
ENERGY, CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENWONMENNl JUSTICE
MOTION

There are thousands of oil wells distributed throughout Los Angeles County. According to the Safety Element of 
the City’s General Plan, hazardous materials have been a concern since 1900 when the City experienced its first 
major oil industry fire. Subsequent oil field fires in the Doheny and other fields throughout the City resulted in 
regulations to assure containment of oil fires in oil fields, refineries and oil and gas storage facilities. Hazardous 
materials management is regulated by federal and state codes. Within the City, the Fire Department is designated 
as the enforcement agency for the City, state and federal hazardous materials regulations. City regulations 
include spill mitigation and containment and securing of hazardous materials containers to prevent spills.

The West Pico Drill Site, located at the comer of Pico and Doheny is one of Los Angeles’ many active oil wells 
near homes, schools, businesses, and community and faith-based organizations. The oil derrick is concealed by a 
tower. If not for the foul stench exuded by the site, the decorative tower would mask the oil drilling within its walls.

Studies have recommended a health and safety buffer zone of 2,500 feet around oil extraction sites to best protect 
homes and schools from the negative effects of drilling. Despite these recommendations, many oil extraction 
operations occur less than 100 feet from homes, schools, businesses or community and faith-based organizations.

In 2001, a settlement agreement was reached regarding the construction and operation of the West Pico Drill Site 
Modernization Project. Community groups, including the South Robertson Neighborhoods Council and Neighbors 
for a Safe Environment (NASE) have voiced concern over the location of this site, and reported settlement 
violations by its operators. These complaints resulted in Zoning Administrator hearings regarding the site, and 
LAFD inspections, which can be used to build a strong case of ongoing malfeasance against the site operator. 
Several City departments, including the Office of Zoning Administration, Office of Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Administration and Safety, and the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) visited the site on June 22, 2020.

LAFD also conducted additional inspections of the site for code violations. An investigation into these violations 
by the City Attorney’s Environmental Justice Unit would, at the very least, put the violations into the legal 
record, but may result in criminal charges.

In the interest of transparency, accountability, and public and environmental health, through the City Attorney’s 
office, the LAFD should report on the results of their investigations of the West Pico Drill Site. This report 
should include specific code violations that the LAFD identified at the site. Such a report will be helpful to 
assess the path forward to achieve positive environmental and public health outcomes. Further, a report would 
provide community members with a better understanding of the activities that are occurring near their homes, 
schools, businesses, and community and faith-based organizations.

1 THEREFORE MOVE that the City Attorney’s Environmental Justice Unit be requested to investigate the code 
violations identified by the Los Angeles Fire Department in its review of the West Pico Drill Site and report to 
Council on the results, including specific code violations that occurred on the site.

PRESENTED BY:
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Councilmember, 5th District
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