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miharhub@verizon.net <miharhub@verizon.net> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 7:22 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. I respectfully urge PLUM to deny the 
project.

As an Oakwood resident for 28 years, I am truly shaking my head in disbelief that this apartment hotel may be 
going into the proposed location. Goodness gracious, the scale of this project is simply massive and is in no 
way compatible with the surrounding neighborhood.

Traffic on Abbot Kinney is already a nightmare during several periods of each day. The bumper to bumper 
congestion leads many drivers to side streets in an effort to bypass this slogging route. Electric Avenue is a 
challenge in the best of times. And when you throw in the project's woefully lacking commercial loading area, 
the surrounding streets appear to be in for an even tougher time.

The mechanically operated, below ground level parking garage will be anything but speedy and efficient. The 
175 parking spaces seem hardly enough for 78 hotel rooms, 4 apartments along with all the employees and 
patrons of the various restaurants, cafes, business and office entities. Yes, I get it, some people will be riding 
bikes and some will walk in. But probably not the hotel guests or their visitors. Nor, I suppose, will those folks 
who are stopping by for take away alcohol purchases be biking on over. The added influx of attendees to 
special events are another complication to parking. Our neighborhood will be absorbing the overflow as well as 
those who don't want to deal with the hassle or high cost of the valet. Parking here is already a daily disaster, 
this project will add insult to injury for us residents.

The potential impact on Westminster Elementary deserves its own discussion. The added traffic, noise and 
other daily activity related to what the developers see as a bustling commercial tract hardly seem compatible 
with an elementary school directly across the street. My word, alcohol will be for sale before the kids get to 
school in the morning and will continue long after they leave for the day.

I'm sure the developers are excited about their vision, but this may have been the absolute worst place in 
Venice to try to make their dream come true. Again, I respectfully ask that this project be rejected.
Thank you,

Hubert Hodgin 
Venice, CA

Virus-free. www.avast.como
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Paola Pini <paola@piniarchitect.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 9:17 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

I’ve lived in venice for over 20 years and I appreciate the many changes happening to our community. Abbot 
Kinney was a run down street and it is now the trendiest street in the USA.
What makes it so charming and attract tourist is its funky vibes with simple mostly one-story buildings. Said one 
and 2-story buildings are perfect for walkability and pedestrian friendly , they are at what was coined by 
internationally renown architect Le Corbusier at ‘human scale’, therefore inviting and and enhancing the 
pedestrian experience. The 1-story units abutting the sidewalk are nothing compared to the 3-story proposed 
for the hotel.

I am an architect and an urban planner, and I urge PLUM to take into consideration the historic quality of the 
Neighborhood. The venice canals have been destroyed by out-of scale building that only care about return on 
investments, Venice is getting gentrified and that bring a new group of people into the community but it does 
not ave to be at the expense of the one that have been here longer, that made Venice the attraction that is is 
and what we residents call home.

This project ignored the Venice Land Use Plan’s designation of “...Abbot Kinney Boulevard between Venice 
Boulevard and Brooks Avenue.” as one of the “.significant architectural, historical and cultural landmarks in 
the Venice Coastal Zone.” in order to demolish three existing historic residences.

In this climate or high-ten social tensions please do not allow another project that carries on an implicitly 
racially discriminatory practice of encouraging the high street wall along the south side of Electric, walling off 
Oakwood, historically a neighborhood of people of color, from the Abbot Kinney retail corridor just outside the 
Oakwood border.

Thank you for doing right by Venice residents and not developers and big money.

Respectfully, 
Paola Pini

Paola Pini

Principal
Paola Pini architect 
310.985.4212

www.piniarchitect.com
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mcsvox <mcsvox@verizon.net>
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 9:03 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the Plum Committee,

I write in opposition to the project under consideration known as the Venice Place Hotel.

