
PUBLIC SAFETY

MOTION

The Police Department (LAPD) operates a number of specialized co-response teams, 
which pair sworn officers with service providers in an effort to comprehensively address certain 
issues that involve more than just criminal behavior. These units include the Mental Evaluation 
Unit (MEU) and its Systemwide Mental Assessment Response Teams (SMART), which pair 
LAPD personnel with mental health professionals for response to certain calls involving mental 
health issues, and the Domestic Abuse Response Teams (DART), which pair officers with service 
providers in specialized units to respond to domestic violence calls. Many of these units are 
nationally recognized as leaders in specialized co-response, and have been recognized for 
addressing public safety issues in a holistic manner that ensures people are connected with 
specialized services when needed.

As the City considers ways to reimagine policing, including the removal of armed police 
response to certain types of calls and the expansion of the Community Safety Partnership into a 
full Bureau in the LAPD, it is important that the Council have an understanding of the current 
co-response models, and what role its officers may play in a new system.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Police Department be directed to report on its various co
response units, including but not limited to the Mental Evaluation Unit (MEU), Systemwide 
Mental Assessment Response Teams (SMART), Domestic Abuse Response Teams (DART), and 
Homeless Outreach and Proactive Engagement (HOPE) teams. This report should include 
information on the number of officers assigned to these units, number of calls responded to 
annually and how they are dispatched, the qualifications, specialized training, length of service 
and method of selection for officers assigned to these units, as well as any incentives offered for 
assignment to one of these units.
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