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The Venice Place Project - new support letters

Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 1,2020 5:32 PM

Honorable Councilmembers and City Staff:
On behalf of The Venice Place Project, scheduled to be on the Sept. 3 PLUM Committee meeting agenda, 
please see the attached 8 new support letters.

Thank you.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Venice Place Project Approval - In Support
1 message

Mon, Aug 31,2020 at 1:35 PMDon Dimster <don@dimsterarchitecture.com>
To: "Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org" <Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>
Cc: "len.nguyen@lacity.org" <len.nguyen@lacity.org>, "Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org1 
<Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, "krista.kline@lacity.org" <krista.kline@lacity.org>

Dear Council Member Bonin,

My name is Don Dimster, an architect who has lived and practiced in Venice for 30 years.

I came to know Dan Abrams through their own outreach program at the start of this project 8 years ago. And 
I can say emphatically, I have never met such a conscientious approach to project development to adapt and 
fit within the community while at the same time doing something new.

I am sensitive and appreciate the old substance of Venice, in fact, my brother owns a bungalow built in 1924 
which we lovingly renovated and preserved as an important part of this community’s history. Having said that,
I do believe that sensitive new construction is warranted and should be supported if it provides a benefit to the 
greater community at large, which this project does.

A process that includes such extensive community outreach and involvement as this project has, over this 
length of time, is fundamentally the most inclusive and non-political approach to achieve a fair outcome. This 
project has undergone such extensive adjustments, concessions and responses to community input that at 
this point, to overturn an approval would be nothing more than a political justification - one that would be 
fundamentally unfair. Furthermore, if this project’s approval is overturned, it will lay the groundwork that no 
future endeavor would strive to be as inclusive as this one has been, ultimately hurting the community’s 
voice.

I urge you to support and approve this project.

Sincerely,

Don Dimster AIA

623 Vernon Ave.

Venice CA
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DON MATHIAS DIMSTER, AIA

DIMSTERARCHITECTURE

623 Vernon Ave, Venice, CA 90291

(310) 721-8511

don@dimsterarchitecture.com
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Venice Resident In Support of the Venice Place Project
1 message

Mon, Aug 31,2020 at 8:26 PMStefanie Holmes <stefanieholmes13@gmail.com>
To: councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.com, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org 
Bcc: theveniceplace@gmail.com

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing in support of the Venice Place project on Abbot Kinney. I have lived in Venice for 10 years, and I 
first heard about the project during outreach during the Abbot Kinney Festival soon after I moved in. The 
developers of the project have sought input from our community every step of the way, and I am so thankful 
for that. When I first heard of the project, it seemed a bit out of scale. But these developers actually listened 
to the community's concerns and figured out a way to make this a project the community could get behind!
It's such a refreshing change from most of the development in Venice that is pushed through without a care 
for the community at all.

I am very confused why this project is not moving forward since it was already approved. This will be a 
welcome addition to Venice and a place where visitors and families of residents alike can enjoy Venice and 
the community. Venice is at a crossroads, and now is the time to move forward with such a special project 
like The Venice Place. The developers won me over through their community outreach and appropriate 
design. This project will create jobs, increase tax dollars and be a focal point for the community. It had 
evolved and adapted to address the valid concerns of the Venice community.

This project should be allowed to move forward. Please do right by Venice and approve this project now. 
Thank you.

Best,

Stefanie Holmes (and Thea & Luke Holmes) 
29 26th Avenue 
Venice, CA 90291
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general
September 1, 2020 REAL ESTATE

management
,1963EST.

RE: ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A 
ENV-2016-4321-EIR 
Council District 11

Dear Councilman Bonin:

i am the trustee and manager of several buildings around Venice and am writing in full support of 
The Venice Place Project.

I have previously written in support of The Venice Place Project as I believe it will be a great 

addition to the neighborhood. I am not alone in my support. The Project has over 800 community 

supporters, is endorsed by the Venice Chamber of Commerce and Los Angeles Business Council, 

and has approvals from the West LA Area Planning Commission, Venice Neighborhood Council, , 

and City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator. With this overwhelming amount of community 

support, I urge you to reconsider your stance on the Project.

