
October 20, 2020

Sent via email 
CityClerk@lacity.org 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Objection to Motion relative to the feasibility of using the Hollywood
Recreation Center facility at 1122 Cole Avenue as interim housing 
for persons experiencing homelessness in Council District 13; 
Council File No. 20-1179; Agenda Item 14

Honorable President Martinez and Councilmembers:

Please include this letter and attachments in the record of the above-referenced 
matter. I incorporate by reference all objections to this motion.

THE MOTION REQUESTS BREAKING THE LAW.

Although the effort to help our unhoused neighbors with shelter is greatly 
appreciated and welcomed, the motion presented by Councilmember O’Farrell is 
inappropriate, ill-conceived, and illegal. Under City of Los Angeles Charter § 
594(c):

“Restrictions on Transfer of Dedicated Parks. All lands heretofore or 
hereafter set apart or dedicated as a public park shall forever 
remain for the use of the public inviolate..” (Emphasis added.)

Under the Charter, you have no legal right to turn the use of the Hollywood 
Recreation Center into any type of housing for any length of time. So, any effort 
toward a feasibility study is a waste of taxpayer money and City resources.

THE MOTION’S AMBIGUITY IS QUESTIONABLE AT BEST.

The motion requests a feasibility evaluation from the City Administrative Officer 
and Bureau of Engineering without setting any parameters whatsoever.

It doesn’t specify whether the Hollywood Recreation Center building 
will be used or the playing fields and courts or all of it.

1.

2. The motion doesn’t specify a time frame for use or a time limit.
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3. The motion doesn’t specify an approximate number of people 
expected to be sheltered.

4. The motion doesn’t discuss whether any type of structure(s) will be 
built.

The motion doesn’t identify whether or not this will be a City-run 
facility, but it does seek service providers.

5.

In a normal place of business, the only way to create a report is if parameters 
such as these are provided. For Councilmember O'Farrell to make a motion 
without any information whatsoever is unreasonable and shows a complete lack 
of transparency.

THE CHNC’S CIS IN SUPPORT SHOULD BE RETRACTED.

The Central Hollywood Neighborhood Council’s (“CHNC”) Community Impact 
Statement in support of the motion is in direct contrast to the comments 
expressed by stakeholders at the CHNC’s September 29, 2020 meeting. 1

During the September 29, 2020 meeting that discussed the motion, more than 
2/3 of commenters in favor of the motion identified themselves as working for 
service providers. At a bare minimum, the CHNC board should have remained 
silent and not submitted any statement whatsoever so as to represent a more 
accurate position of the community that commented in opposition.

COUNCILMEMBER O’FARRELL’S MOTION IS CONTRARY TO COMMUNITY
NEEDS, AGAIN.

In Councilmember O’Farrell’s ongoing war against low-income and under
privileged residents, our District 13 representative continues to take away much 
needed resources and open spaces under the guise of helping our unhoused 
neighbors. But as former County Supervisor Gloria Molina put it in a similar 
conversion of the El Centro del Pueblo Playground in Echo Park:

““I’m asking you to not pit one vulnerable community against 
another,”...“This is the wrong place. It is the wrong choice.”” (See 
Exhibit 1, LA Times Article)

1 The video of the meeting can be found at the following link. I formally request 
that the clerk download the video from the link to include in the record as required by 
Consolidated Irrigation Dist. v. Superior Court (2012) 205 Cal.App.4th 697 
https://www.facebook.com/797660056920393/videos/331869947876620
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In that 2019 case, Councilmember O’Farrell said the playground was 
underutilized.

[The] playground has had 14,252 visits per year for the last six 
consecutive years as documented under Prop K. The playground is 
an integral part of service provisions to youth especially for children 
with special needs. The loss of access to playground could result in 
$1 million in funds.'” (See Exhibit 1, City Watch LA Article.)

mi

Our CD 13 representative opted to ignore the facts. Fake news?

Residents and stakeholders against motions such as these are dismissed as 
NIMBY’s even though many of us only seek social and environmental justice for 
housed and unhoused community members alike.

The Hollywood Recreational Center (“HRC”) is the only one of its kind in Central 
Hollywood. There are no other parks or Rec centers in Central Hollywood that 
provide community activities such as afterschool programs or affordable fitness 
classes or have the sizeable green space that allows for field play such as 
women’s softball or coed little league. (See Exhibit 2.) There are many 
residents that live in apartment buildings with no green spaces available to us. 
Just because the HRC isn’t being used due to COVID-19 restrictions doesn’t 
mean that will always be the case. The community intends to make full use of 
our public spaces as soon as it is safe to do so. To take away the limited amount 
of outdoor space that exists in Central Hollywood is to tell all residents - housed 
and unhoused2 - that our quality of life can be substantially reduced at any time 
for any reason at the whim of a Councilmember.

THE CITY COUNCIL MUST LOOK INTO ALTERNATIVES THAT DON’T RELY
ON TAKING AWAY COMMUNITY ASSETS.

Councilmember Rodriguez’s Adopt-A-Lot motion was passed on December 14 
2018. A report by the Municipal Facilities Committee found:

“[General Services Department] manages over 450 City-owned 
vacant lots.” (See Exhibit 3.)

Ironically, those lots are being considered for conversion to open spaces and 
parks while our park and open space is being taken away from us. Why doesn’t

2 This Council assumes that our unhoused neighbors don’t take part in or make 
use of the HRC activities and facilities in the same manner that the housed community 
does. That assumption is narrow-minded and incorrect.

Page 3 of 7



Los Angeles City Council
October 20, 2020

the City evaluate the feasibility of creating temporary or permanent supportive 
housing in any one of those vacant lots?

Better yet, why don’t you work on the City’s non-existent affordable housing stock 
which does not involve building any new structures at all? It’s no secret Los 
Angeles’ rising rents have gotten out of control.

“Renters in Los Angeles County need to earn $47.52 per hour - 
more than 3 times the local minimum wage - to afford the median 
monthly asking rent of $2,471.” (Emphasis added.) (See Exhibit 4.)

These rising rents directly correlate to the rise in people living on the streets.

“...housing in California has become so expensive that it has been 
hard to feel the impact of the spending because, in many places, 
people are falling into homelessness as fast as people on the 
streets can be housed.”3 (Emphasis added.)

is helping more people than 
ever but we must address inflow into 
homelessness

Increase Affordable Housing

•a
CrState

&
Local

Community Limit Rental Increases

V*L'i

Prevent Unjust Evictions

Excerpt from LAHSA’s Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count 2019 Results 
(See Exhibit 5.)

3 https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-state-homeless-count-newsom- 
housing-funding-grants-20190524-story.html. I formally request that the clerk download 
the article at this link, and all documents and articles contained in links within the 
remainder of this letter, to be included in the record as required by Consolidated 
Irrigation Dist. v. Superior Court (2012) 205 Cal.App.4th 697
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You could also focus time and energy into overhauling the City’s broken shelter 
system rather than adding to it.

“We all deserve a safe, affordable place to call home. But for 
decades, even as the cost of market-rate housing has skyrocketed 
policymakers at all levels of government have slashed affordable 
housing programs, forcing record numbers of people into mass 
shelters. ... these shelters are often dangerously unsafe and 
unsanitary.” - ACLU of Southern California (See Exhibit 6.)

Yet another alternative to spending approximately $600,000 per unit4 on new 
construction of Prop HHH housing is to take a cue from leading non-profit 
organizations and convert already standing motels into supportive housing. A 
quick internet search on the subject resulted in 3 buildings in the L.A. area ready 
for purchase that would cost taxpayers considerably less and could be occupied 
immediately. (See Exhibit 7.)

“Houselessness is increasing year after year, yet every night 
there are more than enough units sitting vacant to house the 
entire unhoused population in the city.”5 (Emphasis added.)

DON’T MAKE THE CURE WORSE THAN THE DISEASE.

The cycle of City officials normalizing stakeholders paying financially, physically, 
and emotionally for the problems created and caused by you needs to end! The 
lack of preparation on the part of City officials does not constitute an emergency. 
The crisis of the increasing number of people living on the streets is in large part 
a creation made by and the effects of actions taken by this and previous City 
Councilmembers. The COVID-19 pandemic has only further exposed this City 
Council’s inability to ensure a basic human right for its constituents - safe and 
sanitary housing.

“Advocates and shelter residents have warned for years that many 
of the facilities are underregulated and underfunded, and _that 
conditions in some may pose significant health hazards. »6

4 https://lacontroller.org/audits-and-reports/hhhactionplan/

5

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/acceinstitute/pages/1322/attachments/ori 
ginal/1600360400/TheVacancyReport compressed %281 %29.pdf?1600360400
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The City’s mishandling and mistreatment of our unhoused community will not be 
resolved by taking parks and recreation centers away from underserved and 
poorly represented neighborhoods.

