
File No. 20.-109S

ENERGY, CLIMATE CHANGE, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
REPORT relative to the methane leak at the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
(LADWP) Valley Generating Station.

Recommendations for Council action, as initiated by Motion (Martinez - Krekorian - O'Fan-ell - 
Rodriguez):

1 REQUEST tne LADWP to

Report to the Council within 5 days on the methane leak at the LADWP Valley 
Generating Station, describing exactly when the leak began, how much methane was 
released, how the community was notified, how the ieak can be repaired sooner than 
November 2020 and request that the facility be shut down as soon as possible until 
those repairs are made; and how the LADWP intends to mitigate community impacts 
and previous impacts

a

b Develop a policy to proactively find, address, and promptly fix methane leaks, or other 
hazardous pollution; which should alsc create a system to notify nearby residents and 
the general public when leaks are found and provide updates on how they are being 
addressed.

Report to the community regarding its efforts to monitor emissions at the LADWP 
Valley Generating Station.

c.

d Work with Pacoima Beautiful, local scnools, and other community stakeholders to 
outline how communications between the LADWP and the community would work to 
ensure there is no communication breakdown.

2. REQUEST the South Cc3st Air Quality Management Distnct to:

a. Report to ttte Council on the status ot existing permits, vanances, or orders issued or 
granted to the LADWP for the Valley Generating Station.

b. Conduct a follow-up visit to the LADWP Valley Generating Station with mobile testing 
platforms and other monitors to verify that the methane level has in tact been reduced, 
with community representatives present during the foilow-up vis;t, including Pacoima 
Beautiful, so they can verify for themselves that the methane level has indeed been 
reduced.

3. REQUEST the Jet Propulsion Laboratory to report to the Council on now much methane 
was mleased, wher the leak began, potential health consequences for nearby residents, 
and any other relevant information from their investigation.

Fiscal Impact Statement: Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative Analyst 
nas submitted a financial analysis of this report.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted



At its regular meeting held on September 15, 2020, the Energy, Climate Change, and 
Environmental Justice Committee and the LADWP discussed Motion (Martinez - Krekorian - 
O'Farrell - Rodriguez), and the LADWP report dated September 8, 2020 in response to the 
Motion, relative tc requesting that the LADWP to report on the methane leak at the Valley 
Generating Station, describe exactly when the leak began, how much methane was released, 
how the community was notified, how the leak can be repaired sooner than November 2020 and 
request that the facility be shut down as soon as possible until those repairs are made, and how 
the LADWP intends to mitigate community impacts and previous impacts. The LADWP is also 
requested tc develop a policy to proactively find, address, and promptly fix methane leaks, or 
other hazardous pollution, which includes a system to notify nearby residents and the general 
public when leaks are found and provide updates on how the leaks are being addressed, report 
to the community regarding its efforts to monitor emissions at the Valley Generating Station; and, 
to work with Pacoima Beautiful, local schools, and other community stakeholders to outline how 
communications between the LADWP and the community would work to ensure there is no 
communication breakdown. The SCAQMD is requested to report to the Council on the status of 
existing permits, variances, or orders issued or granted to the LADWP for the Valley Generating 
Station; and, to conduct a follow-up visit to the Valley Generating Station with mobile testing 
platforms and other monitois to verify that the methane level has in fact been reduced, with 
community representatives present during the follow-up visit, including Pacoima Beautiful, so they 
can verify for themselves that the methane level has indeed been reduced. The JPL is requested 
to report to the Council on how much methane was released, when the leak began, potential 
health consequences for nearby residents, and any other relevant information from their 
investigation.

After providing an opportunity for public comment, the Committee moved to approve the 
recommendations contained in the Motion, as amended This matter is now transmitted to the 
Council for its consideration.

Respectfully Submitted,

ENERGY, CLIMATE CHANGE, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE
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KORETZ YES 
KREKORIAN: YES 
CEDILLQ YES 
OFARREU: YES
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