Sincetely,

/ l
Ann Everest
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M Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

THE VENICE PROJECT
1 message

Tony Bill <tony@barnstormfilms.com>
To: councilmember.bonin@lacity.org, "Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org" <Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, 
"krista.kline@lacity.org" <krista.kline@lacity.org>, "len.nguyen@lacity.org" <len.nguyen@lacity.org>

Tue, Sep 1,2020 at 3:17 PM

Dear Mr. Bonin & associates,

I don't write these letters often. In fact I'm not at all sure they have any effect. But in this case, I'm going to try. 
I’m also going to stoop to self-aggrandizement. I'm going to brag. And I'm going to pull rank. All at the same 
time:

I just turned 80 years old. I’ve been in Venice for 45 years. I daresay I pretty much brought the movie 
business to Venice in 1974, shortly after I produced "The Sting”.

I was the first filmmaker to put down roots in Venice: at 73 Market Street, I created the first production facility, 
with offices for film artists, editing and screening facilities. A few years later, Roger Corman, Dennis Hopper, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger followed, as did other entertainment companies. My restaurant, 72 Market Street, 
brought almost 20 years of business and dining repute to Venice, before Abbot Kinney Blvd. even existed. (It 
was a sleepy, struggling street called West Washington. 88% of the tenants voted against changing the 
name.)

OK: so much for the self-aggrandizement, bragging, and pulling rank.

Here’s the reason I’m writing: What in the world is wrong with The Venice Project that eight years of planning, 
permitting, polling, placating and complying with every rule and regulation has failed to achieve? Everything 
about it is classy, carefully considered, thoroughly vetted by every committee, and approved by every group 
with the authority to do so.

As the owner of two of the oldest buildings in Venice, I have to say that the architectural integrity of this 
project is exemplary. And the void of Venice hotel rooms is too obvious to reiterate here.

So what is the problem? It can’t be legal; it can’t be aesthetic; it can’t be practical.

And I certainly hope it can’t be personal, that someone is able to circumvent or cancel what thus far has been 
the demonstrated will of the people - those people of Venice who have taken the time to help shape, and then 
consistently voice their support for this project; those people who have made the rules and those whose job it 
is to interpret those rules: rules that have been followed and approved.

How is the process supposed to work if not like this? How are involved community members like me and so 
many others that I know supposed to believe that their participation makes a difference in the future if this 
kind of unilateral action can be taken at the last minute with a project that has been vetted, supported, and 
approved like this one? How are we supposed to believe that you represent our interests?

I fervently hope that you’ll consider reconsidering. Certainly we should be able to create a few dozen 
additional hotel rooms for the millions of annual visitors to Venice. Tasteful and truly useful projects like this 
don’t come along very often in our little town. Please step up to whomever is currently being unreasonable 
about it, let them know the project has done what it’s supposed to do; it’s gone through the appropriate
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scrutiny; lots of their neighbors support it, and Venice needs it.

Let’s not wait until I’m 90.

Respectfully,

Tony Bill 
Barnstorm Films 
1393 Rose Ave, 
Venice, 90291 
310-713-8581
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From: Jay Stark <js2914@gmail.com>
Date: Sunday, August 30, 2020 at 7:31 PM
To: "Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org" <Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>
Cc: "jen.nguyen@lacity.org" <len.nguyen@lacity.org>, "Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org 
<Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, Krista Kline <krista.kline@lacity.org>
Subject: 245 Action - Venice Project

As a life-long Venice resident, I fully support the community-based planning approvals by the 
development team.

The project has been approved:

At Venice Neighborhood Council LUPC 
At Venice Neighborhood Council Board 
At City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator 
At West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission

The residents of Venice have literally invested thousands and thousands of hours working on this project 
to make sure it meets the community needs.

If we can't get this done, I'm afraid that our great Venice community will simply not engage in future 
community-based planning efforts and good projects simply won't happen.

I can't imagine why this project isn't already on the way to construction.

Jay Stark

Jay Stark 
310-292-2807

Note: Emails received after 7pm PST will be returned the next business day. Thx.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

The Venice Place Project
1 message

Adam Loef <aloef@herbdoc.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacti, jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Mon, Aug 31,2020 at 5:25 PM

Hello Councilman Mike Bonin,

I am following up in regard to The Venice Place Project which to our disappointment appears to be in the 
process of being stalled once again especially after it passed the WLA APC. We need your help and support!

