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In Opposition to the Venice Place Project: IRE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI- 
1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

Eileen <eileen@slpmanagement.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 28, 2020 1:39 PM

Dear Councilmember Bonin and PLUM Committee Member,

I am a 40+ year Venice homeowner, have raised my children here and am now helping to raise my 
grandchildren here. Several of my grandchildren are multi-racial, a fact I bring up only to defend against the 
criticism I expect to hear that the white, privileged old-timers are the only ones against this project. (To the 
contrary!) My grandchildren have attended Westminster elementary. I have mentored children in reading at 
Broadway Elementary. I was an elected member of the Venice Neighborhood Council many years ago, and 
remain an active and caring member of the community.

The proposed Venice Place Hotel is out of scale with the neighborhood, and in violation of the Venice Specific 
Plan. Its massive scale, more than five times the original development, will demolish three small bungalows on 
Westminster Avenue, will present a 3-story block-long wall face to the residential community at the back of this 
project. It represents yet a further takeover of the Oakwood community, and will certainly further reduce the 
diversity there.

Have any of you driven on Electric Avenue? I do so often to avoid blockages on Abbot Kinney Blvd.and let’s 
not even talk about Lincoln. Electric only allows one car to easily get through, in one direction, as it is a narrow 
street with vehicles always parked on both sides of the street. When two vehicles pass one another, one of 
them is required to pull close to a parked car to allow the other to pass. (This situation would not be improved 
by making Electric a one-way street, as it would further negatively impact both Abbot Kinney and the adjacent 
neighborhoods because of the limited parking.) The prospect of putting a hotel at the proposed location, with 
hundreds of additional vehicles entering and exiting from Electric.from anywhere in this neighborhood is 
ridiculous, but Electric(?!?!) is absurd. The walled compound proposed for this project is completely antithetical 
to the spirit of our Venice community. The additional danger to the children at Westminster School and living in 
the neighborhood, created by the additional traffic, the nearly 24/7 alcohol, the valet drivers, and indeed by the 
very nature of this massive project, is unacceptable to Venice.

This is not a compatible use with an elementary school directly across the street, and will create a danger to 
the children and their families. This project is estimated to generate at least 688 more car trips per day, and will 
create heavy traffic at the times when children are going to and from school. It will also be yet another alcohol
serving venue, but at a huge scale, in the neighborhood.

I have seen this referred to as a parking disaster, and believe that is a huge understatement. Because of our 
proximity to the beach, we are unable to successfully restrict parking, and that’s not really a good solution even 
if we did have that ability. Since the onsite parking is mechanical and valet-assisted, it is clear that most visitors 
will prefer to find parking in the Oakwood and surrounding neighborhoods, to the detriment of the residents.

Finally, this would set a dangerous precedent for future developments, as it is tieing together eight lots for a 
single project. Our Coastal plan is supposed to protect against this!

Please do not allow this project to go forward as proposed!

Cordially,

/
Eileen

Eileen Pollack Erickson
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