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February 2, 2021

Case # CHC-2020-896-HCM

Dear Councilmember Cedillo and members of the PLUM Committee,

I'm urging your support for the nomination of the Stires Staircase Bungalow Court at 1251-1259 Sunset 
Boulevard, which will come before you on February 4.

Bungalow courts are increasingly rare, yet significant and vital to the story of Los Angeles history and 
culture. The courtyard was built nearly 100 years ago on this Angelino Heights hillside in 1922. They were 
designed with no vehicle access and 112 stairs connecting these 10 simple Mission Revival homes. They 
have all the notable features of a classic bungalow court, yet there are several important elements that set it 
apart and make this site truly unique. As an intact bungalow court that is fully restorable, Stires Staircase 
Bungalow Court is an historic asset to the Echo Park neighborhood and to Angelino Heights history.

The application won the approval of the Cultural Heritage Commission on August 6, 2020, on ALL THREE 
available criteria: the bungalow court itself as an architectural, the historic personage of Lilly Bennett Baldwin 
Howard, who pioneered the way for women in the banking industry, and the cultural connection to the working 
class and the Echo Park Local streetcar line which serviced Sunset Boulevard at that time. It's rare for the 
Commission to grant an approval on all three criteria. I hope you will agree with the decision of the Cultural 
Heritage Commission and support this nomination.

Kind regards,

— Echo Park Historical Society Board of Directors
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- Echo Park Historical Society

Jim Schneweiss, President 
Holly Hampton, Vice President
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Dear Councilman Cedillo and members of the PLUM Committee,

I'm writing in support of the historic landmark nomination for the Stires Staircase Bungalow Court at 1251-1259 Sunset Boulevard, which 
you will hear at the PLUM Committee meeting on October 29.

Bungalow courts are increasingly rare, but they are significant and vital to the story of Los Angeles history and culture. The Stires Staircase Bungalow Court was 
built on this Angelino Heights hillside in 1922 in the simple Mission Revival style. They were designed with no garages, driveways or vehicle access and 112 
steps connecting these 10 little homes.
The Angelino Heights Bungalow courts community is an authentic Southern California gem that cannot be destroyed. The friendship, cultural exchange, and 
Angelino pride that has brewed in these courts over the past century is part of what makes Los Angeles such a special place. Boxy apartment cubicles threaten to 
segregate and undo this LA wonder.

The application won the approval of the Cultural Heritage Commission on August 6, 2020. The nomination passed on ALL THREE criteria: the bungalow court 
architecture, the historic personage of bank executive Lilly Bennett Baldwin Howard, and the cultural connection to the streetcar line which serviced the Sunset 
Boulevard corridor at that time. It's rare for the Commission to grant an approval on all three criteria, and that speaks to the unique importance of this site. As 
expressed by CD1 staff, I hope you will defer to the decision of the 
Cultural Heritage Commission and vote in support of this nomination.

Thank you for your time,
Paisley Sutton
Concerned Los Angeles Community Member

Sent from my iPhone 
Paisleysutton.com
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Hello all,
My name is Ansis Hoheisel and I am writing in support of a historic designation for the Stires Staircase Bungalow Courtyard at 1251-1259 W. Sunset blvd. I am a 
21 year resident of Echo Park, and a stakeholder on the Echo Park Neighborhood Council's Planning and Land Use Committee. I am writing to you today, 
however, as a former resident of the Stires Staircase Bungalow Court, someone who called them home for 8 years until being evicted in 2020.

Over the last week, i have organized a petition in support of historic designation for this Echo Park landmark that has garnered over 1,000 signatures in less than 
7 days.

( https://www.change.org/p/gil-cedillo-save-sunset-blvd-bungalows?utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=custom_url&recruited_by_id=351b3b70-4e41- 
11eb-a916-3174bdd6dba2 )

I wanted to share some words with you as to why I think you should agree with your very own Office of Historic Resources and come out in support of a historic 
designation for this one of a kind bungalow court.

The bungalows were built in 1922, to serve as housing for the crew members of the burgeoning new film industry that was centered in Edendale (the Echo Park / 
Silverlake Glendale Corridor) before it moved to Hollywood. They were the original transit-oriented housing type, centered around the Pacific Electric Red Car's 
‘Echo Park Local' line that ran down Sunset blvd and up Echo Park avenue. These streetcars greatly influenced early development of Echo Park and Angelino 
Heights. There is no designated parking, no garages - truly a transit oriented housing.

The 10 units are centered around a 112-step staircase that climbs up a steep hillside in a classic U-shaped courtyard layout, with each bungalow having their own 
private front and side yards. For decades, the units have been inhabited by working-class Latino families that made Echo Park their home.

I had the privilege of living at the very top of the 112 steps for nearly 8 years, and have never felt more of a sense of community. The central staircase served as a 
communal meeting ground, fostering interaction and dialogue as residents and visitors made their way up and down the steps. Kids played in the yards and on 
the swing out front while their parents convened on the stairs. I was invited to countless carne asadas, birthdays, and sporting events by my neighbors and could 
always count on them in a time of need. Up on the steps, nestled into the Elysian hillside, it felt like our own little world, far removed from the hustle and bustle of 
Sunset blvd.

Across the street from the bungalows, on the other side of sunset, the entire neighborhood of Angelino Heights lies under a Historic Preservation Overlay Zone, 
because LA's early film stars and businesses moguls built lavish Victorian Homes there. To say that the housing for the working class on the main boulevard do 
not have the same historic value would be ultimately be classist and discriminatory.

Please protect the historic character and working class tenants of our culturally unique and diverse neighborhoods, and support the historic nomination of the 
Stires Staircase Bungalow Court.

Thank You, 
Ansis

Sent from my iPhone
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