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October 1,2020

The Honorable City Council 
c/o Office of the City Clerk 
Room 395, City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012

RE: The Swatting Incident on Wednesday, August 12, 2020 (Council File No. 20-1035)

Honorable Members:

This correspondence has been prepared in response to Council File No. 20-1035, directing the 
Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) to report to City Council, the Mayor, and public on the 
swatting incident that occurred on Wednesday, August 12, 2020, targeting Dr. Melina Abdullah, 
co-founder of Black Lives Matter Los Angeles,

Criminal Investigation Section, Major Crimes Division, is investigating the “swatting” incident. 
Multiple investigative techniques are being utilized in an attempt to identify the suspect caller. 
Swatting incidents are complex and time-consuming investigations typically lasting six months 
to one year. Swatters use a multitude of technological techniques to anonymize their true 
identities and locations, making it extremely difficult for investigators to locate them. Major 
Crimes Division will continue to explore all relevant investigative techniques with the hopes of 
identifying and locating the suspect(s) involved in this case. Currently, the investigation remains 
on-going and at its conclusion, the LAPD will provide a full report of the incident.

Respectfully,

MICHEL ^AlOORE 
Chief of Police
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PUBLIC SAFETY
MOTION

On the morning of August 12, 2020, the Police Department (LAPD) received a 911 call alleging that an armed 
individual was holding hostages in the home of Dr. Melina Abdullah, the co-founder of Black Lives Matter LA 
and a prominent activist against police misconduct in Los Angeles, Several police officers swarmed her street 
with guns drawn in response to a potential hostage situation, only to find oui that there was no one being held 
hostage.

This call resulted in a significant response by LAPD, who were met by a baffled and terrified Dr, Abdullah, 
who had no idea why armed police officers were outside of her family’s home. After their response, LAPD was 
able to determine that this call was likely a ’swatting’ call targering Dr Abdullah and her family. ‘Swatting’ 
calls are false reports, usually alleging a violent act has occurred or armed criminals are at the scene, that arc 
made by individuals seeking to draw a large armed police response to the home of an unsuspecting victim. In 
this case, the LAPD was able to determine the call was false and leave the scene. However, not all swatting 
calls end this wa> and there have been incidents where people have been injured or killed.

This incident is particularly troubling, as it targeted a prominent activist against police misconduct, and may 
have been conducted by an individual trying to silence her, We are fortunate to live in a country that protects 
the right to protest- Angelenos should be confident that their protesting won't lead to violent retribution from 
police or the general public. The LAPD should report promptly on this incident and its ongoing investigation 
into the matter.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Police Department be directed to report to the City Council, die Mayor, and 
public within 21 days on the ‘swatting’ incident that occurred on Wednesday, August 12. 2020 targeting Dr. 
Melina Abdullah, die co-founder of Black Lives Matter LA. This report should include information on what 
occurred, the nature of the false 911 call, any information on the suspect or suspects and if their actions were 
politically motivated, and background on LAPD’s investigation into this matter.

CO-PRESENTED BY:
HERB WESSON (verbal) 
Councilmember, 10th District

MARQUEECE HARRIS-DAWSON (verbal) 
Councilmember, 8th District

SECONDED BY
MONICA RODRIGUEZ (verbal) 
Councilmember. 7th District

CURREN PRICE (verbal) 
Councilmember, 9th District


