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A pedestrian tunnel under Olympic Blvd. at Selby Avenue (Selby Tunnel) has for decades provided pedestrian 
access across Olympic Blvd. for residents who want to avoid vehicular traffic.

Over the last several years, concern has increased among tunnel users, including families of students at 
Westwood Charter School, that this open-access pedestrian tunnel is creating a public safety hazard. Users have 
reported that during early morning trips into the tunnel-, they are greeted by a series of concerns, including, but 
not limited to: human feces, broken alcohol bottles, drug paraphernalia, trash, excessive graffiti and people 
camping in the tunnel. City Sanitation crews are called out regularly to repair, clean and disinfect the tunnel.

City Bureau of Engineering staff recently prepared a document which investigated and outlined the various 
options for improving safety in the tunnel, including allowing a community group to gate the tunnel, and retain 
the ability to open and close it for daytime use, as well as permanently plugging the structure.

The community has expressed a desire to close this tunnel yet allow for limited entry for students and their 
families and others during daytime hours. This would diminish illegal or anti-social activity in the tunnel so that 
students and residents can safely use the tunnel during the day. A community non-profit has been identified to 
handle the opening and closing of the potential gate as needed. It is possible that the Department of Public 
Works Office of Community Beautification might be the appropriate partner in such a scenario.

Pursuant to State Vehicle Code Section 21101.4, the City can authorize the temporary' closure of public streets, 
alleys, and walkways to mitigate criminal activity'.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Engineer, with the assistance of the Department of Transportation and any 
other appropriate City departments, be instructed to report with recommendations to temporarily close the 
pedestrian tunnel at Selby Avenue and Olympic Boulevard to abate the public safety issues occurring at this 
site, and create a process for the city to work in coordination with the neighborhood for oversight of operation 
and maintenance of this tunnel.
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