Councilmember O’Farrell’s motion is divisive and is an action akin to those of our 
current national leaders. They harm more than help this small neighborhood. 
You would have us unnecessarily compete for the same space when all we want 
is to use the HRC and surrounding open space for its intended purpose. This 
isn’t Mad Max and we’re not in the Thunderdome!7 I want my unhoused 
neighbors to be provided with better options rather than living on the streets due 
to of the lack of, or care for, understanding of what’s really needed.

"I don't think we should take the approach that all the money should 
be invested in just emergency or bridge housing without an exit 
strategy. Because then what we're doing is we're essentially 
warehousing people indefinitely,"... Maceri worries that more shelter 
beds means more people living long-term in congregate shelter 
settings, which are not a substitute for housing. jj8

For all the reasons I’ve stated above, Councilmember O’Farrell’s motion for a 
feasibility evaluation of taking away an important resource for all community 
members should not take place. This Council needs to abide by the law, make 
better use of taxpayer dollars, pay attention to the experts that have created 
reports discussed here, and listen to constituents - not service providers. We 
have to live with the consequences of your decisions. Our housed and unhoused 
community deserve better.

Sincerely,
Veronica Lebron 
Stakeholder & Voter

Encls.

Cc via e-mail:

6 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/manH9/if-i-get-it-i-die-homeless- 
residents-say-inhumane-shelter-conditions-will-spread-coronavirus

7 https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=9vDL0AKUCKo

8

https://laist.com/2020/08/24/bridge-home-los-angeles-garcetti-result.php
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Councilmember Cedillo (gilbert.cedillo@lacity.org)
Debby Kim, CD 1 Chief of Staff (debby.kim@lacity.org)
Councilmember Krekorian (councilmember.krekorian@lacity.org)
Karo Torossian, CD 2 Chief of Staff (karo.torossian@lacity.org) 
Councilmember Blumenfield (councilmember.blumenfield@lacity.org)
Lisa Hansen, CD 3 Chief of Staff (lisa.hansen@lacity.org)
Councilmember Ryu (david.ryu@lacity.org)
Nicholas Greif, CD 4 Chief of Staff (nicholas.greif@lacity.org)
Councilmeber Koretz (paul.koretz@lacity.org)
Joan Pelico, CD 5 Chief of Staff (joan.pelico@lacity.org)
Councilmember Martinez (councilmember.martinez@lacity.org)
Ackley Padilla, CD 6 Chief of Staff (ackley.padilla@lacity.org) 
Councilmember Rodriguez (councilmember.rodriguez@lacity.org)
Christine Jerian, CD 7 Chief of Staff (christine.jerian@lacity.org) 
Councilmember Harris-Dawson (councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org) 
Solomon Rivera, CD 8 Chief of Staff (solomon.rivera@lacity.org) 
Councilmember Price (councilmember.price@lacity.org)
Curtis Earnest, CD 9 Chief of Staff (curtis.earnest@lacity.org) 
Councilmember Wesson (councilmember.wesson@lacity.org)
Deron Williams, CD 10 Chief of Staff (deron.williams@lacity.org) 
Councilmember Bonin (councilmember.bonin@lacity.org)
Chad Molnar, CD 11 Chief of Staff (chad.molnar@lacity.org) 
Councilmember Lee (councilmember.lee@lacity.org)
Hannah Lee, CD 12 Chief of Staff (hannah.lee@lacity.org)
Councilmember O’Farrell (councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org)
Jeanne Min, CD 13 Chief of Staff (jeanne.min@lacity.org)
Councilmember De Leon (councilmember.deleon@lacity.org) 
Councilmember Buscaino (councilmember.buscaino@lacity.org)
Jenny Chavez, CD 15 Chief of Staff (jenny.chavez@lacity.org)
Holly Wolcott, City Clerk (holly.wolcott@lacity.org)
Patrice Lattimore, Division Manager (patrice.lattimore@lacity.org)
Alan Alietti, Senior Legislative Assistant (alan.alietti@lacity.org)
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Objection to Council File No. 20-1179; Agenda Item 14

EXHIBIT 1



El Centro Del Pueblo Serving Our Community Since 1974
For more than 40 years El Centro del Pueblo (ECDP) has provided mental health, educational, and recreational
opportunities to at-risk families and youth in Echo Park. Families in crisis who are struggling with issues related to 
behavioral child abuse issues, domestic violence, and substance abuse, come to ECDP to receive a variety of 
services including but not limited to:

Our communities matter.
■ In-home outreach counseling Outpatient mental health services

■ Psychiatric evaluation and medication support Case management
A

Parenting Classes■ Emergency & Immigration services ■

■ Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) for low income families ■ Financial
ECDP

literacy and coaching ELCENTRO
DEL PUEBLO■ Youth and Family Support Services Gang reduction programs

■ Tutoring and literacy programs Juvenile Justice Re-entry Program

Save our Future.
Free Recreation Services - Ballet Classes, Aerobics, Basketball, Handball, Boxing, Volleyball

ECDP's board of directors and staff worked for ten years to raise more than $2,000,000 and establish the S. Mark 
Taper Youth and Family Recreation Center. The playground includes handball, volleyball, and basketball courts and 
a picnic area and is the only facility in the area that is free. We have several hours a week dedicated to youth with 
special needs so they can play under the supervision of a trained clinician. These children are not typically able to 
utilize other recreational facilities. Our playground also serves as a safe space where youth (many of whom are 
latch-key kids) are safe from the violence in their neighborhoods. Also, EDCP stages some annual community events 
including:

■ Holiday Food Basket Giveaway

■ Easter Egg Hunt

■ Thanksgiving Luncheon

■ Back-to-School Backpack Giveaway and Free Haircuts

■ Holiday Toy Giveaway
SAVE ovf■ Talent Show

■ Cesar Chavez Sports Tournament
PLAYGROUND!

»T_
acomo■ Echo Park Rising

Now, the City of Los Angeles has determined that our facility is "underutilized," (even though we serve roughly 
7,400 clients per year) and has decided to demolish our basketball and handball courts to make way for permanent 
supportive housing for the homeless. While we are supportive of this mission, we don't understand why it must 
come at the expense of our families.

In a rush to resolve an issue that has been neglected by the City's leaders for years, they are now fast-tracking 
development without consulting local neighborhood groups, residents or organizations. In fact, we at ECDP didn't 
even know about the plan until one of our staff discovered surveyors on the property who told them the City is 
going to build on the site. Staff contacted Councilmember Mitch O'Farrell's office, and they confirmed the plan to 
build housing on our playground. This decision was made without any regard as to how the project will impact 
hundreds of families in our community.

We don't believe this kind of thoughtless planning well serves our community. How can the City decide to displace 
at-risk youth and families in crisis without so much as contacting the organization that serves them? As an organization, we 
are committed to helping the City solve the homeless crisis. ECDP at its core is dedicated to the well-being of every 
Angeleno. What we don't support is the City creating situations that pit communities against one another and 
creating conditions where at-risk kids lose vital resources. Our elected officials must do a better job, and we intend 
to hold them accountable.

Please join our list of supporters at ecdpla.org.



https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-09-11/homeless-housing-echo-park-el-centro-del-pueblo-
dispute

An Echo Park lot could become homeless 
housing after a bitter clash at City Hall

if II
A

El Centro del Pueblo Executive Director Sandra Figueroa-Villa hugs Los Angeles City Councilman Gil Cedillo after 
he voted against moving forward with a plan to build housing for the homeless on an Echo Park lot that her 
nonprofit uses for recreational space. The council voted 10 to 2 to initiate a process for developers to turn in 
proposals for housing on the site. (Irfan Khan / Los Angeles Times)

By Emily Alpert Reyes Staff Writer 
Sep. 11, 2019 | 5:02 PM

Los Angeles is pressing forward with a bitterly contested plan to put housing for the homeless on 
an Echo Park lot, defying the objections of a local nonprofit and a councilman who denounced 
the move as an attack on the Latino community.

“We’re already being attacked by the Trump administration, and now we’re being attacked by 
our local City Council member,” El Centro del Pueblo program director Fernando Chacon told 
reporters ahead of the Wednesday vote, flanked by politicians and supporters in red T-shirts that 
declared “Save Our Playground.”

The Echo Park land has been leased by the nonprofit El Centro del Pueblo, which provides youth 
and family services aimed at preventing gang violence, for recreational space including

1
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basketball and handball courts. L.A. officials say the space could accommodate as many as 98 
units of housing because it is zoned for taller buildings than other nearby lots.

Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, who represents the area, billed it as a prime opportunity to house 
vulnerable people and argued that the city could incorporate recreational space into the new 
project.

This has never been about homeless individuals, homelessness versus children,” O’Farrell said. 
This is a proposal to accommodate both populations and both needs.”

El Centro del Pueblo and its supporters — including former L.A. Councilmen Richard Alatorre 
and Mike Hernandez — vigorously protested the move. Former county Supervisor Gloria Molina 
framed the decision about the Echo Park lot as the latest effort to force something onto a 
disadvantaged community because local leaders assumed residents would not complain.

“I’m asking you to not pit one vulnerable community against another,” Molina urged council 
members before the vote. “This is the wrong place. It is the wrong choice.”

