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The Venice Place Project - 10 additional support letters

Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 3, 2020 10:08 AM

Honorable Councilmembers and City Staff:

Please see attached support letters for The Venice Place Project, now scheduled to be on the Sept. 10 PLUM 
Committee meeting agenda.

Thank you.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

I support The Venice Place Project (ZA-2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-MEL-WDI- 
SPP-SPR)
1 message

Marc Stein <marcstein99@mac.com>
To: councilmember.bonin@lacity.org, theodore.irving@lacity.org, Juliet.oh@lacity.org, theveniceplace@gmail.com, 
David Hertz <hertz@studioea.com>
Cc: Marc Stein <marcstein99@mac.com>

Thu, Aug 1,2019 at 1:52 PM

Dear Councilmember Bonin, Mr. Irving, and Ms. Oh,

The Venice Place Project fills a long overdue need for more hotel guest rooms to serve the millions of visitors 
to Venice each year.

Located in a community commercial zone on Abbot Kinney, it is appropriately located for its intended uses. 
The project is fully compliant with the Venice Specific Plan, the Los Angeles Municipal Code, and the Local 
Coastal Land Use Plan.

Moreover, the communal spaces and walkable pedestrian pathways integrated into the design of the project 
provide more community connectivity for locals in Venice. Its mix of uses are fully parked on-site, including 
the boutique hotel, restaurants, shops, and creative office space. The creative reuse of the existing buildings 
and classic facades reflect an understanding of the character of the neighborhood.

The owner has listened and responded substantively to the community's concerns throughout a multi-year 
engagement process. Such efforts have earned the support of the Venice Neighborhood Council and the 
Venice Chamber of Commerce. I have no doubt that the project will be an asset to the community and 
integrated into the history, culture and fabric of Venice.

Sincerely, 
Marc Stein

MARC STEIN
DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE 
OFFICE: (424) 202-3200 
MOBILE: (310) 990-9880
Marc.Stein@Elliman.com
150 EL CAMINO DRIVE SUITE 150, BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90212 
DRE# 01915166

At Douglas Elliman, we won't ask you for your social security number, bank account or other highly confidential information over 
email. *Wire Fraud is Real*. Before wiring ANY money, call the intended recipient at a number you know is valid to confirm the 
instructions. Additionally, please note that the sender does not have the authority to bind a third party to a real estate contract via 
written or verbal communication.

This email is for the use of the intended recipient(s) only. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately 
and then delete it. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not keep, use, disclose, copy or distribute this email without the
author's prior permission. We will never send or ask for sensitive or non-public information via e-mail, including bank account, social
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security information or wire information. We have taken precautions to minimize the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we 
advise you to carry out your own virus checks on any attachment to this message. We cannot accept liability for any loss or damage 
caused by software viruses. The information contained in this communication may be confidential and may be subject to the attorney- 
client privilege. If you are the intended recipient and you do not wish to receive similar electronic messages from us in the future then 
please respond to the sender to this effect. Please note that any views or opinions presented in this e-mail are solely those of the 
author and do not necessarily represent those of the Company.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

I support The Venice Place Project (ZA-2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-MEL-WDI- 
SPP-SPR)
1 message

yatto.suzuki@gmail.com <yatto.suzuki@gmail.com>
To: councilmember.bonin@lacity.org, theodore.irving@lacity.org, Juliet.oh@lacity.org, theveniceplace@gmail.com, 
hertz@studioea.com

Wed, Jul 31,2019 at 5:06 PM

Dear Councilmember Bonin, Mr. Irving, and Ms. Oh,

The Venice Place Project fills a long overdue need for more hotel guest rooms to serve the millions of visitors 
to Venice each year.

Located in a community commercial zone on Abbot Kinney, it is appropriately located for its intended uses. 
The project is fully compliant with the Venice Specific Plan, the Los Angeles Municipal Code, and the Local 
Coastal Land Use Plan.

Moreover, the communal spaces and walkable pedestrian pathways integrated into the design of the project 
provide more community connectivity for locals in Venice. Its mix of uses are fully parked on-site, including the 
boutique hotel, restaurants, shops, and creative office space. The creative reuse of the existing buildings and 
classic facades reflect an understanding of the character of the neighborhood.

The owner has listened and responded substantively to the community's concerns throughout a multi-year 
engagement process. Such efforts have earned the support of the Venice Neighborhood Council and the 
Venice Chamber of Commerce. I have no doubt that the project will be an asset to the community and 
integrated into the history, culture and fabric of Venice.