I have watched my neighborhood transform over the almost thirty years I've lived here on Vernon Avenue, a 
one minute walk from the proposed site of this massive private project, a project that ignores the physical and 
spatial limitations of the site, ignores the presence of school children, and ignores the many substantive 
concerns raised by the community and other advocates warning against the increased risks it poses to me, my 
neighbors, and the many thousands who visit Abbott Kinney. It shouldn't be built. It is much too big, And it's 
brazenly careless.

Residents of Oakwood are not strangers to development and what it does to neighborhoods, but the 
deleterious effects of this project will ripple out like nothing we've seen before.

I have watched long time residents and neighbors pushed out of their family homes, more than once in violation 
of the Mello Act, to make way for a development or an Airbnb.

I have watched the density and traffic and parking issues intensify with the explosion of Silicon Beach to the 
point where I actually alter my plans in consideration of how far from my house I'll likely have to park when I 
return and how impassible Abbott Kinney and Electric Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard, and now even 4th Street, 
will be. Many of my neighbors don't have that flexibility.

I have watched the numbers of people living on our streets swell and tent communities have become an 
accustomed and shameful sight in Venice, as in so many parts of Los Angeles.

And into this stew and in the midst of a global pandemic, this project, a 78 room luxury hotel, with all of the 
attendant support services and personnel, is proposed.

When we are on the other side of this pandemic, and who can say when that might be, what will the cost have 
been to tourism? Will Americans travel? Will foreign nationals travel to America? It's hard to foresee a 
situation wherein the Venice Place Hotel will be filling a need for accommodations in a booming tourism market 
anytime soon. With the numbers of rooms available in Venice, Marina Del Rey and our LA County neighbor to 
the north, Santa Monica, it is more likely to crowd the market when demand is dwindling and succeed only in 
further burdening existing local hoteliers.

Granting this proposal would be unwise at any time, but at this time it is nonsensical. What we don't know 
about the COVID-19 virus is almost everything, but among the things we do know is that it must cause us to 
rethink how and what we build, where we build and for whom. Pre-pandemic concerns have been exacerbated 
and new concerns have emerged. There is no reasonable argument for approving this project now.

It is also true that this is a controversial project, vigorously opposed by Oakwood residents and advocacy 
organizations, but in Los Angeles it's business interests and developers who tend to prevail. Ongoing FBI 
investigations have led to a guilty plea from one recent City Council member and the arrest of a sitting Council 
member, both on corruption charges. Appearances do matter. Many of us have been working with the City 
Council for some time to address the outsized influence developers wield over outcomes, but as yet the City 
Council has taken no meaningful action. Approval of such an unpopular project will further the perception that 
the city favors the desires of the monied over the needs of our communities and the people of Los Angeles, 
even in a time of unprecedented crisis.

I urge you to reject this project.

Sincerely,
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Michele Sutter 
Venice CA 90291

Member, LACDP Central Committee 
AD 62

£ Virus-free. www.avast.com
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ADAM DAVIDSON <davidsonadam@me.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 7:57 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you.
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Scott Litt <scottw.litt@verizon.net>
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 9:37 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project. 
I would also remind the council members of the ongoing homeless situation in this area.
I believe this would have a negative impact on this neighborhood.

Thank you.

Scott Litt
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Smiley Stevens <ssstevens8@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 10:12 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you.
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Erin Desmond <erin.m.desmond@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 8:57 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you.

Erin Desmond
10 year resident of Venice
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Lucy Osinksi <lucy@grlswirl.com>
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 8:55 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee, This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 
8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project. Thank you.