Council members usually defer to the politician who represents the area 
— when housing or other development projects are planned in their districts. Councilman Gil 
Cedillo, who says the majority of El Centro del Pueblo clients live in his district, urged the 
council to break with that practice and send the decision back to his committee for more review.

in this case, O’Farrell

If Councilman Joe Buscaino tried to tear down the Watts Towers for housing, Cedillo argued, 
“we know that we would not defer to this unwritten rule.”

The clash had grown louder in recent weeks, with Cedillo labeling the arguments against turning 
to other Echo Park properties as deceptive and “Trumpian”

O’Farrell fired back by accusing Cedillo of trying to use a city resource to help a personal friend 
— the executive director of the nonprofit. Cedillo said Wednesday that this was not a squabble 
with a colleague but a fight for justice for the Latino community.

Cedillo lamented in a later statement that “only the Latino community is being forced to give up 
their efforts to provide the best care for their children for misguided attempts to solve the 
housing crisis.”

“No other community has been offered that patently racist 
said.

and absurd choice,” Cedillo

Some residents showed up to support the plan. Echo Park resident Darcy Harris said the proposal 
could still accommodate outdoor space for El Centro del Pueblo. Elson Trinidad, who lives 
elsewhere in the council district, lamented that Angelenos are always urging politicians to “do 
something” about homelessness, but “when the city is doing something, we don’t want it.”

2
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“We can’t afford to say, ‘Not in our backyard’ when we have homelessness in our frontyards, 
Trinidad said.

The City Council ultimately voted 10 to 2 to move forward with the plan Wednesday, kicking off 
a process for developers to turn in proposals for homeless housing on the Glendale Boulevard 
site. Cedillo and Buscaino opposed the move.

Shortly after the vote, people began yelling “Shame on you!” and “Recall Mitch!” in the council 
chambers.

It’s not over!” one woman shouted.

Although the Wednesday vote marks a major step toward developing the Echo Park site, the 
process isn’t finished: After developers come up with their ideas and turn them in to the city, 
L.A. is then expected to choose a winner and enter into an agreement with them to remake the 
site, which would require more votes by council members.
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El Centro del Pueblo Playground and the 
Politics of 'Affordable Housing 
Opportunities'
CONNIE ACOSTA / 16 SEPTEMBER 2019
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THE CITY-On Sep 11,2019, stakeholders from Greater Echo Park filled the John 
Ferraro Council Chambers to stop the LA City Council from approving Item 28, 
Report with Recommendations, that starts the process for Affordable Housing 
Opportunities at "1140 N. Glendale Boulevard”

This location is comprised of four city parcels that would end up intentionally severing a playground that 

was created especially for intervention programs addressing negative activity among at-risk youth, 

ultimately preventing them from falling into homelessness.

About 100 Angelenos in red shirts, as well as others, rose to their feet while professionals from health
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care agencies and youth intervention centers spoke in support of preserving El Centro del Pueblo's 

Playground.

A representative of the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority spoke about the need for affordable 

housing across the city, but he did not take sides on "the Item" at hand. He did, however, speak at the 

same time as others did in support of "the Item."

Stakeholders in support of Item 28 affirmed that Echo Park needed Permanent Supportive Housing 

(PSH) for the neighborhood's homeless people living on the sidewalks and that the "under-utilized" 

playground would be a good location for a PSH. They voiced uncertainty as to the span of the proposed 

housing project.

I have not come across any city documentation assuring that persons experiencing homelessness in 

Echo Park would be housed at this proposed location. Also, there is no evidence on Council District 13's 

webpage of a town hall meeting on this issue ever taking place in Echo Park pertaining to "1140 N. 

Glendale."

LA City Council approved Item 28 report recommendations, with a majority vote.

In 2002, the City issued a Certificate of Occupancy for the playground as a "playground accessory to 

Philanthropic Youth Center located on adjacent lots."

Also, El Centro's Board of Directors and staff worked for ten years to raise more than $2 million to create 

the Mark Taper Youth and Family Recreation Center. The playground includes handball, volleyball and 

basketball courts and a picnic area.

"[The] playground has had 14,252 visits per year for the last six consecutive years as documented under 

Prop K. The playground is an integral part of service provisions to youth especially for children with 

special needs. The loss of access to playground could result in $1 million in funds."

El Centro Del Pueblo has a long track record of serving over 5,000 families annually with over 90 staff 

members and a budget of $7 million; it has the fiscal capability to administer grants with LA City and LA 

County.

For 40 years, El Centro has been providing community-based services. Its accounting procedures have 

been in compliance with the LA City Controller's office and the LA County auditor-controller.

Recently, the LA County Department of Children Services has recognized El Centro del Pueblo for their 

collaborative efforts and has contracted with them to provide Family Preservation and Wrap Around 

services in lieu of foster care, as El Centro continues to provide an LA County-funded mental health, out
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patient program.

Also, El Centro del Pueblo is recognized and receives funds from the LA County Probation Department to 

provide case management services for probationary youth in lieu of probation camp. Their current Youth 

Delinquency Prevention Program has been a major program for over 20 years.

Referrals for El Centro's Gang Reduction and Youth Development, and Family Source Center - programs 

that are city funded -- come from local schools, law enforcement agencies and LA County Probation 

Department "resulting in a juvenile justice system diversion."

In May 2018, the blog Urbanize.LA identified "1140 N. Glendale Blvd." as a city-chosen site for Permanent 

Supportive Housing. Written comments on the blog do not favor the location. One objection presented is 

the high noise level on weekends at Echoplex (a night club) that is adjacent to the proposed location with 

an entrance on Sunset Blvd.

There must be an alternative location for "Affordable Housing Opportunities" that would serve just as 

well, rather than removing the "Playground accessory to the Philanthropic Youth Center," El Centro del 

Pueblo, that works effectively with youth from across the city to create a better and more prosperous 

city for all Angelenos.

(Connie Acosta is Co-Chair of the Planning and Land Use Committee of the EPNC and a member of the 

Los Angeles Press Club.)

• Excerpt taken from El Centro del Pueblo Presentation to Echo Park Neighborhood Council on Jan 

15,2019.

El Centro del Pueblo Historical Documents.**

back to top
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Echo Park residents urge city officials to save 
recreation area for at-risk youth

By Amy Powell 
Thursday, August 15, 2019
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Echo Park residents and a community group urged officials not to replace a recreation area with an 
affordable housing project during a demonstration outside L.A. City Hall.

LOS ANGELES (KABC) -- Echo Park residents and a community group urged officials 
not to replace a recreation area with an affordable housing project during a 
demonstration outside Los Angeles City Hall Wednesday.

The playground was supposed to be replaced by an affordable housing project, but now 
that plan is coming under fire.

The residents say that the playground for at-risk youth holds greater significance to the 
community.

"El Centro is not against affordable housing. We just want to make sure we save our 
playgrounds for our youth," said Fernando Chacon, program director of El Centro Del 
Pueblo.

The playground is on a city-owned lot operated by El Centro Del Pueblo, which services 
at-risk youth.

https://abc7.com/amp/community-events/echo-park-residents-urge-officials-to-save-recreation-area-
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Some of the kids spoke during a Wednesday morning city council meeting.

"This playground is not just benches and grass. It is where I grew up, my second home. 
If you tear it down, you're tearing down my second home," said one young girl at the 
meeting.

L.A. school board member Jackie Goldberg was on the city council several years ago 
when the playground was built and says it should be saved.

She said it has provided safety for young people in the community and has helped 
people get out of gangs.

Councilmember Mitch O'Farrell, who represents the area, says the lot that serves as a 
playground is underutilized. He also said the housing project includes recreational 
space.

"It has the zoning that could accommodate up to 100 units of permanent supportive 
housing for the homeless and incorporate the uses that El Centro Del Pueblo currently 
takes advantage of recreationally outdoors," O'Farrell said.

Leaders of El Centro Del Pueblo say the housing project could be built on a city-owned 
parking lot across the street, but city officials say that's not possible.

O'Farrell said he's open to meeting with officials at El Centro Del Pueblo to discuss their 
suggestions and concerns.

https://abc7.com/amp/community-events/echo-park-residents-urge-officials-to-save-recreation-area-
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City Approves Controversial 
Housing Project

The city overruled critics to approve a 
land used as a therapeutic playground 
nonprofit.

Echo Park

housing project on 
by an Echo Park

By City News Service, News Partner

Sep 11, 2019 4:02 pm PT

The city overruled critics to approve a housing project on land used as a therapeutic playground by an Echo Park 
nonprofit. (Amanda Haller for Patch)

The Los Angeles City Council voted Wednesday to place a permanentLOS ANGELES, CA
supportive housing project on land used as a therapeutic playground by an Echo Park nonprofit, 
which strongly opposed the council's action.

https://patch.com/california/echopark/city-approves-controversial-echo-park-housing-project
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El Centro del Pueblo claims a permanent supportive housing complex would adversely affect its 
mission, which is to give youth a safe space and provide gang intervention and therapy services.

