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The Venice Place Project - support letters

Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 28, 2020 12:37 PM

Honorable Councilmembers and City Staff:
On behalf of The Venice Place Project which is scheduled to be on the Sept. 3 PLUM Committee meeting 
agenda, please see attached support letters. Thank you.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Venice Project
1 message

Jeffrey J Fritz <jeffrey@distincthomesla.com>
To: "theveniceplace@gmail.com" <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 5:07 PM

Hi Mike,

I am not sure why you are inserting yourself into the project that was already approved by APC. 
This is extremely frustrating. There are so many benefits to this project that I do not understand 
why you are trying to halt it. It might be better to concentrate on the all the homeless you are 
allowing to live in Venice. This type of activity is not what your constituents are looking for.

Jeffrey J Fritz

577 / Washington Blvd

Venice, CA 90292
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

The Venice Place Project
1 message

Steven Lake <stevenlake@mac.com>
To: Coundlmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 2:08 PM

Council Member Mike Bonin,

As an early proponent of the Venice Place Project, I am writing you out of frustration as to why the project was 
not allowed to proceed as approved by the APC. I have been a involved with almost every single outreach 
meeting and hearing this project has gone through, including the approvals by the Venice Neighborhood 
Council LUPC, the Venice Neighborhood Council Board, the City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator and the 
West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission. Why are you disregarding an 8-year process that includes 
participation by literally hundreds of community members like myself? I hope you recognize the hard work and 
cooperation by the many that have been involved and took time out from very busy schedules to support.This 
project is a great example of responsible community development, and I urge you to be the leader to help 
move this project forward. Venice deserves this.

Sincerely,

Steven Lake 
21 Outrigger Street #A, 
Venice California, 90292
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

The Venice Place Project - Community/Resident input
1 message

Melissa Murphy <melismurphy@me.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 6:38 PM

Councilmember Bonin,

Venice needs The Venice Place Project.

With millions of visitors every year why does Venice send revenue/guests to Santa Monica or MDR? We 
want and need a hotel and gathering space for our friends and family to visit us. Airbnb took over Venice 
years ago for this very reason and there is no oversight. My partner and I are woken nights at 3a or 4a in the 
morning with people partying in neighbor rentals because airbnb is their only option. Housing for residents in 
Venice has suffered and skyrocketed because of airbnb. People who want to live here CAN NOT because 
the airbnb owners use their housing for short term.

The Venice Place project has endured 8 years of vetting and continual updates on their project to satisfy 
community requests. They have done 20+ open houses, presentations and community meetings with 800+ 
community supporters. Personally, I like how the project has evolved and promises to invest in the Venice 
community. With the pandemic and loss of jobs we need to invest in rebuilding. My partner and I have been 
a part of community discourse, and with other Venice locals have supported it through the City’s planning 
process for the past 8 years (me) as a resident and he for longer.

What I don’t understand is given that The Venice Place Project has already been A) Endorsed by Venice 
Chamber of Commerce, B) Los Angeles Business Council and C) Gotten approvals from:

1. the Venice Neighborhood Council LUPC,
2. Venice Neighborhood Council Board,
3. City of Los Angeles Zoning Administrator
4. West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission

why wouldn’t this project be allowed to go forward as approved by the APC!?

The project is in line with Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the Los 
Angeles Municipal Code. What are we missing here?! They have also partnered with a celebrated (and 
beloved) Venice local David Hertz to create a gorgeous, inclusive and smart design which incorporates the 
existing buildings with a new design. Electric Avenue will have native landscaping and proper sidewalks with 
walkways to Abbot Kinney.

With 8-years of Venice community support from hundreds+ of Venetians like myself we see this is as an 
opportunity to support our hard working community in future development. This is smart people creating 
jobs and building a future for Venice.

Please - approve this project for our community. Your tenure must focus on how to bring our community back 
after the current economic and community hardship of Covid-19, not focus on how to slow economic 
rebuilding. This is your chance.