Sincerely, 
Yatto Suzuki

1 of 1 9/2/20, 11:21 AM

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=267a6eefa0&view=pt&sea
mailto:theveniceplace@gmail.com
mailto:yatto.suzuki@gmail.com
mailto:yatto.suzuki@gmail.com
mailto:councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
mailto:theodore.irving@lacity.org
mailto:Juliet.oh@lacity.org
mailto:theveniceplace@gmail.com
mailto:hertz@studioea.com


https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=267a6eefa0&view=pt&sea...Gmail - Support for the Venice Place Project from a constituent

Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Support for the Venice Place Project from a constituent
1 message

Tue, Sep 1,2020 at 10:18 PMBarton Sidles <bsidles@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org 
Bcc: theveniceplace@gmail.com

Dear Council Member Bonin,

You probably do not remember meeting me in the past. The last time was at Uber's offices for an event over a 
year ago (we had a pleasant short conversation). I know you meet many constituents and constantly (prior to 
Covid-19) "shake hands and kiss babies"; therefore, one more face and conversation blends in with the 
others.
My partner and i are fans of yours... or should say 'were'.

I normally consider your judgement and position on issues to be aligned with mine. But when I read about you 
asserting jurisdiction to enact basically a unilateral decision to override numerous planning processes and 
approvals related to the Venice Place Project on Abbot Kinney, I was appalled.
I thought you and other like minded political leaders were above the authoritarian actions that we are sadly 
falling victim to by national leaders. Please dont go there.

I believe that approvals for such developments are required and part of the process, but have those not 
already been done?... extensively and properly over the last 8 years?

Please do not be the emblem of creating or supporting more bureaucracy than what is needed. Especially 
during these very strained and challenging times.

I implore you to support this project... not just because of the documented support and approvals from 
the Venice Neighborhood Council LUPC, the Venice Neighborhood Council Board, the City of Los Angeles 
Zoning Administrator and West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission not to mention endorsements by the 
Venice Chamber of Commerce and the Los Angeles Business Council, rather for the reason in that i want to 
continue to believe in you ....to know that you will make the right decision.

Please support the Venice Place Project with all your passion that i know you have in you and help get this 
project approved (without unnecessary delay or burden on all parties (developers or tax payers)).

So much work has gone into this Project and all seem to be in agreement with huge community support.
I thank you in advance for your additional support and i look forward to reflecting back on this with you at 
some future event.

Many thanks.
Best,
Barton Sidles
4211 Redwood Ave #402
Los Angeles, CA 90066
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This email (including any attachments to it) is confidential, may be legally privileged, and is subject to 
copyright and is sent for the personal attention of the intended recipient only. If you have received this email in 
error, please advise us immediately and delete it. You are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

I support The Venice Place Project (ZA-2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-MEL-WDI- 
SPP-SPR)
1 message

HEIDI ROBERTS <heidiroberts@me.com>
To: theodore.irving@lacity.org, Juliet.oh@lacity.org, theveniceplace@gmail.com

Thu, Aug 1,2019 at 4:56 PM

Hello!

My family has lived in Venice for nearly twenty years and I'm super excited for The Venice Place Project to 
become a reality. We’re looking forward to having a cool place to hang out and a close place so our friends 
and family can experience Venice too.

So many people visit Venice each year and there's really no place to stay, except AirBNBs which pose unique 
challenges to our little town. We need a place for people to stay when they visit Venice.

We believe the project is totally in sync with the look and feel of Venice and maintains its unique character. It's 
been a long time coming and I know the developers/owner has taken many community concerns to heart and 
made changes to satisfy all.

Sincerely,

Heidi Roberts, John Betz and Andreas too
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Venice Place Project
1 message

Karin Michonski <kmichonski@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 11:37 AM

Dear Council members,

I'm Karin Wallerstein, an 8 year resident of Venice and an avid supporter of the Venice Place Project. I am 
utterly frustrated with the setback this project has once again experienced. As a multiple property owner here 
in Venice as well as
a legal and successful Air B & B owner, I think it is HIGH time that Venice provides more accommodations for 
tourists and family members. I have trusted Dan Abrams and the VPP team to carry forth a wonderful vision 
for our community and surely would love to see more job creation, dollars spent here in Venice, along with a 
place for people to meet! Please move this project forward as it truly has the best intentions and plans for the 
Venice community.

