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Karen Brodkin <kBrodkin@anthro.ucla.edu> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 30, 2020 7:16 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you.

Karen Brodkin

803 Amoroso Pl

Venice
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Pam Pressley <pam@consumerwatchdog.org> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 30, 2020 12:10 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

My husband and I are longtime Venice residents of 28 years, having lived the last 19 years in the Oakwood 
neighborhood 2 blocks east of Abbot Kinney Blvd. where the construction of the roughly 70,000 square 
foot, 78-room hotel is proposed. Our street Brooks Ave. is one of the only residential streets that provides a 
throroughfare from Lincoln Blvd. to Abbot Kinney, which will be utilized as a route to and from the hotel 
by noisy construction vehicles, delivery trucks, hotel patron cars and ride shares. We are parents of a 10- 
year-old child who attends Westminster Ave. Elementary school, which is located directly across the street 
from the proposed hotel. I urge you to reject the "Venice Place" hotel project for the following reasons:

- the questionable determination that the project qualifies as “mixed use” due to labeling four of the hotel 
rooms as “long term stay” units that will not provide any housing to the local community is an obvious 
end-run around local lot consolidation restrictions; the consolidation of 8 lots for a hotel with a rooftop 
pool on Abbot Kinney is unprecedented as this area is characterized by residential housing, and small 
shops and restaurants.

- permitting a 78-room upscale hotel, liquor market, and bar to be wedged between the historically low- 
income, predominately African American and Latino Oakwood community and Westminster Ave 
Elementary school directly across the street (with 85% of its families being low income) would once again 
be ignoring the needs of this community and failing to preserve a safe and quiet learning environment for 
our children.

-the current liquor license applying to existing restaurants on site that operate primarily in the afternoon 
and evening hours would be vastly expanded to allow a full range of alcohol to be sold from 7am to 1am, 
both on-site at its rooftop pool bar and courtyard area and for off site consumption at a new “market” 
directly on the corner where children cross to and from school daily at Westminster Ave and Abbot Kinney. 
Allowing a rooftop bar and liquor market within 600 feet of a school where children are present from 
7:30am to 6pm is contrary to public welfare and safety. An 18 hour per day bar and liquor outlet next to a 
school not only advertises substance abuse but also glamorizes it. We don’t need more drunken tourists 
milling around when our children are on the way to or from school or waiting for their parents and 
guardians to pick them up in front of the school.

-The EIR used an outdated 2016 traffic report, ignoring the congestion that has built up over the last 4 
years in this area of Venice. A hotel at this location will drastically increase the traffic on already over
congested 2-lane Abbot Kinney Blvd., especially during the morning and late afternoon/evening periods 
when children and families are walking and driving to and from school. The school crosswalk at Broadway 
Ave. and Abbot Kinney is already one of the most dangerous in LAUSD with drivers speeding through the 
crosswalk and failing to stop even with a crossing guard standing in the middle of the street and yellow
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lights flashing. I have witnessed it firsthand on a daily basis. The lack of an ample hotel loading area on 
Broadway (also in the path of school children) would force delivery trucks to park in the median lane of 
Abbot Kinney, making the school crosswalk even less visible to oncoming traffic and thereby further 
jeopardizing our children’s safety.
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-A 78 room hotel joining 8 lots (whereas the coastal plan allows a maximum of 3) is vastly out-of-scale for 
the neighborhood. Currently the area is occupied by small restaurants and shops, a church, and a preschool, 
and is bordered by a quiet residential area on two sides and an elementary school on the other. It is simply 
not the place for a bustling, boisterous hotel and rooftop pool bar with a party atmosphere operating until 
the wee hours of the morning.

-Parking on surrounding residential streets including Broadway, Electric, Westminster and Brooks Avenues 
will be a nightmare, compounding the current scarce parking situation for local residents especially during 
summer months. Hotel residents/guests and their visitors, patrons of the hotel restaurants and rooftop bar, 
and attendees of onsite events will not all use the proposed expensive valet-only, automated parking system 
accessed only on the extremely-narrow Electric Ave where only a single car can drive through. Rather than 
waiting in line to park while backed up on Abbot Kinney, Broadway or Electric, hotel patrons and 
employees will park on surrounding neighborhood streets, taking up already scarce parking for residents.

-Westminster Elementary school children and staff should not have to endure two years of construction 
noise and pollution during school hours when they are trying to learn and teach. Classroom and 
administrative office windows face Abbot Kinney Boulevard directly, and according to the EIR, school 
administrators would be tasked with calling the project construction site manager with noise and pollution 
complaints on a daily basis. It is not enough to cease construction during special events such as testing and 
culmination. Children and staff need a quiet, safe learning environment on a daily basis.

For all these reasons, and all those set forth in the appeal of Citizens Preserving Venice, we strongly urge 
you to disapprove the proposed Venice Place hotel project.

Thank you,

Pamela Pressley

& Rush Gomez

411 Brooks Ave

Venice, CA 90291
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Robin Rudisill <wildrudi@icloud.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 30, 2020 11:24 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This project disrespects Oakwood, an historically African American community. It walls the neighborhood off from 
trendy Abbot Kinney Blvd. with a 30-foot high, block-long line of demarcation. Abbot Kinney gets the front door. Electric 
Ave. at the edge of Oakwood gets the service entrance and all the late-night noise of the valets and parting revelers till 
after 1:00 AM.

