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August 31, 2020

Honorable Councilmember Nury Martinez
City Council President
6th District
City Hall- Room 470
200 N. Spring St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012

#/GHT 10

Eric Villanueva 
City Clerk's Office 
City Hall- Room 395 
200 N. Spring St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Communication regarding Council File 20-1084 COVID-19 Emergency Eviction 
Defense Program/ Tenant Protections/ Legal Defense

RE:

Dear Honorable Council President and Honorable Councilmembers,

The Renters' Right to Counsel Coalition ("RTCC" or "Coalition") writes to applaud the City 
Council and Council President Nury Martinez for their leadership in moving forward an 
Emergency Eviction Defense Program and related Emergency Renters' Relief program at this 
critical juncture. We thank Councilmember Paul Koretz for initiating this process with the Right 
to Counsel motion two years ago and for his and the Mayor's office's ongoing support and 
leadership.

The Coalition consists of community-based organizations, legal services providers, and sliding 
scale fee-for-service legal providers in Los Angeles County.1 Our organizations are united in 
seeking a Right to Counsel and in providing comprehensive eviction prevention and defense 
services in our region as a means to stop displacement of families, the destabilization of our 
community, and rising homelessness. We have committed ourselves to an unprecedented level 
of coordination to make our vision a reality.

1 Alliance of Californians for Community Empowerment (ACCE), Anti-Eviction Mapping Project, Basta, Inc., Bet 
Tzedek, Coalition for Economic Survival (CES), East LA Community Corporation, Eviction Defense Network (EDN), 
HEART LA, Housing Rights Center, Inquilinos Unidos (IU), Inner City Law Center, Los Angeles Community Action 
Network (LA CAN), Los Angeles Tenants Union (LATU), Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles (LAFLA), Los Angeles 
Center for Community Law and Action (LACCLA), Neighborhood Legal Services (NLS), OneLA, Public Counsel, 
People Organized for Westside Renewal (POWER), SEIU Local 721, and Strategic Actions for a Just Economy (SAJE). 
Many more organizations endorse the Coalition's efforts.
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We understand that the City Council will consider approving nearly $10 million dollars for the 
proposed effort. In support of the Council's pending vote, we offer the following comments:

The Council Should Consider HCID's Prior Eviction Defense Framework.I.

As discussed in the Los Angeles Housing + Community Investment Department's Report Back 
Regarding Recommendations for A City of Los Angeles Eviction Defense Program, dated 
November 1, 2019, any proposed Emergency Eviction Defense Program should contain the 
following critical components:

Public Education/Know Your Rights Campaign: This will better inform landlords 
and tenants about their rights and responsibilities.
Eviction Prevention Services: These are services provided to tenants before a 
formal unlawful detainer eviction case is filed and are aimed at resolving 
landlord-tenant issues, thereby eliminating the need for court interventions. 
Rental Assistance: Provides tenants short-term help with the rent when there is 
a sudden interruption in income, like an unforeseen medical expense or loss of 
work.
Free Attorney Representation for Low-Income Households: Low-income 
households are individuals and families whose income is at or below 80% of the 
area-median income. Low-income households would receive free attorney 
representation if an unlawful detainer case is filed against them. Higher income 
households would be referred to fee-for-service providers. Only low-income 
households would receive subsidized services.

a.

b.

c.

d.

The Emergency Eviction Defense Program Should Expand upon Existing Efforts of Stay 
Housed LA.

II.

Stay Housed LA County ("Stay Housed LA") is a partnership between the County of Los Angeles 
and eighteen community-based organizations and legal services providers in LA County who 
work together as the RTC Coalition. Stay Housed LA is the product of the RTC Coalition's 
advocacy vision and combined efforts. Stay Housed LA has built the infrastructure to facilitate a 
county-wide public awareness campaign, targeted outreach and education, and legal services 
for qualifying tenants. Tenants and community members are now using the Stay Housed LA 
website to get housing rights information, sign up for services, and get referred to a legal 
service provider. Therefore, we encourage the City to incorporate its proposed Emergency 
Eviction Defense Program into these existing eviction prevention and defense efforts rather 
than attempt to build a new system. This will ensure that tenants can get access to services in 
the most straightforward and efficient manner.

The Council Must Take Further Action, Including Codifying the Right to 
Counsel.

III.
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Funding the Emergency Eviction Defense Program is a crucial step towards preventing 
displacement, but it is just a start. The Coalition supports establishment of a permanent tenant 
defense program and thus a codified right to counsel for low-income renters in the form of free 
legal representation in eviction actions. The data is clear—without representation, tenant 
protections that do exist will go unenforced and unprotected.