Kind regards,

Karin Wallerstein 
1415 Main Street 
Venice, CA 90291
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

RETHINK YOUR 245 ACTION AND PLEASE SUPORT THE VENICE PLACE 
HOTEL
1 message

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 1:10 PMEva Greene <evagreene99@yahoo.com>
To: "Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org" <councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>
Cc: "len.nguyen@lacity.org" <len.nguyen@lacity.org>, "Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org 
<jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, "krista.kline@lacity.org" <krista.kline@lacity.org>

Dear Mr. Bonin,

I write to you to please support the Venice Place Hotel.

The Venice Place Hotel has received four approvals from the Venice Neighborhood 
Council LUPC, Venice Neighborhood Council Board, City of Los Angeles 
Zoning Administrator and West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission. It is completely 
consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific 
Plan and the Los Angeles Municipal Code. There is no reason why a project like this 
should be suddenly thwarted due to a 245 Action. The 245 Action is archaic and 
undemocratic.

This is a much-needed project that benefits the Venice community and the city of Los 
Angeles.

• It allows visitors to Venice to stay in Venice.
• It allows the city to collect the hotel tax revenue instead of letting it flitter away to 

Marina Del Rey, or Santa Monica and their hotels.
• Its scale and design are an amazing addition yet at the same time, with thoughtful 

consideration to the surrounding community.

The police, fire department, and paramedics get much of their funding from property 
sales, sales taxes and the hotel occupancy tax. I would hope that the city, given how 
broke it appears to currently be, would embrace The Venice Place Hotel that provides 
great balance and care to the surrounding community.

Please rethink your use of this action and allow the democratic process to move forward.

Sincerely,

Eva Greene 
Venice Resident
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

I support The Venice Place Project (ZA-2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-MEL-WDI- 
SPP-SPR)
1 message

Heidi Bright <heidibright1@gmail.com>
To: councilmember.bonin@lacity.org, theodore.irving@lacity.org, Juliet.oh@lacity.org, theveniceplace@gmail.com, 
David Hertz <hertz@studioea.com>

Wed, Jul 31,2019 at 5:54 PM

Dear Councilmember Bonin, Mr. Irving, and Ms. Oh,

The Venice Place Project fills a long overdue need for more hotel guest rooms to serve the millions of visitors 
to Venice each year.

Located in a community commercial zone on Abbot Kinney, it is appropriately located for its intended uses. 
The project is fully compliant with the Venice Specific Plan, the Los Angeles Municipal Code, and the Local 
Coastal Land Use Plan.

Moreover, the communal spaces and walkable pedestrian pathways integrated into the design of the project 
provide more community connectivity for locals in Venice. Its mix of uses are fully parked on-site, including 
the boutique hotel, restaurants, shops, and creative office space. The creative reuse of the existing buildings 
and classic facades reflect an understanding of the character of the neighborhood.

The owner has listened and responded substantively to the community's concerns throughout a multi-year 
engagement process. Such efforts have earned the support of the Venice Neighborhood Council and the 
Venice Chamber of Commerce. I have no doubt that the project will be an asset to the community and 
integrated into the history, culture and fabric of Venice.

Sincerely,

Heidi Bright
long time Venice resident!
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Section 245 Action - The Venice Place Project
1 message

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 12:49 PMsteve svarchitects.net <steve@svarchitects.net>
To: "Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org" <Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>
Cc: "len.nguyen@lacity.org" <len.nguyen@lacity.org>, "Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org 
<Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org>, "krista.kline@lacity.org" <krista.kline@lacity.org>

Council Member Bonin,

As a practicing professional and Venice resident for nearly four decades. I find it disingenuous at best and 
purely political motivated that you've inserted yourself into the entitlement process for this well supported 
and much needed development project via Section 245.

The Venice Place Project has endeavored to secure the necessary entitlements to execute this project 
over the last eight years. During this eight year process the Applicant has been met with opposition from a 
small number of your so-called constituents at every turn. To which the Applicant has laboriously, 
responsibly and cooperatively worked with city planning and the non-supporters to address and mitigated 
all their issues at every level of the entitlement process.

I respectfully request that you take a long hard look at the motives and agenda behind the non-supporters, 
and yours for that matter to usurp jurisdiction of the entitlement process for this project. And put your 
political agenda aside and do what's best for the Venice Community and let this well supported and much 
needed development proceed as approved by the WLAAPC.

