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Monument in Honor of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg

On September 18, 2020, the United States lost a legal, cultural and social icon. Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, who was appointed to the Supreme Court in 1993 by President Bill Clinton, served as 
the most senior member of the court's liberal wing, consistently delivering progressive votes on the most 
important social issues of the day, including abortion rights, same-sex marriage, voting rights, 
immigration, health care and affirmative action.

Hardship, perseverance, and a passion for equal rights were features that shaped her life long 
before being appointed to the bench. Ruth Bader was bom on March 15, 1933 in Brooklyn, New York. 
Her father was a furrier during the height of the Great Depression, and her mother worked in a garment 
factory. Due to financial hardship in the wake of the Depression, Ginsburg put her education on hold to 
finance her brother’s college expenses. Her mother, who heavily influenced her early life and instilled in 
her a profound love of education, was diagnosed with cancer and died the day before Ginsburg’s high 
school graduation. Ginsburg went on to attend Cornell University, where she graduated at the top of her 
class in 1954. That same year, Ruth Bader became Ruth Bader Ginsburg after marrying Marty Ginsburg, 
who was a first-year law student at Cornell when they met. After graduation, she again put her education 
on hold to start a family. She had her first child in 1955, shortly after her husband was drafted for two 
years of military service. Upon her husband’s return from service, Ginsburg enrolled at Harvard Law.

Ginsburg continued an uphill climb at Harvard Law, but she was not dissuaded from achieving 
her academic goals. When her husband was diagnosed with cancer in 1956, during her first year of law 
school, Ginsburg took on the challenge of keeping her husband up to date with his studies, as well as her 
own. At Harvard, she persevered through the challenges of motherhood, in addition to those brought on 
by a male-dominated school where she was one of nine women in a 500-person class. She faced gender 
discrimination from even the most senior Harvard staff, who regularly chastised her for taking a “man’s 
spot” at Harvard Law. Her husband recovered from cancer, graduated from Harvard, and moved to New 
York City to accept a position at a law firm there. Ginsburg had one more year of law school to complete, 
so she transferred to Columbia Law, where she graduated first in her class in 1959.

The workplace in 1960s America was no less hostile toward women. She had difficulty finding a 
job until a favorite Columbia professor explicitly refused to recommend any other graduates until U.S. 
District Judge Edmund L. Palmieri hired Ginsburg as a clerk. Following her clerkship, she was offered 
employment at a handful of law firms, but always at a much lower salary than her male counterparts. As 
such, she chose to continue in academia, where she was able to pursue her passion for civil procedure, 
and in 1963, she accepted a job teaching at Rutgers University School of Law, until accepting an offer to 
teach at Columbia in 1972. There, she became the first female professor to earn tenure. And as General 
Counsel for the American Civil Liberties Union during the 1970s, she led the organization’s fight against 
gender discrimination, co-founding the ACLU’s Women’s Right project and winning five of six 
landmark gender discrimination cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. Ginsburg accepted Jimmy Carter’s 
appointment to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia in 1980, where she served on the 
court for thirteen years, when President Bill Clinton appointed her to the Supreme Court of the United 
States.

Ginsburg began her career as a justice where she left off as an advocate, fighting for equal rights. 
In 1996, Ginsburg wrote the majority opinion in United States v. Virginia, holding that qualified women 
could not be denied admission to Virginia Military Institute. In 1999, nine years after Congress passed 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, Justice Ginsburg wrote an opinion credited with cementing its scope
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to include people with mental disabilities, finding the "unjustified institutional isolation of persons with 
disabilities is a form of discrimination.”

Ginsburg was at the forefront of a variety of social or political movements that centered on equal 
rights throughout her time on the court, but the dissents - in favor of gun control, campaign-finance 
regulation and wider access to contraception in spite of religious objections - which had an extraordinary 
impact even before she became the leader of the court’s liberal wing, are what earned her the moniker 
“notorious R.B.G.” In Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., a female worker being paid 
significantly less than males with the same qualifications, sued under Title VII but was denied relief 
under a statute of limitations. Ginsburg broke with tradition and wrote a dissent to read from the bench. 
She also called for Congress to undo this improper interpretation of the law in her dissent, and then 
worked with President Obama to pass the very first piece of legislation he signed, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair 
Pay Act of 2009.

Justice Ginsburg was the last justice on the court to have spent time as a legal advocate for 
equality before ascending to the bench (the last before her was Justice Thurgood Marshall). Today we 
take for granted her vision of equality and justice. But we should never forget that it was not until 1971 
that the U.S. Supreme Court ruled for the first time that the Constitution prohibits discrimination based 
on sex. Reed v. Reed, a case that Ginsburg participated in on behalf of the plaintiff, challenged the rule 
that men were the preferred administrators of estates of deceased persons, and gave a grieving mother the 
right to administer the estate of the son she lost.

The life, work and influence of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg should be memorialized and serve 
as an example to Angelenos for generations to come.

1 THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Cultural Affairs be instructed to report back on 
the feasibility of installing a monument in honor of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, including estimated 
costs and potential sources of funding, locations within the City of Los Angeles for the proposed 
monument, and the process and timeline for the development and release of a request for proposals and 
consideration of proposals.
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