time to embrace a vision for the 
future of Venice that will benefit us all. There have been ENOUGH hearings and delays. 
People have been heard and changes were made. It is time to move forward!
I respectfully ask you to please approve this project!!!

Thank you,
Pamela London 
5 Westminster Ave 
Venice, CA
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Venice Place Project & 245 Action
1 message

Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 6:17 PMRobert Gomez <rpgmez@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org 
Bcc: theveniceplace@gmail.com

Hi Councilmember Bonin,

I am reaching out regarding the Venice Place project and your 245 action on it. As a West LA resident, I find 
this completely irresponsible on your part to not be fully involved in the process as you should have been, and 
then try to overturn the community and public approvals of this project. I have been following the project for 
quite some time, and have attended multiple hearings in support of it, and I can say definitively that the 
community is behind this project, as evidenced by the far greater number of supportive public statements than 
otherwise.

As a representative of the community, I urge you to act accordingly. This project has been approved time and 
time again by the Venice Neighborhood COuncil LUPC, the Venice Neighborhood Council BOard, the City of 
LA Zoning Administrator, and the West LA Area Planning Commission. I sincerely hope you revisit your 
obstructionist behavior toward a thoughtful project that will bring jobs and economic vitality to the 
neighborhood, especially during a pandemic that has seen thousands of Angelenos lose their jobs. The 
project has played by the rules, and gone through the necessary channels, and you are blatantly disregarding 
the process, which feels like an abuse of power, and frankly, is highly disrespectful to the people who have 
put their time and effort into this project - that includes not only the developer and their team, but the 
community who has continuously supported it.

I will be attending Thursday's PLUM meeting, where I hope the Venice Place project receives its rightful 
approval (once again).

Thank you,

Robert Gomez 
8300 Manitoba 
Los Angeles, CA 90293
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Support for the Venice Place Project from a constituent
2 messages

Tue, Sep 1,2020 at 10:18 PMBarton Sidles <bsidles@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org 
Bcc: theveniceplace@gmail.com

Dear Council Member Bonin,

You probably do not remember meeting me in the past. The last time was at Uber's offices for an event over a 
year ago (we had a pleasant short conversation). I know you meet many constituents and constantly (prior to 
Covid-19) "shake hands and kiss babies"; therefore, one more face and conversation blends in with the 
others.
My partner and i are fans of yours... or should say 'were'.

I normally consider your judgement and position on issues to be aligned with mine. But when I read about you 
asserting jurisdiction to enact basically a unilateral decision to override numerous planning processes and 
approvals related to the Venice Place Project on Abbot Kinney, I was appalled.
I thought you and other like minded political leaders were above the authoritarian actions that we are sadly 
falling victim to by national leaders. Please dont go there.

I believe that approvals for such developments are required and part of the process, but have those not 
already been done?... extensively and properly over the last 8 years?

Please do not be the emblem of creating or supporting more bureaucracy than what is needed. Especially 
during these very strained and challenging times.

I implore you to support this project... not just because of the documented support and approvals from 
the Venice Neighborhood Council LUPC, the Venice Neighborhood Council Board, the City of Los Angeles 
Zoning Administrator and West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission not to mention endorsements by the 
Venice Chamber of Commerce and the Los Angeles Business Council, rather for the reason in that i want to 
continue to believe in you ....to know that you will make the right decision.

Please support the Venice Place Project with all your passion that i know you have in you and help get this 
project approved (without unnecessary delay or burden on all parties (developers or tax payers)).

So much work has gone into this Project and all seem to be in agreement with huge community support.
I thank you in advance for your additional support and i look forward to reflecting back on this with you at 
some future event.

Many thanks.
Best,
Barton Sidles
4211 Redwood Ave #402
Los Angeles, CA 90066
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This email (including any attachments to it) is confidential, may be legally privileged, and is subject to 
copyright and is sent for the personal attention of the intended recipient only. If you have received this email in 
error, please advise us immediately and delete it. You are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited.