Respectfully,

Stephen Vitalich AIA LEED AP 
Stephen Vitalich Architects
310.600.1006
steve@svarchitects.net
www.svarchitects.net

This e-mail is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521 and is legally privileged.

This information is confidential information and is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this electronic message to the intended 
recipient, you are notified that any dissemination,distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by reply e-mail or by telephone, and destroy the original transmission 
and its attachments.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Venice place project
1 message

David Myers <davido507@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 11:30 AM

Dear Mr. Bonin,

I am formally writing in with regards to the The Venice Place Project. After several 
rejections, I am writing in to request that you would consider this project be approved as 
it will be a huge contributing factor to the community at large and the economy. 
Especially during this unfortunate pandemic and hard times that we as a Country are 
facing. Keeping positive as we come together and rebuild, creating jobs for the locals, 
promoting tourism and the such likes.

It is frustrating that APC has approved the project however, this has been put to a halt 
due to the 245 action.
With all due respect, it would be a travesty to see all the hard work the team has put in 
over the past 8 years, result in nothing and further delays - due to the decisions of the 
Council members, for reasons that have not been clearly defined.

Community members have given their full support and it baffles me as to why moving 
forward/ approving the project has taken this long for a positive outcome, that so many of 
us have been hoping for.

The relentless fight for approvals - from the Venice Neighborhood Council LUPC, Venice 
Neighborhood Council Board, City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator and West Los 
Angeles Area Planning Commission only proves to show that our investment of this 
project has been serious on making it a fruitful outcome for all involved.

I am not asking for exceptions to the code, however please consider that our request be 
heard and taken into consideration for the betterment of all.

Please recognize the hard work and cooperation by so many of us in the community to 
arrive at this juncture.

I seek your kind understanding and support for the approval of The Venice Place 
Project.

Kind regards, 
David Myers 
Flower ave 
Venice
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Your 245 Action Against The Venice Place Project
1 message

Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 8:38 AMandrew clark <andrew.clark.1727@gmail.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Councilman Bonin et al,

I apologize for the untimeliness of this letter, as the daily grind of Venice (dodging the drug addled 
that have taken over our sidewalks, removing said addicts trespassing on neighbor’s properties, 
picking up trash from adjacent homeless encampments, but that’s for another letter....) got the 
best of me over the past few weeks. However, I hope the timing of the letter doesn’t reduce its 
weight in your eyes.

I’ve lived in Venice for more than 10 years, started/brought two businesses to Venice and have 
watched as the neighborhood has changed; once for the better and now for the worse. I’ve 
watched businesses come and go along Abbot Kinney, but the one constant was the pending 
design and development of the Venice Place Hotel(VPH). It’s been omnipresent. Dan has spent 
eight years adjusting the design of the hotel to accommodate the concerns of the community, City 
and various advocates. I’ve never seen a project of this scale get run through so many 
procedural hoops. Conversely, I’ve never seen a project of this size acquiesce to the community 
and City as has the VPH. The community that supports this wonderfully thoughtful project figured 
that after the APC, rightfully, approved the project a few weeks ago, that this long drawn out saga 
was finally put to bed and the community could start looking forward to a first class hotel (the only 
first class hotel in Venice) and it’s amenities. Boy were we wrong.

For reasons unbeknownst to me, you took 245 action against the project and have extended this 
Kafkaesque quagmire. What is the reason?

For 10 years family and friends have visited (Christmas, Thanksgiving, summers, fall, you name 
it) from as far as Canada, only to spend their money on hotels in Santa Monica and Marina Del 
Rey. Why? Because the quality of hotel that we would expect for one of the most popular tourist 
attractions in the world, was severely lacking. This project solves that issue and keeps that tax 
revenue in LA. Again, why did you not allow the APC’s decision to stand? Why meddle?

Over the past year we’ve seen egregiously out of scale and out of character projects pushed 
through by your office, against the community’s wishes, and contrary to the local zoning codes. 
You didn’t listen to the community then, and you aren’t listening to the community now. The
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difference with this project is that you went out of your way to spite this project after an intensive 
eight year review and negotiation with the developer, culminating in a thorough review and 
approval by the APC. Why?

Please reconsider. Our community wants this project. Our community needs this project, and this 
project will benefit and beautify our deteriorating community. Again, please reconsider and 
support this project as the community and APC overwhelmingly do.

Andrew Clark

Grand Canal and Abbot Kinney

Andrew Clark

415-225-5996

2 of 2 9/3/20, 9:20 AM

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=267a6eefa0&view=pt&sea