Best,
Melissa Murphy
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Venice Resident

Melissa Murphy | Producer | 323.428.8055 | melismurphy@mac.com 
2351 Eastern Canal, Venice, CA 90291

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
This electronic mail message and any attached files contain information intended for the exclusive use of the 
individual or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is proprietary, privileged, 
confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are 
hereby notified that any viewing, copying, disclosure or distribution of this information may be subject to legal 
restriction or sanction. Please notify the sender, by electronic mail or telephone, of any unintended recipient 
and delete the original message without making any copies.
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

your 245 Action
1 message

murez@venice.net <murez@venice.net>
To: Mike Bonin <mike.bonin@lacity.org>, Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org 
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 5:30 PM

Dear Mike,

I'm at a loss for words... The voices of a few residents and about as many 
people that live outside the community seem to have convinced you there is 
something wrong with the proposed hotel on Abbot Kinney. I just keep asking 
myself why you have a problem with positive energy in our community.

Dan and his team have done everything asked of them, had the meetings and 
made all the changes that were requested along the way. They comply to all 
codes and would bring a very badly needed use to our community: a hotel 
which, in turn, would allow the City to morally crack down on short term 
rentals because there would be an alternative solution for visitors.

We in Venice and throughout the entire city need development now more than 
ever before in my lifetime. That Dan is willing to invest his money into 
the community is wonderful and should not be taken lightly.

Please stop taking the side of the naysayers and start listening to your 
residents that have invested their lives trying to make Venice a wonderful 
place for Angelinos and visitors from around the world. We need positive 
statements in the news about good things that are happening in Venice, so 
when COVID is over, our visitor serving heritage can be reborn as a world 
renowned destination.

Thank you for your consideration, please allow Dan's hotel project move 
forward.

Best,
--Jim
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

The Venice Place Project
1 message

Lisa Turner Dimster <lwturner@me.com>
To: Coundlmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 8:43 PM

Dear Council Member Bonin,

I am disappointed to hear that the project known as the Venice Place Project has been stalled yet again by a 
245 action.

I have written brief letters of support in the past, but this time I'm going to expand in the hopes that these 
words will be read and taken to heart.

I have lived in Venice since 2007, loving this community and unique neighborhood. I met my husband here, a 
long time Venice resident. I am an Apparel Design executive who has worked for top brands such as Nike. I 
am a property owner and tax payer.

I first became aware of this project perhaps 5 or 6 years ago when I was invited to one of the community 
outreach meetings. I was admittedly skeptical at the very beginning and not expecting to like what I heard. 
However, Dan Adrams and his team have impressed me as a group who were not only passionate about the 
neighborhood and community but willing to listen and adjust their plans based on the community feedback. I 
saw the earlier plans and I was glad to see how many changes and adjustments the team had made by the 
next time they presented the project. I watched the evolution and communication over the years and just 
have to say, this team has really proved that they, also as locals, want to do it right. They are respectful to the 
history of Venice and will be the best steward to protect the facades on Abbott Kinney they have carefully 
folded into their plan.

One of my main concerns, as a Venice resident, is the ever present parking problem. The Venice Place 
group eased my concerns by proving they were providing the required parking in a modern way, as well as 
planning ahead for loading and drop off zones. There are many businesses on Abbott Kinney who are not 
providing any parking, such as Everlane. And other older businesses that are grandfathered in with zero 
parking. To solve this problem, we should address the future needs in novel ways rather than penalize a 
business who is adding parking spots.

Abbott Kinney is a tourist destination. As a fashion executive, I often traveled with my teams to LA and Abbot 
Kinney well before I lived here. We'd shop the stores but with no hotels nearby, we'd stay in other 
neighborhoods, spending money on lodging and meals elsewhere. When my family has visited, I'd put them 
up in hotels in Mid City or Santa Monica which was less ideal for all of us. Having a quality hotel on our best 
tourist destination will bring in countless dollars not just in hotel stays, but in other adjacent business.

I was part of the most recent community meeting and listened to the lively discussion and dialogues. This 
team presented their project and responded in great detail to all concerns. After witnessing that long meeting, 
I can not understand how this group is not yet cleared to move forward after 8 long years.