Lucy Osinski 
CEO & Co founder 
m: +1.845.275.2270

'>!%>
@grlswirl
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Keith White <keithwhite@me.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 8:54 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you.

https://groups.google.com/a/lacity.org/forum/print/msg/clerk.plumcommittee/FioDFRV1Hao/Dr-wzqoQAQAJ?ctz=5615525_84_88_104280_84_446940 1/1

https://groups.google.com/a/lacity.org/d/topic/clerk.plumcommittee/FioDFRV1Hao
mailto:keithwhite@me.com
https://groups.google.com/a/lacity.org/d/forum/clerk.plumcommittee
https://groups.google.com/a/lacity.org/forum/print/msg/clerk.plumcommittee/FioDFRV1Hao/Dr-wzqoQAQAJ?ctz=5615525_84_88_104280_84_446940


9/4/2020 DENY THE HOTEL PROJECT 20-1024 - Google Groups

Google Groups

DENY THE HOTEL PROJECT 20-1024

Akure Wall <akure@mac.com>
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 7:47 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you.

Sarah Wall

Oakwood resident

Sent from my iPhone
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Laura Silagi <lrsilagi@gmail.com>
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 7:25 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you.

Laura Silagi 
1072 Palms blvd 
Venice 90291 
Sent from my iPhone
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semayfield@aol.com <semayfield@aol.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 7:20 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. Developers, with their funneling money to 
city council members, have become the corporate raiders of our time and place.They have destroyed many of the 
diverse neighborhoods that have long characterized the unique composition of the city of Los Angeles. This block- 
long, three-story project is is not compatible with the neighborhood, and it will set precedents that will fuel more 
speculation and more oversize projects to run over our storied and eclectic "small city."

In addition, this project walls the Oakwood neighborhood--historically a black community--off from trendy 
Abbot Kinney Blvd. with a 30-foot high, block-long line of demarcation. It smacks of age-old racist policies such as 
redlining and excluding people of color from affluent white districts.

This development-on-steroids project ignores Venice stakeholders and their contributions to the Venice Land Use 
Plan, which requires that development be compatible with the mass, scale, and character of its neighbors. And it has 
zero affordable housing. The project is a fancy hotel for fancy people.

We urge PLUM to deny the project. Thank you.

Respectfully,
Suellen Mayfield 
Long-time Venice resident
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Andrea McDonald <amcdonald3@antioch.edu> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 7:03 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you.

Andrea McDonald
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Dennis Hathaway <venicedd@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 5:37 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you.
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Dennis Hathaway <venicedd@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 5:05 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

As a long-time resident of Venice, I believe this project is out of keeping with the character of the community. It is designed to attract tourists and benefit 

a small number of businesspersons at the expense of the adjacent neighborhoods, which are suffering from lack of affordable housing, traffic congestion, 

and economic development. Please reject this hotel development

Sincerely,

Dennis Hathaway
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Andrea Stern <andrea.stern@bitrecruiting.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 3:35 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Enough is enough!!

Thank you.
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Steve Yeager <rsyla@me.com>
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 1:03 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. I urge PLUM to deny the project.

I agree with all of these points that have been raised over and over:

Oversize
This block-long, three-story project is bigger than anything around. It is not compatible with the neighborhood, 
and it will set precedents that will fuel more speculation and more oversize projects to run over the 
neighborhood. It completely ignores the Venice Land Use Plan’s requirement that development be compatible 
with the mass, scale, and character of its neighbors.

Affordable housing
This mixed-use project has zero affordable housing. It’s a fancy hotel for fancy people. It only has four 
apartments, and three of those are required to replace houses they’re demolishing, houses that the developer 
has been illegally leasing out for a day care operation.

Oakwood
This project disrespects Oakwood. It walls the neighborhood off from trendy Abbot Kinney Blvd. with a 30-foot 
high, block-long line of demarcation. Abbot Kinney gets the front door. Electric Ave. at the edge of Oakwood 
gets the service entrance and all the late-night noise of the valets and parting revelers till after 1:00 AM.

This carries on an implicitly racially discriminatory practice of encouraging the high street wall along the south 
side of Electric, walling off Oakwood, historically a neighborhood of people of color, from the Abbot Kinney retail 
corridor just outside the Oakwood border.

Parking
The developer’s own traffic study says the parking plan as adopted will be inadequate for the kinds of events 
they’ll have.