But City Councilman Mitch O'Farrell said the housing project is desperately needed.

"Homelessness is not an issue; it is the issue facing our city and county," said O'Farrell, who 
proposed the land use change. "I take this calamity very seriously."

The city rents the land to El Centro del Pueblo for about $7,000 annually, but the lease 
agreement expired in November and is now month-to- month.

Wednesday's council vote gives the city's Housing and Community Investment Department 
authority over the land.

El Centro del Pueblo serves many Latino and minority children, according to its supporters.

"What this is about is an attack on the Latino community. Nothing could be more clear or 
evident," said City Councilman Gilbert Cedillo, who represents an adjacent council district that 
El Centro serves. Cedillo and Councilman Joe Buscaino were the lone dissenters in the council's 
10-2 vote.

Wit the council's action, the land can now be used for higher-density and income-restricted 
housing. According to O'Farrell's motion, the site is close to public transit and car-sharing 
options, public parking, service organizations and businesses. The site, located at 1140-1152 N. 
Glendale Blvd., is about 28,000 square feet, which could provide up to 98 units if the project 
receives density bonuses.

Cedillo compared the proposal to federal policies that separate migrant children from their 
families at the U.S.-Mexican border, as it would deprive the children of mental health services.

Cedillo said of the dozens of other permanent supportive housing projects being planned, "not 
one is taking away an asset from any community." He said the proposal should have been heard 
in the City Council's Housing Committee and not just the Homeless and Poverty Committee.

O'Farrell is the chairman of the Homeless and Poverty Committee and Cedillo chairs the 
Housing Committee.

O'Farrell said discussion of land's use will continue, and more time for public comment will be 
provided. But he said the location is near the "epicenter of people experiencing homelessness in 
Echo Park."

The city is expected to solicit bids for construction of the housing project in the near future.

"I'm asking this council to step back and (discuss) more, so that we can have a win-win 
solution," former City Councilman Mike Hernandez told the council during the hearing.

https://patch.com/california/echopark/city-approves-controversial-echo-park-housing-project
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Darcy Harris, the chairwoman of the Echo Park Neighborhood Council, said her council has not 
taken a position on the project, but she supported it.

We need more of these projects in our neighborhood," Harris said. "El Centro does great work 
for our underserved community. I understand the resistance to change. It may not be the same 
but ... if it won't prevent them from what they're doing, that would be a good balance in the 
community."

!!'

David Diaz, a retired director of Urban Studies at Cal State Los Angeles, submitted documents to 
the council on Tuesday, saying the project was out of compliance with the city's Proposition 
HHH, which could finance a portion of a supportive housing project. Diaz argued that a 
"comprehensive citizen oversight process" had not taken place. He mentioned that the project 
would be in close proximity to sensitive areas such a school two blocks away.

O'Farrell said he or someone from his office has met multiple times with El Centro del Pueblo 
officials and legislators over the last year and a half regarding the supportive housing, stressing 
that El Centro would be able to continue its operations.

According to its website, El Centro del Pueblo was established in 1974 to stem the effects of 
gang violence and work to improve the lives of children and families through prevention efforts 
in Los Angeles.

By ERIC HEINZ, City News Service

https://patch.com/california/echopark/city-approves-controversial-echo-park-housing-project
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CITY CLERK

PETTY F. SANTOS 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Council and Public Services Division
200 N. SPRING STREET, ROOM 395 
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When making inquiries relative to 
this matter, please refer to the 
Council File No.: 12-1549-S10

ERIC GARCETTI 
MAYOR PATRICE Y. LATTIMORE 

DIVISION MANAGER

CLERK.LACITY.ORG

OFFICIAL ACTION OF THE LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL

September 17, 2019

Council File No.: 12-1549-S10

September 11,2019Council Meeting Date:

28Agenda Item No.: 

Agenda Description: HOMELESSNESS AND POVERTY COMMITTEE REPORT relative to 
recommendations for the dispositions of property located at 1140-1152 
North Glendale Boulevard and 1140-1155 North Lemoyne Street for 
Permanent Supportive Housing.

HOMELESSNESS AND POVERTY COMMITTEE REPORT - ADOPTED 
MOTION 28A (CEDILLO - BUSCAINO) FAILED OF ADOPTION

Council Action:

ABSENT BOB BLUMENFIELD 
MIKE BONIN 
JOE BUSCAINO 
GILBERT A. CEDILLO 
MARQUEECE HARRIS-DAWSON 
JOSE HUIZAR 
PAUL KORETZ 
PAUL KREKORIAN 
JOHN LEE 
NURY MARTINEZ 
MITCH O'FARRELL 
CURREN D. PRICE 
MONICA RODRIGUEZ 
DAVID RYU 
HERB WESSON

Council Vote:
YES
NO
NO
ABSENT
YES
ABSENT
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES

HOLLY L. WOLCOTT 
CITY CLERK

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



Adopted Report(s)

Title
Motion 28A
Report from Homelessness and Poverty Committee

Date
09/11/2019
08/21/2019
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City of Los Angeles - Department of Recreation and Parks
Hollywood Recreation Center

1122 Cole Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90038 

Phone: 323.467.6847 Fax: 323.466.2281 

Email: hoNywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org 1
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Explore your own, unique creativity and find the artist in you!
Register Today at LAParks.org! Classes are ongoing!
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Fridays ®-7pm u

$io Per Month/ 
Per Class £oGO ro
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Q Mondays 6:3©~7:30pm c.57 O

c Register Today in person or at LAParks.org! Classes are ongoing!
f “Achieving Gender Equity through a continuous commitment to girls and women in sports”

Persons with disabilities are welcome to participate in our programs. Reasonable accommodations will be made with prior arrangement. 

“ Obteniendo igualdad a traves de nuestro constante compromiso hacia las ninasy mu/eres en el deporte. ”

Personas con deseabilidades fisicas son bienvenidas a nuestros programas. Razonable arreglos serdn previstos con previo aviso.

The program on this flyer may be subject to cancellation

mailto:hoNywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org
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Department of Recreation and Parks Xb<1 HOLLYWOOD RECREATION CENTER
1122 Cole Ave Los Angeles, Ca 90038 

Phone: (323) 467-6847 Fax: (323) 466-2281

After School Club 
Club Despues de Escuela

it

XbMonday - Friday 

Lunes - Viernes 

Ages/Edades: 5-12 

Time/Hora: 3pm-6pm

Fee/Cuota: $35 per month/por mes

Registration fee/Cuota de registracion:
$25 per year/ por ano

*

Xb
* $

* XrPick-up from/Recojemos de 

Vine St. Elementary School:<§>5
* $■

itit Children do homework and participate in activities such 
as sports, games, and arts and crafts.
Parent should provide their child's afternoon snack. 
Ninos hacen tarea y participen en actividades como 
deportes, juegos, y artes manuales.
Parientes por favor preparen bocadillo para sus hijios

*

$*

itA collection fee will be charged for each returned check. Persons with disabilities are welcome to participate in our programs. 

Reasonable accommodations will be made with prior arrangements. Advertised programs may be subject to cancellation without notice. 

Habra una cuota para cada cheque regresado sin fondos. Personas con desabilidades son bienvenidos a participar en nuestro programa.* Conveniecia razonable sera hecha con arreglo. Programas pueden ser cancelados sin notificacion.

& & *b $



mm□ Y

1

City of Los Angelesc?
i * Department of Recreation & Parks,A2
°<'X6fo''P PARK PROUD LAHollywood Recreation Center

1122 Cole Ave Los Angeles CA 90038

323 467 6847 or Hollywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org

•A

i i

r
w

EJ
Divisions

ElPee Wee 7-8

&
Minors 9-10

Majors 11-12

\ Winter
M

A

m
Registration Begins November 4, 2019. 

League Starts on January 6, 2020.
Achieving Gender Equity through a continuous commitment to girls aid women in sports'

Persons with disabilities are welcome to participate in our programs. Reasonable accommodations will be made with prior

arrangement.

“Obteniendo igualdad a traves de nuestro constante compromiso hacia las ninas ymujeres en el deporte. ”

Personas con deseabilidades fisicas son bienvenidas a nuestros programas. Razonable arreglos seran previstos con previo
aviso.

MITCH
O'FARRELL

El• ..

mailto:Hollywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org


Hollywood Recreation Center
1122 Cole Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90038 

Phone: (323)467-6847 Fax: (323)466-2281 

Hollywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org 

Good Sportsmanship is everyone's responsibility. Be a Good Sport.

City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks
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mmVSaturday, April 11th

iiam @ Holywod RC Held
Free for kids and families!

Bring a basket!

EGG-Stravaganza
b OJEJT KOOI6

Activities Include:
Games 
Prizes

Face painting 
Arts and Crafls * 

N Light refreshments

tA
i
i Egg hunt for each age group:V»

\
11:30 am 0-3 years old\

1 A Ai
11:50 am 4-6 years oldI

I
h 7-9 years old12:10pm/

\
12:30 pm 10-12 years old N

i
r

\ V* £ i>
* i$ » ->

'Achieving. Gender Equity through a continuous commitment to girls and women in sports.

