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Please DENY the Hotel Project 20-1024

Kevin Garland <kmgarland@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 3, 2020 3:15 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

I am a resident of Venice for over 13 years. I’m currently a home owner at 224 San Juan Ave 90292. Our 
neighborhood has been highly challenged during this pandemic. In the first two months or so, Venice felt like I 
remembered it. Easier parking. More walking. Seeing neighbors again. Community. Then slowly everyone 
began using our community as their escape from the rest of the city. Just when I thought the pre-pandemic 
tourism couldn’t get worse, it has morphed into something untenable. I was walking on the boardwalk - blocks 
from my home - last night with a friend, and he said it has become a harrowing, real-life version of Michael 
Jackson’s “Thriller” music video.

This is the world you’ve created for us Venice residents. Or, at the least, you have permitted. So I find it 
shocking to the conscience that you are bowing to corporate interests when there are real problems to solve. 
This hotel will not bring in the “right” people. It will just bring in more people. I’m not a NIMBYer, but I do 
demand that my elected officials and their designees do proper city planning before permitting growth. We have 
the best city planners in the world coming from UCLA. Listen to them.

I don’t believe having a massive hotel in an area of Venice with minimal parking will do anything but make the 
neighborhood less communal. Before the pandemic, those of us who lived closed to Abbot Kinney had our 
parking taken and our homes overrun with tourists due to the lack of city planning and infrastructure.

If you are going to permit this, you MUST begin issuing permit parking for residents. Even now, during a 
pandemic when things should be slow, I have trouble finding parking because my home is on a former canal, 
an historic location without a garage or driveway.

The neighborhood council and by proxy city council does nothing to support us long-term residents who are the 
ones that suffer from the unplanned, late-capitalistic approach to tourism here. I understand that you are under 
enormous pressure from business interests to do their bidding. I ask that you take this moment, the global shift 
we’re experiencing during the pandemic, and reflect on your duties to the residents and long term community 
members of Venice who have suffered the most in the past 10 years from the endless growth. Please consider 
our pain.

Thank you.

Best regards.

Kevin Garland
Owner, 224 San Juan Ave 90291
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