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Public Comments Not Uploaded LINCOLN HEIGHTS SUPPORTS Stires Staircase Bungalow Court - CHC-
2020-896-HCM
1 message

From: LHTS Intel <lincolnheightsintel@gmail.com>
To: gilbert.cedillo@lacity.org, gerald.gubatan@lacity.org, hugo.ortiz@lacity.org, ricardo.x.flores@lacity.org, clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org, councilmember.harris- 
dawson@lacity.org, kristen.gordon@lacity.org, councilmember.blumenfield@lacity.org, elizabeth.ene@lacity.org, councilmember.price@lacity.org, 
sherilyn.correa@lacity.org, councilmember.lee@lacity.org, hannah.lee@lacity.org 
At: Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 11:07 PM

Dear HON. CD1 Gil Cedillo and members of the PLUM Committee,

We write in regard to historic landmark nomination for the Stires Staircase Bungalow Court at 1251-1259 Sunset Boulevard.

LINCOLN HEIGHTS stands in SOLIDARITY with the People of Echo Park. Bungalow courts are under siege here in LA. These are utopian prewar 

garden collective dwellings where working class people had the sense of homeownership and autonomy with outdoor communal areas. Where 

cultures THRIVED and were historically seen as a threat to the system and pretty much phased out in the 1950's. We are seeing these Bungalow 

Courts being bought up and torn down at an alarming rate right now. Especially under the TOC Program because they are sitting ducks: where 

the land has become more valuable than the people on it. And the families who inhabit these garden bungalows , sometimes for decades are 

being scattered. IN LINCOLN HEIGHTS WE HAVE NO SUPPORT EVEN In THE HPOZ. WE CANT STAND HERE AND WITNESS ANOTHER ATROCITY AT 

THE HANDS OF CD1.

These historic 1922 Bungalows off Sunset creeping up the hill are not made up of foam and stucco like what is the plan for that strip and the 

CASP. Garbage construction majority market rate with a tiny percentage of affordable units. You could say probably in the last hundred years 

these bungalows right here at 1251-1259 Sunset have served hundreds of working class families. They deserve some respect. THIS IS TONGVA 

LAND. Serve the People. They are also under rent control. Have a spine and care about the working class communities of color. For the people of 

Echo park and CD1. What's a city when we have no history anymore and just a bunch of stucco mega developments where a 1 bedroom starts at 

$2800. It's something you don't want to be writing in your legacy as a politician. That you erased and made unrecognizable the communities of 

the People- alienating citizens from their historic cultural assets. Letting developers hijack the narrative and co-opt the history, and sell it back to 

"an elite demographic" at triple the rate. IT'S A FACT. and we see it every day. Time to get with the times and talk about EQUITY.

The People Demand that CD1 and the PLUM stand for the constituents that elected them. Not for the developers who are putting money in their 

pockets. These walls can talk and if the city thinks it can barrel through like a bat out of hell just doing the same old dance, they better think twice. 

These walls will scream.

Lincoln Heights in solidarity with Echo park and Chinatown. We are watching. serve the people.

The People say: Don't touch these units. Stires Bungalow Court - CHC-2020-896-HCM

PRESERVE THEM. Leave a LEGACY not a trail of erasure and alienation.

Best, and Thank You.

Lincoln Heights Intel

And the People of Lincoln Heights
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Public Comments Not Uploaded Please Support CHC Historic Nomination of Stires Staircase Bungalow
Court..1251-1259 Sunset Blvd..CHC-2020-896-HCM
1 message

From: poonsy6603 via Clerk-PLUM-Committee <clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org>
To: "gilbert.cedillo@lacity.org" <gilbert.cedillo@lacity.org>, "gerald.gubatan@lacity.org" <gerald.gubatan@lacity.org>, "hugo.ortiz@lacity.org" 
<hugo.ortiz@lacity.org>, "ricardo.x.flores@lacity.org" <ricardo.x.flores@lacity.org>, "clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org" <clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org>, 
"councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org" <councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org>, "kristen.gordon@lacity.org" <kristen.gordon@lacity.org>, 
"councilmember.blumenfield@lacity.org" <councilmember.blumenfield@lacity.org>, "elizabeth.ene@lacity.org" <elizabeth.ene@lacity.org>, 
"councilmember.price@lacity.org" <councilmember.price@lacity.org>, "sherilyn.correa@lacity.org" <sherilyn.correa@lacity.org>, "councilmember.lee@lacity.org 
<councilmember.lee@lacity.org>, "hannah.lee@lacity.org" <hannah.lee@lacity.org>
At: Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 3:46 PM

Please SUPPORT the CHC Historic Cultural Monument nomination for Stires Staircase Bungalow Court 
1251-1259 Sunset Blvd.
CHC-2020-896-HCM

Dear Councilman Cedillo and esteemed members of the PLUM Committee,

We are writing to request that you please support the Cultural Heritage Commission's 'Historic Cultural 
Monument' nomination for the Stires Staircase Bungalow Court at 1251-1259 Sunset Boulevard, which is on 
the October 29th PLUM Committee agenda.