As a property owner, I have a huge concern that projects that are following the Venice Specific Plan other city 
ordinances are being blocked and stalled through an unreasonable delay. This project abides by the rules 
and does not ask for exceptions. If we have the rules, and they are followed, they must be granted.

This is a project that will bring jobs and spending to Venice. We have all seen the boarded up businesses.
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Having a business of this caliber, will be an anchor to the street and will lift up other small businesses that are 
still struggling from Covid and other closures. This will add jobs not just at a silicone beach level, but more 
accessible jobs that could provide opportunities for local community members.

I could go on and on, but I urge you to support this project which will be an asset to Venice and the 
community. Please register my full support for this project.

Thank you,

Lisa Dimster 
623 Vernon Ave. 
Venice CA 90291
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Venice Place Project
1 message

Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 2:28 PMJeff Tanner <jefftanner@me.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Councilperson Bonin,

I am writing to express my dismay and disappointment in finding out about your decision to assert yourself 
after the fact with a dubious 245 action against The Venice Place Project.

This action invalidates 8 years of investment and diligent attention to process as the city has required this 
project to meet numerous requirements which they have done and in the process have demonstrated their 
intent to be a good and responsible neighbor with a project by locals that will benefit the neighborhood and 
provide a gathering place and resource for Venice residents.

I am unclear why you would take this action against a local project when over and over again we see national 
chains and tech companies sweep out local businesses. This project seems like a major improvement to 
Abbot Kinney and again once which might benefit locals and not just be here to serve as an anchor for a 
national chain or simply another grammable corner for the Sunday day tripper.

Myself, friends and our neighbors have been looking forward to enjoying the new Venice Place and we're all
quite disappointed to hear that you would try to stand in it’s way.

We have a hard time understanding what your reasoning could possibly be and look forward to your 
response.

Jeff Tanner 
2353 Eastern Canal 
Venice, CA 90291
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Venice Place <theveniceplace@gmail.com>

Reaction to your 245 action on The Venice Place Project
1 message

Thu, Aug 27, 2020 at 5:04 PMCorbin Smith <nibrocla1@me.com>
To: Councilmember.bonin@lacity.org
Cc: len.nguyen@lacity.org, Jason.p.douglas@lacity.org, krista.kline@lacity.org

Dear Mike,

I don't understand and am really annoyed by your 245 action with regard to the Venice Place Project which I 
have supported with enthusiasm since its inception. It has successfully jumped through an astounding 
number of legal, procedural, and NIMBY hoops in the last 8 years and its developers have been highly 
responsive to the feedback they've gotten in the process. The record is clear and I won't recite it other than to 
say that this project is an appropriate and legal use of the land, will have minimal negative impact on our 
community and will have significant positive impact on that community. We residents of Venice could not 
have asked for a better and more sensitive team to develop and bring to life a needed asset to our part of LA. 
They've done a supremely patient, creative, and thoughtful job at getting it to where it is.

What's up? You don't owe me anything for the countless times I've stood up for you in the face of 
unreasonable opposition and hate directed your way about any number of issues: the revisions to Venice 
Boulevard, your reasoned efforts to address homelessness, the Reese-Davidson Project, and more. You 
don't know about my defense because there was no reason for me to communicate it to you. I've always felt 
that you had your district's best interests at heart in the positions you've taken, and the actions you've 
proposed and I’ve expressed that clearly to those who throw their hate at you.

But your 245 action dumbfounds me. It's wrongheaded, inserts you into the process in an unreasonable and 
unconscionable way, and ignores the true, grassroots support this project and this team have earned from 
hundreds of Venetians like me who love Venice as much as anyone else.

If you're attempting to curry favor with a small group of vocal opponents, maybe even some who have been 
critical of you in the past, that's wrongheaded and beneath the high standard you've set for yourself all along. 
Why do you think you can subvert the clear and tedious process that the Venice Place Project has endured? 
What gives?

Wow.

Corbin Smith 
2008 Alberta Avenue 
Venice, CA 90291 
310-902-8369
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