Persons with disabilities are welcome to participate in our programs.

Reasonable accommodations will be made with prior arrangement.

Obteniendo igualdad a traves de nuestro constante compromiso hacia las ninas y mujeres en deportes 
Personas con discapacidades son bienvenidas a nuestros programas. Arreglos razonables seran hechos con previo aviso.

k
MITCH *O'FARRELL f K.
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wCity of Los Angeles - Department of Recreation and Parks

Hollywood Recreation Center
1122 Cole Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90038

Phone: (323)467-6847 Fax: (323)466-2281 
hollywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org
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The Pdar Express
Tuesday, December 17, 2019

Doors Open @ 6pm - Hollywood RC Gym
L
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Join Hollywood Recreation Center for our

2019 Winter Wonderland Holiday Program. This event will feature holiday activities and performances by the 

children of Hollywood R.C. All of our neighborhood families are invited to this free event.

Achieving gender equality through continuous commitment to girls and women in sports.

Persons with disabilities are welcome to participate in our programs. Reasonable accommodations will be made with prior arrangements.

Programs may be subject to cancellation and/or changes.

i)
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Hollywood Recreation Center
1122 Cole Ave Los Angeles Ca 90038

Tel: 323 467 6847 Email: HoMywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org

Visit LAPARKS.ORG for more Information & Program Registration

m

O
^3 [\

r si$10 Includes uniform
C&

League Play

□ fr?■ ■A
0 0

:i

Registration begins Wednesday, February 8, 2020

Clinic begin Thursday, February 27, 2020

League begins / Opening Day on Saturday April 13, 2020

Divisions-Ages
5-8 2015-12Pee Wees

Minors 9-10 2011-10
Majors 11-12 2009-08

Achieving Gender Equity through a continuous commitment to girls and women in sports”

Persons with disabilities are welcome to participate in our programs. Reasonable 
accommodations will be made with prior arrangement.

“ Obteniendo igualdad a traves de nuestro constante compromiso hacia las ninas y mujeres
en el deporte.”

Personas con deseabilidades ffsicas son bienvenidas a nuestros progra- 
mas. Razonable arreglos seran previstos con previo aviso.MITCH

O'FARRELL

^Va

mailto:HoMywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org


City of Los Angeles * Department of Recreation and Parks
Hollywood Recreation CenterW

1122 Cole Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90038 
Phone (323) 467-6847 Fax (323) 466-2281 

hollywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org
PARK PROUD LA

Youth Futsal
Indoor Soccer

League Begins Monday, January 6, 2020

Registration Begins Monday, November 4, 2019
Register In-Person at Hollywood RC or at LAParks.org

i
DivisionAges/Edades League Feei

l 2014-11 Pee Weei

$502010-13 Minors

*

i
i

Majors2008-09i

*League Fee Includes: League play, uniform, and trophy 

*Age determined as of January 1, 20200M

Minors: Tuesdays 5:30 - 7pm 

Pee Wees: Wednesdays 5:30- 7pm 

^Leagues schedules will be available at a later date.

Practices

Hollywood RC AuditoriumLocation

League Practices to Begin Week of Monday, January 6, 2020

“Achieving Gender Equity through a continuous commitment to girls and women in sports

Persons with disabilities are welcome to participate in our programs. Reasonable accommodations will be made with prior arrangement.

“ Obteniendo igualdad a traves de nuestro constaote compromiso bacia las ninas y mujeres en deportes. ”

Personas con discapacidades son bienvenidas a nuestros programas. Arreglos razonables seran hechos con previo aviso.

The program on this flyer may be subject to changes and /or cancellation.

Este programa puede ser cancelado o cambiado.

mailto:hollywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org
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City of Los Angeles

Department of Recreation & Parks
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Hollywood Recreation Center

1122 Cole Ave Los Angeles CA 90038
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Achieving Gender Equity through a continuous commitment to girls and women in sports'

MITCHPersons with disabilities are welcome to participate in our programs. Reasonable accommodations will be made with prior 

“Obteniendo igualdad a traves de nuestro constante compromiso hacia las ninas ymujeres en el deporte.

Personas con deseabilidades fisicas son bienvenidas a nuestros programas. Razonable arreglos seran previstos con previo aviso.
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City of Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and Parks

Hollywood 
Recreation Center

1122 Cole Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90038 

(323)467-6847

Join the Party!

®2uim

Zumba Gold
is for active older adults - a slower 
paced, low impact version of Zumba 

that’s just as fun!
Dance to the rhythms of Salsa, Cha 

Cha, Cumbia, Merengue, Belly Dance, 
Disco and more, while getting a safe 

and effective workout.
If you love to dance, you’ll love 

Zumbat

^Persons with disabilities are welcome tb^ 
participate in our programs. 

Reasonable accommodations will be made 
with prior arrangements.

SPORTSMANSHIP IS 
EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

WEDNESDAYS 10:00 AM 
$10 PER MONTH

Certified
Instructor

Joanne
Coleman

raphollywoodrc@lacity.org

\

mailto:raphollywoodrc@lacity.org


City of Los Angeles - Department of Recreation and Parks 
Hollywood Recreation Center A

1122 Cole Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90038 
Phone: 323.467.6847 Fax: 323.466.2281 

Email: hollywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org
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Zumba Caliente is an exciting and energetic adult fitness
class with a Latin twist. Dancers at all levels are welcome. 
Register in person or at LAParks.org! Classes are ongoing!

"'Achieving Gender Equity through a continuous commitment to girls aid women in sports ”

Persons with disabilities are welcome to participate in our programs. Reasonable accommodations will be made with prior arrangement. 

“Obteniendo igualdad a traves de nuestro constante compromise hacia las ninas ymujeres en el deporte. ”

Personas con deseabilidades fisicas son bienvenidas a nuestros programas. Razonable arreglos seran previstos con previo aviso.

The program on this flyer may be subject to changes and /or cancellation.

Este programa puede ser cancelado o cambiado.

mailto:hollywood.recreationcenter@lacity.org


AA Meetings Hollywood Recreation Center and NA Meetings Hollywo... https://prevailintervention.com/locations/hollywood-recreation-center/

•9

Hollywood Recreation Center
> Back to Meetings

*Get Directions

1122 Cole Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90038

NA Meetings in Los Angeles, California 90038 - Hollywood Recreation Center -1122 
Cole Avenue Los Angeles, California 90038 - Friday

1 of 1

https://prevailintervention.com/locations/hollywood-recreation-center/
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Hollywood Park Recreation 
Center
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Unclaimed

12 reviews Details

Recreation Centers Edit

Ana C.

Los Angeles, CA 
i 0 friends 

Q 7 reviews

OOOOO 2/21/2020
The park has changed, for the better, so much the last few years. I 
bring my children here for all their sports programs and they also 
attend summer camp. The staff here are great and are always helpful. 
The kids love them and so do the parents.

® Useful © Funny © Cool

f k Michael D.
Beverly Hills, CA 

’ it 0 friends 

□ 16 reviews 

Q 3 photos

OOOOO 12/11/2018
Always such a beautiful, well-maintained park full of fun sports and 
family activity!

© Funny © Cool® Useful

https://www.yelp.com/biz/hollywood-park-recreation-center-los-angeles
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f Angelina R.
| Los Angeles, CA 
| * 80 friends 

O 45 reviews 

Q 14 photos

□ □□□ 4/9/2012 

0 1 photo ® First to Review

The facility is run down.but the staff here do their best to make it work. 
They offer rythmic gymnastics here, piano lessons, baseball, ad a pool 
in the summer. The teachers are really good. Even thought the center 
is rundown I give this place 4 stars for the staff and programs offerred. 
It does a great service to the community. It's sad that the city doesnt 
do more to update these great resources.

he?

Jeannette H.
Los Angeles, CA 
i 2 friends 

□ 22 reviews 

Q 27 photos

OOOOO 4/4/2015

Small park but i love it...The park director and staff are very nice. They 
are also building a pool right next door. Can't wait for the summer to 
arrive.

© Useful 2 © -unny 1 © Cool 1

Claudine S.
Los Angeles, CA 

110 friends 

□ 252 reviews 

Q 24 photos

8/13/2012

I came here for the Eat, See, Hear showing of "Friday". This looked like 
a nice, clean park. It was the perfect size. There were plenty of trash 
receptacles and ample street parking.

® Useful © -unny © Cool

https://www.yelp.com/biz/hollywood-park-recreation-center-los-angeles
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0220-05166-0002
TRANSMITTAL

TO DATE

11-28-18
COUNCIL RLE NO.