Bungalow Courts are a unique and significant part of Los Angeles History, and they are sadly fast 
disappearing.

Perched above Sunset Blvd., the simple Mission Revival, Stires Staircase Bungalow Court, was built on the 
Angelino Heights hillside, in 1922, with 112 steps connecting the ten homes, and they were designed without 
garages, driveways, or vehicle access..

They are a reminder of days gone by when Street Cars transported Los Angeles workers to and from their 
jobs, when there was affordable housing for working class Angelenos, for writers, artists, and for Hollywood 
movie studio employees, that wasn't cramped, but gave the residents the feeling of having their own homes.

Hollywood loves Bungalow Courts.

They are so much the fabric of Los Angeles and Hollywood identity, they have been used in many 
movies..such as Goldie Hawn's 1940's 'Swing Shift', Naomi Watts -'Mulholland Drive', and Jeff Bridges' 'The 
Big Lebowski'..to name a few.

The Cultural Heritage Commission approved the application for Historic Cultural Monument preservation on 
August 6, 2020.

The nomination passed on ALL THREE criteria:
-Bungalow Court Architecture..
-The Historic Personage of bank executive Lilly Bennett Baldwin Howard...one of the first female bank 
executives in Southern California.
-And the Cultural Connection to the Sunset Blvd. and Echo Park Streetcar Line which serviced the Sunset 
Boulevard corridor at the time.
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It is very rare for the CHC to grant an approval on all three criteria, and that speaks to the unique importance 
of this site.

10/28/2020 4 emails

As expressed by CD1 staff, we sincerely hope you will agree to "defer" to the Cultural Heritage Commission 
decision, that the Stires Staircase Bungalow Court is an important part of Los Angeles's historic fabric and 
worthy of preserving for future generations, and hope you will vote in support of this nomination.

Thank you,
Jim & Ann Geoghan
L.A. Ca. 90068
Member Hollywood Heritage
Member United Neighborhoods for Los Angeles
Former board members Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council
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10/28/2020 4 emails

Public Comments Not Uploaded Please SUPPORT the Stires Staircase Bungalow Court - CHC-2020-896-HCM
1 message

From: Kim Cooper <tours@esotouric.com>
To: gilbert.cedillo@lacity.org, Gerald Gubatan <gerald.gubatan@lacity.org>, hugo.ortiz@lacity.org, ricardo.x.flores@lacity.org, clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org, 
councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org, kristen.gordon@lacity.org, councilmember.blumenfield@lacity.org, elizabeth.ene@lacity.org, 
councilmember.price@lacity.org, sherilyn.correa@lacity.org, councilmember.lee@lacity.org, hannah.lee@lacity.org 
At: Tue, Oct 27, 2020 at 12:59 PM

Dear Councilman Cedillo and PLUM Committee members:

isEpWe write in support of the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination for the Stires Staircase Bungalow Court (1251-1259 
Sunset Boulevard), to be heard at PLUM on 10/29.

Bungalow courts are a distinctive Southern California multi-family development type that combine architectural charm and 
distinction, naturally occurring affordability and multi-generational community. And in this case, the court is an example of 
pedestrian/public transit housing, reflecting the history of Sunset Boulevard as a transit corridor.

21st Century developers in Los Angeles have largely failed to meet the aesthetic standards and livability achievements of 
their predecessors, and it is essential that our city representatives act to protect and preserve the successful multi-family 
housing developments that still survive. These homes are precious and can improve the quality of life for many generations to 
come.

isEPjThe landmark application for the Stires Staircase Bungalow Court won the enthusiastic approval of the Cultural Heritage 
Commission on 8/6/2020, passing on all three criteria: the bungalow court architecture, the historic personage (bank 
executive Lilly Bennett Baldwin Howard), and the cultural connection to the Sunset Boulevard streetcar line. A three criteria 
nomination is extremely rare, and speaks to the unique importance of this site.

As expressed by CD1 staff, we hope you will defer to the decision of the Cultural Heritage Commission and vote in support of 
this nomination i L i

'SEP!

Sincerely yours,
Kim Cooper & Richard Schave 
cultural historians 
Esotouric
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