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DENY THE HOTEL PROJECT 20-1024

Ali Subotnick <ajstella@mac.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 3, 2020 5:40 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

This block-long, three-story project is bigger than anything around. It is not compatible with the neighborhood, 
and it will set precedents that will fuel more speculation and more oversize projects to run over the 
neighborhood. It completely ignores the Venice Land Use Plan’s requirement that development be compatible 
with the mass, scale, and character of its neighbors.

This mixed-use project has zero affordable housing. It’s a fancy hotel for fancy people. It only has four 
apartments, and three of those are required to replace houses they’re demolishing, houses that the developer 
has been illegally leasing out for a day care operation.

This project disrespects Oakwood. It walls the neighborhood off from trendy Abbot Kinney Blvd. with a 30-foot 
high, block-long line of demarcation. Abbot Kinney gets the front door. Electric Ave. at the edge of Oakwood 
gets the service entrance and all the late-night noise of the valets and parting revelers till after 1:00 AM.

This carries on an implicitly racially discriminatory practice of encouraging the high street wall along the south 
side of Electric, walling off Oakwood, historically a neighborhood of people of color, from the Abbot Kinney retail 
corridor just outside the Oakwood border.

The developer’s own traffic study says the parking plan as adopted will be inadequate for the kinds of events 
they’ll have.

The traffic study says the parking garage by itself can’t handle the traffic. Electric Ave. and Oakwood will bear 
the brunt, as well as the Lost Canals neighborhood.

Even when the garage isn’t jammed, many patrons will try for free street spots in Oakwood and Lost Canals 
neighborhoods instead of expensive, all-valet automated parking, and these coastal neighborhoods aren’t 
eligible for permit parking for residents.

The developers have never submitted real plans for their automated parking system.

The traffic study is four years old and seriously out of date. Abbot Kinney Boulevard is jammed every morning 
and evening, and now we’re getting a whole new traffic stream from the current build-out of Marina del Rey and 
the north-south traffic it has generated, which will continue to grow.

They’re putting a hotel and a liquor store right across the street from an elementary school. There’s liquor 
service throughout the project. What could go wrong?

This project greatly increases traffic across the pedestrian routes of children going to and from Westminster 
Elementary School.

Trucks loading and unloading on Abbot Kinney Blvd. will create blind areas for children crossing and for drivers.

Trucks backing across the Broadway sidewalk into the onsite loading area will create another hazard for school 
kids.
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They ignored the Venice Land Use Plan’s designation of “...Abbot Kinney Boulevard between Venice 
Boulevard and Brooks Avenue.” as one of the “.significant architectural, historical and cultural landmarks in 
the Venice Coastal Zone.” in order to demolish three existing historic residences.
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The developer’s arguments

Claim: We’ve been working on this so long.

Answer: They’ve put the community through an eight-year siege to force through an outrageous project.

Claim: We’ve improved the project by reducing the height, separating the buildings, and adding dwelling units.

Answer: They didn’t do anything voluntarily; they were forced by the community.

Claim: We’ve collaborated with the City every step of the way.

Answer: We call it three quarters of a million dollars worth of lobbying.

Claim: We’ve done extensive engagement with the community

Answer: They talk, but the Hotel developers don’t listen.

Claim: Venice needs a hotel.

Answer: Venice needs housing for a diverse community, and especially affordable housing, which is totally 
missing from this project.

How the West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission got it wrong.

They failed to adequately consider and analyze the concerns raised by the four appeals. Although one appeal 
was withdrawn by the appellant, it was incorporated by reference in at least two of the other appeals. Therefore 
the commission was still required to give full consideration to its arguments, but did not.

They heard the case with a bare quorum of Commissioners This is one of the most complex and consequential 
cases to come before this commission. It’s the largest mixed-use project in Venice. It will set precedents for 
decades to come. Yet the Commission chose to hear it with only three Commissioners, requiring all to vote yes 
for the appeal to pass. One of the Commissioners was clear that her mind was already made up. One of the 
Commissioners raised good questions but was badgered by the President until she backed down.

They allowed multiple negative impacts to the Oakwood neighborhood and dismissed its residents’ concerns.
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They allowed conversion of an application for an Apartment Hotel to an application for a Hotel without any new 
hearings, and the conversion was slipped in the day before the Commission hearing.
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They said that four dwelling units in a 78-room hotel legally made this a mixed-use project under the Venice 
Land Use Plan.

They ignored CEQA alternatives that would have preserved the three historic residences.

They allowed demolition of the three historic residences.

They said that hotels were considered a residential land use, despite legal citations showing they are classified 
as a commercial land use.

They used this false classification to bolster their false claim that this was a mixed-use project under the Venice 
Land Use Plan.

They allowed consolidation of eight lots for a single project, in violation of the Venice Land Use Plan.

They allowed replacement of three freestanding residences by three apartment units built into hotel buildings, 
in violation of the state Mello Act.

They ignored the section of the EIR’s traffic study that required additional parking offsite.

They failed to take the full street dedication on Westminster Ave., which is seriously narrower than regulations 
require.

They allowed a liquor store right across the street from an elementary school.