18-0630Council
COUNCIL DISTRICT

Various
FROM
Municipal Facilities Committee

At its meeting held on November 15, 2018, the Municipal Facilities Committee (MFC) adopted the 
recommendations of the attached General Services Department (GSD) report, which is hereby 
transmitted for Council consideration. Adoption of the report recommendations would authorize 
GSD to negotiate and execute a new Master License Agreement with Kounkuey Design Initiative 
(KDI) to implement the Adopt-A-Lot (AAL) Pilot Program and delegate authority to the MFC to 
authorize the assignment of sub-licenses to operate up to ten (10) sites participating in the AAL 
program. KDI, a non-profit design and community development organization, will administer 
temporary uses of the participating city-owned parcels for a period of 18 months with zero rent 
payments and two 6-month options to extend at the City’s sole discretion.

There is no General Fund impact. KDI will be responsible for monitoring and maintaining the sites, 
ensuring they are kept clean and free of nuisance materials and activities. No revenue to the 
General Fund will be generated during the license period,

Q
Richard H Llewellyn, Jr. \ 

City Administrative Officer 
Chair, Municipal Facilities Committee

RHLMGR.05190067c
CAO 649-d
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November 15, 2018

Honorable City Council 
City of Los Angeles 
do City Cleric 
Room 395, City Hall 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Attention: Leyla Campos, Legislative Assistant

REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE 
A NEW MASTER LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH KOUNKUEY 

DESIGN INITIATIVE FOR THE ADOPT-A-LOT PILOT PROGRAM

The Department of General Services (GSD) requests authorization to negotiate and execute a 
master license agreement with Kounkuey Design Initiative (KDI), a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization, for use of up to ten City-owned vacant lots in the Adopt-A-Lot (AAL) Pilot Program.

BACKGROUND

On June 27, 2018, Council District 7 introduced a motion (C.F. 18-0630), now referred to 
Information, Technology and General Services Committee, instructing GSD to negotiate and 
execute a master license agreement with KDI to implement the AAL Riot Program. KDI will 
administer temporary uses of up to ten City-owned parcels for a period of 18 months with zero 
rent payments.

GSD manages over 450 City-owned vacant lots. These lots are targets for illegal dumping, crime, 
nuisances, and are sources of site contamination and neighborhood deterioration. The City 
currently spends approximately $660,000 annually on nuisance abatement for City-owned 
properties, while many go unmaintained due to limited resources. Neighborhoods with high 
concentrations of blighted vacant lots are the same neighborhoods that have limited access to 
parks, open spaces, healthy food options, cultural features, locally-controlled economic venues, 
and other community-serving public spaces.

Free Lots Los Angeles (FLA) is a collaborative of five community-based non-profit organizations 
that convened to address the issue of vacant lots and seeks to empower local residents to utilize 
vacant lots through a comprehensive city-wide policy change. The lead FLA agency, KDI, is a

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
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non-profit design and community development organization who partners with under-resourced 
communities to advance equity and activate the unrealized potential in neighborhoods and cities. 
KDI accomplishes this mission through advocacy, research, planning, and built works.

LOT USES

The goal of the AAL pilot program is to relmagine the potential of vacant lots as productive 
community assets; promote community interaction and cohesion through the use and stewardship 
of public space; enhance environmental quality and improve quality of life; and maximize the use 
of public land for public benefit.

Below is a list of potential allowable lot uses through the AAL Pilot Program;

• Community hub - communal spaces for neighborhood-serving activities
• Recreation space - temporary spaces for active and passive recreation
• Urban agriculture - growing of edible and non-edible plants, such as vegetables and flowers
• Clean and green - debris removal and ongoing maintenance, such as tree and shrub 

trimming _
• Community marketplace - community selling of food and goods

FRAMEWORK + PROCESS

Through this program, KDI would be provided with use rights to the vacant lots, work with the 
local Council office and non-profits to develop orogramming activities and oversee 
implementation, As plans for each lot develop, GSD will report to the Municipal Facilities 
Committee (MFC) on the recommended assignment of the sub-licenses and associated 
service(s). This report will include a Community Benefit Analysis (CBA) prepared by the Office of 
the City Administrative Officer (CAO) for the specific site and be subject to MFC approval before 
proceeding with implementation.

While under their oversight, KDI will be responsible for monitoring and maintaining the sites, 
ensuring they are kept clean and free of nuisance materials and activities.

For each vacant lot, KDI and its partners in the FLA Collaborative will manage a comorehensive 
community process to result in community-led vacant lot transformation projects. This process will 
include environmental review, community outreach, application administration, technical 
assistance, application review, and project selection. Further details are included in Attachment I,

KDI will have the ability under the master license to add/delete lots not to exceed 10 lots in the 
program. The City will retain unilateral rights to terminate any or all sites with a 30-day notice 
during the term of the agreement.

ONGOING AND POST-PILOT DELIVERABLES

During the 18 month pilot period, KDI will submit to City stakeholders quarterly reports to discuss 
AAL implementation progress and challenges. At the end of the pilot period, KDI will submit a final 
report with program development recommendations to help the City build upon the pilot-program 
and help establish a permanent program. Also, within six months of the end of the pilot period.
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FLA will develop an AAL community toolkit to provide guidance on the application process and lot 
design and furnishings.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Working with local Council offices, KDI has identified the first six lots for the master license:

LOCATION
i Council 

District
Address APN

7 15201 Tupper St, North Hills, CA 91343 

3950 S Hobart Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90018 5036027901

5154 E WADENA ST, los Angeies, CA 90032

26550249001
2 8

53090049053 14

1831 E 108th St, Los Angeles, CA 90059 6065036900 i154

1631E 110TH ST, ICS Ar.geles, CA 90059 6069009900 

7418006900 j

5 15

121 E "E" St, Los Angeles, CA 907446 I 15

ADDITIONAL SITES: Add/Delete sites as needed subject to the approval of the MFC

LANDLORD: City of Los Angeles

Various uses as outlined in this reportUSE:

SQUARE FEET Vanes

TERM 18 months

Two 6-month extensions at City sole discretionOPTION TERM:

RENTAL RATE: $0 per year

ADDITIONAL RENT: N/A

SECURITY DEPOSIT: No security deposit required

UTILITIES: All utilities will be paid by Licensee and separately metered

PARKING: N/A

TENANT
IMPROVEMENTS: All Tenant Improvements will be at the sole cost of the Licensee

All custodial services will be at the sole cost of the LicenseeCUSTODIAL SERVICE:

All maintenance to the licensed space(s) will be at the sole cost of 
the Licensee

MAINTENANCE:

30-day notice at City sole discretionTERMINATION RIGHTS:
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PUBLIC BENEFIT

The activities conducted by KDI at the participating Adopt-A-Lot sites are for the sole purpose of 
implementing the proposed pilot program on behalf of the City by performing the activities as 
presented in this report and reflected in the recommended license agreement. Since KDI will 
only have an incidental use of the sites participating in the Adopt-A-Lot pilot program, to include 
dean-up activity and an occasional sitefs) access to facilitate selection of a site operators), a 
CBA is not required at this time. The CBA will be prepared when the operational use of a site 
and a proposed operator has been identified.

The activities KDI will perform under the proposed license agreement provides various forms of 
public benefit to the City and the local communities where the sites are located. As stated 
previously, to utilize the sites for a community purpose, the City would incur costs for nuisance 
abatement and site remediation. The City would also incur administrative costs. Further, the 
additional benefits to the local communities would include the direct services provided through 
the sub-licensees selected to operate the participating sites, along with the deterrent of 
unwanted activities that may occur absent a dedicated presence on site,

At the time an operational use and proposed operator for a specific site is selected, a CBA, 
along with the GSD report and any additional information to be provided by KDI detailing the 
selection process wifi be prepared for MFC’s consideration

FISCAL IMPACT

No revenue will be generated from this license agreement to the General Fund during the 
license period.

RECOMMENDATION

That the Los Angeles City Council authorize the Department of General Services to execute a 
master license agreement with Kounkuey Design Initiative under the terms and conditions 
substantially as outlined in this report and delegate authority to the Municipal Facilities 
Committee to authorize the assignment of sub-licensees to operate up to ten sites participating 
in the Adopt-A-Lot pjJ im,

f;
Tony M. Royster 
General Manager

Attachment



Attachment I

FRAMEWORK + PROCESS

1. Environmental Review. City's Brownfieids Program will assess the environmental 
condition of the proposed lots and conduct Phase I Environmental Site Assessments 
(ESA) to assess whether chemicals of concern may exist and determine if additional 
environmental investigations are needed to evaluate if the chemicals of concern present a 
risk to human health and the environment.

2. Community Outreach.
stakeholders and solicit applications, FLA will partner with a local community-based 
organization that serves the neighborhood surrounding the vacant lot and/or conduct on- 
the-ground community outreach to residents, businesses, and institutions located within a 
>S-mile radius of the vacant lot.

In order to promote the AAL program to community

3. Application Administration. Following community outreach, FLA will administer AAL 
application forms to all interested parties. The application will consist of two parts: (t) an 
Initial Interest Form, and (2) a Comprehensive Application requiring a detailed project 
description; plans for site design, maintenance, and programming; and proof of community 
support.