Finally, the Council must recognize that its existing emergency tenant protections, which 
require tenants to repay all back rent that came due during the local emergency period, saddle 
tenants with a financial burden they cannot possibly carry. Even before COVID-19, an alarming 
number of Angelenos were rent burdened. It is unreasonable to expect that tenants who 
cannot pay their rent today due to COVID-19's financial impacts will somehow be able to make 
up this deficit in the future. We urge the Council to also consider this problem and adopt a rent 
cancellation policy that will keep tenants in their homes.

The RTC Coalition Stands Ready to Partner with the City.IV.

Finally, the RTC Coalition would like to make clear that we stand ready to partner with the 
Council and City of Los Angeles as it moves forward to create and implement its Emergency 
Eviction Defense program. The current homelessness and housing crisis that has now been 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic demonstrates how critical it is for partners in this fight 
to work together. Tenant-based and allied organizations began this effort two years ago and we 
are positioned to continue to support and defend Angelenos at risk of losing their housing. 
Therefore, we urge the Council to approve the Emergency Eviction Defense Program funding 
and partner with us for its implementation.

Sincerely,

Cynthia L. Chagolla
Bet Tzedek
On behalf of the Right to Counsel Coalition

Councilmember Gilbert Cedillo (Gilbert.Cedillo@lacity.org)
Councilmember Paul Krekorian (Paul.krekorian@lacity.org)
Councilmember Bob Blumenfield (bob.blumenfield@lacity.org)
Councilmember David Ryu (david.ryu@lacitv.org)
Councilmember Paul Kortez (paul.koretz@lacity.org)
Office of Councilmember Monica Rodriguez (christine.ierian@lacity.org)
Office of Councilmember Marqueece Harris Dawson (Rachel.brashier@lacity.org) 
Councilmember Curren Price (Councilmember.Price@lacity.org)
Councilmember Herb Wesson (herb.wesson@lacity.org)
Councilmember Mike Bonin (mike.bonin@lacity.org)
Councilmember John Lee (Councilmember.Lee@lacity.org)
Office of Councilmember Mitch O'Farrell (Star.parsamyan@lacity.org) 
Councilmember Joe Buscaino (ioe.buscaino@lacity.org)

cc:
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HOUSED LA
The Crisis

With over half a million job losses in Los Angeles County due to COVID, federal unemployment benefits having 
expired at the end of July, and courts now reopening to enforce evictions, people are being pushed even 
closer to the brink of homelessness.

Even though LA County and LA City have passed new policies to protect renters, tenants simply don't know 
they have rights and are not prepared to defend themselves in court.

Unfortunately, 90% of tenants facing eviction generally do not have representation from an attorney, while 
90% of landlords do.

This creates a very uneven playing field. But we know that when tenants do have representation, they are 
more likely to win. In fact, a family's chance of avoiding homelessness due to eviction increases by over 70% 
when they have legal representation.

Stay Housed LA

Stay Housed LA is a partnership between the County of Los Angeles, tenant-led community organizations, and 
legal services providers. Together, we provide tenants with the support needed to exercise their rights so that 
they can remain safely in their homes. Specifically, Stay Housed LA provides:

• Public Awareness - informing tenants about their rights through mass digital ads and media stories to 
reach millions of tenants in multiple languages.

• Outreach & Education - direct engagement of hundreds of thousands of tenants by phone, text & virtual 
workshops; educating tenants about their rights and connecting them to tenant advocates to support 
them as they exercise their rights.

• Legal Services - full service assistance navigating the legal system, including representation in court, active 
defense against landlord harassment, written pleadings to prevent eviction, and holistic legal assessments 
on such issues as benefits, unemployment, domestic violence and immigration.

A Coordinated Approach

Most tenants' rights groups in LA County have joined forces and are actively coordinating services under the 
Stay Housed LA program. Partners include: Alliance of Californians for Community Empowerment (ACCE), Anti
Eviction Mapping Project - Los Angeles, BASTA, Bet Tzedek, Communities for a Better Environment,
Community Legal Aid SoCal, Coalition for Economic Survival, Eviction Defense Network, East Yard Communities 
for Environmental Justice, Eastside LEADS, Housing Rights Center, Inquilinos Unidos, Inner City Law Center, 
Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles, Liberty Hill Foundation, Los Angeles Center for Community Law and 
Action, Los Angeles Community Action Network (LACAN), Los Angeles Tenants Union, Neighborhood Legal 
Services of Los Angeles County, Public Counsel, and Strategic Actions for a Just Economy (SAJE).


