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September 2, 2020

Los Angeles City Council PLUM Committee 
Los Angeles City Hall, Room 1010 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Council File 20-1024 / Venice Place Apartment Hotel Project 
September 3, 2020 PLUM Meeting, Agenda Item 10

RE:

Honorable Councilmembers:

I’m writing on behalf of Keep Neighborhoods First (KNF), a grassroots community coalition of neighbors, 
tenants, and advocates who work together to solve the problems created by the proliferation of commercial 
short-term rentals in our neighborhoods and the loss of affordable housing caused by it.

KNF expresses our deep gratitude to Councilmember Bonin for his leadership and to the City Council for 
unanimously adopting Councilmember Bonin’s motion to assert jurisdiction over the Venice Place apartment 
hotel project under Charter section 245 to ensure the project has a full and complete hearing on all relevant 
issues.

The issues raised in Councilmember Bonin’s motion include “traffic and pedestrian safety, historic-cultural 
preservation, affordable housing, neighborhood compatibility in a coastal zone, and [setting] a potential 
precedent for the Venice Specific Plan.” KNF is particularly concerned that the project would destroy three 
affordable housing units (which are also eligible for historic preservation) on the false premise that the City 
had legitimately signed off that no affordable units would be lost.

As KNF’s appeal to the West LA APC detailed, the City’s 2010 housing sign-off failed to account for the 
illegal conversion of the three Rent-Stabilized dwelling units to a day care use. Planning’s recommendation 
and the West LA APC’s response to these significant concerns were to allow destruction of valuable 
affordable housing, effectively forgiving the illegal conversion. The project allegedly approves other 
dwelling units in place of these lost units, but if the new units are intended for short term rental, or even 
long-term corporate housing-type rental as part of a hotel use, these are long term Rent-Stabilized dwelling 
units lost to the community forever.

If PLUM determines it will re-hear the multiple appeals, KNF urges you to deny the project. Alternately, if 
PLUM remands to the West LA APC for further consideration of all the community’s concerns, KNF looks 
forward to the opportunity to work further with the applicant to find a compromise that better serves the 
Venice community.
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Sincerely,

Judith Roth Goldman, Ph.D 

Co-Founder

keepneighborhoodsfirst.org
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