They allowed a three-story hotel with roof deck right across the street from a residential neighborhood.

They created a situation that will have delivery trucks loading and unloading from the middle of Abbot Kinney 
Blvd, blocking sight lines and making it unsafe for pedestrians and school children.

THIS IS THE LAST THING THAT VENICE BEACH NEEDS. PLEASE BLOCK THIS HOTEL FROM 
DESTROYING THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND LIVELIHOOD OF ITS RESIDENTS.
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Thank you.
ALI SUBOTNICK
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Andy Anderegg <andyanderegg@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 3, 2020 9:44 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. I urge PLUM to deny the project.

First, the project is racist. No project should wall off Oakwood with a 30-ft high block-long wall service entrance. 
It's racist to build a new building with this structure. Black Lives Matter and Black Land Matters.

Second, the project does not include affordable housing. Venice needs more affordable housing. This "mixed- 
use" project has ZERO affordable housing. It has 4 apartments that will replace houses the plan demolishes.

It's 2020 and anything we build in Venice must center Black Lives and Affordable Housing. We have an 
opportunity to do what's right, not simply hand cash to developers in exchange for the quality of life and 
community of Venice. Continuing to do that is racist and inhuman.

Thank you, 
Elizabeth Anderegg
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Lindsey Klucik <lindsey@grlswirl.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 3, 2020 10:05 AM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to DENY the project. 
Venice does not need more of an influx of wealth that is not connected to the communities that already live 
here - what Venice needs is support and working with the people that live here to find solutions to the housing 
crisis, homelessness, more access to resources, preservation of the Oakwood community. Developments and 
developers with initiatives to make Venice theirs, and take, take, take are KILLING the spirit and livelihood of 
Venice.

Thank you.
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ERL <eli.linnetz@gmail.com>
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 3, 2020 12:57 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years.

I grew up in Venice and this really saddens me and is horrible for Venice

We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you

Eli Russell Linnetz

Sent from my iPhone
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A. Alessi <aalessijr@ca.rr.com>
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 3, 2020 12:01 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

I have lived in the Oakwood neighborhood of Venice, about 100 feet from Venice Place since 1986. At that time 
Oakwood was the last remaining affordable neighborhood near the coast in Los Angeles. Certainly the 
neighborhood had problems 34 years ago, but they were problems common to all low-income, low-opportunity 
neighborhoods whose demographic (predominantly people of color) has been historically neglected and 
underserved by city hall.

Since then many of the the modest homes that made up the core of Oakwood have been replaced with 
monster mansions and oversized condominium fortresses surrounded by 8 foot fences. The remaining small 
homes are dwarfed by the out-of-scale replacements. But none of the previous developments, destructive as 
they were to the fabric of the neighborhood, compare to the negative impact of the planned Venice Place Hotel 
project.

You've probably received many letters opposed to the project already and I add my voice to the side of the 
opposition. This massive project is out of scale, creates physical and educational dangers for the children at 
Westminster Elementary school during construction and operation, reduces an invaluable resource (street 
parking is a precious commodity for residents close to Abbot Kinney Blvd.), provides more venues for alcohol 
sales in an oversaturated area, and provides no tangible benefit to the neighborhood, despite the developer's 
pledge to employ Oakwood residents. (You could fill the Oakwood Recreation Center to the ceiling with the 
unkept promises of developers to this neighborhood.) And finally, the restrictions on construction and operation 
agreed to by the developer depend entirely on his compliance and are therefore unenforceable.

You will also have received letters in support of the projects. I'd bet my Social Security check that if you were 
able to examine a list of these respondents, you'd find mostly friends and family of the development team. 
You'd certainly not find any long-term Oakwood residents nor anyone who lives within 5 blocks of the project.

A. Alessi
309 Broadway Street 
Venice, CA
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Luca Cecchini <lucac310@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 3, 2020 12:14 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

I don't know if I'm late, but--

This is the wrong project for Venice and it has been for the last 8 years. We urge PLUM to deny the project.

Thank you.
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Tiffany Lonsdale-Hands <tiffanylonsdalehands@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 3, 2020 9:31 PM

Dear Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

This is absolutely the wrong project for Venice Beach. If you lived here in the neighborhood - as I do - you 
would understand just how out of place and intrusive this development would be. Not only the years of 
construction, noise, and parking issues; but also the ongoing issues a hotel would cause in this community.

You will be taking away residential parking (everyone knows parking on this side of town is already at max 
capacity); there will be issues with visitors not respecting long-time residents’ space; there will no doubt be 
noise issues - as there always are with commercial properties - and this one is on top of a quiet neighborhood 
and school. You will be erasing the aesthetic of Venice Beach which is one of the main reasons people visit in 
the first place and what makes it so unique.

This project was wrong for Venice 8 years ago when it was presented, it is still wrong for Venice now, and it will 
be wrong in another 8 years (and beyond).

As a member of this community I strongly urge PLUM to deny this project and allow Venice to remain as in tact 
as possible guiding small businesses back to this property which benefit the community.

Kind regards,
Tiffany Lonsdale-Hands
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