Barton Sidles <bsidles@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org 
Bcc: theveniceplace@gmail.com

Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 2:12 PM

Dear Council Member Bonin,

I wanted to follow up to my email below to make sure that you got it.
I never received confirmation or acknowledgment of receipt.

Looking forward to hearing from you.
Best,
Bart
[Quoted text hidden]
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Elise R Gispan 
841 Mil wood Avenue 

Venice, CA. 90291

September 3, 2020

Venice Place Project, CF 20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL- 
WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

RE:

Dear Councilmember Bonin,

I am writing to express my strong desire that the Venice Place Project be approved and 
allowed to move forward. All appeals should be denied so that the project can get back on 
course toward providing this great contribution to Abbot Kinney Boulevard.

My husband and I have lived in Venice for the past seventeen years. We love the commitment 
of our neighbors to engage in dialogue about how best to keep what is wonderful about 
Venice while encouraging an environment that can thrive in the future.

Over the past 8 years, the Venice Place project team has been extraordinary in their 
responsiveness to community concerns. They have not only complied with local regulations, 
but have also incorporated solutions into their design to address community feedback from all 
stake-holders.

I was initially surprised that the existing zoning allowed for a hotel on Abbot Kinney. But, it is 
an approved use and the developer has proceeded in good faith to provide the community 
with a property that works extremely well in its site. The Project’s design is sensitive to its 
context - preserving significant existing buildings and breaking down the scale of its mass to 
fit nicely into the neighborhood. It also gives back, by providing public gathering space and 
other amenities. If this approval is denied, I do not believe a different developer would be as 
accommodating and responsive as this one has been.

Overturning the multiple approvals the project has received is highly irregular and counter to 
the democratic process that we all took part in. The resulting design for the project attests to 
the fact that the process worked. The timing is also unfortunate. So many businesses are 
struggling right now during the pandemic and this project has the potential to breathe life into 
Abbot Kinney when we are again able to gather as we did before the covid virus changed our 
daily lives.

Please support the Venice Place Project and its future contributions to the vibrancy of our 
Venice Community.

Sincerely,

Elise R Gispan 
egispan@me.com

mailto:egispan@me.com


From: Jay Stark <is2914@gmail.com>
Date: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 5:13 PM
To: "Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org" <Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>
Cc: "len.nguyen@lacity.org11 <len.nguyen@lacity.org>. "Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>. Krista Kline 
<krista.kline@lacity.org >
Subject: Re: 245 Action - Venice Project

Please let me know the status on this...I didn't hear anything back and I'm concerned about the process.

Thx.

Jay

Jay Stark 
310-292-2807

Note: Emails received after 7pm PST will be returned the next business day. Thx.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

The Venice Place Project
2 messages

Lisa Turner Dimster <lwturner@me.com>
To: Coundlmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 8:43 PM

Dear Council Member Bonin,

I am disappointed to hear that the project known as the Venice Place Project has been stalled yet again by a 
245 action.

I have written brief letters of support in the past, but this time I'm going to expand in the hopes that these 
words will be read and taken to heart.

I have lived in Venice since 2007, loving this community and unique neighborhood. I met my husband here, a 
long time Venice resident. I am an Apparel Design executive who has worked for top brands such as Nike. I 
am a property owner and tax payer.

I first became aware of this project perhaps 5 or 6 years ago when I was invited to one of the community 
outreach meetings. I was admittedly skeptical at the very beginning and not expecting to like what I heard. 
However, Dan Adrams and his team have impressed me as a group who were not only passionate about the 
neighborhood and community but willing to listen and adjust their plans based on the community feedback. I 
saw the earlier plans and I was glad to see how many changes and adjustments the team had made by the 
next time they presented the project. I watched the evolution and communication over the years and just 
have to say, this team has really proved that they, also as locals, want to do it right. They are respectful to the 
history of Venice and will be the best steward to protect the facades on Abbott Kinney they have carefully 
folded into their plan.