This carries on an implicitly racially discriminatory practice of encouraging the high street wall along the south side of 
Electric, walling off Oakwood, historically a neighborhood of people of color, from the Abbot Kinney retail corridor just 
outside the Oakwood border.

This block-long, three-story project is bigger than anything around. It is not compatible with the neighborhood, and it will 
set precedents that will fuel more speculation and more oversize projects to run over the neighborhood. It completely 
ignores the Venice Land Use Plan’s requirement that development be compatible with the mass, scale, and character of its 
neighbors.

This mixed-use project has zero affordable housing. It’s a fancy hotel for fancy people. It only has four apartments, and 
three of those are required to replace houses they’re demolishing, houses that the developer has been illegally leasing out 
for a day care operation.

They’re putting a hotel and a liquor store right across the street from an elementary school. There’s liquor service 
throughout the project. What could go wrong? This project greatly increases traffic across the pedestrian routes of children 
going to and from Westminster Elementary School. Trucks loading and unloading on Abbot Kinney Blvd. will create blind 
areas for children crossing and for drivers. Trucks backing across the Broadway sidewalk into the onsite loading area will 
create another hazard for school kids.

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the 
project.

For the Love of Los Angeles 
and our precious Coast, 
Robin Rudisill 
(310) 721-2343
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GARRICK EBBINS <g.ebbtide@me.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 30, 2020 8:31 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you. 
Garrick Ebbins

Sent from my iPhone 
Garrick Ebbins 
310.591.9920
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leearc@aol.com <leearc@aol.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 30, 2020 8:11 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.As a 
volunteer at he Westminster Elementary School across the street from the proposed project (1010 Abbot Kinney 
Blvd.) I feel it is in appropriate for the community.

Thank you 
Cande Friedman 
323 10th st
Santa Monica, Ca 90402
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Madeleine Schwab <madeleineschwab@yahoo.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 30, 2020 4:46 PM

Dear Honorable Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

As this is the wrong project for Venice, and it has been for the last 8 years, I urge PLUM to deny it!
The Venice community has opposed this project since it was first proposed 8 years ago. In that time, the developers have done little to address 
community concerns that have been brought up over and over again. Among the issues that have never been addressed:

The developer seeks to tie 8 lots together in an area where legally they can only tie 3 lots together. This will 
set a dangerous precedent for future development in Venice.

The project will negatively impact the quality of life for the historically African-American community of 
Oakwood, an area already disproportionally impacted by COVID, lack of affordable housing, gentrification, land 
speculation and inadequate parking.

At capacity (and especially during events such as weddings, screenings, and business gatherings) there is 
simply not enough parking to accommodate the hotel, multiple bars and restaurants and thousands of square feet of 
office/retail space. Overflow traffic will park in Oakwood, where the Coastal Commission has mandated parking be 
free and unrestricted.

All the traffic this project will generate. With the parking entrance and exit located on Electric Ave. - a tiny 
side street barely wide enough for one car to pass at a time now and locked in on all sides by single family homes 
and small apartments - gridlock is inevitable at peak times there and the surface streets in Oakwood. And unlike 
other retail or residential projects on Abbot Kinney, the hotel will be open 24 hours a day, bringing with it traffic very 
late at night and early in the morning.

The developers claim they will provide state of the art "automated" parking, yet have admitted the 
technology is new and untested. Worse, they've provided no back up plan in case the technology fails.

Lastly, the developers are seeking a liquor license to serve alcohol from 7AM-1AM, even though it will be 
located directly across the street from the Westminster Elementary School. As a retired high school teacher, I know 
the importance of the environment around the school--and how alluring a liquor store can be.

Until these issues are adequately addressed by the developer, I respectfully ask you to deny approval outright or veto this project as proposed 
send it back to the WLA Planning Commission for further review and community input.

Sincerely,
Madeleine Schwab,
a native of Los Angeles for nearly 80 years, and who has been following this project; 
as well, an educator who understands the impact of the community environment on students.
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Theo Lewitt <theo.lewitt@icloud.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 30, 2020 10:37 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

This project is stained by complete and total disregard for the safety, peace And quality of life for the 
surrounding neighborhood. This project is utterly concerned with profits and profits only, but at the cost of 
tearing down a community which has already suffered incredible assault from developers and speculators.

If you have any love left for the Venice community, residents old and new, you will DENY this project once and 
for all.

Thank you.
Theo Kirkham-Lewitt

Sent from my iPhone
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Sepideh Kashanian <sepikashanian@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 30, 2020 9:05 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,
I have been a venice resident since 2007 and a homeowner since 2009. I have seen this beach community 
transform, both in wonderful ways, and also in ways that saddens me.
This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project. 
There are so many issues with this project that the idea that it is still in question just blows my mind.
Please do the right thing for our neighborhood, our children, and all people affected by this.
Thank you.
Sepideh kashanian

Sent from my iPhone
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Judy Esposito <judy.esposito@msn.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 30, 2020 8:41 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

WRONG SIZE WRONG LOCATION

PLEASE RESPECT THOSE OF US THAT LIVE HERE

Thank you

Judith Esposito 
Frank Defurio
Pamela Harbour Venice Residents
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