
Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Lloyd Brown
Date Submitted: 09/14/2020 10:11 PM
Council File No: 20-1075 
Comments for Public Posting:  Save our breweries! It is inherently unfair to not allow craft

brewery taprooms to continue to operate under the same
guidelines as restaurants. The primary problem is that this closure
is grouping breweries together with bars, presumably because
breweries and bars usually both offer beer; they may both even
have actual bars in them, but that is where the similarity ends.
Brewery tasting rooms and taprooms are frequently set up with
large outdoor areas for the specific purpose of allowing customers
to dine outside; it is probably safe to say that most breweries have
made arrangements with third parties, typically food trucks, to
provide food for their customers. While the county has cities now
shutting down streets so restaurants can provide outdoor dining
for their customers, breweries are being denied the ability to use
the facilities they built for the specific purpose of outdoor dining.
As multiple mayors in Los Angeles County have cited craft beer
as a new growth industry for their city, and as millions of dollars
and hundreds of jobs are created by craft breweries, which
translates to additional tax revenue for our state, county, and cities
it just does not make sense to not allow breweries to continue to
operate as restaurants if it is logistically possible for them to do
so. Breweries must request the ability to have food trucks in their
Conditional Use Permit application. Any brewery that has been
approved by their city to have a licensed food vendor onsite, and
has the physical ability to provide outdoor dining should be
allowed to do so. The unfair, arbitrary closure of an industry
makes no sense. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Trustworthy Brewing Co
Date Submitted: 09/15/2020 09:09 AM
Council File No: 20-1075 
Comments for Public Posting:  We support above and are advocating to change the Public Health

Order to align with the state's order where it pertains to brewery
tasting rooms and third-party food vendors. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Thomas Kelley
Date Submitted: 09/15/2020 09:14 AM
Council File No: 20-1075 
Comments for Public Posting:  If a brewery can operate as safely as a restaurant, and follow all

the same protocols outlined for them, and we are offering a similar
product and service, we see no inherent difference that makes it
more dangerous to have dinner and a beer at a brewery, as
opposed to a restaurant. Every other county in the state has
defined a brewery in this way. If there are specific concerns, we
are happy to work Health to address them. As I understand there is
concern about people congregating with others outside their
households, or visiting from one group to another. While I
understand this is a potential issue, it is a potential issue of the
same magnitude at restaurants. It comes down to specific
businesses and their response plan to potential issues, and
personal accountability of customers to follow the guidelines. It is
incumbent on Public Health to enforce these rules. If a business is
compliant, they should be allowed to operate. The majority of
breweries in the city are under 5 years old and are very reliant on
Direct to consumer. Retail sales were high during the shutdown,
but they are now hobbled by the fact that restaurants are able to
operate and offer a similar service. 



 
August 2, 2020  
 
To: Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors &  
Los Angeles County Dept. of Public Health  
 
Re: Revisiting Third-Party Food Vendors & Outdoor Dining for Brewery Tasting Rooms 
{ As the only remaining county that is not allowing brewery tasting rooms the ability to partner with 
third-party food vendors to comply with the State’s meal requirement for on-premise outdoor 
consumption, we implore you to reconsider aligning with the CDPH guidelines currently in place. The 
survival of our entire L.A. County craft brewing industry heavily relies on the ability to conduct even a 
fraction of normal business in order to survive nearly 5 months of limited revenue. Inconsistencies in 
local enforcement are also creating challenges and a lack of faith in the intention of these stricter 
orders. }  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Los Angeles County Brewers Guild and our nearly 100 small business 
owners who operate brewery and brewpub locations within L.A. County. During the phase 2 
reopenings around June 9, our breweries had the benefit of being included in the guidelines 
attached to restaurants with the condition that we sold meals as a requirement for on-site dining. 
This phase of reopening was a much-needed reprieve for our members who were severely 
impacted by our tasting room closures as it allowed us to increase business in a careful manner. It 
wasn’t long before the county then introduced phase 3 (on June 19), which then removed our 
requirement to serve a meal with a dine-in drink order.  As you know, our brewery tasting rooms 
have been closed for on-premise consumption since the last set of opening roll-backs were put into 
place on July 1, but instead of rolling our industry back to what was allowed in previous phases, the 
most recent L.A. County health order explicitly denied us the ability to partner with third-party food 
vendors in order to fulfill a dine-in meal requirement. We at the LABG are writing to you all in 
hopes that you can please consider aligning the L.A. County Health Order with the regulations set 
forth by the California Department of Public Health.  
 
Los Angeles County is the only county where brewery tasting rooms are unable to partner with 
food vendors for outdoor dine-in. This has not only put our businesses at a severe disadvantage, but 
it has also created much confusion among business owners as well as regulatory agencies including 
the Monrovia ABC Office and factions of the L.A. County Department of Public Health.  As a Guild, 
our goal is to trickle down information to our members so that they are operating on the right side 
of all regulations. However, as the weeks press on, it has become increasingly challenging for us to 



explain to our constituents why we are the sole county left out of being able to ensure that our small 
businesses have a fighting chance. 
 
The lack of consistent enforcement has begun to cause a rift in our community as well as a lack of 
confidence in the county’s decisions. While we aren’t in the business of policing our own 
membership, we have made it clear that members are encouraged to report “bad actors,” as 
non-compliance can reflect poorly on our industry as a whole. When multiple complaints to both 
the local ABC and the Health Department return with no consequence and no citations against 
offending parties, it causes a deep divide in our local community. It also causes other businesses to 
question whether they should bother following the orders or if there isn’t really any reason for 
them to reopen for business as usual.  
 
There is a growing animosity surrounding the stricter regulations imposed upon by Los Angeles 
County. Our industry is hanging on by a thread, and instead of county residents being able to grab a 
casual meal while supporting small struggling breweries in our own region, many are driving the 
short distance to do so in neighboring areas such as Orange County, Riverside County, and Ventura.  
 
Eliminating our ability to partner with food vendors has also affected the local restaurants and food 
trucks. When we were allowed to reopen with food, our industries were eager to be able to 
collaborate with each other in order to help each other stay afloat. The vast majority of our 
membership (two-thirds) rely on third-party food vendors on any given day to provide dining 
options for their guests. The brewery and food truck relationship far predates the pandemic and 
when we were allowed to operate in conjunction with them, there was only a little adjustment that 
needed to be done in order to comply with the specifications of the state health order.  

We need your help in order to survive. We strongly implore you to reconsider aligning with the 
state health order on allowing our businesses to use third-party food vendors to fulfill meal 
requirements for dining outdoors. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions. Our 
membership wishes to work in collaboration with L.A. County to keep our communities safe and 
keep our businesses from collapsing.  

Respectfully,  
 
 
 
Frances Michelle  Lopez 
Executive Director, Los Angeles County Brewers Guild 
P.O. Box 2306, Los Angeles, CA 90078  
www.labrewersguild.org  

http://www.labrewersguild.org/
Free Hand

Free Hand



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Maribeth A Raines
Date Submitted: 09/15/2020 08:13 PM
Council File No: 20-1075 
Comments for Public Posting:  I am in support of adopting the food guidelines of other counties. 