One of my main concerns, as a Venice resident, is the ever present parking problem. The Venice Place 
group eased my concerns by proving they were providing the required parking in a modern way, as well as 
planning ahead for loading and drop off zones. There are many businesses on Abbott Kinney who are not 
providing any parking, such as Everlane. And other older businesses that are grandfathered in with zero 
parking. To solve this problem, we should address the future needs in novel ways rather than penalize a 
business who is adding parking spots.

Abbott Kinney is a tourist destination. As a fashion executive, I often traveled with my teams to LA and Abbot 
Kinney well before I lived here. We'd shop the stores but with no hotels nearby, we'd stay in other 
neighborhoods, spending money on lodging and meals elsewhere. When my family has visited, I'd put them 
up in hotels in Mid City or Santa Monica which was less ideal for all of us. Having a quality hotel on our best 
tourist destination will bring in countless dollars not just in hotel stays, but in other adjacent business.

I was part of the most recent community meeting and listened to the lively discussion and dialogues. This 
team presented their project and responded in great detail to all concerns. After witnessing that long meeting, 
I can not understand how this group is not yet cleared to move forward after 8 long years.

As a property owner, I have a huge concern that projects that are following the Venice Specific Plan other city 
ordinances are being blocked and stalled through an unreasonable delay. This project abides by the rules 
and does not ask for exceptions. If we have the rules, and they are followed, they must be granted.

This is a project that will bring jobs and spending to Venice. We have all seen the boarded up businesses.
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Having a business of this caliber, will be an anchor to the street and will lift up other small businesses that are 
still struggling from Covid and other closures. This will add jobs not just at a silicone beach level, but more 
accessible jobs that could provide opportunities for local community members.

I could go on and on, but I urge you to support this project which will be an asset to Venice and the 
community. Please register my full support for this project.

Thank you,

Lisa Dimster 
623 Vernon Ave. 
Venice CA 90291

Lisa Turner Dimster <lwturner@me.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 2:50 PM

Dear Council Member Bonin,
I am resending requesting a confirmation of receipt.

Lisa Dimster 
623 Vernon Ave. 
Venice CA 90291

[Quoted text hidden]
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Re: The Venice Place Project - I STRONGLY SUPPORT IT!
1 message

Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 7:56 PMLaura Alice <laura.alice@marcusmillichap.com> 
To: theveniceplace@gmail.com

Dear Venice Place Project,

I'm writing in support of The Venice Place Project. I really appreciate the investment this project will make in 
Venice and believe it will be an important boost for the City and the community.

While we deal with the economic impacts of COVID-19, the promise of new jobs and new revenue is exciting, 
and will help rebuild our neighborhood and business community. The project will create hundreds of new jobs, 
with many available to local residents, and generate significant tax revenue to the city.

Additionally, it provides a well-designed space to visit and spend time with friends, and the architecture looks 
beautiful, complimenting the style of the Abbot Kinney neighborhood in terms of both design and scale. The 
courtyard and passageways really invite people in, showing openness to the whole community. It's also 
forward thinking in using an automated parking system, creating a rooftop garden that will provide produce to 
local restaurants, and committing to using 100% renewable electricity.

Importantly, we need to expand our hotel accommodations to meet the current demand, and this project does 
so without displacing any residents or removing housing. It's quite surprising how few hotel rooms there are in 
Venice, given its popularity as a travel destination. Finally, it's rare to have a team comprised of local 
residents who have long standing relationships in the community, and who have worked since the beginning
of the project with their neighbors to address plan-related concerns.

This major investment in Los Angeles is good planning and will provide the type of financial stimulus that's
needed to help ensure a vibrant Venice for the long-term.

(ZA-2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-MEL-WDI-SPP-SPR)

Sincerely,
Laura Alice
laura.alice@marcusmillichap.com 
312 Venice Way 
Venice, CA 90291 
United States
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