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Re: My Support for The Venice Place Project on Abbot Kinney

Daffodil Tyminski <dtyminski@mac.com> Sep 10, 2020 11:30 AM
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Dear Council Members, PLUM Members, and City Staff-

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

I have lived few blocks from the Venice Place Project for fifteen years, and I am a member of the Land Use and
Planning Committee for the Venice Neighborhood Council. I support the Venice Place project, and I am
extremely dismayed at what seems to be an abuse of process to raise old arguments to subvert local process
and stop what will be a great project for all of Venice. The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal
Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan and the city zoning code. I urge you to deny the instant
appeal.

Venice Place is a home-grown project developed by a local resident who has been active in supporting a
variety of community efforts and causes over the years. The project has been the subject of numerous hearings
and has been approved at all local levels numerous times by boards and planning bodies who have already
heard the same arguments at issue in this appeal. I would urge PLUM and the Council to uphold the local
community decisions. 

Putting aside any procedural issues, this is a great project for the community, and Venice needs a centrally
located hotel. Contrary to what is asserted by detractors to the project, Venice Place will not “cut off” the local
Oakwood neighborhood. Just the opposite, the project will actually be opening up Electric Avenue for
pedestrian use on both sides of the street (which currently does not exist) and provide a passthrough mid-block
from Electric Avenue to Abbot Kinney, thereby giving Oakwood residents more access to Abbot Kinney than
they currently have. How could this possibly be construed as cutting off Oakwood or putting residents “on the
other side of the tracks”?

Similarly, the argument that the project should be denied because it proposes to serve alcohol is wholly without
merit. Most neighbors to the project I know have spent many days and nights dining at the various restaurants
on the project site (each of which has been serving alcohol during school hours for years with no impact on the
local school). For detractors of the project to say – now – that serving alcohol will negatively impact the local
school is simply without any basis in fact. Indeed, this issue has been examined by multiple boards over the
years, all of whom have supported the project. It is also important to note that many of the objectors to the
Venice Place project are well known in the community and they come out to object to every single alcohol-
serving project, regardless of what the project is or where it is situated. While I understand that some folks just
object to the serving and use of alcohol per se, it is unrealistic to think that any business (particularly in a future
where health concerns limit the number of patrons in a physical setting) could open on this site and survive as
a going business concern without serving alcohol. 

So many of my neighbors enthusiastically support this project and so many are sorely disappointed that the
City Council seeks to derail this project by attempting to set aside documented local support for Venice Place to
appease a small vocal minority whose same arguments against the project have already been rejected
numerous times. So many of my neighbors, as well, were disappointed that this appeal is being heard during
working hours where attendance may be difficult, but suffice it to say that support for this project is far wider
than what will be represented during this hearing. 

Our community is literally dying between an increase in crime, homelessness, and the loss of local businesses.
Please do not compound our losses by stopping a project that will inject much needed life into our
neighborhood. Support our local community by supporting Venice Place-

Daffodil Tyminski
dtyminski@mac.com
112, Park Place, Venice, CA 90291
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Re: My Support for The Venice Place Project on Abbot Kinney

Kristin Shenk <krisshenk@gmail.com> Sep 10, 2020 11:31 AM
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Dear Plum Committee and Honorable Councilmembers:

RE: CF-20-1024, ZA 2012-3354-CUB-CU-CDP-SPR-SPP-MEL-WDI-1A, ENV 2016-4321-EIR

It’s time for the City to approve and move forward with The Venice Place Project. Please approve this project
for the third time, deny all appeals and allow this project to become a reality in Venice. 

The project team has been exemplary in how it has moved through the process. First, after significant
community input and resulting changes to the project, it was approved by the Land Use and Planning
Committee of the Venice Neighborhood Council (VNC). Then the full VNC approved it. Next, after an
Environmental Impact Report thoroughly analyzed the project’s impacts, it was approved by the City of Los
Angeles Zoning Administrator, and finally by the West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission.

Exercising Council authority to overturn the project’s multiple approvals that were made by overseeing city
planners and decision makers is not in the best interests of the City or Venice. It interferes with the
neighborhood decision-making process, disregards city regulations that were put in place for review of land use
proposals, and doesn’t serve the interests of the broader community.

The project is fully consistent with the Venice Coastal Land Use Plan, the Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan
and the city zoning code. No general plan amendment, zone change, variance or exceptions are requested. 

Over the past 8 years, the project team attended and hosted more than 25 community meetings. They worked
with the LAPD and LAUSD to ensure community safety and security concerns were addressed. Along with the
Venice Neighborhood Council, the project has earned the support of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, the
Los Angeles Business Council and over 800 members of our community (the huge majority of whom live in
Venice).

Like others, I believe Venice needs a new hotel. Each year, millions travel to see our beach town, and there are
very few options in Venice that accommodate overnight visitors. Along with much needed hotel rooms, the
project will provide a mix of uses including restaurants, shops, creative office space and generous communal
open space that will benefit the Venice community. 

The Project’s design is incredibly thoughtful. It preserves old buildings and mixes them with the new. It provides
pathways and accessibility through the block, inviting the community into the space from all sides. The varied
façade and openness on Electric Avenue is a welcome contrast to the adjacent blocks of three story buildings
that turn away from the street. With the new wide sidewalk, street trees, and beautiful design on Electric, it will
be the nicest block of that street by far.

As the coronavirus affects all of us, responsible development and business support is needed now more than
ever for the future of Venice. It is time to move forward with a project that will invest in the city, will create good,
desperately needed jobs for local workers, will be an economic engine that helps local business survive and
thrive, will generate tax revenue to the City, and will continue to be a good, responsible neighbor. 

So why disregard this project’s significant, well-earned community support? Why interfere with the good
planning practices that resulted in a thoughtfully designed, extensively vetted project which has been confirmed
as appropriate at every step through the prescribed process? Please support this project and its 8 years of
public participation and engagement.

Sincerely,
Kristin Shenk
krisshenk@gmail.com
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