4, Technical Assistance. FLA will provide technical assistance for all applicants seeking 
to complete the Comprehensive Application, Including assisting with project budgeting as 
well as site design, maintenance, and programming. For applicants seeking to create a 
community marketplace as part of their project FLA will provide additional guidance to 
ensure applicants are aware of and can execute the additional responsibilities of a 
community marketplace.

5. Application Review. FLA will develop selection criteria to assess the project proposal, 
applicant capacity, and community benefit. An application review board consisting of FLA 
member organizations and community experts will evaluate applications based on the 
selection criteria and select one top application per vacant lot. FLA will also present 
proposed uses to CAO and City stakeholders for liability review.

6. Project Selection. Once the application review board has made its selection, FLA will 
present the top application to the Municipal Facilities Committee for its final review and 
approval. The approved applicant will “adopt" the vacant lot for up to one year to 
implement a community-serving project.



October 20, 2020
Objection to Council File No. 20-1179; Agenda Item 14

EXHIBIT 4



4
X i

r

l 1

*■

>i

M
*

£
■ I ■

r*
w> nf

F ,
i

■B yjt 1 i
\ IHT0

La Puente Park Apartments in La Puente. 
Photo courtesy of SCANPH.

£LOS ANGELES COUNTY’S 
HOUSING EMERGENCY UPDATE

California
Housing
Partnership
California's Experts on Affordable 
Housing Finance, Advocacy & Policy

KEY FINDINGS
• Cuts in Federal and State funding have reduced 

investment in affordable housing in Los Angeles 
County by more than $496 million annually since 
2008, a 70% reduction. •

• 79% of ELI households are paying more than half 
of their income on housing costs compared to just 
3% of moderate income households.

• Low Income Housing Tax Credit production and 
preservation in Los Angeles County decreased 
31% from 2016-2018.

• Renters in Los Angeles County need to earn 
$47.52 per hour - more than 3 times the local 
minimum wage - to afford the median monthly 
asking rent of $2,471.

• Los Angeles County needs 516,946 more 
affordable rental homes to meet current demand.

MAY 2019
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY LOST 70% OF STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING FOR HOUSING 
PRODUCTION AND PRESERVATION FROM FY 2008-09 TO FY 2017-18

FYFY$750 FUNDING
SOURCE

%
2008-09 2017-18

(In thousands)
CHANGE

$600
$274,788 $0Redevelopment -100%

State Funding*
State Housing 
Bonds and 
Housing 
Programs

■ HUD
$177,836 $34,361 -81%

■ Redevelopment

$252,995 $175,203HUD -31%

TOTAL $705,619 $209,564 -70%$0
2008-2009 2017-2018

Source: California Housing Partnership analysis of2008-2009 annual Redevelopment Housing Activities Report; 2008-2009 and 2017-2018 
Annual HCD Financial Assistance Programs Reports; 2008-2009 and 2017-2018 HUD CPD Appropriations Budget Reports.
*FY2017-2018 does not include No Place Like Home Funding (NPLH) and no funds for the Affordable Housing Sustainable Communities 
(AHSC) program were awarded.

LOWEST INCOME HOUSEHOLDS 
ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY AND 

SEVERELY COST BURDENED

LOS ANGELES COUNTY NEEDS 
516,946 MORE AFFORDABLE 

RENTAL HOMES

100%
800,000

■ Cost Burdened*r -i 90% 91%
700,000 87% Severely 

Cost Burdened*80%
r 1 79%Shortfall600,000 L J

70%Very Low 
Income

500,000 60%
Extremely 
Low Income 58%

50%400,000

540%
300,000

30%
31%

3%

200,000
20%

14'100,000 10%
8% 0.2%

0%0 Extremely Very Low Low Moderate Above 
Low Income Income Income Income Moderate

Income
Renter Affordable 

Households and Available 
Rental Homes Source: California Housing Partnership analysis of 2017 PUMS data using 

adapted NLIHC methodology
*Cost burdened households spend 30% or more of their income towards 
housing costs. Severely cost burdened households spend more than 50%.

Source: California Housing Partnership analysis of 2017 PUMS data using 
adapted NLIHC methodology.
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RENTERS NEED TO EARN 3.6 TIMES THE LOCAL MINIMUM WAGE TO 
AFFORD THE MEDIAN ASKING RENT IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Median Asking Rent
Income Needed to Afford 

Median Asking Rent 
City of Los Angeles 

Minimum Wage
Home Health Aides

$2,471 /Month

$47.52/Hour$8,237/Month

$13.25/Hour$2,297/Month

$2,373/Month $13.69/Hour

$14.22/HourJanitors & Cleaners $2,464/Month

$15.18/HourNursing Assistants $2,632/Month

Teachers & Instructors $16.95/Hour$2,938 /Month

Construction Workers $19$3,455/Month ,93/Hour

$0 $1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 $5,000 $6,000 $7,000 $8,000 $9,000

Source: Paul Waddell, Urban Analytics Lab, University of California, Berkeley, retrieved from analysis of online Craigslist listings in February 2019. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics Median Annual Wage Data for CA Occupations, 2018.

HOUSING PRICES ARE DRIVING COSTS OF 
LIVING OUT OF REACH FOR LOW INCOME 

FAMILIES IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY

LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY'S LOW 

INCOME HOUSING TAX 
CREDIT PRODUCTION 
AND PRESERVATION 

DECREASED 31% FROM 
2016-2018

$80,000 n r n
7% Transportation

7% Misc*

$35,126
9% Health Careneeded 

to afford 
expenses

STATEWIDE$60,000
12% Food$51,216

TYPE 2016 2018 % CHANGEneeded 
to afford 
expenses

$78,776
New

Construction

18%

Taxes
What a 

family needs 
to meet 

their basic 
needs in 

Los Angeles 
County

9,285 9,373 1%
$40,000

Acquisition & 

Rehab
15,032 9,430 -37%

23% 24,317 18,803 -23%All
Child Care

$43,650$20,000 LOS ANGELES COUNTY

TYPE 2016 2018 % CHANGE
24%

Housing$27,560

New

Construction
1,853 2,158 16%

$0
Acquisition & 

Rehab

City of Los Angeles Half of 
Minimum 

Wage Income
Source: The above budget is a preview of United Way’s forthcoming data release on the Real Cost 
Measure. Please visit https://www.unitedwaysca.org/realcost for more information about what it 
takes to meet basic needs in Los Angeles County.
*The "miscellaneous" budget category includes all other categories not defined.
**The household budget for a family of three uses a population weighted average to estimate the 
costs associated with one working adult and two children (one school-aged child and one 
toddler). Each percentage represents how much a family's annual budget is captured in each cost 
category (housing, child care, etc.).

Household Budget 
for a Family 
of Three

3,292 1,367 -58%
Median
Income **

5,145 3,525 -31%All

Source: California Housing Partnership analysis of 
2016-2018 California Tax Credit Allocation 
Committee data.
Note: The data does not include manager or market 
rate units created through the LIHTC program.

3
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STATEWIDE POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

The California Housing Partnership calls on State leaders to take the following actions to 
provide relief to low income families struggling with the high cost of housing:

Replace Redevelopment funding for affordable housing with at least $1 billion annually to help 
local governments meet their State-mandated production goals.

»

Expand the State’s Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program by $500 million per year to jump- 
start affordable housing production and preservation.

»

Create a new California capital gains tax credit to preserve existing affordable housing at risk of 
conversion and to fight displacement pressures in Opportunity Zones.

»

Reduce the threshold for voter approval of local funding of affordable housing and 
infrastructure from 67% to 55% as was done for educational facilities in 2000.

»

LOCAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Provide shallow rent subsidies to make it affordable for the County’s lowest income residents to 
live in non-profit-controlled rental housing and prevent their becoming homeless.

»

Expedite entitlements for 100% affordable housing (including by increasing the threshold for 
requiring review of site plans to 150 units) with a special emphasis on developments serving the 
lowest income households who would otherwise be at risk of homelessness.

»

Adopt incentive programs for market rate developers that include meaningful affordability 
requirements like the City of Los Angeles’ Transit Oriented Communities program.

»

Implement policies that foster the development of accessory dwelling units on parcels zoned 
residential that have existing or newly developed single-family homes.

»

Adopt comprehensive protections for low income renters including capping annual rent 
increases, ensuring that residents are shielded from unjustified eviction actions and providing 
legal assistance for residents facing eviction.

»

Ensure that inclusionary housing programs have strong enforcement programs to guarantee 
that low income units are being occupied by eligible residents.

»

Adopt comprehensive strategies to preserve existing subsidized and naturally affordable 
unsubsidized housing by providing supports such as gap financing for nonprofit-controlled 
entities to acquire apartments at risk of converting to market rate and prioritizing properties 
serving the County’s lowest income residents who would not otherwise qualify for existing 
programs.

»

This report was produced by the California Housing Partnership.