I have been part of the community involvement for this project and supported the long process through the 
City's planning for years! We live in challenging times and I don't understand why we need to make things 
more challenging when they do not need to be. This project was finally approved to move forward with much 
delight and community support. I have leased on the Canals for a few years and we recently moved to 
Milwood close to Abbot Kinney to be more in the heart of Venice which we love. At first, I too was skeptical 
like others yet over time I as I became aware of all facets/aspects and the “true vision” of this community 
project and its benefits I have become a strong supporter.

As you may know, this project has well over 750 local community supporters. Many of whom have attended 
over 20 community meetings, open houses and formal presentations. In addition to the WLA APC approval, 
this project has been endorsed by the Venice Chamber of Commerce and the Los Angeles Business Council. 
The design is thoughtful, appropriate, integrative of old and rests with one of Venice’s top local architecture 

firms; all incredibly positive. It is time to recognize the effort, cooperation on all levels and hard work by so 
many as it is will be a beacon for socially conscious and locally responsible development as well as a local 
treasure!

I look to your stewardship and support to approve this project now and finally for our community.

Thank-you, Adam

Adam Loef 
630 Milwood Ave. 
Venice, Ca
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

I support the Venice Place Project CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP- 
SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR
1 message

Eric Lindeman <e_lindeman@yahoo.com>
To: "Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org" <Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>
Cc: "len.nguyen@lacity.org" <len.nguyen@lacity.org>, "Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org1 
<Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, "krista.kline@lacity.org" <krista.kline@lacity.org>

Mon, Aug 31,2020 at 12:46 PM

Council Member Bonin,

I am incredibly disappointed to learn that you enacted a "245 Action" regarding the 
Venice Place Project that was recently granted full approval from the Area Planning 
Commission!

You and your office and the entire community have had over 8 years to judge, comment 
on, and potentially object to the project at multiple different official public hearings, 
outreach meetings, and the like. I am curious, did you attend the latest Area Planning 
Commission hearing? If you did, you undoubtedly heard the majority of the comments 
were in favor of the project, and hopefully, you had the wisdom to see through the veiled 
remarks from the opposition that distort the truth or were flat out lies in some cases.

I am so disappointed that there is even a vehicle (the 245) to derail any project like this 
that has put forth so much voluntary public outreach and all the mandated public 
hearings. This project has done everything the city and community have asked, and yet 
at the eleventh hour, you choose to usurp eight years of official public process and take 
control of the project's fate. That is absolutely NOT the definition of democracy I 
choose to believe in! Nothing about your actions, in this case leads me to believe you 
are acting in a partisan way. If you wanted to study the project closer, you had plenty of 
time during the past eight years, and I feel that issuing the 245 it is a rather trite and 
desperate move aimed at appeasing a vocal minority of your consultants.

You have manipulated this approval process so that you now have one final say in this 
matter. I hope you see that this is an opportunity to celebrate all the hard work and 
cooperation by the development team and the community to produce a project with 
outstanding community amenities. With your approval, the project can go on to provide 
Venice with not only the desperately needed hotel rooms it lacks but also the opportunity 
to create a social hub of for the community. A place where supporters and opponents of 
the project can gather and form a stronger community based not on their shared interests 
or goals but on celebrating the differences and individuality the Venice community has 
come to foster and represent.
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Please do the right thing to support and celebrate our community and not waive your 
heavy hand of oppression by personally preventing this project.

Eric Lindeman 
Market St. Venice, CA 
90291
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Venice Place Project
1 message

Tue, Sep 1,2020 at 8:34 AMCAROL LEVY <carollevy@mac.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Dear Mr. Bonin,

I am writing to you to voice my feelings on the Venice Place Project and my confusion as to why you 
would void a recent approval that was made at the APC.

The reason I support this project is that it w ill invest our community, w hile also being extremely committed to 
honoring the history and flavor of Venice and Abbot Kinney, specifically. It is endorsed by Venice Chamber of 
Commerce and Los Angeles Business Council and when have we ever needed economic opportunity, new jobs 
and new taxes more than now?

I hope you w ill reconsider your position and allow the process to play out on the path it was already follow ing. 
The Venice Place group has worked hard for 8 years to make this project right and to be very thoughtful in every 
detail to the needs and wants of the neighborhood.

I hope you will do the right thing'.

Regards,

Carol Levy

60 Navy Street
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