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MARCH 25, 2021
VIA EMAIL

MIKE FEUER, CITY ATTORNEY
ATTN: mike.feuer@lacity.org, mike.n.feuer@lacity.org

RE: Stires Staircase Bungalow Court
1251-1259 W. SUNSET BLVD. L.A. CA 90026
Historical Cultural Monument nomination CHC-2020-896-HCM

The Echo Park Neighborhood Council (EPNC) supports the Cure and Correct
Demand letter submitted by the Silver Lake Heritage Trust to City Attorney Mike
Feuer to address the Brown Act violations and other inequities that occurred at the
City Planning and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) on February 4 and
continued at City Council Hearing on March 2. The letter requests a new PLUM
Hearing to remedy the inequitable treatment to local stakeholders and supporters of
the Historical Cultural Monument nomination (CHC-2020-896-HCM) at 1251-1259 W.
SUNSET BLVD. 90026.

Within a span of two years, discussions at Committee and Board meetings with
applicants and developers, EPNC voted to reject the project proposed for 1251-1259
Sunset Blvd and unanimously supported the Historic Cultural Monument
nomination for the bungalows at that site. Further, Councilmember Cedillo’s staff, on
several occasions, affirmed that their office “will defer to the Cultural Heritage
Commission’s expert judgment of whether to designate” these bungalows.
Conclusively, the Cultural Heritage Commission (CHC) decisively supported this
nomination on all three available criteria, an important endorsement of the strength
of the historic application.

The subsequent PLUM hearing on February 4th was called a “Special Meeting”
which requires the City Clerk to allow ALL public comment. Such was not announced
at the beginning of the meeting, as should be standard procedure. The main
representative for the historic application was never called on during regular
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comments on this item, even though she had been instructed by the Office of
Historic Resources (OHR) to prepare a short presentation. Members of the public
were advised by the Clerk to stay on topic; to only speak about the historic
nomination and not the new development. The Clerk also announced that
Councilmember Cedillo had to leave early for an appointment, so public comment
was interrupted by Clerk to allow the Councilmember to make a six-minute
statement in support of the new development and against the findings of the
Commission. His endorsement of the new project at this meeting was inappropriate
and irrelevant to our nomination. Public comment then resumed for a few more
minutes, but closed for a vote even though at least 4 other stakeholders waited but
were not allowed to speak, including a 20-year bungalow resident.

On a side note: the developers for this new project were recently penalized in a wage
theft lawsuit filed by the City Attorney and State of California. Along with their recent
activity at the Stires site, they continue to demonstrate a disturbing pattern of
intimidation and discrimination against low income, working-class Angelenos.

At the City Council meeting on March 2, the Clerk announced 45 minutes for public
comment, and listed which items were “on consent”. The historic nomination, item 5,
was not on that list, so public comment would normally be allowed on that item.
After 45 minutes, the City abruptly disconnected the line for all public comment.
Item 5 was immediately bundled into a new group of “on consent” items and the
vote was taken. By disconnecting all speakers and then quickly bundling a new list of
"on consent" items, every stakeholder who attended to speak on item 5 was denied
the opportunity to comment on this important community issue.

EPNC requests the City Attorney to thoroughly investigate the issues listed in the
Cure and Correct Demand letter and bring them back to PLUM and the full City
Council for proper votes so all parties involved are allowed their rightful voice.

RESOLUTION

On March 23, 2021, the EPNC Board of Governors held a Brown Act noticed-meeting,
at 7pm through zoom.  With a quorum of 18 board members present and a vote
count of 17 yeas, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 ineligible, the Board resolved to write a
letter of support for the application as set forth above.

Respectfully,
Echo Park Neighborhood Council

____________________________________________________
Nick Marcone
Secretary, Echo Park Neighborhood Council

CC:
Angie Aramayo, Central Area Representative, Office of Mayor Eric Garrett
Gilbert Cedillo, Council Member CD1
Gerald Gubatan, CD1
Hugo Ortiz, CD1
Ricardo Flores, CD1
Tony Ricasa
Planning and Land Use Management (PLUM) Clerk



Marqueece Harris-Dawson, Council Member CD8
Kristen Gordon, CD8
Bob Blumenfield, Council Member CD3
Elizabeth Ene, CD3
Curran D. Price, Council Member CD9
Sherilyn Correa, CD9
John Lee, Council Member CD12
Hannah Lee, CD12


