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Communication from the Los Angeles World Airports dated October 16, 2020; 
referred by the Mayor for a report on October 16, 2020

Reference:

Subject: ADOPT ORDINANCE APPROVING A RESOLUTION OF NECESSITY 
REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO COMMENCE EMINENT DOMAIN 
PROCEEDINGS TO ACQUIRE PORTIONS OF THE PROPERTY AT 9800 SOUTH 
LA CIENEGA BOULEVARD, INGLEWOOD CALIFORNIA, FOR PROJECTS 
UNDER THE LANDSIDE ACCESS MODERNIZATION PROGRAM AT LOS 
ANGELES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Mayor requests the Council to:

Adopt the Board of Airport Commissioners findings that any activity (approval of bids, 
execution of contract, allocation of funds, etc.) for which the underlying project has previously 
been evaluated for environmental significance, and processed according to the requirements 
of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), is exempt from further review pursuant to 
Article II, Section 2.i of the Los Angeles City CEQA Guidelines. The action requested is within 
the scope of the certified Environmental Impact Report (EIR) [ENV-2016-3391-EIR]. Further, 
that the taking of the Subject Property is authorized by, inter alia, Section 19, Article I of the 
California Constitution, Sections 37350.5 and 40404(f) of the California Government Code, 
Public Utilities Code Section 21661.6, the Los Angeles City Charter Section 632(c), Section 
1230.010 et seq. and Sections 1240.050 and 1240.125 of the California Code of Civil 
Procedure, and all other applicable law as set forth herein;

1.

2. Approve the accompanying Resolution of Necessity No. 27125 as adopted by the Board of 
Airport Commissioners (BOAC) at its meeting of October 15, 2020, making all necessary 
findings to authorize commencement of eminent domain proceedings to acquire portions of 
the property at 9800 South La Cienega Boulevard, Inglewood, California for the Los Angeles 
International Airport Landside Access Modernization Program, and a hearing was conducted 
by the BOAC on the matter herein; and,

Adopt the final Ordinance to be prepared and transmitted by the City Attorney approving the 
Resolution of Necessity and commencement of eminent domain proceedings.

3.
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SUMMARY

The Chief Executive Officer of the Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA; Department) requests 
approval to commence eminent domain proceedings as a means to acquire land for the Landside 
Access Modernization Program (LAMP) and to help LAWA resolve an impasse in its negotiations 
to acquire portions of a property near Los Angeles International Airport (LAX). The initiation of 
eminent domain proceedings also requires the City Council to adopt the Ordinance approving a 
Resolution of Necessity that was adopted by the Board of Airport Commissioners (BOAC) at its 
meeting of October 15, 2020. The Resolution of Necessity is required to authorize the Department 
to acquire the property of interest. The relevant Ordinance and Resolution of Necessity are 
transmitted with the CAO report as accompanying documents.

Pursuant to Charter Section 632(c), "Powers and Duties of the Board,” the BOAC is charged with 
the "Development of the Airports,” which include actions to "Purchase, lease, acquire condemn, 
design, erect, maintain, improve, repair and operate all property, improvements, utilities, 
equipment, supplies or facilities as it may deem necessary or convenient for Departmental 
Purposes. The power of condemnation shall only be exercised with approval of the Council.” 
Pursuant to Charter Section 633(a), "Powers and Duties of the General Manager,” (also referred to 
as the Chief Executive Officer of LAWA), the General Manager is to "enforce all orders, rules and 
regulations adopted by the board.”

The table below contains information for 9800 South La Cienega (Subject Property), which LAWA 
seeks to acquire for roadway improvements as part of the LAMP.

Property Owner Offer AmountProperty Location Property Interest
Access rights, temporary 
construction easements, and 
immovable improvements

9800 South La Cienega, 
Inglewood, CA________

9800 La Cienega
$25,000LLC

On August 4, 2020, LAWA made a written offer by U.S. First Class Mail to the owner of record of 
the Subject Property. The Department reports that the offer amount of $25,000 is for the appraised 
fair market value. While LAWA remains willing to negotiate a voluntary purchase of the Subject 
Property, staff is requesting authorization to initiate the eminent domain process in the event an 
agreement cannot be reached between the parties.

The BOAC conducted a public hearing on October 15, 2020 regarding portions of the Subject 
Property. In accordance with California Eminent Domain Law, LAWA mailed a notice of the hearing 
to the owner of the Subject Property to inform them of their right to appear and to be heard on the 
factors outlined in its report to the BOAC. The BOAC considered the factual presentation and 
evidence, and by a vote of two-thirds of its governing body, found and determined the factors in the 
report to exist; and adopted the Resolution of Necessity.

The LAMP is part of LAWA’s plan to modernize LAX and improve quality of service for customers 
and passengers. The LAMP will provide new transportation options and facilities to mitigate 
congestion and parking issues through an Automated People Mover System, a Consolidated
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Rental Car Facility, and an Intermodal Transportation Facilities adjacent to the 405 freeway and 
Sepulveda Boulevard to allow for pick-up and drop-off of passengers. LAWA cites that after 
considering different project alignments and options, the option proposed in this report offers "the 
greatest public good and the least private injury,” and requires acquisition of the Subject Property 
for necessary roadway improvements and widening.

Adoption of the Resolution of Necessity by the BOAC and its approval by the City Council will 
authorize LAWA's legal counsel to pursue legal action to acquire the Subject Property by eminent 
domain, including seeking prejudgment possession of the Subject Property through a court order.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Commencement of eminent domain proceedings for portions of the property at 9800 South La 
Cienega Boulevard in Inglewood, California, and adoption of the Ordinance approving the Resolution 
of Necessity will have no impact on the City’s General Fund, or the LAWA operating budget. The 
appraised fair market value and the proposed acquisition of $25,000 will be appropriated and 
allocated from the LAX Revenue Fund to WbS Element No. 1.18.25A-700 (LAMP Phase 1 Eminent 
Domain Land Acquisition) to be reimbursed with Passenger Facility Charges, subject to eligibility. 
The proposed acquisition of the property complies with LAWA Financial Policies.

RHL:MK:10210060