£ SCANPHCaliforniaLocal policy recommendations provided by:
Southern California Association of Nonprofit Housing (SCANPH) Housing

Partnership
California's Experts on Affordable

S^ltihi'n Cujponu Au^curcM
For questions about Los Angeles County’s housing need, contact: 
Alan Greenlee, agreenlee@scanph.org, (213) 480-1249

Housing Finance, Advocacy & Policy

chpc.net

mailto:agreenlee@scanph.org
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Percent Change for CA 
Continuums of Care 
between 2017 and 2019 
Homeless Counts

The affordable housing crisis is 
driving a regional increase in 
homelessness 100%

| 75% - 99% 
50% - 74% 

| 25% - 49% 
1% - 24%

A• Rising homelessness is a statewide 
challenge

r 0%- Decrease
• The simple average increase among 

reporting areas statewide is +27% No data

• LA is the least affordable housing market 
in the United States*

m

LAHSA
*Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University, “The State of the Na'



We housed more people than ever, yet our housing 
affordability crisis drove a net rise in homelessness

721,000
Severely rent-burdened LA households

5,643 people prevented from entering homelessness

• • • •tin54,882 ; • • •

Estimated 
inflow over 2018

L i
52,765 58,9362018 Point- 

in-time 
count

2019 Point- 
in-time 
count1

211,631 27,080

LAHSA People placed 
in homes

Estimated other 
exits to housing



However, economic factors are driving 
increases in homelessness

4
$ ■

1 f

LA needs 516,946 
new affordable 
housing units

Wages have not kept ■ 721,°°° LA County 
pace with rental cost households are severely 

rent-burdened**

1/3 of LA households spend 
more than 50% of 
their household income on 
rent

To meet the needs of low- 
income renters

An LA renter earning 
minimum wage ($13.25/hr) 
would need to work 79 
hours per week to afford 
rent on a 1-bedroom 
apartment

•kick

*

LAHSA * *Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University, “The State of 
the Nation's Housing” 2018

***California Housing Partnership Corporation. (May 2019) Los Angeles 
County Annual Affordable Housing Outcomes Report.

*The Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, “Rental Burden by Metro’ 
2019



53% of people experiencing first-time homelessness 
cited "Economic Hardship” as a leading factor

* •
m

More than half of unsheltered adults are on 
their first episode of homelessness

A

23%A
A

First time 
homeless (2018)

A 37%i
j

Homeless more 
than once

40%i

First time homeless 
(before 2018) About a quarter of unsheltered adults lost 

their housing in 2018 and are experiencing 
homelessness for the first time

1

LAHSA *
*LA CoC excludes Glendale, Pasadena, and Long Beach CoCs
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Count Results by City Council District

♦v

City Council 
District (CD)

AM% Change2018 2019

H1 2,452 2,937 +20% f /
12 1,283 1,664 +30% L__ *

Glendale3 607 676 +11% I
4 -*5777 935 +20% \\ vy: r vs5 883 1,094 +24% Vm*

6 2,825 2,327 -18% rr
Densities of Total Homeless Persons 

(per sq. mi. by Census Tract)

*
7 1,259 1,315 +4%

8 2,131 2,556 +20% ♦
9 3,224 4,470 +39% !■Low > High V

Major Freeway/Highway 

□ City Council Districts (CDs) 

Other Continuum of Care

10 1,310 1,609 +23%

■IS.
11 2,033 2,339 +15%

12 647 587 -9%

13 2,996 3,190 +6%

H14 7,068 7,638 +8%
xt15 1,791 2,213 +24% ;//

Totals 31,285 35,550 +14%
k i ‘

LAHSA



Our system is helping more people than 
ever but we must address inflow into 
homelessness A

Increase Affordable Housing

Sgte

w

A

Local
Community

Limit Rental Increases

W

A

Prevent Unjust Evictions
LAHSA W
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https://www.aclusocal.org/en/news/there-enough-housing-people-unhoused-we-must-act-now

ACLU of Southern California Menu Donate

UNHOUSED, WE MUST ACT NOW

i By Eve Garrow (/en/biographies/eve-garrow). Homelessness Policy Analyst & 
Advocate, Advocacy 
APRIL 6, 2020-8:15AM

For most of us, Governor Newsom's order to stay home (https://covidl9.ca.gov/) during 
the COVID-19 pandemic is a potentially life-saving inconvenience. For people who are 
unhoused, it could be deadly, especially when local officials are massively expanding 
shelters and forcing people into them.

"The way I look at it, 
these shelters are set up 
to make us sick," Joe 
Grubb, a lifelong resident 
of Orange County told 
me recently. "We're in an 
enclosed area with too 
many people. Blood 
stains on the bathroom 
walls, filth. Now 
coronavirus is going 
around." Because of his 
safety concerns, Grubb 
decided to leave the 
shelter he was staying at

! 1111 ! I IMl'il
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* ▲ I .
i i
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and head out to the streets.

As it turns out, he left just in time. Just a few days ago, the shelter reported the first 
two confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the Orange County shelter system.

1 of 4
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We all deserve a safe, affordable place to call home. But for decades, even as the cost of 
market-rate housing has skyrocketed, policymakers at all levels of government have 
slashed affordable housing programs, forcing record numbers of people into mass 
shelters. And as our recent investigation (https://www.aclusocal.org/sites/default/files 

/aclu_socal_oc_shelters_report.pdf) in Orange County shows, these shelters are often
dangerously unsafe and unsanitary.

Shelters are also the perfect setting for the transmission of the life-threatening 
coronavirus, as Grubb observes.

While the Centers for Disease Control recommends (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus 
/2019-ncov/prepare/prevention.html%20target=) staying away from large gatherings and 

maintaining a six-foot distance from others, shelters congregate scores, and 

sometimes hundreds, of people in close quarters, where they share eating, 
sleeping, and restroom areas. Because mass testing for the virus is not yet available, 
shelters are likely to mix people who are contagious with healthy people, putting them at 
high risk of infection. Staff members and cleaning crews can bring the virus into and 
out of the facilities. Most alarmingly, many people who stay in shelters, including people 
who have serious underlying medical conditions and older adults, are at higher risk 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html) of
getting very sick or dying from this illness.

Yet, state and local governments are responding to the crisis with a mix of strategies — 
including expanding the emergency shelter system. The governor recently signed an 
order (https://www.kron4.com/news/gov-newsom-signs-order-to-protect-californias-homeless-amid-
coronavirus-pandemic/) to provide people with leased rooms in motels and hotels and to 
expand access to homeless shelters. He provided some guidance for health and 
sanitation standards in shelters, but the guidelines lack the force of law.

Many municipalities are following the state's lead. Orange County, for example, is 
providing some people with motel rooms while also opening mass shelters 
(https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-03-23/coronavirus-orange-county-former-juvenile-
center-homeless-shelter) at a Salvation Army Thrift Store, the Fullerton park gym, and the 
Joplin Youth Center. Mayor Eric Garcetti announced (https://www.latimes.com/homeless-
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housing/story/2020-03-18/coronavirus-homeless-recreation-centers-garcetti) that Los Angeles is 
moving 6,000 people into 43 recreation centers despite deep concerns 
Chttps://www.latimes.com/homeless-housing/story/2020-03-21/coronavirus-homeless-shelters-los-
angeles) that they will be "hotbeds" of coronavirus infection.

So how do we avoid this looming disaster? First, state and local governments need to 
provide people with safe housing that allows them to self-isolate—not homeless shelters 
with high exposure to risk.

Officials need to pivot immediately from a "shelter-first" model to a "housing 

first" approach that provides people with affordable, permanent housing as an 

immediate response to their needs. As this pandemic reminds us, homes are a 

public health intervention and a form of health care.

Second, until housing is available for all who need it, state and local governments must 
provide motel and hotel vouchers to people currently living in shelters or on the streets 
so they can self-isolate in their own rooms with their own bathrooms and sleeping areas.

Finally, we urge state (https://www.aclusocal.org/en/covid-19-public-health-policy-californias- 
homeless-shelters) and local Chttps://www.aclusocal.org/en/covid-19-public-health-policy-orange- 
countys-homeless-shelters) leaders to protect people who currently have no alternative but 
to risk exposure by staying in homeless shelters to establish high, enforceable health 
and sanitation standards that will mitigate transmission to the greatest extent possible.

It's not too late for policymakers to change course and stem this catastrophe-in-the- 
making. But the clock is ticking. We need to insist that our leaders do the right thing, 
and fast, before the virus, which has now infiltrated the shelter system, spreads like 
wildfire. That means rejecting shelters as a policy response to the pandemic and 
ensuring that people have access to affordable housing or, at the very least, motel or 
hotel rooms as safe alternatives.

Joe Grubb is now living in a tent, where he can self-isolate. While he feels safer than he 
did in the shelter, he yearns for an affordable apartment. He worries about people still 
living in the shelters, especially older adults and people with health problems. "The
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officials are trying to get me to accept these shelters as some kind of solution. But it's 
not going to fly with me," he said. "Everyone needs an affordable home." We hope 
policymakers are listening.
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