The traffic study says the parking garage by itself can’t handle the traffic. Electric Ave. and Oakwood will bear 
the brunt, as well as the Lost Canals neighborhood.

Even when the garage isn’t jammed, many patrons will try for free street spots in Oakwood and Lost Canals 
neighborhoods instead of expensive, all-valet automated parking, and these coastal neighborhoods aren’t 
eligible for permit parking for residents.

The developers have never submitted real plans for their automated parking system.

Traffic
The traffic study is four years old and seriously out of date. Abbot Kinney Boulevard is jammed every morning 
and evening, and now we’re getting a whole new traffic stream from the current build-out of Marina del Rey and 
the north-south traffic it has generated, which will continue to grow.

Children’s safety
They’re putting a hotel and a liquor store right across the street from an elementary school. There’s liquor 
service throughout the project. What could go wrong?

This project greatly increases traffic across the pedestrian routes of children going to and from Westminster 
Elementary School.
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Trucks loading and unloading on Abbot Kinney Blvd. will create blind areas for children crossing and for 
drivers.

DENY THE HOTEL PROJECT 20-1024 - Google Groups

Trucks backing across the Broadway sidewalk into the onsite loading area will create another hazard for school 
kids.

Historic Preservation
They ignored the Venice Land Use Plan’s designation of “.Abbot Kinney Boulevard between Venice 
Boulevard and Brooks Avenue.” as one of the “.significant architectural, historical and cultural landmarks in 
the Venice Coastal Zone.” in order to demolish three existing historic residences.

Thank you,

Robert Yeager 
29 Clubhouse Ave 
Venice, Ca
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John Borneman <john.borneman@sbcglobal.net> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 10:21 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

I am a long-term resident of Venice who is not able to attend the hearing tomorrow due to work commitments. 
But I wish to express my opposition to the Venice Place Hotel. This large scale development is not in keeping 

with the Venice “vibe and values” and will only bring more traffic, congestion, and problems to Venice. We 
need more housing in Venice, not more hotels!

Thank you.

John Borneman

Sent from my iPad
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Scott Boughton <rsboughton@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 10:13 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

I'm sorry to see that the Venice Place Hotel project is still under consideration. While there are many very valid 
reasons for this project to be rejected. I'm going to focus on the one that I am most familiar with, namely the 
impact on the immediate neighborhood. Living a block from the development and as a parent of a seven year- 
old, I'm constantly made aware of the ways in which our lives are impacted by our local environment.

Fortunately, this is a subject that is very concretely addressed by Conditional Use (CU) regulations. Specifically, 
CU approval for operating a hotel within 500 feet of a residential zone requires that three objectives be 
satisfied.

1) That the project will enhance the built environment in the 
surrounding neighborhood or will perform a function or provide a 
service that is essential or beneficial to the community, city or 
region.

2) That the project’s location, size, height, operations and other 
significant features will be compatible with and will not adversely 
affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the surrounding 
neighborhood or the public health, welfare, and safety.

3) That the project substantially conforms with the purpose, intent 
and provisions of the General Plan, the applicable community 
plan, and any applicable specific plan.

While claims that this project will satisfy objectives 1 and 3 are dubious, to claim the second objective will be 
met is beyond absurd. This project is requesting a CU hotel permit less that 50 feet from a neighborhood 
already struggling with issues including noise, traffic and safety. Allowing this project to proceed is objectively 
bad urban planning policy, and the precedent it sets is potentially worse.

Please adhere to the letter and the spirit of both the zoning requirements and the Venice specific plan, and 
reject this project.

Scott Boughton
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MB. Boissonnault <mbboissonnault@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 2, 2020 9:46 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

We have had enough of the over-development of our community, with the willful ignoring of our creative class, 
and the inherent negative impact of gentrification. This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the 
last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you,

MB. Boissonnault
artist in Oakwood since 1999
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